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PEEFACE. 



A SET preface to a book of ninaing shots at maimeni living 
as they rise, would be as absurd as to charge a flock of quails 
mth a brigade. I only propose, therefore, at this beginning, 
which is after aU but an ending, to make a supplementary 
sketch, of my sketches. 

The title-page sufficiently indicates the general tenor of 

tiiis book ; a glance at the heading of the chapters will tell 

the rest — ^that it consists of articles written from Paris, for 

publication in a New- York daily joumaL They were intended 

o&ly for this transient and fugitive purpose, without any idea 

of reproduction in another form. But the leading events they 

record are not only in themselves remarkable, even amid 

*tlifi aJstonishing annals of modem France, but they have 

•equired importance from the fiEust, that, taken together, they 

constitute the' birth, cradling, and consecration of an Empire, 
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at this moment one of the most imposing in the civilized 
world. 

What was begun, therefore, as a somewhat Hght and 
"laughing journal of Paris and the Parisians, gradually audi 
unconsciously became a Chronicle of the Thibd Book of 
THE Napoleons. So far as it pretends to be historical^ it is 
veritable history; and however they may fall beneath the 
level of sober chronology, the intercalated lights and sha- 
dows may serve in some degree to illustrate the more seiioas 
events; inasmuch as the manners, feelings, opinions, and 
actions of the French people, during the rise and progress 
of the new Empire, may be very useful, if not essential, to 
the formation of a just estimate of the Empire itself — its 
nature, adaptation, tendency, and prospects. 

I am quite awaxe that the views here given, even tniLlriTig 
all the allowance I could ask for the occasional mockery pro- 
voked by events which came under my notice, will jar upon 
the feelings of many. So far as the French people are 
concerned, these sketches would certainly do injustice, if I 
offered them as a complete delineation of national character and 
manners. What I have said on these points is I think true,, 
bating perhaps the style of badinage in which I have some^ 
times indulged, and which will mislead no one; but man; 
things which I have not said, because I had no occasiaa 
Bay them, would be material to a Ml portrait of. a natio] 
which, all things considered, must be regarded as one of 
very leaders of modem civilization. °^' ^^^ by ^uogie 



FBEFACE. T 

IVance has made her language the court language of 
Europe ; she has made her literature almost yemacular among 
otlier great and ciyiUzed nations around her ; in science she 
leads the world; in many arts she excels all others; and 
in. those especially which refine and embellish life, she is 
crrerywhere the acknowledged lawgiver. Wherever there 
is an intellecti^ and polished circle of society — ^from St. 
3Petez8l)u% to San Francisco — ^there you will find French 
ggenius and art presiding over the forms, colors, construction, 
maoA materials of the furniture and dress, alike in their design 
and eseoution ; there you will find French manners giving 
fiieiaw even in the salutations, movements, and conversation 
of every individual present. If indeed there be an exception 
in any of these respects, it i^ regarded as a departure from 
the canons of good society. 

It is hardly necessary, in order to establish this position, 
to advert to the military genius of the people, which at various 
periods has made this nation the master of Europe in mate- 
rial power, as it is always its master in respect to certain 
moral and intellectual influences. 

If I were pretending to delineate the masses of France, it 
would be my duty, while admitting their versatility and levity 
— ^which cannot be denied — ^to represent their cheerfulness, 
( their tendency to amiable sensibilities, their aptitude for put* 
. ting the best face upon all things, their temperance, their 
^ industry, their amazing frugality, their forecai^ and self- 
control in the administration of their private afbirs. Above 

Digitized by V^OOyitr 



Tl FREFACB. 

ally I should be bound to signalize tbe admirable man ' 
ner in which the poorer portions of them— -^oid these are 
Yery numerous — generally turn aside misery, and extract 
sunshine from the clouds and shadows which encompass 
them 

It is probable that such delineations would be deemed 
flattering by those who have formed their opinion <^ France 
without seeing it. It is quite possible that in sketching— 
on the other hand — some of the blemishes of French cha- 
racter, I may be regarded as severe by the same class of 
readers. 

But it is rather in regard to the new Empire, and the new 
Emperor, that I expect to find dissentients from my opinions. 
Let the reader, however, accept facts, which are imdisputed 
and indisputable, and we shall not, probably, very widely 
differ as to inferences. It is not to be denied that the course 
of recent events has caused many persons to forget the con- 
tempt and horror they themselves expressed at the eaup cT^tat, 
and some of the subsequent and preceding passages in the 
career of Louis Napoleon. Nothing could exceed the terrible 
denimciations of him which broke iu broadsides from the 
London press, and especially its portentous leader, during 
flie events of December, 1852. A new policy has changed 
this tone, and now Louis Napoleon — ^the intimate ally of 
England — the armies of the two nations in the same field, 
their navies in the same seas, their lords anc^^jl^^s in the 



PBBFAGB. 

feBthrities— 'is saddenlj ooxiTerted into the most just, 
mg^tjTy and magnanimous of princes ! 

This change of policy, and consequent change of language, 
cannot, however, alter the substantial &cU of history. In 
America we stand aloof from European policy and its influ- 
The war now raging here is for the maintenance of the 
ice of power as between kings and despots. The great 
of the peofde are not considered or consulted ; when 
are aroused and take a responsible part in the movement, 
sympathise with them. Till then, we are spectatonf, 
such have no urgent desire or temptation, so £ur as 
eminent scenes upon the theatre of European affairs 
are concerned, beside the di86overy of the truth. 
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CHAPTER L 



THE BEGINNING — ^POLITICS AND NOAH'S ARK^THE EEPUBLIC, STRAVT- 
i BE&BIES, AND THE WEATHEE— THE ASSEMBLY— PARTY DIVISIONS. 

Paris, May 25th, 1851. 
I TAKE advantage of the fint moment of leisure since my arrival to 
enter upon the fulfilment of mj promise. In the performance of this, I 
shall endeavour to give you and your readers, in semi-weekly communi- 
cations, an idea of what is going on in tiiis focus of European intelligence, 
movement, and pulsation. My purpose will he, as fisur as possihle, to put 
you and them in Paris, enahHng you to accompany me in my ramhles 
over the city — ^my glances at the productions of the press— my listenings 
to the " Bionysian Ear** of the Bourse and the Boulevards, eternally 
; murmuring with the echoes of the myriad-voiced pubHo. I shall deem it 
; better to give £Eicts than &ncies — ^statistics than speculations — figures of 
I arithmetic than figures of rhetoric. I shall not, as the manner of some 
is, consider Paris only as a frothy and bubbling tide of gay and thought- 
less people, to be seen in the Garden of the Tuileries and the Champs 
Elysees, at the theatre, the Hippodrome, and the Jardin d'Hiver. I shall 
remember that here are the finest libraries almost in the world — ^that 
here are some of the most celebrated seats of science, and countless repo- 
sitories of art. Here, also, are grave and studious men, such as Leverrier 
and Arago, unfolding the wonders of celestial machinery ; philosophers 
such as Cousin, exploring the depths of metaphysical science ; artists 
like Veniet and Winterhalter, who startle by the vigor, or please by the 
grace, of their conceptions ; orators of the pulpit and the tribune ; and 
■writers in every department of literature, whose names are known over 
the world, and whose words vibrate throughout Christendom 

You will, of course, expect me to begin with politics — that bubbling 
ealdron of society, which involves all other interests; for, however 
government may seem to be only the business of a few professed politi- 
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oians— if viewed in its length and breadth— it is really the aggregate of 
all that belongs to the people over whom it is exercised. This may seem 
a paradox on this side of the water, where a certain set of men are sup- 
posed to be bom to dominion, the people being their subjects, by the 
grace of God. Yet with onr transatlantic habits of thought, nothing is 
more natural than to regard government as the very Ai^, freighted with 
the life, fortune, happiness, of the nation. Hence it is that we Ameri- 
cans study this subject with so much inter^t ; like men at sea, whether 
sailors or passengers, regarding every turn of the rudder, every handling 
of the ropes, every shifting of the sails, as portentous of good or ill to 
those on board. 

And here in France--^ the Republic is in fall blast, with a Legisla- 
tive Assembly of 750 members, and a President, all elected by universal 
snfirage — it is natural to follow these habits of thought ; and therefore I 
immediately turn my attention to the Chamber of Deputies. 

I must not pause, now, to tell of the charming weather, and which 
the Parisians without magniloquence call raviasanU I pass sternly by 
the gush of leaves and flowers peeping over the walls of the gardens, 
and seeming to beckon to you as you pass along the boulevards. I 
need say nothing of the redolent heaps of strawberries in the fruit-shops, 
and the pyramids of temptiQg. radishes, carrots, and other esculents ia 
the multitudinous windows of the legumists; — ^all these reminding me 
that the European' spring is a month earlier than ours. I pass on for 
the present, and take you at once to the great centre of interest — ^the 
Assembly. 

A word, however, before we enter. Although the government lias 
existed but a little over two years, we find the legislative body divided 
into three distinct parties — ^tiie Monarchists, the Bonapabtists, and 
the Republicans. Each of these is subdivided into several sections. The 
Monarchists comprise the Legitimists proper — ^that is, the supporters of 
HenriV., the Comte de Chambord,'the Ihiecd Bourbon heir to the throne — 
and the partisans of the house of Orleans. Though all the members of 
these two sections obtained their seats by means of pledges to support 
the Republic, they are now using their votes and their voices for the 
restoration of monarchy. Though bitteiiy. hostile, they still find it 
convenient sometimes to act together. They are like two armies, keep* 
ing apart, yet marching in parallel lines, and in the same direction. 
The Sonapartiats may be generally summed up in the supporters of the 
government, though, on close examination, they would be found to differ 
as to the course to be pursued by Louis Napoleon on the subject of a 
re-election. The Bepublieam consist of persons of various shades, from 
the somewhat hard and Spartan General Cavaignac to the latitudinarian 
Pierre Leroux. One-third of them, perhaps, are Republicans according ta 
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our ideas ; otliers are Democrats ; and others still are Socialist»-HK)ine 
entertaining extreme opinions. There is, however, not much greater 
diversity among these who form the republican party, or the Mountain, 
than may be found with us at home — ^from Daniel Webster and General 
Gass, to Wisconsin Walker and Horace Greely — all of whom are found in 
our Congress, acting together upon fundamental questions of legislation. 
.The great defect, and which may prove a fatal one, in this body of Repub- 
licans is, the want of some Iroad and general platform, upon which, 
forgetting minor matters, they may maintain and cany forward the vital 
interests of the cause they espouse. 



CHAPTER 11. 

PLOTS AND COUNTERPLOTS.. 



The great question which now agitates this heterogeneous assembly is 
that of the Revision of the Constitution. That instrument prohibits 
the President from occupying his office a second consecutive term ; and as 
Louis Napoleon is knovm not to acquiesce in this, the proposed revision 
looks mainly to the removal of an obstacle to his retention. It involves, 
therefore, a no less important question than the maintenance of the 
Republic, or its overthrow to serve the purposes of individual ambition. 

On the 28th of this month the Chamber becomes legally competent to 
entertain this question of revision, as on that d^ it enters upon its third 
year ; and by the constitution, the Assembly can only discuss revision 
during the last year of its existence. In prepajration for this parlia- 
mentary tournament, aU parties and all fractions of parties are ranging 
themselves on one side or the other — ^for or against revision. The Legiti- 
mists have held a formal meeting, and have decided to vote for revision, 
total and immediate ; their motive is openly avowed— to pave the way 
for another and a better constitution — a constitutional monarchy. All 
shades of Monarchists take sides vdth the Legitimists — a most practical 
sort of fusion, worth a dozen idealitiea like the scheme of melting the 
two Bourbon branches into one, proposed some months ago. The 
Republicans, nettied at this development of the enemy's tactics, entrench 
themselves in that article of the constitution which requires a three- 
quarters' vote upon a bill of revision. 

Party lines are tightiy drawn in tiie Chamber. Votes have been 
counted, and the Mountain, numbering considerably more than one- 
quarter of the House, makes faces and flings taunts at the over- 
whfihning but impotent majority, which is keepix^. bj|^l^ its retort for a 
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more fkyourable period. It will be short, bnt of deep meaning.' ** What 
we cannot do with the constitntion we will do tcithout it." In the mean, 
time, the temper of the Assembly is becoming daily more and more 
bitter ; the debates giye a foretaste of the parliamentary storms which 
are sure soon to succeed ; the orators lose sight of the subject in hand in 
angry, personal recriminations; the press waxes fierce, denunciatory, 
revolutionary; and the people, the subject of this eloquence and 
patriotism, are beginning in their turn to catch the current humor of 
the time. It is pretty clear that France is once more launched on a sea 
of uncertainty. The future is so doubtful, and the recurrence of this 
state of perplexity at the second presidential election is so suggestive of 
difficulty at every succeeding term, that a good many persons are 
wavering, and many well-wishers to the Republic are hesitating, which of 
the two to choose. It is certainly a painful situation, an uncomfortable 
dilemma. With so little experience of the advantages and privileges of 
republican government, abused and violated as the constitution has bedn 
by the Monarchists in power — with so many souvenirs " of the golden days 
of olden time," of kings that chased the stag at Versailles and Fontaine- 
bleau, of emperors that hunted the enemy at Austerlitz imd Wagram, of 
palaces that illumined the Seine and shut ont the night from its bridges 
and parapets, of courts that glittered with epigrams and diamonds, and, 
above all, kept up a healthy demand for articles de Pam-~one can 
hardly be surprised that the radical question of the form of government, 
when once, by circumstances like the present, it becomes an open one^. 
should be seriously debated, and the merits of the subject closely sifted. 

But it seems that the minority is not to be left in quiet possession of 
the article requiring a three-fourths' vote. One of the by-laws of the 
Chamber declares that a bill, once lost, shall not again be brought up 
until after an interval of six months. Thus, a proposition for revision 
presented to the Assembly, and defeated, as in* the present attitude of 
parties it is sure to be, is a dead letter for six months. This would not 
do at all. M. Morin, a Bonapartist, has undertaken to get over the 
difficulty. He proposes to cancel the by-law in question, and substitute 
another, to apply directly to a revisional proposition — namely, that a 
bill, though lost, may be again brought forward in thirty days. The 
motive of this is, to weary the opposition; to bring forward the bill 
month after month, and throw the Mountain into the odious position of 
appearing to resist the very plainly expressed will of the country. It is 
believed that a sufficient number to turn the scales may be brought over 
in this way. A committee are examining M. Morin's proposition, and 
may, perhaps, report favourably. Meantime, one hundred and forty Re- 
publicans have signed an engagement to oppose all projects of revision. 
One hundred and eighty to one hundred and ^f |^^-^^ toje**^^*^®^" 
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ing opponents would render the legal revision of the constitution of 1848 
impossible. 

The interest that Louis Napoleon has in all this does not appear at 
first sight. The game seems to be in the hands of the Legitimists, and 
to the advantage of Henri V. But the President is not the man to lend 
himself to any scheme involving his own retirement and the succession 
of any one else. He is evidently elaborating some plan behind the 
curtain. His extraordinary position in regard to universal sufi&age — 
having always contended, since its mutilation last year, that he did not 
understand the restrictions placed upon it applicable to the presidential 
election, while his ministers declared in the tribune two days ago that 
that electoral law was the flag and watchword of the whole cabinet — 
lus being ardently recommended for the next Presidency by the 
Constitutionnel, wMch makes a daily onslaught on that electoral law; 
such a position indicates that there is something not yet visible to the 
•uninitiated. 

The President's tactics will probably be the execution of the following 
simple plan : To wait till the country gets warm on the subject of this 
restricted suf&age, and then, as if out of respect to the popular will, to 
dismiss the present cabinet, compose another of universal suffirage 
elements, propose the abrogation of the invidious law,* carry it, and 
thus disarm the Mountain of their great gun ; by pursuing his interests 
with the same tact he has so often displayed before, to present himself 
for re-election, as the only available candidate, and drive eveiy thing 
before him as he did three years ago. This is almost the only solution 
possible, in a republican point of view; and something of the kind will 
be done before long, or it will be certain, from the fact that the President 
neglects the opportunity of advancing his interest as a candidate for 
re-election, that he considers his chance of being proclaimed emperoi 
w<nihy a neck-or-nothing risk. 

It is unfortunate for the Kepnblic that its defence and its propagation 
are so avowedly given up and made over to the Left side of the Assembly. 
For it is a conmion belief that a project which the Mountain sustains, 
a bill which the Democrats support, must naturally savour of Red Re- 
publicanism, and have no very remote connexion with the guillotine. 
It is of equally general credence that propositions which draw forth the 
opposition of the Left, and convert the Mountain for the time being into 
a volcano, must be such as tend to strengthen the cause of society, and 

* All this Louis Napoleon actually did five months later. On the 14th of 
October, Leon Faucher was dismissed, and M. de Thorigny made Minister of the 
Interior in his place ; the restoration of uniyersal sufirage was then proposed to 
the Chamber, but lost by three votes. The coup d'etat followed six weeks after. 
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promote the interests of property and religion. Besides being in a 
decided minority, they have many prejudices to contend against. There 
are a few fire-eaters among them, upon whom the mantle of Robespierre 
has fallen ; there are several disciples of Louis Blanc, one or two advo- 
cates of the equal division of property, half-ardozen believers in St. 
Proudhon, and the uselessness of all government, 'fhese all vote with 
the great body of the Left, or the Jtipubhqae avancie ; and on constita, 
tional questions, the Hijmbliqtte honnete et modiriej or the adherents of 
Cavaignac and Lamartine, lend themtheir co-operation— or about thirty 
votes. 

The Mountain is often noisy, unparliamentary, and extravagant; but 
it is continually made to wince under adverse votes and enormous majon- 
ties ; while it certainly has a sincere conviction that it is defending and 
sustaining the right. The majority, on the other hand, is tyrannical and 
overbearing. The president calls a Mountaineer to order ; he persists or 
explains; the censure is called for, put to the vote, and carried by a resist^ 
less majority. But a member of the Right is safe from such inflictions. 
The Left, by whatever name it may be called, whether Mountain, or 
Red Republic, or sans culottes, has always defended the constitution 
whenever it has been attacked. It has left its vote on record against 
every violation of that instrument. It rose, as one man, in opposition to 
the law of last year that mutilated the electoral franchise, because that 
law was a direct and palpable violation of the constitution. It brought 
its whole fbrce to bear against the bill that shackled the liberty of the 
press, and that condenmed every journalist to sign his name to his artides, 
because there can be no such restrictive construction placed upon the 
clause of the constitution which guarantees freedom of speech and free- 
dom of print. 

Kit were not for the Mountain, revision, in a monarchical sense, might 
be voted to-morrow ; but as in a Republic monarchy is inadmissible, it 
will oppose revision for any such purpose. At present, the Democrate are 
the conservative party— a position into which they are forced by beingin the 
minority. No doubt, if they held a plurality in the Assembly, we should 
be glad of some party behind who should check the precipitancy of their- 
movements, and act, in turn, as a drag upon them. But the odium 
which clings to their skirts is not entirely deserved. They are placed in 
a false position by never carrying their point, and thus always appearing 
in the wrong ; by the traditions which they have inherited from the 
Republic of '93 ; by the leaven of the subversive doctrines of the Ledru 
Rollins and Pierre Leroux of our own days; and, l&stly, by their own 
violence and intemperate language. 
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CHAPTER III. 

COMING EVENTS — GENESAL CAVAIGNAC — A PRACTICAL JOKE — POST- 
OFFICE LEGEND— STBAWBEEBIES AND UMBRELLAS. 

June 9th, 1851. 
The week just elapsed affords a fair instance of how much may be done in 
seven days, even if the first chapter of Genesis were reckoned among the 
Apocrypha. On the 1st of June, the President, at a celebration in the 
mustard-growing town of Dijon, expressed his hopes that a favorable 
welcome would be extended to the petitions for revision, and on the 7th 
day of the same month the Assembly, met for the purpose, turned them 
thp coldest of shoulders. 

Having voted that all propositions tending to the revision of the con- 
stitution should be referred to a special committee, and that the house 
would debate no such proposition which had not previously undergone 
the ordeal of this committee's examination, the next step was to elect 
the members who should compose it. The Assembly, consisting of 750 
delegates, is divided into fifteen bureaux of about fifty persons each. 
These bureaux, after hearing pi'ofesstons de fox jfrom their prominent 
members, and discussing the pros and cons of the subject in jiand, have 
elected, each one, a representative. The fifteen thus chosen, form the 
special committee. In this there are nine advocates of revision, and six 
opponents. But those in favour are not perfectly harfnonious in their 
opinions. Out of the nine, there are but three who can be said to be 
Kevisionists in behalf of the election of Napoleon. The others are 
Legitimists, or Revisionists in behalf of Monarchy. The Hepublicans, 
counting six, have a plurality, though not a majority. Cavaignac, the 
leader of that fraction of the Assembly calling itself La Itejnibliqtte 
honnete et modSrSe, and Jules Favre, who, you wiU remember, during 
the days of the Constituent, seemed to promise to become the Ajax of 
the Mountain, stand side by side, and vote hand in hand, in this com- 
mittee. The advanced and the conservative Republic make common 
cause when the constitution is assailed. The other four, though not men 
of such prominence, are equally resolute to resist, by all the means that 
the constitution allows, any attempt to vitiate or abuse it 

Now, this election of the special committee, though not in itself a 

victory gained by the Republicans, is a convincing proof that the day 

' will fin^y be theirs, and that revision, whether for Imperial, Legitimist, 

or any anti-Republican purpose, is impossible. For the Republicans to 

have carried off six out of the fifteen seats la the committee, was a 
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brilliant and unexpected trimnpli ; bnt besides, it showed that, should 
the question ever reach the house, it would find its supporters there 
decimated by division and dissension. The Bevisionist party is made 
up of incongruous elements; and that these would not mingle, was 
plainly shown by the vote in the bureaux. While the Republicans 
threw their whole vote, less one or two who were sick, the mighty 
majority scattered their strength, or abstained from voting, or stayed at 
home. Cavaignac and Jules Favre were elected by the indifference or 
purposed connivance of Legitimists. Two hundred members absented 
themselves entirely from the discussion and vote ! This is an unmis- 
takeable evidence of the way the wind is blowing, and that it is not 
filling Napoleon's sails, is also self-evident. 

Suppose the question before the house, and take it for granted that 
the temper of that body is fiairly represented by the votes already taken. 
The question is, " Shall such or such a proposition, presented by Mr. 
Such-a-one, examined by the special committee, and by it reported back 
to the house — calling a Constituent Assembly at such a time to revise 
such and such articles of the constitution — become a law ?" Upon this 
the vote is taken, and to pass it the majority must have three-fourths of 
all the members present. That the majority could bring such a force to 
bear it has never claimed ; it has always admitted that the minority, 
shutting itself behind the dead letter of the constitution, could easily 
poll the 188 votes necessary to prevent it. But they, the majority, fully 
counted on coming within ten or fifteen votes of the requisite total, and 
confidently anticipated being able, by this moral preponderance, to wear 
out the Moimtain's opposition, and finally to carry the question by 
default. Now, if the preliminary passages of arms in the bureaux 
prove anything, they prove that the majority — as incongruous a melange 
as the Chourineur*s soup — so far from wanting the trifle of ten or a 
dozen blue balls, will need a himdred at least to win the great ten- 
strike of the year of grace 1852. The Legitimists, having fully opened 
their eyes to the fact that revision means Bonapartism, and not restora- 
tion, are gettiog as shy as quails in November. 

General Cavaignac opposes all projects of revision, and has stated his 
reasons, in an address to the members of the bureau which elected him, 
in the following words : " It is of importance to the country that the 
President resign. Were one of our own party in that ofi&ce, we would not 
permit him to stay there. It is with this great phantom of the presidential 
succession that you frighten the country. It is by holding up the 
removal of men, once in power, as impracticable, that you teach it to 
doubt and vacillate in its republican faith. It is just these fears, these 
doubts, these vacillations, that we desire to see dissipated by practice. 
W© desire that the countiy understand that a^^^g^J^^^ joesidenoy 
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18 an act even more simple than were often, tinder the monarchy, mere 
changes of ministry, or of the president of the counciL" 

Such is the present situation. The Bepublicans shout for joy, and 
their organs of the press chant Hallelajah and God Save the Constitu- 
tion. I'he mammoth journals of the majority bite their Hps, except 
when they open them to snarL They acknowledge the check, but resist 
the checkmate. ITiey mean to' weather the storm yet, say they, and are 
going to sencL the President on another tour — ^to Bordeaux and the neigh- 
boring towns, to endeavour to neutralise the bad effects of the last. In 
the mean time our legislators are taking a holiday. The Chamber has 
held no session since the last semi-weekly mail. The election of the 
committee occupied two days, and the semi-religious festival of yester- 
day — ^Whit Sunday — ^has been stretched out into to-day. For this 
indulgence in dolce- famiente we shall make ample amends about this 
time next year. So a truce to politics for the present, and let me give 
you some minor, but not less amusing scenes. 

One of the newspapers in the South of France has played a sorry 
trick upon its readers. It announced, with all the air of noeaning what 
it said, that an old gentlemai;^ of the locality, who was at the point of 
death, had left m his will the sum of forty thousand francs to any one 
who would take his body after death, embalm it, and keep it for one 
year in his house. The perpetrator of this ghastly joke had reckoned 
without his host. Letters from persons offering to accept the pleasing 
•office, none of them post-paid, poured in upon the wretched editor. 
They came like locusts settling on a corn-field, from' north, south, east, 
and west, — from France and foreign countries. The miserable journalist 
was obliged to retract in an early number of his paper ; he acknow- 
ledged the hoax, and sued for deliverance from his army of corre- 
spondents. This desire to possess an embalmed body, is not, after all, an 
unnatural one. People go up the Nile in search of them, and sometimes 
take them to America : the happy possessor of an embalmed French- 
man might have exhibited him as Pharaoh IV., or Thothmes X., 
without any fear as to the result. He would have been sure of the sex, 
which all showmen of mummies are not. It must be a pleasant thing 
to own a mmnmy in which you can repose confidence, and to feel that 
you can defy Agassiz and all the Boston savans. 

You are probably aware that all funeral services in Paris, and every- 
thing connected therewith — the ftimishing of processions, mourners, 
hearse, carriages, crape, black and white — are undertaken by a company 
fonned and incorporated for the purpose, llie chief of this company, 
in H letter to one of the heads of government, has just instanced a 
ludicrous flaw iu the law defining their duties and functions. It seems 
that an old lady, seventy-eight years of age, who has for a long time 
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been bed-ridden, woke np one morning, and found that one of her legs 
had spontaneously detached itself from her body ! She sent for the 
chief officer of the pompes funebres, confided her leg to his charge 
with the request that he would give it decent burial. He was obliged 
to refuse the commission, as his instructions, to which he had sworn 
to conform, especially provided that the person to be buried ahotdd he 
dead. Now the leg was not a person, and the body to which it 
belonged was still alive ; so that he was obliged to decline an under- 
taking which would compel him to depart from the letter and spirit of 
his orders. As a last resort, the leg was sent to the students of the 
nearest hospital, as a subject for dissection. One of the wittiest of 
French writers once said, that the dead are spared one thing— the 
arrangement and execution of their own funerals, that being a duty 
always performed by some one else. But this poor old lady seems to be 
having a foretaste of the difficulties, formalities, and drawbacks 
attendant upon inhumation. To die piecemeal, limb by limb, and to be 
met by such imheard-of obstacles to interment, is one terror more added 
to those that already cluster round the Valley of the Shadow. 

The following post-office legend may take rank with the best fish story 
of the century. A letter was dropped into the Paris office, directed thus : 
" To my Motier, France." The distributors and subordinates, not know- 
ing what to make of so laconic an address, referred it to the postmaster- 
general. "Now is it possible that there's such a fool in France?" mused 
that officer ; " if there is, he must come from the Loir et Cher ; for that's the. 
department that produces all the fools, and there his mother must live." 
So the letter was forwarded to the Loir et Cher. The clerks and postmen 
being as much puzzled as their brethren in Paris, handed the missive to 
the chief officer of the district. " Now is it possible," said he, " that 
there's such a fool in France? — ^if there is, he must be a resident of the 
commune of Carcassonne, where all the fools come from — ^his mother must 
live there." The postmaster of Carcassonne was as much astonished as he 
of Paris, at the stupidity of the writer, but ultimately concluded that if 
there was such a fool in France, it could be no other than Jean. 
Brainsappy, whose mother lived in a little brown house on the comer. 
The letter was sent to Mrs. Brainsappy, and turned out to be in reality 
from her affectionate son Jean. The French postal revenue was increased 
five sous by this act of perseverance in tracing out " My Mother." 
What would the postmaster of New York do, if such a direction^ were 
submitted to him for adjudication? Where every body is so 'cute, 
and all the items going to compose the smartest nation in all cre- 
ation are so sharp, it would be difficult, not to say invidious, to settle 
down on any state or country as entitled to the distinction of producing 
all the fools. I am afraid that the owner would never be unearthed at 
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all, and that the document wotdd bring up at the Dead-Letter Offioe» hj 
leturxL of mail. / 

It has been an immemorial cnstom among the ambulating umbrella- 
seUeis, and makers and menders of cocks for bath-tabs, and spouts for 
sinks, and taps for wine-casks, to announce their passage along the 
various streets by playing on the comet-a-piston or key-bugle. This was 
as indicatiye of the profession of the musician as word of mouth could 
have been. It meant umbrellas just as plainly as oist means oysters. 
But as all these pedestrian tradesmen played the same air, and never by 
chance any other — the famous refrain of Ze Bon Moi Dagohert, syn- 
onymous with Old King Cole — the prefect of police found it tiresome, - 
and so henceforth, it is forbidden. The edict includes all wind-uistru- 
ments in the category of contraband music. If it only embraced all 
hand-organs that played Jeannette and Jeannot, it would conduce still 
more to the public comfort. There is an old gentleman who lives behind 
the Chateau d'Eau, who has been practising for two years on the trombone, 
preparatory to taking to the street as a tinker; but the trombone is out- 
lawed as well as the ccHnet and the key-bugle. As I write these words, 
there's aman under my window shouting umbrellas with all the brassiness 
of a voice trained to exertion by continual intercourse with a bugle. 
Blessings always brighten as they take their flight. I did not realise till 
this moment what a beautifal strain Le Bon Roi Dagobert is,, when 
compared to the guttural accents of a man crying at the top of his lungs, 
"Parapluies! Robinets! YohoyT 

By the time this reaches you, New- York will be in the hey-day of the 
strawberry season. Your Items-man — ^that man about town who seems 
to sleep with his eyes open, and to be in seven or eight localities at once 
—ought to be able to cast a glance at the streets and markets of Paris, 
to inhale the necessary inspiration for a grand Strawberry Lyric. Groan 
as the railroads leading to the Empire City do, and fragrant as the 
environs of the fruit-stalls are with the incense that invades the nostrils 
aad saturates the air, the American strawberry must yield the palm to 
its kith and kin of Paris, for size, flavor, color, and, above all, chei^ness. 
The Princess species, which consists of a pyramid two inches high, and 
an inch and a quarter in diameter at the base — which is redder than 
anything mortal eye ever saw on the outside, and about the complexion 
of a pale cheek on the inside — ^is a great gift of a benign Providence 
to a sinfid race. I should consider this assertion profiane, if it were 
original ; but it is not, being borrowed from Lady Gay Spanker, who 
was going into ecstasies over foxes. Of such strawberries you must 
xoake two bites, spite of the proverb about cherries — or else you must 
kave them imtasted. They are to be had in any quantity now at nine 
wilt a poundi or a York shilling a quart. The French rarely, if ever^ 
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take milk or cream with them. They prefer either sugar alone, or sugar 
and red wine. Kirchwasser is a £a,yorite substitute for sugar ; but this is 
an acquired taste, like a relish for tomatoes. In short, if you wish to 
see, smell, tajste, and believe in strawberries, you must come to Paris. 



CHAPTER IV. 

A RAG-PICKEE*S BANQUET: THE JUG-PICKING FRATERNITY GENERALLY. 

The chiflEbnniers, or rag-pickers of Paris, have lately formed a fraternal 
association. To celebrate its inauguration they have just held a banquet 
Otttside the walls of the city. This took place at the Three-colored Pot, 
a hostelry specially dedicated to the entertainment of chiffonniers. It 
contains three eating-rooms, of different grades of cleanliness. The 
cleanest is used only by the upper class of ragmen — those who possess a 
basket in a state of preservation, and a crook or pick ornamented with a 
copper point. Upon the door is written in chalk, in defiance of the 
revolution of February, " Chamber of Peers." The next apartment, con- 
siderably dirtier than the first, is occupied by such as have baskets and 
crooks in a state of downfal and dilapidation. This is the " Chamber of 
Deputies." The third is sacred to the convivial purposes of all the lower 
order of chiffonniers — such as have neither basket nor crook, but cram 
whatever they get into an old bag. This is styled the "Assembly of the 
True Proletaries.'' (A proletary is a man who has no property and no 
civil rights.) The etiquette observed is severe ; and, in order that no 
one may make a mistake and get into )the wrong room, the badges of the 
different orders, crooks, baskets, and bags, are displayed at the entrances. 
At the fraternisation banquet, however, all ^tinctions were confounded 
in a harmonious hilarity. They all sat at the same table. Their 
deliberations were presided over by the dean of the faculty, an old 
fellow in his eighty-eighth year. Before the viands were placed upon 
the table, the master of the house subjected his guests to the indignity 
of paying for them, having already made them put down the value of 
the spdons. The repast then commenced. The principal dish was called 
an olla podrida. It probably was one. During the dessert the statutes or 
constitution of the fraternity were read aloud by the secretary, and w«re 
highly applauded. The president's health, the prosperity of the associ- 
ation and the union of its members, were then drunk with all the honors. 
A contribution was taken up for sick chiffonniers. One doUar and 
thirty-five cents were collected in less than quarter of an hour. Tho 
signal for departure being given by the preaden^^^^ho^ company 
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dispersed without the least disorder. Instead of receiring back the 
cash which they had deposited as secitrity for the spoonsi they drank 
it in brandy at the counter. 

Apropos of chiffonniers : the municipality are making experiments with 
; a new street-sweeping machine. Improvements and innovations of 
I this sort are looked upon with a very jealous eye by the gentlemen 
I of the hod and the pick. In 1832, dust-carts upon a new plan were 
introduced into Paris; their method of operations removed the heaps 
of rubbish and refase so speedily, that the rag-pickers found them- 
selves all at once without a trade. They called a meeting, got up 
I an insurrection, broke all the wagons on the new plan, and forced 
the City Council to restore the ancient system. From that time 
to this, the regulations for the sweeping of the streets and for the 
removal of the heaps have been conceived in a view td favor and 
extend the chiffonnier interest. Whether the machine upon which 
the city fathers are now bestowing their attention is of a nature to 
arouse the susceptibilities of this interesting class, IM is likely to 
invade their constituted rights, I cannot say. When the streets are 
swept by hand, and the heaps are taken away by broom and shovel, 
the rag-pickers' interests are to a certain degree respected. The piles 
formed by the successive contributions of all the maid-servants in the 
vicinity are allowed to remain till nine o'clock in the morning : till 
that hour the chilfonnier regards them as his lawfiif domain. Nine 
o'clock is to him what cock-crow is to certain other beings that are 
abroad o'nighfs. 

Often, when a dust-man with his spade, and a rag-man with his pick, 
anive at the same moment, the former, with a commendable regard for 
the other's feelings, holds off awhile, till he has overhauled the filthy 
mess, and subtracted from it such valuables as his quick eye detects. 
At half-past nine, all the streets axe clean, and the scavengers have 
disappeared. That you have rag-pickers in New- York, I know ; but that 
you have there individuals who get their food in the streets, I doubt. 
I mean literally, iheiifood; who pick up such rejected morsels as the 
servants have thrown into the gutter. 

From my window, I see one of these horrible creatures every morn- 
ing ; he is as regular as a watchman upon his beat. The chiffonniers 
exclude him from their society ; he is admitted to none of their convi- 
vialities, and never takes part in their annual banquet at the Barrier. 
If you can conceive of a grade lower than that occupied by the chiffon- 
niers, he certainly fills it ; but there can be no rank below him. His 
clothes are penetrated with grease and filth, and if he were so unwise 
as to take them off, they would fall to pieces from the effort. They are 
tied on to his Hmbs by bits of twine and old remxfi^l^ ^^J^^^^L^chiefs 
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or towels tliat lie has found in the gutters. Whenever he stumbles npon 
a piece of carpet, or npon a ragged dishcloth, he generally finds some 
exposed part of his person npon which to utilise it ; and dius, incident- 
ally, while looking for his breakfast, he finds his raiment. He has no 
shoes nor boots, nor any leather at all about his feet; these are 
enveloped thickly in wads of rags and tatters, till they have lost all 
human form, and have become shapeless clouts—a foot through. 





A Street Sweeperess. 



A ChlfEbimier. 



He never washes, nor shaves, nor combs his hair ; he never changes 
his lineo, nor sleeps in a bed. He sleeps a la corde — that is, he lies 
down on the floor, in company with others of his sort, placing the nape 
of his neck on a rope extended &om wall to wall about six inches 
above the ground. He pays two sous a night for this accommodation. 
Where he obtains his two sous I cannot tell ; he gets nothing from the 
street that can be converted into money. He is a collector of refuse 
in a double sense ; for not only does he take what has been turned out 
of doors, but what has been left behind by the more fastidious 
chiffonnier, as valueless and unpalatable. I^ walks slowly and 
shufflingly — never scampers to a pile, with greedy haste, to be the 
first to explore its contents ; for he knows that what is the object of his 
search will wait till he comes. He kneels down over ih^ heap, with a 
squalid basket in one hand, using the other to turn over the horrible 
mass. A cabbage-leaf, a fragment of lettuce, sometimes an onion or the 
peelings of an onion, a few turnip-tops or dicing^i[^]|^^^l^es, are the 
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more usual godsends that reward his search. They form the basis of his 
I morning meal, and are the ingredients of his yegetable soup. He may 
j lometimes give it a savor of flesh, if he is lucky enough to find a bone, 
or some remnant of a chicken's carcase. He upturns, from time to time, 
a slice of toast, or the end of a loaf; if it is soaked with muddy water — 
as the gutter usually flows close by — ^he treads upon it to press out the 
humidity, and then gently places it in with the onion and the turnip-tops. 
He even collects potato-parings, if the knife has been unskilfal, and has 
left any portion of the tubercle clinging to the skin. I have seen* him 
gather up, with trembling flngers, a quantity of coffee-groimds, as if he 
were collecting pinches of snuff. All this is to be cooked over and made 
into an olla podrida. And as the pot must be made to boil, he is on the 
look-oat for odds and ends of fael, if any come in his way — ^half-bumed 
pieces of coal, charred wood, and anything that will hold' flre and 
evolve heat. The same basket carries both cinders and dinner— he 
assorts them when he gets home ; imd thus he lives from day to day. 
It would astonish no one when he dies, to learn thatpie has left two 
or three thousand francs in coin, and that having no heir, and leaving 
no will, his treasure reverts to the hospitals, or is claimed by the 
Domaine Publiq^ue. 



CHAPTEE V. 



BEVISION AGAIW— AN EXPURGATED CONSTITUTION— POITE-AND-TWENTT 
BLACKBIRDS — LOUIS PHILIPPE'S PORCELAIN. 

June 16th, 1851. 
The week has not been a prolific one in incidents of interest or moment 
to readers on your side of the water. After a storm comes a calm. The 
adage is as true of French politics as of meteorological phenomena. 
The grand question of revision having for the moment shifted from 
the Chamber to the bureaux, it progresses with less tumult and dis- 
order. The special commission, the sub-commission, and the six clerks 
that it employs, are ail at work in their various capacities. The mem- 
bers of the commission debate, argue, and philosophise upon the general 
question^ revision or no revision — partial or total. The members of the 
iob-commission are occupied in putting in order the masses of petitions 
presented in behalf of revision. These are classed, first according to 
departments ; then those praying for simple revision are separ&ted from 
those spedfpng particular articles as subjects of amendment. Tlie 
number of signatures and of crosses, together with their legalisation, by 
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the proper officer, are preserved in statistical tables. Nothing has yet 
happened to lessen the probability of the ultimate rejection of all revi- 
sional propositions. Still, the Central Committee of Petition do not 
relax in their efforts. Their late bulletiDS conclude with the words, 
" Petitions will be advantageous up to the moment when the general 
desire shall have been converted into a definitive resolution." A day 
somewhat distant, from present appearances. 

The election takes place in eleven months — on the second Sunday, or 
12th -of May, 1852, — and, by an extraordinary oversight, the constitution 
requires that the existing president lay down his powers on that day. 
An interregnum of ten days or a fortnight is inevitable, as nothing but 
revision, now considered impossible, can repair the negligence. There 
seems to be no way out of the dUemma, unless the same liberal style of 
interpretation t>e adopted which has often been used before, — ^as, for 
instance, in regarii to the article declaring the liberty of the press. The 
article reads, *<Tlie press cannot, in any case, be subjected to restraint." 
By a sort of b(^ poetical license, but pleasii^ from its very boldness, 
the passage was made to read, ** The press can, in any case, be subjected 
to restraint ;" and the law was passed in conformity with this interpre- 
tation. Some su(|}i sleight-of-hand will get us out of any difficulty that 
may flow from the interregnum. Do propose to some enterprising 
publisher to issue an expurgated edition of the French constitution, 
to match the Sunday-School Shakspeare, and Horace's Satires adapted 
to Infant Minds. To tell the truth, the constitution needs revising, in 
more ways than one, but not in behalf of monarchical or imperial 
aspirants. 

Last evening was a pattern of a moonlight night — everybody was 
abroad to enjoy the pure air and the clear radiance of the goddess of the 
crescent. The frequenters of the cafes were relieved of their ennui by a 
new distraction. This was a woman vdth a bushel-basket full of 
swallows. The miserable little prisoners were in a perfect mash. The 
four-and-twenty blackbirds'baked in a pie could not have looked half so 
much like a pudding as did this quivering pile of swallows. Any one, 
on payment of two sous, had a right to insert his hand into the basket, 
'hrough an aperture designed for the purpose, select a subject for 
deliverance, and render him back to life and liberty. Paris was gay, 
and the loungers were light-hearted. The swallows were rapidly released. 
Such a joyous troop of happy swallows as dashed off into the clear blue 
air, the moment they felt the cool breeze touch their panting little 
breasts! Such an anxious band of dubious, uncertain swallows, as 
plumed their crumpled wings and nursed their tattered legs, after 
having taken refiige on some friendly eave or hospitable spout! And 
what a piteous, vnretched set of maimed and helpless swallowsi that 
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«rald not grasp the proffered liberty, but fell, bloody and out of breath, 

on the hard and dusty pavement ! At the bottom of the basket were a 

score or two of convicts, who had not waited for the ransom. Their 

spirits, or their breath, or whatever it is that constitutes a swallow's 

lijfe, had been disenthralled, gratis. Not all the two sous pieces in the 

vorld could make those eyes re-open, or those wings spread themselves 

for flight again. The woman was angry. It was a clear loss of over 

half a dollar, for no one would redeem a dead swallow from captivity, 

nor would any one take the lot at any conceivable discount ; so the poor 

things were emptied into the gutter, and in the course of the night 

found their way to the Seine. As lamentable a history as that of Cock 

Kobm ! If the immortal author of that nursery lyric had only lived in 

our day, what a subject he might have found for his pen and pencil in 

this street-side drama ! He would not have failed to point an impressive 

moral upon useless and wanton cruelty. He would not have let the 

opportunify pass to declare that what was once said of sparrows, may 

be equally weU applied to swallows — "Not one of them falleth to the 

ground without His knowledge ! " And it would be well if some one 

T^onld warn the swallow-catcher of last night, that bread bought with 

money so cruelly earned, brings no blessing with it. It would be better 

left untasted, as Macbeth's Amen would have been better left unsaid. 

An interesting sale has been going on for some days in the Pare de 
Monceaux, one of the national promenades of Paris. There is an 
immense wooden structure there, formerly occupied by M. Ledru Ilollin, 
and the artizans composing the Ateliers Nationaux under his charge. 
Here was arranged, upon temporary shelves, a large part of the furniture, 
tmd especially the smaller articles, of the late Royal Family. Glass 
and porcelain — the latter from the manufactory of Sevres, were disposed 
of in almost fabulous quantities. Americans were large purchasers of 
everything that was portable, and could be conveyed beyond sea ; the 
prices were generally lower than those at which the same articles could 
be bought new ^t the famishing warehouses. A solid glass decanter, 
of the most transparent crystal, without scratch or flaw, is certainly not 
dear at four francs— but when you remember that it is ornamented 
with the crown, and the initials L. P., you ave doubly satisfied with your 
bargain. Many persons who weife successftd bidders for L. P.'s, expect 
soon to vary their collection by the addition of a few B-. F.'s — and thus 
count upon possessing quite a museum of odds and ends of Royalty and 
Republicanism. But we are not all so hopeless for the cause of free 
Government here. There are many of us yet who believe that the 
lecanters of Louis Philippe will remain a long time upon the shelves of 
ihe curiosity shops, before they are joined by the cups and saucers of the 
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CHAPTEE VL 



The CbmmiflnoBL vppmaJM, to cxanuae tibo propositisnA £ar 2!eviflio« 
preaeaited to the A^s^Drbly, has teiiDuuited ito klbfiffm. After rcjeodai^ 
Bdmy xeadrngs, it aoeef ted, by Bine votes to «z, a ina preeeated hj M. 
deltooglie. Thif? frnij irhirh tm thr tinij tmn Tijmin irbiirb thir fHfrmanion 
ef tlie Cliamber will be brougbt to beax, ie woMled thus :-^ 

■"Tlie National Aflflembly.eoasidexu^ tlieltth Artkleef tibeCmwIi. 
tatian, ea^eseea tbe deake tbat the CrmrtiitiitMn bo wviaed, total^ 
OfxnfonBably to said artiele.'' 

Tbn Artu^ is aa Mloimi }— 

^Wbea in the last year ef any L^iskfane il» Aji^nbly liiall haa/B, 
cxpresBed-« -wiah that the Constitatioii be soTiiedy ^ther -wholly or in 
pag[t,aiii^xefiaioiishaUboaoeora|^iahedinthB foUowii^iBaBner^ 

'< The wish expressed by the Aueemhly shall not be cdtv^rted iaito 
a definitiTe resolotiom tiU u£ter three ooaaseeati^re dftHberaJAgpst one 
stonth apart, each one of which must fasa by tbzee-^iiarte» of tiie 
whole T«te thrown* 

** The whole mnmlMr «f TOtes miost be fire kandred at kart. 
: <** The KeriflioBal Assembly fidmll s^ thaee nwiiLths only. 
' '''It shall be competeat to treat no other maitea than the veviaioiK foe 
wlddi it slall have been tmcwAEitd^ 

''NenrcaiihelesBy in eaae of naqg^eoi necesditf* it may pvcmde £» legasSa-^ 
tiTe needs*" 

This propositiaa having passed, the next point in order was tiae 
eiectioa of a reporter. The choiee of M. de Toeqneville sarpiised evevy 
eoe, and created a deep aensatkm upon the benches of the Assexnldy. 
MM. de Broglie and Odillaa Barret felt sore of the nooiination. The 
former receiyed but five votes and the latter two, eight being girexL fbc 
M. de TocqueyiUe ; of these eight, sin wei« thrown by the Kepsblicazi 
minority; the vote of M. de Conreelies, and that of M. de TocqueviUe 
himself, decided it in his £&yoiir. The report will be, therefore, to a 
certain extent, a minodty report, the Legitimifit and Bonapartaarf 
majority bang left in the lurch. The position of M. de Tocqueville -«riU 
be clearly seen by the following extracts, taken at hazard fcam. lus 
speech before the commission : 

** I believe that the initiative in the petiti<^| ^s^^^ofsnt was taken 
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l^lfa»aAsmiMMtin. If Ap urifc i wiMkwiii iJiaKL §aA Jhafcifc hm yae 

kgnni ite anlknnitj yifc«eMB te iwliMd; miii rapoEt it ing M t» Bag" bo. 

»I ^ink tiie CoiaitiMbn inUyvni I IstMam ifaifc mmqb k 4»r 

the resolutioii a deckcsticn im Mnlf «Ci3ieflHD]iteBiiaBe«f the fifipoUic. 
I have said more. 1 haye expressed an opinion that it would be well to 
ftiseri in the report that it is iMmg^gpaMkan point of view that revision 
is desired, 

"We inTite the nation to ft» perforaaHBe of an act which may be 
efficacioiis, bat will certaiaibf be perilocis. Our mission, mider these 
carcumstances, is to indicate %• the eaantnjr wkat it has to do. I propose 
to BtLj to the people simply fhss : We deem it impossible, at present, ta 
think of the re-establishment «f monaraliy ." 

The day after the declacttlKm of these sentiments, M. de Tocqueville 
was elected reporter. Thewibr will not fail to notice, that, in accord- 
ance with the ideas expoened im ftiBnidiiriii , the report to the Assembly 
will take strong gromiS m &v«r «f ilie Bepdblic, and against all monar- 
chical mancenyres. He JtepublieiMi 4» nat eonceal their satisfieustion at 
the choice of repOKte'. Though they are apposed to revision on any 
terms, M. de TocqaoviQe is to them the least' objectionable candidate 
among the members eomposing the majority of the commission. 

During the discusskn of one of the propositions, its author was called 
before the commission to state his reasons and opinicfns. This he did in 
such a ridiculous manner as to excite the hilarity of all the members 
saye one. While they were laughing at the sallies of the honourable 
deputy. Gen. Cayaignac preacarved a digosfied silence. At the end of 
the sitting he requested the stenographer to insert in the report that he 
had xi0t «ran snaeaed. ''Jis tit riB jmimtm, ftmmd H B9t fUM^Mw -Ss la 
M^mt^Rawe!^ 

M. de Oin»&i, wIri l»d dBeiBrei in the iinh^ 

t»&e x%tit <xf ]»eiiti«ft, gl<pes tae veanem Ibr tbe smie art; flome kiigfb 

k €ie JVease, ami ciles tiie apectati^ BOW to 'be eeciL thremgiioTEt 1^^ 

Aait «f balf a naIEo& fii»etioB»riee-e(f ^tm goiv^mmeDt, petitieiaBg the 

Aa a m^l y ibr a ehaoige in t&e Oonstihitieii, Imewn to be entkely im the 

kto af ^st ef tifaa eaoctrng P^resideiit. Thk he censiden a scandal, sk 

imposition, and « pesitiye daagiar. But, besides this, the people in 

petitioning perform the act of a subject, not that of a sovereign. The 

light of petition, which was sacred iinder the monarchy, is out of tune 

with republican iastitutions. The people, from whom all power 

, emanates, cannot, without abdicating , condescend to petition their repre- 

.tentatiyes, who merely possess a delegated authority. The answer to 

this is obvious. If the people, who are sovereign, desire or will a cer- 

I tain act of legislation, they must of course communicate such a desire or 
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will to those to whom legislation is intrusted. A command, an nnqiiali- 
fied, imperious dictate would hardly be in good taste, or a gracious, 
parliamentary method of indicating their wishes. There is no other 
method left but a simple request, with which the legislature is desired 
to comply. There is no humiliation in such an act. 




Emile de Girardin. 

M. de Girardin, with all his talent, is a good deal of a charlatan. He 
delights in dilemmas, as a favorable opportunity for ingenious simplifi- 
cations; he revels in labyrinths, for he always has an Ariadne's dew with 
which to conduct society out of the danger that environs it ; he inyents 
riddles, for the purpose of solving them ; one day he is the Sphinx with, 
a whole column full of enigmas, and the next he appears as CEdipus, 
with an answer for every one of them. M. de Girardin loses the positioii 
and influence to which his talents entitle him, by this exaggerated fBincy 
for whatever is new, strange, startling, and paradoxical. 
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CHAPTEB VII. 

LOUIS KAPOLEON AGREES TO ACCEPT RELIGIOUSLY THE WILL OP THE 
PEOPLE — ^FRENCH LIGHTNING. 

July 3rd, 185L 
The Presideiit's speech at Poitiers has been the political event oi tne 
veek. One sentence, the most significant of the whole, is a brief but 
apt rSsumS of the reciprocal rights and duties of a people and its rulers : 
"The safety of the country proceeds from the will of the people, freely 
expressed aad religiously accepted." That is, Louis Napoleon desires 
that the country make known its wishes through the ballot-box, to t 
whidi wish, thus legally expressed, he will fiedthfoUy and religiously 
conform. In theory this is the base — the essence of republicanism, and 
^f it were a fair representation of the probable course of events, tho 
fatoie of this country would excite but littie anxiety. But it is not. 
The win of the country will not be freely expressed. One-third of tho 
legal voters will probably be prevented from exercising their rights. 
The two-thirds that remain -are deprived of the privilege of coming to a 
proper understanding of the wants of the country and the merits of the 
several candidates, by the laws which have throttied the press and 
made discussion of political subjects in the tribune a penal offence. As 
for the second term of the proposition, that the President will religiously 
accept and abide by the will of the people, conveyed through the ballot- 
box, this will be good news to those who supposed M. Bonaparte 
capable of attempting a coup d^Stat in case the vote went against him. 
It is certainly the most significant phrase the President has ever pro- 
nounced. Delivered on so solenm an occasion, and under the impressive 
drcnmstances of the case, it is more than a pledge, and partakes almost 
of the character of an oath. To those who hope to see Louis Napoleon 
Bonaparte vacate the presidential chair at the expiration of his term, 
and who trust in the succession of a better man and a more sinciere 
Bepublican, this formal asseveration gives comfort and assurance. 

The electric telegraph from Paris to Havre was inaugurated on tho 
first of the month. A school of initiation into the mysteries of telegra- 
phic communication has lately been opened in Paris by the government. 
The students are principally old soldiers, rather disabled by the honor- 
able wounds they have received in the service of the country, and who 
are only too happy at being able to earn an easy livelihood, and thus 
cease to be a burden on the state. If .the telegraph were the same 
thing here that it is in the United States, working day and night, 
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swaUowing down a speech of Daniel Webster, or a President's Message, 
and ryiftViTig nothing of it, these veterans of the last century would 
hardly be the sort of thing the servioe wovM require. A man that can 
remember when the mail was carried on horseback, can neyer be made 
to. nndenrtand idm profoety of sendiog it by lightning. But here on. 
the continent, and espeeuJly in France, an Inyalide with a wooden, 
leg, or an old Imperial Guard upon whom Austerlitz has left an 




t tb» Mu^e of s KiMg «n» wffl lie amply fitte£ £» 
I dtdim €f thr tAgrnyk an it k «t ywftM^ wntostoad. Acoapl««f 
,€Bbodyi^ tin ^vwLteM fMt that th* Miniitzy liaa 
oi mmMnrm m Hkt Ghmher, namtsHhiag of eqflal 
[ Mairid or liabM, ftnt oor usaal daily oo nsnm p t ion •£ 
Mglirfkubig. TkaOma^dM^iMfii^ofta^dayhaa^weliaeoftdagiaphic 
ii» IlfMa and ^To^toM^haifecaGk three liaea; the Po^TM two. Avery 
lean digest €f the Aanoriean aewabytke rtranyw at LimMpool agjiaaTW 
» the JMsdb^ jvirf; tinee boon in adtaiiQe el tltt Buu^ 



Btekgrap^snaonr (laM^mvUiflTt^ia eveiy put of Fzaaee^ Imt 
a»thi9 iM OQMtrolled bj the governmsat, and aa prion are yerj high, they axe 
rtfll bat little used by the newspapers. The loia<^est printed despatch— other than . 
those paid finr by the goyemment— that I haye seen in a French jotunal, eon- 
tained nineteen lines. 



y Google 



31ZC0L0BED SKEXCSE8 XK PA£I& 



23 



CHAPTER Ynr. 

BE TOOOCTETIXXE CASICATUBED — THE GOYEBNMENT CENSURED — ^THB 
U&UJSTAIX EEPUSiS TO EIGHT— SCEAPING THE SEINE— A COURT OF 
J9SXIGE IN A. CELLAR. 




Pierre I^foux* 



TiOr lotii, ussiu 

•M. BE TooaiXEYILLE, reporter of like commisskm ifer ezamiiBBLg tiir 
pnpodtiaiis for rerision, and M. de Melnn, reporter of the sidb^connsifr- 
Am. fbr coilectiiig and methodismg the petitioDS upon the same sahjeet,, 
iiare both submitted tbeir reports to the Assembly. M. de TocquevOie'ii 
'tOOidiisuMUi are &yorable to a total revision, or reyision without pre- 
Tkms specification of the articles to be modified. The doeaniient is a 
oaaly naimpQflsioned performance, and ntteiij hS» of moying^ or eoa- 
udB^ a miiid inclined to an adverse opinion upon the subject in debate. 
Ike ¥ote upon aecepting or rejecting it in committee was eight to six 
(one mymN** being absent), each part j keeping its own nuanbers intact. 
Among the members who are to speaJk in fb,vor of the etuiclaaioiie of 
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the report are MM. Fa]loux, Odillon and Ferdinand Barrot, Coqnerel, 
de Broglie, de Montalembert, de Meliin and Dufaure, beside about twenty 
others less known to your readers. Among those who are to speak 
against the proposition are, Emmanuel Arago, Victor Hugo, Jules Favre, 
Bac, Pierre Leroux, Cavaignac. and about twenty others. It is the 
custom in the French chamber for the orators fx> follow each other d tour 
de role — ^that is, a person defending a measure is always succeeded at 
the tribune by one opposing it, and vice versd — two supporters or two 
opponents never speaking successively. ,To keep up this alternation 
with effect, it is necessary for those intending to toke part in the dis- 
cussion to write their names in advance in the secretary's book, and 
state upon which side they will speak, whether for or against. 

M. de Tocqueville's arguments are thus summed up by Alphonse Karr, 
a witty feuilletonist and romancer : — 

" Some one may break into the house — ^let us demolish it, therefore^ 
as a matter of prudence ; 

** The ship may be wrecked— let us bum her, therefore, as a measure 
of precaution; , 

" I may be killed in a duel— let me, therefore, blow my brains out ; 
" The law may be disobeyed— let us, therefore, abrogate the law, that 
no one may fail in the respect to which it is entitled." 

From the report of M. de Melun, reporter of the methodising com- 
mittee, it appears that the whole number of petitions offered, up to the 
1st of July, is 13,524, and the total of signatures, of all sorts and shapes, 
1,123,625. Out of this number, a little over one million are hondjfid^ 
signatures, and about a hundred thousand are the marks, crosses, and 
hieroglyphics of those who cannot write. Again 750,000 express a desire 
for revision, simply ; 370,000 for revision and prolongation of the President's 
powers ; and 12,000 ask for prolongation, without mentioning the rather 
necessary intermediate step of revision. The reporter proposes to set 
aside about 42,000 signatures out of the total, inasmuch as they must be 
considered unconstitutional — asking, as they do, that the present assembly 
revise the constitution, or itself declare M. Bonaparte President for 
another term. One petition is drawn up in a manner highly dia^ 
respectful to the assembly, and this also it is proposed to set aside. 
M. de Melun finished by calling the attention of the committee to the- 
part played by the local authorities in the petitionist movement — Ysy 
the prefects, tiie sub-prefects, the mayors, the police, etc., etc. The 
following paragraph is a bitter pill for Leon Faucher : — 

** May this result be a lesson for the administration, which in sncb 
cases, so far ^m encouraging, ought to check the ardor of its fonction- 
aries. Its interfereiice only weakens the importance of a movement in 
which the morality, the sincerity, the spontaneity of the petitioners are oC 
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more effect than the mere abstract nimiber of the signatiires. The hand 
of the Government, in increasing their total somewhat, is very far from, 
adding to their valtie" 

The fajnoTis Central Committee of Resistance have at last been cap- 
tured, and aU their matSriel, press, proof, copy, forms and type, seized 
and remoyed to close quarters. Twelye persons implicated have been 
arrested. Three of them are the editors of the Bulletins, while the 
others, doffing for the moment their real professions of schoolmaster, 
clock-maker, lemonade>man, musical instrument-maker, coffee-house 
keeper, wine-dealer and professor, donned for the nonce those of com- 
positor, proof-reader, and pressman. The twelfth issue of this crazy^ 
league is as violent and senseless as its predecessors. The President is 
apostrophized as a cretin stupide et titu, a pot-house expression, which, 
may be rendered by the phrase, a stupid and wrong-headed spoeney. 
A bold figure of speech concludes this precious appeal to the Demo- 
cracy : " Brothers, be on the qui vive ; if they tear the constitution, we'll 
wad our rifles with the pieces!*' There's one consolation in this threat ^ 
if they wad their rifles with nothing else, they will not do much harm. 

The principle adopted by a large part of tiie Republicans in France,, 
and advocated by the National newspaper, rigidly to abstain &om 
voting until the restoration of universal suffrage shall have been accom- 
plished, is beginning to be very evident in its effects. Thus, in the 
department of Seine-et-Mame, which counts 100,000 legal voters — under 
the constitution — the very small number of 22,000 elects the ** law and 
order^ candidate to the COiamber. In the Dordogne, numbering 146,000 
ildotors, a candidate is elected by 40,000 votes. In the department of* 
the Haute Vienne, 12,000 out of 80,000 make the necessary majority.. 
The object of the Republicans in thus absenting themselves from the 
polls, is, to render the Chamber the representative of a fraction of the 
'coimtry, instead of the whole of France. Beiug sure, beforehand, of 
being beaten, xmder the action of the law of the 31st of May, they will 
not give their sanction and countenance to an election, by even voting- 
against the Government candidate. " If we bring out our whole strength,, 
and he is elected in spite of us, he becomes in some sort our representa* 
tire ; but in abstaining, we have neither part nor lot in him, nor he in us» 
Bestore us universal suffrage, as granted by the constitution, and if we 
aie beaten then, it will be in a feur fight. But to tie our hands behind 
us, and then invite us to a trial of strength with adversaries whose anna 
are free — against such tactics as this we protest. And by refusing to. 
take part in such a struggle, we put our protest on record." I see 
notliing unreasonable in this. The Republicans have been decimated^ 
and refuse to contend in an unequal contest. It shows good courage, 
and pats the government in the situation of a cowardly boy, who never 
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tnsdes except mflt fitde fellvwi Utf hk wM^aadwhea lie gets them 
down, gives them a sofund dralMig, pzocee^ag: em. tiie suppoaitiieMQ tiiat 
they have no Mends. But the little boy grows big by aaad by^ and tbea. 
he pays back with interest. Jwt suppose ^a» auflsikss are votes,^ instead 
of snow-baUs, and you have m iitUL of the Ittle boy — mmely,^ Bepob- 
licanism, grown up, asd reinfvwted mi the rifhts. whkh bekog to the 
elder brother. 

The waters of the Seme toe j«st at this, mffia^t running very low. & 
circumstance whidi has enaUed ons-hall the warld to see how the other 
lialf lives, or at least has brswghi to lighi&iifiw method of eamiBgQDe'A 




A U fa w ageui ' . 

daify bread. Yob can easEy ccncctve that the gvd^ers and drains of a 
dty like Paris, besidies doing the imtaral dnty oi carrying off its filOi 
and refuse, occasionally pi^er a diamond brooehor a^oomelLan seal ; that 
liiey make way, now and then, with longB that have dropped from 
in*fitted fis^^ers, small pieces of aioaey that slide throngh^^achesoiis 



pseBNE^ mad witii a <lh>nMfmi triies •£ Hm net AH tiieie sewBia enptj 
iBt»1feSeuM. In d— tia» a TifiiatAtit aMJny awaetoaily to the yoan^ 
■mE tniTefikbg^ sle^f ki^ jnraly soimb tuo or three wibtexziiieflji. 
miles, is throwm m c omfuy witik an «eHi of luoiii^ dBcompftsing eab^ 
ljiigft h. li!i«[ve i^ file Iwlffiifipd eareassea of dof^ and catiy aad ludi ]ike 
BBeafitj, inte tke ifIj— iid af tfaa tiwE. WliBai» aa at inesaBi, the wat«r 
is low, erad ^t is po a oiMe to wade, wtHw^ ineattraakaioe, yon maj aeA 
Mf^a-^qgett men—lla f a gw i re , thief an oideil— axaiad -with ironzaJcefl^ 
vipio^teeai waist isi tb& stnan^ aczapsag aad lyhimtag ita hed^ in tha 
hope tjf bri ttgiiig ta light aame ohjaet of -wtkua, aowKortihk inia huead^ 
1idBedVeai»,aMifiMdpatateai. it aeeaaftta ha naUj a pnifiisahfe kadfi» 
ftr ibe fisw' ^y» that it hMbu 

eDmiBd fer the «fef<iidBiit had tibfi floar. "^l^dk at hin, gentlamen. af 
^ ile jary, gd yaaa^ar aca*— Ailfaiapoiat hia AuBPatia w» integniptad. 
If a rather sing^ular incident. A slight crack was heard, and tha thrae 
jndj^, -QiB gwciaM eMt^ attaoaajv dieiBidant «mL coBstaUe^ tageiher 
inQi a giaaa of aagar aad wat«, sndidpfily diaayniand. Thfijhadgana 
ftzoogh tt» floor nAa tha eaB^B. Hiat part af tha aadieofie that waa 
aocBBtomed to g9 ta Ae thealm waa iudhij xeaaiadad of the td-jiightLj 
tocent of tiiefeat^igfcts, hMXwtJt tiaapMaeB»taha tmaiaad aad TieplmH 
abed. Someiifng af tfiii kimdamaA hMPehappaaad tftllieji^^ 
ihe a t te u ej, for ia ftaiw iinartaca af an haar thejr cana i^ again* 
anfEed aad lefiashadL Umb dafaHbnat^ aenaafil XBBimed where he left 
eg-*' a peraon of aach tiaad i ipaf iiiiiffin» of aaak iiaepBnafiha,h]e iattcal% 
sTsDcli modest ^epeitBMat?* 



CTHAFTEB IX. 



«BB SiSBlXE AHD TH£ ORATOR— TlOXm mtSe fSTmaSl*— TBX TOU^— 
SEOR XEPVBLLC UNHAB3I£I>— DEMOC. flDG. AlTD ASWEQ. 

J«l7 2l8t, 1851. 
The grand debaBb&eomneBeed ia Ae C&aaaber, m the midst oi a tran- 
fnQity and reserveon tiie part af tibe papiyation, aach as France has 
not yet seen imder tftw RepaMicy or at leaat disriJ^^ the discniiwion of any 
in^rtant question. There was isa appearance ef auzieij in the streetsi 
3iere were no knots of aneasy speealatoca oa the ehaaces of fbrthcoodng 

I events— no effervescing army of anarchists keeping the city and country 
tt peipetttal ahoai. Everybody knew that the Assembly was arguing 
upon a foregone conclusion. The conviction was aa^rt^J^^^e bill 
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-would be lost, as that the sun will set to-night. And it is this convio- 
tion, this consdousness that the constitution will surviye the shock, and 
that the defenders of the charter are strong enough to repel the attack^ 
that insured the country quiet and peace during the battle. 

The debate, which commenced on the 14th instant, was pre&ced by 
M. Dupin, the president, who seems to consider himself a sdioohnaster, 
at the head of a set of rowdy scholars. His pettish scoldings, whenever 
a pupil is not of his opinion, well sustain this conception of his position. 
After he had counselled forbearance and moderation, the tribune was 
successively occupied by several speakers. M. Falloux made a brilliant 
speech in favor of monarchy, and General Cavaignac repUed. On the 
15th, M. Coquerel, the Protestant clergyman, made an eloquent but 
impracticable and contradictory argument for revision in behalf of Louis 
Napoleon. This was followed by a very capital and convincing speech 
from M. Michel (de Bourges) for the constitution and its loyal admi- 
nistration. 

On the 16th, M. Michel finished his address, and was followed by M» 
Berryer, the Dan O'Connell of Bourbonism. He is a man of admitted 
eloquence, siacere conviction, and gentiemanly bearing. He spoke with 
great fervor and excellent temper and manner ; yet it was but the effort 
of a prophet seeking to raise the dead, without the answering spirit of 
inspiration. The carcass lay ghastiy and silent under his impassioned 
cry that the day of resurrection had come. Eloquent as was Ms appeal^ 
noble as were the sentiments that breathed through his address, nothing 
could have been more fatal to his purpose. The feeling of the Assembly 
— the verdict pronounced the next day in Paris and spread over the 
country — ^was, "Monarchy is dead!" 

On the 17th, M. Duprat spoke against revision, as well as M. de 
Larochejaquelin. The latter is a Monarchist, and is in favor of the 
Bourbon restoration.* He declares, and very justly, that the present 
constitution was based on universal sufi&age; that all the members 
were elected and the government put into operation upon this principle. * 
The mutilation of suffrage by the law of the 3l8t of May, cutting off 
three or four millions of voters, he contends, was an act of treason ; and 
before he consents to revision, he insists that this violent and unconsti- 
tutional law be repealed. He is thus in favor of putting monarchy and 
republicanism to ike vote, and he wiQ abide by the result. This ill- 
advised persistency dismays the Legitimists, and hence he is christened 
by them the " Enfant Terrible" of their party. 
The same day Victor Hugo ascended the tribune. He is perhaps the 

* M. de Larochejaquelin was made Senator by Louis Napoleon in 1852, and , 
gave in bis fall adhesion. Digitized by v^ooyic j 



TRICJOLORED SKETCHES IN PARIS. 29 

most dreaded of all the Bepnblicaiis. His bitter sarcasm, his passionate 
appeals, his crushing broadsides of denunciation, his startling powers 
of prophetic painting, as they rose in the memory of the four hundred 
and fifty Kevisionists, made them quiver in their seats. Abeady had 
the discussion in the Assembly been to their, disadvantage. The game 
was obvious. Victor Hugo must be wt down; the debate must be 




Victor Hugo. 

Stifled. The scene which followed is past description. The first sentence 
which &11 from his lips was received with deep murmurs from the Bight. 
As his Paixhan shot broke thick and fast, he was repeatedly assailed by 
sibes, personal attacks, and insinuations. While he was speaking, and 
the Bight were interrupting, M. Dupin cried out, "Oh! let the man go 
on, for the love of God!'' The ConstittUionnel etylea this an instance 
of M. Dupin's indefatigable wit and smartness. Victor Hugo is certainly 
an intemperate speaker, and I am far from accepting his principles as 
genuine Republicanism. He was entitled, however, to attention from 
the Bight, and to protection from the President. He concluded his 
speech under constant interruption, and in the midst of taunts and poor 
jokes. 

The discourse of M. Dufaure, formerly one of Louis Napoleon's 
^^imsters now a member of the Opposition, was listened to in com- 



so 





Ob 41m iuth ^ of ^dMe, ft iaqp ^iM spnn^p li^ litt Bi^t 1 
B HP im r trm ff ¥iflirwiii 3ke feoMr ^aanmnd tfant 
«aflh dft/* twi' i iw i cn t -fpore «ertBiiilf «n ife ocfe df thw < 
that the republican sentiments, the firm conyictionB, tlie ardent love 
of constitationality professed hf 4» Ifeuntain, were spread through 
the country by the many toag^MAfMH^SBieyen by M. Leon Faucher's 
own organ, the Moniteur. Of iriiat use, said ike Minister of the Interior^ 
to have closed the clubs, gp^gysd the printing itfices, and set a watch on 
eyery Republican in the lni,2 we are to bu» ihese subyersiye doctrines 
preached from the tribimi^«Bi nuoM b^ Ite^oyemment itself to every 
nook in France? So M. Imm Fauchar resolved that the discussion 
should be brought to an end, md from that moment the liberty of the 
tribune, for the Mountain at least, was smong^ihe things that were. The 
members of the majority, wholHiA m s fra b rf t&err names as speakers in 
fistvor of the proposition, agiadl ^ mmn itkar i%ht, as it seemed to be 
necessary to choke off the tkgKMkmam. ML Lhhl ¥kncber intimated to 
M. de Montalembert, that, if 1m was not partiealKif flnamis to deliver the 
oration he had prepared, the discussion would be dosed during the day. 
M. de Montalembert yielded. The close of the debate was demanded as 
M. Odillon Barrot concluded his say upon the subject. Spite of the 
energetic protestations of the Left, it was carried, and the oj£oers of the . 
house prepared to take the vote. 

Up to this day, the 19th, Paris had remained perfectly tranquiL 
There was now a certain degree of sensation, though the conyiction ^was 
more general than ever that the cause of revision was tottering under the 
battery of the republic. On the eyening of Saturday, the vote was 
ttkaif amid a nlenoe sad sfliUwnnity eyindsig a deep conscimsnesss on 
^kib fart of ihe n i fiBW.w ^ ^f tiie gxwity of the decision ahout to he 
prwMBDed. Tkeiesatt wftBtflfoUowB: — 

Whole B«nher«fyotes •..«.. 724 
Tkree-f OQitiM ai this nunibeiE^ pkn ane^ the neoes^ 

sary ms^eritf • 544 

Fer reriflieftL ••••^«.. 446 
Against reyiflftcoL •...«.. 278 
Than the MoiKarehasts not only did not obtain three-quarters, but fell 
considarably short of two-thiirds —483. The yote would not have carried 
a bin for reyision even in the United States, where the proportion of 
two-thirds to one-third is required. This fact the Presse takes pains to 
state for the edification of those who complain of the conseryatiye power 
Hn placed in the hands of the minority. Digitized by v^oo^ie 
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Ham €miAioB, at hmtt for ^e froKsit, tke gnnd i»pie ^ afi Ike «bii- 
rmd the sriqeet «iC aH tke peHtieal ia(n|;Qe» of tiw lait inir 
Fer «iie, I 1ibv« %eai ^aiju ie d iirto tiie kepe and C tf ar vida an 

'ftflifc tti0 OQiHililxitina waslil eouM omt of Ae fiory fimuMe vsMBillHd. 

Tba Tiyte ag^iiiint icffuioK is Isrger tiMu tke KepdkMcaBM 'dhand to- 



Ab t» tile ftrtnre^ it iaxtrm&^ be asntteiil tlirtt ivfisieB is i 
inipofl^Me. Tlie AMcix^Af kas decided, ky aiBcij-e^|kt aaeiie Ikan tke ^ 
necessary Tote, against it, for the reason that it is desired Vj one aet of 
men who seek to revise the constitution in order to destroy it, and by 
another set who would remodel it only at the dictation of the present 
executive head. Many have yoted against reyision who still admit that 
the constitution is imperfect; but they wxU not join in a movement 
vfaich is projeeted and prosecuted by conspirators. Their number is 
certain to increase after the recent triumph ; and though the Bonapartists 
may press for other trials — at intervals of three months — ^they are certain 
to eudiM defeat* 




SenMC. Soc and Aiisto. 

There is a Ethograph in the picture-shops, which owes ibi WUc 
to the political feeling of the times. Two dogs, witii approfriate 
features and expression, represent two types in the popnlatioii. Tke 
Democrate Socialiste, or, for brevity's sake, Demoe, Soc,, is figured forth 
by a bull-dog of rather anarchical tendencies. His face is lit up with a 
sort of fiendish glare, and his upper lip is drawn considerably out ef its 
curve, displaying an eye-looth, which at once suggests tiie old Jewish 
formula— an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. Dflboe. Soc. looks 
as if he could set about retaliation on that principle with a hearty good 
wilL As for Arisio,, the dog representing Democ. Soc.'s aristocratic 
opponents, he is a greyhound of very sleek coat,giJ^l^4j|^^®"» ^^ 
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agreeable presence, but not at all of that depth of character which 
distinguishes his adversary* The latter would not only have the advan- 
tage in a bodily tussle, but looks as if he might floor his antagonist in & 
war of words and arguments. It has been generally supposed that the 
Millennium's advent will be indicated by the lion's lying down with the 
lamb; we shall be halfway there when Democ. Soc. and Aristo., 
forgetting their ancient grievances, and discovering that neither can 
subsist without the other, shall coil themselves up on the same rug and 
snooze away till morning. 



CHAPTER X, 



LEON FAUCHER FINOERS THE WIRES— NAPOLEON'S OPINION OF THE 
PARISIANS — SOLID ARCHITECTURE. 

Jxdj 28th, 1851. 
'The political news is nulL The Oiamber is on the point of a temporary 
•dissolution. The sessions are short and uninteresting. M. Dupin rings 
his bell in vain : the representatives, who no longer represent anything 
l)ut themselves, refuse to pay heed to the summons, and cluster thick in 
the lobbies, the anti-chambers, and the refreshment-room. The lost vote 
of any consequence was that of condemnation upon the conduct of the 
cabinet, in the matter of petitions. All the Orleanists, and over fifty of 
the Legitimists, joined the Mountain on this occasion, their object being 
to strike a final blow at revision and protest against any unconstitational 
candidate for 1852. Several of them who took part in this attack went 
to Leon Faucher afterwards, and declared that it was not intended 
personally for himself, but was directed against the scheme merely. 
That honorable minister was considerably, shaken by the result of the 
ballot. By the bye, have you heard of his last telegraphic feat ? It will 
take rank among the most brilliant of his electric triumphs. He 
-announced by the wires, over which he exercises imlimited control, to 
all the prefects on the lines of communication, the overthrow of revision 
in the following manner : 

" The Minister of the Interior to the Prefect of 

<* The vote has just been taken on M. de Broglie's propositioxi to revise 
the constitution. 

" For revision 446 

"AgaUit 278 

" Majority for government 168 " 

NothiQg more nor less can be said of this than that it is a lie, by 
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dmissioii. The country people^ aocnstomed to be nQed by nujorities, 
and not acquainted "with the provision in the constitutiony requiring 
three-quarters of the whole vote, will of course imagine the matter 
settled, and will jump to the conclusion that Louis Napoleon is thus 
made re-eligible. And this is just what Leon Faucher wants. If he 
had wished to make the other side of the question appear, he would 
have done it in some such way as this : 

Necessary ^to adopt the proposition, pr f of 724, the 
whole vote • 544 

In fEiTor of the proposition • • • ^ • 446 

LeaTing the goyemment in a minority of • • 98 

Somebody once said that figures can't lie. That might have been in 
the good old times of Colbum's Arithmetic, and in the days when the 
columns of the multiplication-table were supposed to be imerring : but 
since the advent of Leon Faucher^ they are not a whit more reliable than 
any thing else that's human. 

A day or two ago, a member of the Mountain presented a proposition 
to the Assembly, to the effect that all the telegraphic despatches for- 
warded by Leon Faucher, to the prefects and other authorities in the 
departments, be inserted in the Maniteur at Paris the next day ; in 
order that the Chamber and the public generally may know what sort of 
intelligence the cehtral government forwards to its distant subordinates. 
The minority had no hope of passing the proposition ; but it was a telling 
method of putting thdr distrust of the Minister of the Interior on record* 
A man who holds such an office should certainly be a man of sufficient 
caHbre to be allowed the free and even secret service of the wires. 
The honorable member might modify his bill, and propose to the 
Assembly the propriety of having a minister of the interior of known 
and unquestionable probity — one who is above using lightning to quibble 
"With, and who would consider an untruth by tdegraph quite as grave 
a dereliction from honor as one uttered by the lips. 

In looking over the memoirs of St Helena the other day, I fell upon 
the following appreciation of the Parisians, expressed by Napoleon : ** 1 
care very little for the opinion Of the Parisians ; they are no better than 
wasps that are always buzzing: they are no more worthy of attention 
than an ape delivering a lecture on metaphysics." It must not be 
supposed that the inhabitants of Paris would be offended at this direct- 
ness on the part of the Emperor, if they were generally made acquainted 
with it ; on the contrary, they would be highly gratified and give him 
credit for a vast deal of sagacity. 

If there is anything a Parisian likes, it is to be called light, flighty, 
inconstant ; here to-day and there to-morrow : he compares himself to a 
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MmsBlf t» be iaoiptlile of Mlf-goTesrsmeBt, «ad that he mnflt Jmye some- 
bodj to keep him domu Perhape Napoleoa'a wmilifade of a wasp 
ndgbt iie <Agcd»i to, laasaiDdLaa that iasect ia noted for an acerbity of 
dufpoeitioiL aod is wsp^taadty of yeami quite aaaajmg to those -who 
happen to be ibi vietiBaa; hot aafi>r the hwzzing pvcg^nsitj^ the gad- 
about, fly-away peculiarity, they folly agxee witih thaJEinpeEor iu all his 
ideas about titat. 

I wish our New York builden; could pass six months in Pans, or some 
European city, before undertajpng ^e lahoia of thek profossien. It 
would be done and money well spent, and there would be certainly 
fewer casoaltiea like .yoiur freqaeat descfisita q£ housea befixe they are 
well tqpon their ieg& The maaonry of the cellsr, ia a. Parisian home, 
besides being aa soliil as the walla of the Merehanta' Exchange, is aa 
carefiilly cxeeated aa if it weie. to be aboye gsonnd and to lie all day 
under tiia e^ «f the apecttttox. And yet it ia to be for ever ahnt up 
from the outward air, to keep company with rats and £uigi» dnsiy 
bottUaaad moaldy banek. A house of any pretension, when ita four 
waJls- ava «p, lodca like * foctesa built to^ defy the allied army, witk 
windowa Jar port-^udfis, aad balooniea for maaked batteries* The 
PariaiaBia, in& a aomewhat donbtM ,£ituia before them^ build £ar 
eternity'—- wit^ m, with a pvetty good chaace for soma nfininriAp jet» 
pot op o aaalrn d i ona whidk ecMna down before fkeiy haye weU got up, 
bnryxng faBoaatlL them tibe wahieky wighta who were net a&aid to paw 
uttderthfibriifaidow. The hfxnaea that the genii in the ArahiiHi Nighta 
used to traoflpoct from piaea to pkoe, mnat haye been ereoted after tho 
New York style; wstk a slight hold on the soil, and a perfect willing- 
ness t» cnuBiiiB to dnst, in caaa oineoeaeityyaad JUMryhpim fh^ mm^t fgj^ 
aft a piaco of fobsibatim jostko^ 



CHAPTER XL 



Aagnit Uth« 1861. 
The Society of lliiriy IHye^ Pleasare is driyiag all other adivrertisGrB 
out of ii» field. It BBokes aothhig of occupying the wbole fourth page 
of a first class newspaper, and declares itself ready to spend 100,000 
francs in this method of zeaehing tiie pnblie eye. It ejects 200,000 
subscribers at ££hMB. £raaea a piecei that ia, a total xeceipt of three 
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wmMKfnMi^ fdtb nUsk to poMfaaae for ite 8alMcriber8» «t wlwkrinle, 
md e»ii8e qmm tly at m ixBAMMie cUbcMoit, tiekets, dmug •!» ttontfa^ ta 
nR ifae Aealra% ecmeerli^ billi^ gttDdani, «lfi.,.«te^ ia Pjuao and ite 
atvjroML HffHiiPt £v fifiaea fimos, a subaoeSier will imve a ticket, 
tcMiid^raWa^mdgoodJvlihktjrdaj^ TkifvillbeatthanteoftaLwoa 
a4ay. Hie aatflKpratB^ upecaiatcr at the luead «f this eoneera flukea 
aoBW cnioiui cakadatiaDi. 0b aeti iown the VandeviUe, Diobm' 
Thea^RB^ ajMlAe BeaaBHHPdkai% aa «ipBA»le <of eeada; 3,000 of hk tioiceti- 
liav, ifaesfr tiuoe i^ieatres am akat, and there iaaotlttaoe at 




He pnts down the Opera and O^poraClfBHqae wb Ukdj ta ama^e inth 
Vm Mat M^fim ^piaaea, ^aiiea hath tiMaa tkfaaafem a» in the haMt of 
fla^iiif^ ^ -<wi?flpaakad hoaaea, at iftaea» tai» aad ire finaee a head* 
Sa cx^^aaia 4^060 af hia a^baedhen to aitoid, wsth thmr tea aeiia ti^^ 
4e a—Jierihiaiiii ■ af Hie «||Mr £a«iiamd« whaia adaussioa ta tiu pit 
liaafaRByshadteiiairadiDnw Ha diipaKa^f 100,^00 ladi'ddBala 
hj aandiBg 4Ma ta Banehg^ the Chaiiean Sau^ ete^ eatah- 
nrfaadiaBeapMipaHitvatothraa tnaea a ipesk, at die mant 
hatia^ xakad aaid aaiaped aH ilw iiryiatinna ia tiie xi\j^ mot 
: Ihe i i wua g e i iia aad tiw afaraUa^ aacaaa, he fiada 27,4MK> ef 
prirt^ dbat i» cuiaoi dMpoae af. Katfaiag d&aated, he holdly 
ilfae aecsaat bf kOfetii^ 4haai am "* wriaaa iataMiahmwrta not 
L^Minai^nBgiiit!'' flfwcufatiaw mafaar weat each lengths 
neinideBtakBr Jbaa aat jet a aiag^ aoniaaet to ahaw, bj wJuck 
amy inanagwr Mnda hianantf te open Ma doamio aadh a mottoy awmd aa 
na ald tafce adb nutog aaf flaafferrf tibe Biiriy Djaya* PJeaaara fiacfe^y, 
"fa— gtm» yaaiaalf anitid at am tMicatea atall, Matanimg to the glowisf 
ihetoaie <rflitBihei» vhen, aill at aanr^ a caeaid af ten aeat aKO« kept im 
«e taribgiaaad by higuagiii tiU the ekdc ateikaB «igK BMke §at tha 

amgry fiuaa. I caaaot cooeeifa of amy laaagiir riokiag the eteraai 
«ap]e«aro af hia itfn hag Jhahita9 Ifar aac& a ieetuigv traadtey 
audience la wfll he fonwhed by the Tharfy 2%i' Pfeaauee Society* 

One afthamoBtimpoitiBtdayairf't^ week haaeaaie and goaa suioe 
I last wrote yea. iilai waa the feie af Ihe ^^BntBptf mi jjn*! wimfiikme 
aatjumaaa af the Viiyoi Magy. IM the gixda iaFiaaMwhofejaaoe ia 
-&e aaaaa of Marie, and to wliaBBu im aonaeqaeBoe^ the Vvpn la tiie 
patron aanit, edebtatod tiie vetozn of ikdr aaanal fiutrnty* Oat af 
fiAeen anffien lemalee ia Franea, haw aiaay do yam aupp o ae aae aaiaed 
M«7? Hdlf a aiiSBioa, at kasl Tke fete af one's patron or patxanesa 
is of nmch ngre aecoant than one'a awa birtb^y, and pxaoeats on the 
former oeeaaMQ are naeh more £nB^[aeat than oa the latter. Ibeae ere 
tatudly aeat llie eight h^Bwe, The Bcmi-wecj!^y#glBr-«murket ai tha 
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Madeleine was held, this week, on Thursday instead of Friday, to meet 
the unusual demand for houquets and ladies' delights* At nightfali, 
every eligible nosegay, every presentable bud or blossom, every rose- 
l}ush or flower-pot, of which a donor might not be ashamed, had been 
conveyed to the boudoir of some one of our ocean of Marys. Those 
unhappy young ladies who are not named after any saint, have to be 
contented with their birth-days— their date, as they call it. There are 
very m&ny of these-— such as Albertines, Aosettas, Rosinas, Bosalics, 
PiquidiUas, Morgianas, Titellas, etc. Every day in the year is the fete 
of some saint or other — ^many of them very insignificant, it is true, and 
who, it would seem, are only put in to fill up. 

A balloon passed over the dty on the same day, which attracted rather 
more attention than the generality of balloons. It was very low in the air» 
and from the car were suspended two flags, which were evidently not 
the tricolor. From time to time a shower of bouquets, tissue-paper 
paradiutes, Hght indiarrubber balls thickly gilt, were let fly into the air, 
just over the more frequented streets. The secret of this nnusual demon^ 
stration was that four Americans had hired M. Godard's balloon, the 
Eagle, and with him were making a sort of experimental jaunt into the 
realms of space. The two unknown flags were a couple of star-spangled 
banners. The curious spectators who saw this pendant bunting, were 
considerably interested to find out to what people or nation it belonged. 
It was reported on the Champs Elys^es that it was the standard of the 
Central Flowery Nation. This opinion was well received, inasmuch as the 
captain of the Chinese junk is known to be here, making himself familiar^ 
by personal inspection, with the various peculiarities of modem civilisa- 
tion. Of course, to go up in a balloon would be one of the very first 
things to be done. That , poor gridiron ! Not one in ten of those who 
«aw it, knew that it waves night and day over the home of the brave« 
or that it had shaken out its folds in triumph over the halls of the Monte- 
zumas. I always pity people who have no interest in the stars and 
stripes ; they seem to have a fibre less in their hearts than those who 
can claim acquaintance with that red, white, and azure banner. 

A curious feature in pubHo entertainments, here, is the custom of 
admitting military gentlemen at rates considerably under those that pri- 
vate citizens are expected to pay. This is nothing more than reasonable, 
as the troops of the line, earning but four or five sous a day, cannot 
"he expected to have a very large frmd to spend upon amusement The 
travelling menageries, exhibitions of infeuit statuary, the various bands 
of jugglers, fat women, thin men, and other attractions of the sort, 
always halve the admission in favor of messieurs les militaires. If they 
charge you or me two sous, they require but one of any member of the 
Army, And when the Grand Square of the ^Ji^i^i Elysees is filled 
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^ith these strolling troupes — as it is three times a year, on occasions of 
the national fetes — ^it is astonishing to see the number of military gen- 
tlemen that flock to enjoy the cheap and rational spectacle. This is 
probably owing to their well-known fancy for the tented field. A 
fioldier may behold the ascent of M. Poitevin for five sous a head — ^any 
one else must pay from ten to fifty. It is only at the out-of-door 
amusements, however, and more transient summer spectacles, that the 
military arm of the service is admitted at these diminished rates* The 
dieatres, opera-houses, etc., make no such distinction* 



CHAPTER XII. 

8TATE8HANSHIP FOR FUN— MORE CHARLATANRY— TANKE DOOLE. 

August 18th, 1851. 
I SHOULD positively have had nothing of interest to conmiunicate to 
you this week, had not M. Leon Faucher come opportunely to the rescue 
with one of his triumphs of burlesque statesmanship. You must know 
that just now the various councils of the many thousand communes iu 
France are holding their annual sessions. Some of them draw up 
petitions in behalf of the revision of the Constitution. Some of them 
protest against any such revision, and some maintain a perfectly neutral 
position. These councils are purely local, and their political attributes 
connect them in no possible manner with the central authorities at 
Paris. That they should express an opinion or a desire on so important 
a subject, may be all very well, but their doing so has no political import 
<a moment. Those that fell in with the policy of the Elysee, however, are 
of course looked upon with favor and with a bland satisfaction ; but if 
any country council should oppose the current which M. Faucher is setting 
in motion, stand from under! The Council oi Limoges, instead of 
subscribing to the revision petition, issued the following bulletin : " We 
express the wish that the Constitution receive, in future, full and entire 
execution, and. that the laws contrary to its letter and spirit, especially 
those upon the right of assembly and the liberty of the press, be repealed 
<» modified." As this example might be catching, M, Faucher could not 
sleep till he had found means to check it. He thumbed over the laws 
till he hit upon the following ordinance : 

" Every act or deliberation of a council-general, or a communal coun- 
cil, relative to subjects not legally included in their attributes, are null 
imd void. Their nullity shaE be declared by a decree of the King." 
Armed with this document, M. Faucher draws up a bulletin, cites his 
authority, declares the action of the Council of Limoges to be illegal* 
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disrespeetfbl towardfl the great poweni of the Staie,^ ancl iivfilAgiui^ xipoik 
the rig^ of the Natiional Assembly^ and umoonces l^at thdr dcHben.- 
tion is annulled. This the Presideirt signs. lYow thvs far M. Fovehcr 
is perfectly right. The Ceimexl of Limoges went heyond their aaAo- 
rity. It was no more necessary to Tote for the strict inierpvetataoK of 
the constitution than to issoe an edict on iiie next edipK of tbs tuai. 
But it is strange that the minister serer Hound oat titat ^ese pmrfinieial 
authorities w^e meddling with what did not eoneem tihem, tifi one of 
them happened to see things m a dii9ferent Bghi from houielL Bead 
the following deliberation of the Council of Foix on the same subjects 
M. Faucher would resist long before he would annul so sweet a morsel 
of proyindal obedience. After a page or two of highly unconstitutional 
preliminary remark, that body proceeds to say : " The Council of Foix 
expresses the desire thai tLe people, the only supreme regulator of all 
power, be consulted before next January, upon the revision of the con- 
stitntion, if the minority in the Legislative Assembly should persist ia 
rejecfting it.** 

Now if the Comeil of Lbaogcs took st^s thai yreet Hlegal aisd dtb- 
respectful, no language is stztoog cnvagh to be ap|died to t^ Mtioa oi 
the Council of Foix. Their resoLu;tio3i^ hankly four HmeB ki^,^ ia stoified 
as fall of inaccuracies, illegalitieiiy and improiiEietieflr, as Jack Horakei'& 
pudding was of plusiftr It dedarea, in the fint place, that the pec^ple 
are supreme. So ibey etre en deetion-dsy ; bid^ sunset onea pasiv the 
ffopremaey does not return to them till the ten& of their representatiTe& 
has expired. It next proposes tiiat the nalioai be eonsalted en the 
subject before next January. The Censtsfcotioa deckses that the people 
shcdl be consulted on tlie seeond Sunday in May, neither be&ro nor 
after. By the Constitution the pe<^k have nothing to do^ directly, with. 
the revision of the Constitutioa ; bat i^ Coimc&l oi Foiz pn^eaea to set 
the Constitution aside cm this point. It next speaks with disrespect of 
the minority in the Assemldy, who shdter theaaselves behind a very 
plain clause in the ConstitatioB, and thereby carry their point. This, 
the Council of Foix characterises as persistance and obstmacy. 

I have tried to put myself in the position (tf the Minister ef the 
Interior, and to look cand^ly and wil^LOut biaa on t^iese two proviiicmL 
deliberations. Aware that I fsee usually but Jdttle to af^rove of in the 
political conduct ei M. Faueher, I endeavor, in order to remove aJl 
chance of prejudice, to examine them from his point of view. Bo the 
best I can, I am able to discover no^dng more than a useless, un- 
necessary vote in tiie first case, while the second seems to call for & 
positive rebiike firom the head of the state. M. Bonaparte, like Shylock, 
has an oath in heaven. Without believing that in annulling the first 
decree, he was guilty of a sin of commission, it is difficult to comrine^ 



mmeegif Hmt, m oegleotiii^ «» aasol Hw Beeand, li* daik mak I17 liimnlf 
qp€n to tlw cbaigeof a smdi ai<»e seriaiiff o&e of •munaiu 

So Bnc^L &r po&tin tins wcmJl. 

In BMBt tvwns «f Fnnee wkem tiiere k a mi^oy, fiiere 11 alflo a 
deputy nugmr, as lletadis 1^ dbamccs of tiae iliiieM, cRidel«i Auttii, or 
resignatioii of tbe dKuef, tfaeie are majiy caMS za wluck Jbe, Msg per- 
aooaliycaieeKaedyBiay bedmpialifiedtoaetaftiwi^^ Xko^aDme 

^ijB a^ Hie wife of tbe mayor 6f CSBcreananDe pBCflented ker Inaiband 
-witk a small fiw-SBnile of biraa^, Ibe delighted father inuaediately 
proceeded to the hoase of tiw deputy to make the legal dedaratioii 
vsaal ia each eaoea. On amying' there, he fcnmd thai officer had expired 
soUenlf dittiB^ tiM mght. What to do he did not knov* The matter 
ifaa THFgeat, m> he resorted to tiw fdUowiog edieme. He drew ap and 
executed a dociiixient, of which this is a literal translation : — 

<*This day, the 9th of Aogiuity %9&kp accompanied by Jean Broit and 
lincille la Gaillarde, my wilaesea^ I i^ppeared before myself, as Mayor 
of the commxine of Carcaaaenae, for Hut purpose of informing myself 
that my wife has given larili to a liying child. I then asked myself 
what was the sex of the cbUd, and waa toU that it was a boy. I next 
inquired who was its father. I replied titiat I believed that I, Fran9oi8 
Prottin, was, and that Maiie Laseende, my wife, was its mother. I, in 
my official capacity, having every reason to pnt entire confidence in 
what I, in my paternal relation, had advanced, have signed the present 
act in my double quality, and with the aforesaid witnesses. 

**Fkan90Is Pkottin, Mayor. 
"FRAN901S Prottin, Father." 

To make the declaratUm in all respects formal, Mr. Prottin probably 
paid himself the ciuABBMry fee, by taking a two franc piece out of one 
pocket and putting k Into ike other. 

The Thirty Buigni^ Fkaoave Sodbty contxaaes its gigantic system of 
advertising. Every dby it oeeofMS the wkoie &arth page of one or 
more of the principal jonnuds. The kttesa are bo large that they are 
perfectly illegible at tiie point at which a newvpaper is usually held. 
You must &sten it up against yonr wall, and retire to a convenient dis- 
tance. The Lottery of the Golden Ingots is a firm believer, too, in the 
healthfol efiect of liberal advertising. It never uses types smaller than 
that by which children learn to read, and its important words have 
each a line to thems^es. The ajmouncement tonday of an intended 
sericB of caiicatares upon the Englifiii part of the Exhibition at the 
Crystal Palace, occupies space enough in the Debats to spread seven or 
ei^t Poor Man's Plasters. These monstrosities are not set in columns^ 
hut ran right across the page — driving all smaller enterprises out of the 
But they are not easy to read, spite of their dimensions. The 
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eye that is accustomed to lines about three or four inches long, and 
expects to return every two seconds to the left side of the cohmuiy 
hardly knows what to make of these unusual stretches of type, where 
the other end is not yet in sight as you read at the beginning. The 
page occupied by the Thirty Days* Pleasure Society is larger ^^^^ Kn bills 
of any four of the Fans theatres posted about the streets. 

The public entertainments are very modest in their announcements. 
They never have anything to say about the enormous expense incurred 
in the production of any piece ; nor about the time that any play has 
been in preparation ; nor about the extreme difficulty in coming to terms 
with the artists engaged to interpret it The bill of the Grand Opera, 
announcing the first representation of the Prophet, was not a foot square. 
When Rachel comes back from her tax months' leave of absence^ her 




appearance wiU be made known in the following concise terms- 
"Comedie Fran9aise. Rentr^e de M'lle. Rachel. Ph^dre, tragedy in 
^ve acts, by Racine. Mile. Rachel will perform the character of 
Phddre ; the other parts will be sustained by MM. BeauvaUet, etc., 
etc." Contrast this ^ith tlie flaring show-bills of our theatres at 
home. 
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I 

Hare you such a national air in America as <<Takke Doole ? " That 
•^eoe of music was annonnced to be performed at a dancing garden 
last night. It "v^as to be a qnadrille^ founded (so said the bill) upon a 
United States' patriotic song. I do not remember hearing anything 

iof the kind while I lived in America. Probably it is something 
composed since my day. A person gets dreadftdly behind the age 
I by absenting himself from the land of the free. The only way is 
to go home by every other steamer and <^ ketch up." 

I mentioned some time ago that the prefect of police had forbidden 
the playing of trumpets and other wind-instruments in the street. The 
class of ambulant tradesmen who made especial use of trumpets and 
€omets to announce their passage through the town, were spout- 
nendersy fizans of bimgs, cocks, and taps in beer barrels, etc. They 
were thus forced to make their vocation known by word of mouth. 
Tbey cried *< Taps I Bungs ! Spouts ! ** at the top of their lungs. But it 
did no good. Nobody wanted any bungs. People had all the taps 
they could use. They would not take spouts as a gift. It was 
eTident that the prohibition of trumpets was going to deprive a 
large class of tha population of their means of living. How do you 
suppose they have managed to evade the law? And what do you 
imagine a bungman is doing opposite my window P He is 'mitating 
a trumpet with his mouth ; and youVe no idea what a capita^ .nutation 
it is, only it is much more disagreeable. The human voice, if it is properly 
schooled, becomes a great deal brassier than any real brass can be. M. 
4)Brlier wiU have to repeal his law^ on the pretext that the original is less 
annoying than the imitation. 



CHAPTER XIII 



A NEW GAME— A COUP D'ETAT PROPOSED— TEN THOUSAND CUPS AND 

SAUCERS. 

August 26th, 1851. 
The Bonapartists have just shown their hand and given all the world 
notice of the game they mean to play. An article, nine mortal colunms 
In length, appeared yesterday in the Patrie, signed by Delamarre, the 
proprietor, but of course a join^t emanation from the united heads of the 
Elysean party. This, however, the writer takes pains to deny in 
advance, and declares that he is speaking for himself, and for himself 
only. He commences by taking for granted two points : 1st, that the 
Mountain will not consent to a revision of the Constitution, and that it 
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holds ike qmg&mt eomplcte^ vada ite i^naAz vad, HaA, ^mt €be re- 
eleetien of hama, Napoiean i» indispcBsarble to tite safety sad weil- beiii g 
otiihb ocnaatry. As the CQiartzy eaa onl^ Im saved, tih»e&re, 1^ a resort 
t» imeonstitiitioaal lefpnlatian, tine -writer proposui seyearal fflegsStieG^ 
as atfieziBg pa^ble loop-iiolea &r sa^yation. The pmicipal of tiiese is^ 
that the electaon foar Hm now chaoiber take plaee ia Deeember, instead 
•f somewhere in the jaoiLth of MaEeh or Aprit, as ia the oidmmy eouxse 
of things would be the oae. Upon ^is poisi the OaostitatiMK holds tiie 
JoQawing l ang uage :— 

*< The National himemtibf shatt be Reefed fcr tbree yean^ mS Ibe ! 
integrally renewed. Furty-fi^e daj£^ at the Isteet, beifere the e Aplrati oii 
oi its three years' tenn^ a hrvr shall determsae the date af the new 
elfictioiui. if the duaaba ac^ci to pass su^ a law, the eleotora Asdl 
proceed to Yole, by ftdl right, on tiie 3<Hh day preoedzi^ Ihe elase nf 
the Legisiatare* The B0W Asscmbh^ shall he canvoked, by faSl z%;^ 
liorthe day foliowii^ tlu;t oia which th& tecia of the preceding Assemlily 
expires/' 

Now, sayi M. BelamarDe^ Urn Coovtitalioa fixes the ktest date at 
which the day of eieotion mi^ be appoBited--4& darf» before the claae of 
the sessBKir— bnt it does not deekre the •tmikat date wl»eh narf^ he 
aeHected. Nbthmg pvefents the C^iamhra-, therefcve, firanasasuBOBxa^ &e 
electees to the exome of their rights in Beeonhnr aesrt. Suppooe, then, 
the Testers couTcdfied, tibe ekc^aon held, and the oompfexion of i^b» new 
assemhly lolly haoPfm. Sappose, toe, what we oonstder iadalntiMe, that 
it he hugely refisLonal, aadoot^aad^vt in fisvar of the re-electioii ^ tKe 
existing President. What would be the resolt? Why, the pmmint 
Assembly,' finding itself out of tune with the sentiment of the country, 
and being within seyeral months of the legal expiration of its term, 
would be unwilling to peril itself in the good opinion of the people, at 
whose hands the members might expect future legislatiye honors, if they 
only behaved decently, and would vote to dissolve, and give immediate 
place to the newly-elected representative body. It is true that each 
chamber is chosen for three years ; but this is a privilege, and not a 
necessity. No one can compel it to stay if it does not wish to ; jnst as it 
cannot remain over its term, if it should happen to be so inclined. AVe 
see individual rengaationo every day; why not resagaation in a mnnn? 
The new Assembly, with its strong Napoieoode aad law-and-ovder tcs^ 
dencies, oaee seated in its cumle chairs, the Oordbm koot woolcL be 
untied, and France could iMoce more eontem^te 1852 withoat a shTideler. 

This reasoning is spedous, and the people here are so unased to oon^ 
stitutional discussion, that the flaw in the sequence passes uiinotlcefL 
The weakest link in the chain is preeisely that on which M. Delamanre 
has hammered the hardest. He asserts and makes unusual ^<oaetB ta 
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iHtti&ti»aaMvti«o,^Hifetiie Chamber mif tvtbv m t#» ^Mrt tmAu, 
Id^iiiiRi^clecledfortfaeK. Tliur » tile flmr— here is tiw wmOc firir. 
jfam a niMnlifav &r imteicey of tlM pmeni legidbtiiFe Qunater. I wtm- 
finr tkree 7eara» • Mj cmfcenttab 9kcm tkol my teRB nan from 
44h of M^, '49, to «ic 4ttb ol May, *i^ Kow, I, for <me, refaae to 
my Best I hold to the lighti tint am kgalfy Bnw, and I defy 
one, or anj majecityv to oast no from m j plaee, w rob me of my 
iQote. I on a repscoentathv 611 lay term expinsy mdem I &, or am 
voted oat for mca|Micltj', or ftr some mfunons eenteiiee, i a e oiajpati Mo 
Witii tile poHtioa and TeapaosSbSiify of a legfislator. Tlie oOkt 749 ma j 
j^inthesrTe8igiiaiiQB8,---1iHrt tlmtdoesiiotiieeea^ Abo^ 

wmjT ad|o«ni bf tke vote <tf a Boajoritj ; or a hodj eosrrolbed to do a 
pgticTilar "Work, aad to ivihv wkes tical wffA is doxie, may diflsolrt^ by 
the plaraKty of a stagte wte. Bat a man deetei frir a term, the expira- 
'tim of wiuch is fixed in tke GooBtxtirtioii, and -wliidi is down in bkck 
nd white in the alnMamck, caraiet he remoTed i^amst his wiH There 

I ^PBiddhe at least 2dOmeKhers who ifoald refose to resigit helfere their 

^.tiBe; and even shoald there oaly ho one, fhe ^KmdutMm ef the present 
Chamhrr would he a legal impooBihility. 

But, says M. Ddamarrey in oontiBaatioB, suppose the new AsseinUyy 
tims elected la advance^ AoM. by some extraonlimry hnard, tnnt oat 
SeciaHst, or, in other words, Repohliean. To siieh a duusher as this, of 
soorse, the exEsting^ chanriber woold r tifase to gire way, mitil legalfy 

I eomp^led so to do on tim 4fb of May. The two great powers of the 
oti^e, warned of the danger fire months henirehand, would haTe plenty 
tf time to aviser am mM de Is 9oeiStS, that is, to take some steps far the 
fldration of sooietf , in other wor A, to prepare a grand ecnp cP6tat t— — 
*What the President and the Chamhor wonld never hare dared to do, 
ttoBgh eiearly muted hy a eonnnon object and common interest, on the 

, ere of their legal death, they might safely midertake five months before 
the expiration of their term of office.* jPhe BonapartistB have been 
0BjiDg for a year past, that they desire the wiC of the coontiy to be 
fie^ andfrankly expressed : the manifesto of yesterday declares that, if 
such an expression should result fri vorably for them, ^ey will be most 
bappy to fsJl in with the popular enrrent; but if it should torn out 
repabliean, they will immediajtely take some steps to save ^e country 
from sudi republicanism. This sort of reasoning is nofiiing more than a 
long>-dr8wn-oat version of that pithy way-side proverb, *Heads I win, 
and tails yon lose.*' 

M. Belamarre, desirous of being as unconstitutional as possible, goe& 
OB to propose another equally violent infraction of the charter. The 
elections for representatives, as well as for the President, are, according 
to that instrument, to be hdd, throughout the couiSif,''on the same day 
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^Hsome Sunday. It is suggested by M. Delamarre to hold them oil five, 
different Sundays during the month of December ; to divide France intp^ 
five Yoting divisions, and to transport the whole disposable military, 
force from one to another, so as to repress any uprising of the Socialists^ 
on the occasion of the elections. This pretended anxiety to prevent wta 
revolt is nothing more than a badly-disguised plot to promote one. Jf^ 
It were once understood that elections cannot be held without bloodslied, 
and that votes and bayonets are synonymous terms, all necessity for . 
holding such elections would be removed by making M. Bonaparte 
President ibr life, and by investing some chamber or other with per- 
petual powers. At least that is the scheme that lies hidden under M?« ^ 
Delamarre's proposition for a fractional vote on five successive Sundays* . 
The sale of Louis Philippe's porcelain continues, at fortnightly inter- . 
vals, at the Pare de Mon9eaux. Those who have followed the auctions ,, 
carefully, say that no less than 10,000 cups and saucers, with, of course* 
proportionate quantities of plates, dinner services, &c., have already 
heen disposed of. All the ware is, without exception, from the mana£Bko- 
tory at Sevres, and bears upon it the stamp of the establishment, besides 
the designation of the palace for which it was made, and the royal 
initials L. P. or L. P. O. — ^Louis Philippe of Orleans. Some is from 
Pontainebleau, some from St. Cloud, Versailles, Trianon or Neuilly. 
There are four different styles, the quality of the porcelain being- the ^ 
same in all, the difference being in the painting and ornament. The 
first is the ** King's own," the second the service of the princes, the third,-. 
that of the officers of the household, and the fourth that of the servants. 
The Americans, particularly, cannot comprehend that any &mily, royal ^ 
or not, could need the twentieth part of the ware that bears the crown ' 
and cipher. But it is easily explained. Five or six palaces "were each j 
famished for the entertainment of as many guests as they could conve- 
niently hold. At a French dinner of ceremony, every individual uses . 
from ten to fifteen plates ; for an entertainment at which twenty persons 
should sit down, therefore, no less than from two to three hundred 
would be required. For, be it known, that a plate upon which you have , 
eaten salmon is not hastily washed and wiped with a wet dishcloth, 
and sent back hot and steaming, just in time for your green peas. The 
£fteen successive plates are all fresh, and, when once done with, are seen / 
no more for one day at least. ' . 

These auctions are conducted with the utmost openness and equity. If 
an article is cracked or chipped, it is either withdrawn from the set, or 
the buyers are warned that it is imperfect or broken. One day the bids 
were rising rapidly upon a very handsome blue preserve-dish, which * 
had, unluckily, a good-sized jag in its side. Two gentlemen were play- 
ing an exciting game of battledore, and neither of them was willing to 
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1b( the bird drop. ''Are you aware/ said the auctioiieer, "that tho 
«tticle you are striying for, is pretty considerably damaged ? Pierre^ 
i^w the gentlemen the flaw." If by any chance a person outbids him* 
ififf his error is at once corrected, and he withdraws the decimal aug* 

Eiiat he had unwittingly applied to his own previous bid* But in 
fork such a mistake is looked upon as one of the best jokes of the* 
• It famishes a theme for general hilarity, and for some of the 
most classical sallies of the auctioneer. I was once bent on having a. 
l^arometer, that was put up at a sale in Leroy-place. I offered two dollars 
md. fifty cents for it, and a moment afterwards, having been thinking of 
■omething foreign to the subject in the interval, increased my offer to- 
Itwo dollars and seventy-five cents. The fiiu that succeeded was inde- 
kenbable. One man laughed till he had the hiccoughs, and was obliged 
Sb> leave. This was taken as a genuine bid, and I had to pay two dollars- 
and seventy-five cents for my barometer. I preferred private sales, ever 
«fter, till I left the United States. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

lUlTOBS IN A BAD WAT— LEGALITY IS KILLING US!— AllIOTOUS ABBC 

Sept. 1st, 18dl. 
Do you remember that, during the President's tour to Poitiers, the^ 
sayor of that city made an exceedingly republican speech? Whether 
•yon do or not, such is the &ct, and certain of the anti-Bonapartists 
predicted that that man would be removed from his post by an edict 
^from Paris. This prediction has come to pass, and M. Orillard, mayor 
|of Poitiers, as well as the two deputy-mayors, have suffered political 
death. Of course, the President could not consistently cite M. Orillard's^ 
xepublican speech as the motive which led to his dismissaL I doubt 
whether even Leon Faucher would have the courage to say — ^" Whereas 
the mayor of Poitiers dared to speak to me of the Republic, a word I 
never mention, and a mode of government I despise; I hereby give hiitt 
permission to retire." Some less tangible reason was necessary, and it 
was the difficulty of finding such an one which accounts for M. Orillard'^ 
having held his office for over a month after his offence. But at last a 
plausible motive was found in the following expedient : — In the town 
rf Poitiers was a literary society, called " Le Cercle des Ecoles.'* The 
prefect of the department of which Poitiers is the shire town, wrote to tho 
mayor, directing him to dissolve the society, as he had reason to believe 
that the members discussed political questions at their weekly sessions* 
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^Tfte mij ni; IboBg a. ^ezsonal frkoA of tin fneideiit dF fiie 
fanbrae witting ium a &niuil olBoud aotifics^ 
it kbraied, but cadaaed to Ibbl «be prefetf^W <MinMiid--givii^ m 
TmmniaBr'»domg, hatwtmiHiiaigmtm to wmmA Ism susoeptibiytMB, ; 
4gjujjiJ tM a iagiaMiegpMtafciwii^ FortidB letter M. 

» compelied Is retbe ^sob Ids office, tddag- Jm 4k^iitiM -widi 
Hiis actioa on die fut cf tbe Govwsaies^ hee croeed aradi eogy eiwtA p M. 
liene, find gieat niiiiM^iwfWirinii at Poitifexi, ^wfasre tibe anmle^ttl iiinimiift 
-Btdgnad, mbaatt m snone, in ooBfleqaeaioe* Tin C&ar»par» Mcyft l&at KU 
¥«iidifir s flieiidei «i tiie hxeaHj taub mhidk pervvdee ttie UMbyiw :^ 
<^sde tv i3iB leiiMilfnt of <he eeeiety ^ keiv«iibi hove preened riiinm 
iim^f m tlie irf kinia g eteami*— '"Coma, idntt m^ foor miquttoue ^^re^^y. 
meeting; too Jong Jttve|Exmdii^gt«eedtiieq«ut^M^ J^msa^ 

iiy lio«]»&ge yoar rfnTten, fbrnf eye, tiuut nemr sleeps, is npoat ^vk^ 
lionet ease a tndkevkjraqiEecatiQiLfiuraiig^ of 7<te. flieret 

This is in M. Faucher's style — ^yigorons, unscrupuloiis, irresistible. 

The Conatitutionnel, aboTe all athers a paper devoted to the inteareatfe 
of the '' great party of order," proposes more illegalities, and offers inor» 
disorderly suggestions, than all the reet put together. No longer agoi 
than yesterday it said, " We do not overlook the obstacle presented by^ 
the Constitntinn ; b«t we axe oertain that,, if it iadiscovesed that Franrs 
:and it cannot get along together, the Constitution will be polite ezLoxtgb. 
to get out of tke path, and let France pass ! " Some time since, speakin^i 
of the pcmelilbus obserrflnce of the4dtii sriicfe «f tiK CooBtitiiliaBK, iit 
^ve rent t» ao. esfnmami wUdi Ins paawd isto a %y*wQr4t — JC^i 
hgaktStmmitiet I^^tSit^ukilMDgm. M. iUpbone Kacr rnahev IMai 
tlie«i1i|eciof apkaaaiitiMiiiaifaeiD. kis Simday'a fiMH&etoiu. 

SaaajwilMtaevqralirinMi^of Ibftyydatiott^ 
TmgJenaaTaftj aad ai»^pgtiti«uiigiarih> nepeai of «eitaia olmaiioiui aitjulqa 
jii i2ie fcnid eode^ lltM tiw iproBem deeiaBB lliai the aztkles 423 «ai 
4Marefli(ttMnfie; r"^f mdinir im fbrj iVt, tn pmrTfltr tbr ner nf m a t ain 
wci^tv and neunrai, aad iqpeei^ying diifriwrt dcgieaa of pnnwhimiHi 
iEbr ^ ckeaitiii^ ia Hhe faa&iy aad quaautzty of the article aold* la flferaa^ 
flay the groeeis, legalily eoin^^elB va to kiae a gnat deal of mmef. ^Wa 
desiie the i«|^eal of all kgaMtjr, as fur aa gxneers aee «oaeerae4. ^^ 
houaebfeaktts, too, parricides, and fdena of ali aorts, oooiiied at Sveal 
and Tonloo, also desiro the immediate afaregation of legatity, Inrt i^ 
another point cf view. Aitide 383 ^rhida, oader heavy pesaltieay m 
^rtain offi^noe called highway loisbery; artieie 133 elairas lor i^ 
<»ovemmeiit the monopoly of tiie eoinnig privilege, aad visits wHii iA» 
'decent severity any iafiringenifent apeo. its patent. Hie fdens and ke^ w s 
leakers desice the repeal of tiiese aiiids^mfi,^M fin*, the gencni 
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4iKiilatiozi. The text no 




;-«It « Mh^ wImm «aiKy5«d bejond eaAHune Unt -we ha?w reoovne to 
i mi i ikt¥ c uti qn; bat Mur kt k to» wihapfy not to indnee lu t» »al» 
peenaDt ^fibrts to ehai^ie it. 

'"*11i0 bistorj of an ef IB is just Hid warn. 0«r baslMmdi are aetively 
JiiBgtdL m ihear InBgnew : en the pntext of Ike disties «f ^Jieir pr^es- 
fttcTf icAuMj to toloe vs to like theatre e^wry ng|bt ; Mid on the pro- 
of eeonoiD^ tnd <JiiMreflL to edveate, thej* retee mi diaDMmds and 
Thej aze afi of them hald, and dm» in had tasto. On tha 
hand, tiiere acre several yentg genlieiBen who TiMt at oar honaes ; 
'are wdl-drasaed^ wdS-gioTed, fooetod and e ia^ ' iitod ; thej gi^w va 
pDven, axid regret that the laws of aod^ty preTeo^t tbem fixMn giTing as 
dbttOBda, and that the laws of natnre render It impDarible to aiakse na 
pcKiitH of fltan : they go everywhere with va, and ncfvor haire any 
innUesoBe hvatoeas to attend ta they oonaider that everything wo 
pay ia resplendent with wit and sublime in sentiment. At the end of a 
catttft leng<lt of ti»e,^why, joat what yon might ezpeet ia aare to 
llfpen—^mr hiuhand, the held man, oeoaee hflaw aaddealyand aurprisea 
ttoirdStheotedmaBotoarfeet. Then foDow, in ^aick aapoeawon, <he adt 
Sir enn. eon., trial, oaadenmation t 

^"Sf^ denonnee, tiierefdre, the SSTIh artidfa of the peaal oode; w« 
dnnflidftiereTisionof tinaoode, and the repeal of the ohBOZ]0aa,odioaa 
iHidein^tieation. Biflhozt, geatlemeH, to qtaato the fiiaona ezpzea- 
iIdb of one of the kadera of tile great pvty •fordery < Legality 18 killiBg 

An attenfire eoeaniBer -of Hue windowaof the pri«(l>-flhiopa oauot fidl 
^ttmarkfte extreme fwey of Fk«Mh deMgaeta and iU i tr a t tvo artists 
-if aU sorts, for representing nnsiika, piieats, daaoona, abbto, and andi 
Ikfirfhers of Ibe ctiardi, in pOGstiona eonsiderahly at Taiiaaeo with tbe 
J^vpuwfl. aastexity of ^fiieir asual avooations* oomeof theaaoataaoeesnui 
dnffitioBs of their hnmofor in Ihis Hne harmcnsaed the Atlantic. Do 
4Hly of the most open soeflbrs ^y pqaet with nore intenae interest 
'ttan those two oawled and eloistend ooafesBOta that everybody haa 
Men ? Was erer any one more mptaroaaly tMded by point, faint, qni^ 
toie, or more dolefoOy ^sconsolato at * neither aee, faee, arar tmmpP'' 
Arty it seems, that the fraflties of these gentlemen are not cflnfined to 
4lrd-p!Bying. We hofo them in yaxioBS other highly hnproper sitna- 
tfens; snchasmaidngmerryittsomeooQveBt o^lar, wfaeco there is a bar* 
«finewly tapped— fining upon hasn and eggs on FJEtday—indn^pbig in 
fte good things of this life dming Lent— trying to oncirde ladies who 
hiTe come to confess, in a priestly and, of oourse, platonic embrace ; and, 
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In short, committing all those nnmeroiu peccadilloes which one would 
suppose to be the especial portion of the nngodly. 

It certainly is one of the chief points of French illnstratiYe art to carica- 
ture the priests. It comes next after the well-known mania for exhibitiiig 
the female form either with no drapery at all, or with something no 
thicker than tissue-paper. I have often wondered whether there were 
any facts that had gained publicity in relation to the morals of these 
gentlemen and to the sanctity of their priyate life — or whether the cari- 
catorists were simply embodying upon paper a yeiy common suspicion* 
I have now discovered that it is aJact, and not a fancy. Priests are 
what we should call a set of hard boys ; and as for abb€s, I hardly know 
what term to employ to express my sense of their inconsistency. Here 
is one instance among others in proof of this position. The Abbe CoUeuil 
died lately at Toulouse. An auction sale of his fdmiture and other 
effects has for many days been drawing crowds to his late residence* 
The visitors were not attracted there altogether by curiosity, for nearly 
every one, no matter what his taste, found something exactly in l^ 
way. 

Of certain sorts of articles there was such an extraordinary quantitTV 
that people began to think it singular. Ninety-three snuff-boxes, 113 
pocket handkerchiefe, 25 canes, 54 umbrellas, many fragments of valuable 
lace, and other female appendages of the kind, formed part of this extra- 
ordinary collection. It seems that the worthy abbe used to scour the 
Church after service, and make a foray upon all the wai& and straya 
that might have lost their owners. But ^tiiis is not all. What do you 
think of seventeen locks of hair done up in separate papers ? Ton say^ 
perhaps, that they must have been mementoes of white-headed deacons 
and snowy-pated confessors. On the contrary, sir, they were black as 
the raven's wing, or brown as a Guatimala cigar; they were tresses^ 
sir, ringlets, braids — ^in short, locks of hair, as I said before. 

But this is not all, either. In his wardrobe, between a couple of cas* 
socks, were two fjAncy costumes !— one a pink domino, and the other a 
harlequin ! ! Whenever, thus hi in my life, I have visited masked balls, 
it has always been with an inward sting of conscience, and a certainty 
of a good deal of remorse and sleepiness the next day; but hereafter I 
shall remember the Abb§ CoUeuil, and go and do likewise. It will not 
be long before we shaU have a picture of a cloistered monk practisuig 
the fiEuidango, all alone by himself, in his ceU, preparatory to coming 
out at the Chateau Rouge. Perhaps Gavarni, inspired as for one of his 
masterpieces, will represent the Abb§ CoUeuil and M'Ue. Pirouette in all 
the ecstasy of a frantic ri^adoon on the floor of the Grand Opera* It iB 
too good a subject for caricature to be lost. 
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CHAPTER XV» 

PORTRAIT OF LOUIS NAPOLEON — ^BT HOOK OR BY CROOE!. 

Sept. 11th, 186L 
An extraordinary article lias appeared in Ze Pays. It is from the 
pen of the editor-in-chief, M. de la GueronniSre, and occupies nearly a 
page. Its object is to show that the President, in not placing himself 
at the head of the Democracy, when lie became the head of a nation 
calling itself a Republic, committed a grave and irretrievable error. 
Tlus is the political object of the article ; but it has some points apart 
from politics, that are of interest to transatlantic readers. The f6llowing 
portrait, or, as the French style it, < apprSciatton,' both of the inward and 
outward man, is a favorable example of Parisian newspaper literature. 

"What is this problem which stands before my pencil? I look for light 
Upon this face, but find nothing but shadow. On examining it closely^ 
I cannot prevent my thoughts from recurring to that cold, sombre, 
sinister, impassible image that was called the Iron Mask. I have some- 
where read in the annals of the time that the guardians of that mysterious 
personage observed that a strange phenomenon took place during the 
progress of that terrible drama. Life was so condensed, vitality was so 
concentrated imder that inflexible envelope, it had such a need of 
making itself seen and felt, that it seemed from time to time to manifest 
itself through the steel, which it animated as it might have done a 
human visage. Then the mask underwent all the changes of nature. 
You could see the veins that palpitated, the lips that moved, the temples 
that throbbed, the eyes that darted fire ! The mask had become a man ! 

"Thus, this face, inert and passive in appearance, is nothing more 
than the mask of an active and ardent interior life. His eyes seem extin- 
guished^ but they are as deep as the thoughts into which they some- 
times plunge, and which spring up to their orbit, as flame rises from the 
spot where it is kindled. His forehead is sombre as fatality, but it is 
vast as conception. His lips are pale, but they are fine, delicate, discreet, 
slightly apart,— just enough to allow passage to the brief and precise 
expression of a will that has reflected and decided. His words are slow, 
indolent and drawling, but they are sure of themselves, and this 
apparent indiflference is only excess bf confidence. Audacity veiled by 
timidity ; resolution dissembled by mildness ; inflexibility redeemed by 
goodness ; life under marble, fire beneath the ashes — ^in short, something of 
Augustus and of Titus under the features of Werter, that type of Germav 
revenge — such appears to us Louis Napoleon BonaparJ^Q^c 
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'^This portraiti drawn from nature, renders the whole man intelligible. 
The opposite opinions formed of him are thus justified. We can under»> 
stand how one man conscie^^tjonsiy dimbts the intellectual superiority of 
Louis Napoleon, and how another exalts it almost with fanaticism. 
Louis Na^leon is a superior man, but of that sort of superiority that 
lies hid imder a doubtfid exterior. His life is -wholly inward. His 
speech, does not betray his inspiration ; his gesture does not indicate his 
dKring.; his look does not^reflect his ardor ; his walk does not reveal his 
jfesolution. EUs whole moral nature is, so to speak, restrained l>y his 
physical nfiture. He thinks, but does not discuss. He decides, but does 
ant deliberate. He acts, but does not agitate. He proooimces, but does 
act !gi?e his reasons. His best Mends do not know him. He commands 
oanfideiiDe, but never asks for it. The eve of the expedition against 
Boubgne, General Montholon promised to follow him, without knoinng 
wiheve he was going. Every day, he presides in sUence at the Gbmicil 
of Miaisters. He listens to everything, speaks little and yields nothings 
With one word, curt and precise as an order of the day^ he settles ike 
.most oontroveorted Questions. But with this ix^exibility of will* there is 
Bothing tyrannical or absolute in the form of its expression. H^e gets 
the ascendancy without humiliating. Queen Hortonse called him the 
mUdiy obstinate, and this maternal opinion is in every respect tnte." 

A&er kmenting that the President, when he had skilfully won com- 
plele independence in his authority, and disengaged himself from 
•eomiexions which annoyed him, did not have the good fortune to 
iraily imder his banner those intelligent masses who constitute public 
•opinion and goveom the destinies of a coiintry, M. de la Gueroimidrc 
.«ays: 

'. '< How happens it that the man who thought to get possession of. 
Ffaaee^t fitrasborg and Boulogne, with no other right than that of his 
name, with no other army than a few Mthfiil friends, fails to this extent 
in mitioftive, after having shown such audacity ? It is because, as I haTe 
already said, Louis Napoleon has no active, permanent will. He only 
has it on certain days aiad under certain circumstances. He w^ throw 
himself, by calculation as well as from inspiration, into an adventure foil 
<xr danger; he will march against a Governmoit defended by four hun- 
dred thousand soldiers, at the head of ten of his friends. He wiQ land 
trpcm the coast at Boulogne with a flag and an eagle. He will heroically 
risk his life to embrace the column there. He will turn from o&ce the 
general-in-chief * for whom the historians of the restoration of Charles 
II.4earved out the part of Monk. These are his days of internal feTer. 

* Cfa&ngamier , feneraMn chief of the army in Paris, nmoml by the Pxesideat 
in January, 1851, aad nieeeefled ^ Baniguay d'HilUers. by ^OO^ie 



Outwardly he will be calm, insensible, impassible, indifferent. The next 
day be flails back into slumber aj^aiii. His will does not abdicate— it 
sleeps." ♦••♦♦♦• 

*'l8 it, th«i, tnie that Louifi Napoleon has as much abnegation as he 
iias probity and integnty ? As I am drawing a portrait, my duty is to 
be sincere. WeU, then, I do not. believe in the abnegation of the auda- 
cious pretender, who undertook the expeditions of Strasburg and Bou- 
logne. Does it fellow, though, that we can contest the sincerity of the 
Aoble -avowid of Mb ecror that he laid at the very foot of the prison which 
was Hie witness of hiB ezpiadoa P Far frem my pea saoh an outrage ! 
Ko, LoiDB NapdleML wiU never usurp power.* But he is firmly con* 
imcefd Huct 13ie «oimtry will igara it to him. Is this a Tu%ar ambition 
ea ins peert? No, it is something for more noble. I make haste to say 
m. It IB a veBgion. He beJinnes in his name. He is persuaded that 
Ae Bitipire has left ia the soil roots so firmly set and so lull of life, that 
He Napoleoine stem has only to upring ^ loll of sap and strength, to 
Mag forth all the fimits of the Frendi Bevolatioii and the new Demo- 
•auey, and to shelter society from every storm. Suoh is his superstition. 
A m^ sup^trtition, after all, whkh atterts a gseat seal in a great 
asBninen' 

The wiportanoe of this retract must be my excuse for its length. The 
Ptf^«elldniBtobeaEepaUicanpapeE,aftbeAo»fi^e^fiuMi{^r^Btamp. It 
has 17,000 subsorfbers, and its influeooe is oonsiderable. It seems incre- 
&Sb\e tlkat M. de la Gneronni^ should not hare intended to advance the 
caosc of the President in this article. It certainly will have this effect, 
ff €ie Republican candidate should not miit the views of the editors of 
this journal, they will probably adopt the candidacy of Louis Napoleon, 
SB an ftpproaoh to their juste miUett, The AeaemilSe Rationale, a strong 
fiaiiMint paper, it is already hinted, may veer to his support at any 
moment. Wiih sudi additions to his forees, it is quite possible that 
Ms re-eleotion will be brought about by hoc^ or by crook. M. Leon 
Paueher 'will play the part of the hoidc, or the crook either — ^perhaps 
bo6i flif tiiem at the same time. This crook will not be one of those 
pastoral, %Qce£lc wands ihsit shepherdesses wield in ballets and ballad- 
opeias, but a muoh more savage one,.«iiGlh as showmen use when they 
stir up the hyenaB*-«a sort of 'Cross between an oeling spear and a 



<<0«eraaiii^ does not acknowledge to this day that Louii Napoleon did 
He calls the oov^'ttat, tine UUgdUU ptOrhtiquei 
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CHAPTER XVI i 

LAMARTINE CHIDES GtTEBOKNIEBE — THE ADVANCED EEFUSLK) -^ 
DOMINOS AND DEMAGOGUES — THE MABKET WOMEN MAKE FB£|i; 
WITH THE PRESIDENT, 

September 18tli, 1851. 
M. DE LA GuERONNiEBE has concluded in the Fay$ his political portrait 
of Louis Napoleon, of which I gave you a considerable extract in my 
last. M. de Lamartine, &om the depth of his retirement at Ma^on, pro- 
tests against the inference that the public might draw, that he shares 
the opinions expressed by his co-editor. The public certainly had drawn 
such a conclusion, and it was even supposed by many, that though the 
article was Gueronnidre's, and signed by him, the plan and the ideas we^ 
Lamartine's. At the head of the newspaper are the words, " Direction 
JPoUtiqtte, M. de Lamartine ; JRedacteur en Chef, M. de la Gueronni^re.^ 
The former complains that the article occupies the editorial columns, 
and, therefore, seems to be the expression of the common political 
opinions of the different editors; whereas, he thinks, it ought to have 
been printed in the form of a feuilleton, or under the rubric " Varieties/' 
on the third page of the paper. It seems, therefore, that Lamartine is no 
more disposed than before to veer to the support of the President^ at leajBt 
80 long as the law of the Slst of May remains unrepealed. If nniyeisal 
suflfrage were restored, it is, however, probable that he. would be willing 
to use his influence in behalf of such revisiomos might legali^ the. i^ 
election of Louis Napoleon. 

We are at present absorbed in an affair called the Compht de Parts, 
Of 180 persons arrested, half have been set at liberty, many of them, how- 
ever, receiving orders to quit Paris within the ensuing twenty-four hours. 
The Patrie publishes a document which it declares was seized upion iiie 
persons of several of the prisoners. The publication of this is certainly 
premature, as those charged with the propagation of the doctrines there- 
in contained are xmder lock and key, and are unable to refute the ac- 
cusation and defend themselves from false witness. The premature 
publication of such documents is formally forbidden by law. But ijf it 
shall be proved, upon the trial of the accused, that German and Italiiftn 
refugees have been in the habit of holding nocturnal meetings -witfiiiL 
the walls of Paris, that they are in constant communication with, iiie 
Central Committee in London, and that they had anything to do vnth. 
the preparation of the •* Address to the League," or were to have aiiy 
part to play in the execution of the measures proposed, transportation 
across the frontier is oertdnly a lenient retali^^ii^^^ v£i|^(^^ment pub- 
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lished hj the Patrie is entitled, « Instructions to the League, befoie, 
duiing, and after the Heyolution." It is in the form of a circular, is. 
lithographed, bears the date of London, August 1, and is supposed to be 
addressed to the German revolutionists residing at Paris. I quote 
isefveral passages of this execrable programme. 

"The object of the League is to prepare rerolution, and, when it is 
accomplished, to entrust the Goyemment exclusiyely to the fourth estate 
— ^the peasants and day-laborers," 

"The police of the League "will compose a list of the enemies of' the 
people, who will be delivered up to the justice of the people." 

"It win make search for deposits of arms and materials of war 
Wonging to the state ; for banks, coffers, and supplies of money belong- * 
iag to private individuals." 

"Revolutionary tribunals will be formed in all the principal towns. 
Special measures are to be taken ; To prevent emigration ; to prevent 
ike exportation of gold and silver; to arrest all the enemies of the 
jfeople ; to punish all traitors by the justice of the people, and on the 
5|ot where their crime shall have been committed." 

"Workshops, manufactures, and lands necessary to give full employ- 
meat to the people shall be taken by expropriation, and first from such 
proprietors as cannot keep their establishments working fiill time." 
^' But enough. A few persons believe that this pestilent circular is a 
iTorgery, invented for the purpose of frightening the timid into support 
of fihe President's plan of revision and re-election, by guying them a view 
''of Che volcano under their feet. If it is a genuine document, it will be 
laid to the account of Kepublicans and republicanism, and go far toward 
assuring the re-election, legal or illegal, of the existing President. It has 
already caused the appearance of an edict by the prefect of police, which 
win end in the summary dismissal from Paris of from five to ten thousand 
jjbreigners — principally Germans, end, certainly, for the most part guiltless 
"of participation in this wretched affair, but who are to some degree com- 
promised by the insane conduct of their countrymen. The authors of 
the plot, if plot there really is, call themselves Republicans, or Democratic 
ISodalists, or, for brevity's sake, Democ. Socs. They have come from 
. across the border ; society at home having rejected them frx)m its bosom. 
.Thej are men of desperate fortunes, with all to gain, and nothing to 
,ibse. They cannot beg,, and to dig they are ashamed. So they plot. 
\ iHssalisfied with things as they are, they lay the foundations of another 
.^stem. Of society thus regenerated, they are to be the leaders and the 
prime ministers. Everybody else is to be guillotined, and the contents 
of thteir coffers are to be appropriated to the service of the State. Is 
it reasonable to suppose that any person of property, position in society, 
or influence in the community, is to be seduced into repubUoanism by 
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swsli prospects as ibcBe ? The mor^ the demagogwes pIot» the more will 
the natuHL hesitate, and the longer will be delayed the advent of a pure 
and honest repabUe ; every iindergroaad manifesto, every nocturnal 
conventicle, every bulletin emanating from German or Italian refugees 
in Paris, or from French and Italian refugees in London, will throw 
votes untold into the electoral urn, freighted with Napoleon's second 
term, and, if the Gonstitutien be not revised, with his perpetual Presi- 
dency. People must have a safe Government, even if in its theory it 
be bastard or mongreL They wiU agree to waive discussion as to form 
and such like trivialities,, under the assurance or conviction that the 
republic can find no resting place for the sole of its foot in France. The 
^National, the organ of the Socialists, expresses its belief that the 
"Address to the League" is a forgery. This is equivalent to dis- 
avowing all connexion with its authors. Nevertheless, the Repub- 
licans will have to BaSSer fbx it. It wiU be laid to their door, and bear 
it they must. 

The Hatanimet de Paris, % well-known cofiEee-room, has also shared' 
the attentions of M. Carlier. Six or eight policemen, in their official 
garb, sat, for several consecutive hours, and on two successive evenings, 
at as many tables, drinking beer, and conversing on topics of little or no 
interest — to the great consternation of the keeper of the establishment 
and the vast curiosity of a whole street full of lookers-on. It seems 
that this cafe was the nightly resort of three advanced Bepublicans, who 
nsed to t&ih politicsy and probably Socialism, while playing dominos. 
Aa they were, in toto, opposed to M. Bonaparte^ it was of course neces- 
sary ta silence them. M. Carlier, who has no decent excuse to offer for 
their susest, deviled a scheme for compelling the keeper to signify to 
them his nnwiUingness to contiano to fiiruish them with dominos and 
beer. This was to rendev his establishment suspicious, and to surround 
it wifth a sort of doobtM reputation, by the presence of a body-guard of 
spies. Thisvplaa has aecomplished its purpose. Either the master of the 
house has iatimated to the domino*players that they must seek another 
arena £» tiie disflay of their argumentative powers^ or they have them> 
selves tajcen the hint, and left o£ their own accord. At any rate, they 
have dlaappearecU The police have, in th^ turn, abandoned their beer- 
drinking, and the establishment ik again pursuing the even tenor of its 
way. The granting permits of residence to foreigners is progressing 
riowly; some nooiths will be required*, instead of the eight days' 
delay at irst granted by the preleat» 

The cesenrany of laying tho corner-stone of the new gram markets 
was perfiirmed <»l Monday, with all the rites peculiar to such ocoasionsu 
The only remarkable jGdature waa the President's inviting the female 
wsapasitau oC staiUa ia^ Hia sziatiiig markets tOb^f^Pi^^^il^^^ the next 
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day at the Elyseb. Thay went, JLidded into corporations; as,, thq 
lionocable corporation of vegetable women, of fruit women, of flour women, 
of fifik women, etc., etc. They were received by M. Bonaparte with 
great courtesy — althongk he ca;a£ied this important deputation to wait 
over half an hour, on the trivial pretext of being engaged in a Cabinet 
Council with some men called Leon Faucher, Baroche, etc. But when 
h» did come, he wa» a&bility and condescension itself. Several of the 
ladies requested permission to kiss him, to which, in the language of tho 
ConstUiUionfiel, ''he lent himself with the utmost grace." But what can 
be meant by the following inuendo, which I take from a journal of less 
dignity than the Constiiuttonnel, and one that is apt to draw pretty 
krgely upon the credulity of its readers P "We understand that at the 
QTgiB offered by the President to the market women, yesterday, several 
of them allowed themselves to be drawn beyond the limits of strict 
^amzn, and even went so far as to take improper liberties with the 
person of M. Bonaparte, who was obliged to escape by a private door," 
Qow^ver this may be— and it looks very much like a burlesque — ^it is 
certain that aU these ladies' husbands, fathers, brothers, cousins, and all 
their male relations to the seventh degree removed, may be set down as 
good for the 12th of May, 1832. Besides these, must be reckoned all 
the masons who are to be employed upon the new edifice, for they too 
were invited to the Elysee, where they received each a silver watch, 
except the Pieman, who was made the recipient of a gold one. A clear 
gain of 5Q0 votes at least. 



CHAPTER XYU» 



*2TB»BM»WT'* Ain> "AVEKEMINT''— A DAKIKG lEDITOMAIr—A LUMP (W 
GOLD THAT HAD MET WITH STRANGE ADVENTURES. 

September 24th, 1851. 
Ihb pdjBcipal political evenis, amee the sailing of the semi-weekly 
iteaofir, have been the suspension of tha JEvSnement newspaper^ its 
Ksnaekatkm under a new name, the seiznxe of its first nnmber, and th» 
■wimmBff befsTQ aju^fe ^matruction of the sixth and only remaining 
editor of the paper,. M. Auguste Vaequerie. The loUowing axe the 
MmIs of this imbri^liQ^ reduced to theic lowest terms : 

CSiades Hitgo^ Poradis and Erdan^ were already in prison, when the 
ffxftk severe and unjustifiable sentence sent Victor Hugo, jim., and Paul 
MtsmB» t& joiaL them. The former had written an article against 
opital pvaiidnkeBA, and the. ktter» the responsil^r^gif^^^ published 
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it The Evenement was also OQndemned to a suspension of one montlu 
The last suryivor, M. Yacquerie, preferred to discontinue the journsd^ 
altogether, and estahlish another on its ruins. To effect this, all that 
was necessary was to forfeit the caution-money deposited in the hands of 
the govemment for the EvSnement, to make another deposit for the new 
issue, and to change the name of the newspaper. This was done withootf 
the break of a single day in the publication and deliyery of the joumaL' 
The JSvinement became the AvSnement, with the words du peuple in 
small type imdemeath. Thus, only one letter in the heading was 
altered ; adyent being substituted for eyent. Otherwise the paper is the 
same; the same in form, type, editors, adyertisers, readers. In the first 
number of the new series was a letter from Victor Hugo ; a letter of 
encouragement to the only remaining editor, the last scion of a perse- 
cuted house. M. Vacquerie published some remarks upon this'letter, for 
which the paper was seized on the following afternoon. His trial I shall 
be able to give in my next. 

It is a curious fact that no journal has yet been seized, no editor yet 
sunmioned before the Court of Assizes, for proposing violence and uncon* 
stitutionality, or for inciting the people to revolt, when their eccentricities 
are in behalf of revision or prorogation. The Attorney-General cannot 
find, in all the republican journals in France, such an incendiary passage 
as the following, which I take from a Bordeaux paper : 

" "We desire the maintenance of the law of the 31st of May, and the 
re-election of the President. To attain these ends, we are resolved ta 
march against insurrection, and to trample under our feet those articles 
(of the Constitution) by the aid of which it is hoped to chain up our will; 
we would not hesitate at an 18th Brumaire (the 10th of November, 
1799, when Bonaparte scattered the Coimcil of Five Hundred and caused 
himself to be named First Consul), and we advise Louis Napoleon to 
ehoke the JRepuhUe, the day when it shall try to realise a single one of it^ 
menaces." 

The insurrection against which this valiant editor is to march, and the 
menaces which the Kepublic is to endeavour to realise, are, fair some 
private reason or other, not specified ; after displaying so much, vi^^ 
in. trampling upon the constitution, and such energy in choking the 
Bepublic, it would be rather humiliating to instance, as the only metiye 
for these acts of violence, the pertinacity with which the Eepublicana 
eling to that article in the constitution which gives them the control of 
the revision project in the Chamber. By a poetical licence, this is made 
to figure as an insurrection and to take upon itself the form of a menace 
in fair process of realisation. In the mean time, the journal is not 
seized, and the editor is still at large. And at large he ynll continue 
Qatil he imdertakes to defend the constitution, when he will be hurried 
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off tQ pri^on^ as fast as a Yehicle of ^e Court of Assizes can conyey lum 

there. 

* Pr<^ablj M. Vacquerie was less concerned than any of his brother 
editors, at an event in which he alone was personally interested. His 
xiext day's editorials made the Whole political public langh, and were 
copied in full by many of the more serious journals. One was an article 
entitled " Polemique," consisting of twenty lines of periods, — that sort of 
dot wMch. forms the staple of tables of contents. This vigorous pas- 
sage was signed, as the law reqxdres, with the name of the author. A 
Bccond was a long extract from the tragedy of Ph^dre ; this, too, was 
signed with the authpr's name^one Racine, somewhat known in the 
^ys of Louis XIV. From the leading article, entitled " Our candid 
opinion upon the state of things,** I make the following extract : — 

" Two and two are four. 

** Grammar is the art of speaking and writing correctly. 

«* A door must be either open or shut. 

*' It seems to be certain, according to the testimony of creditable his- 
fcrians, and we may be allowed to believe it after them, that Ravaillac 
had something to do with the sudden and unlooked-for death of our 
late king, Henry the Fourth, which took place, it is said, in the Rue de 
la Ferronerie, at Paris. We publish this intelligence with every reserve, 
afid we shall be happy to receive any rectificatory details which may bo 
ibrwarded to us upon this dreadful occurrence. 

"*Cke office of the Constitutionnely a universal journal devoted to poli- 
l£c» and literature j is situated in the street of the 24th of February, lato 
Valois, No. 10, Letters should be addressed to M. Boniface. — ^N.B. Pay 
your postage. 

"The elephant is the biggest and most intelligent of quadrupeds. It 
Ileb a trunk and ivory tusks. 

** If we are to believe certain geometricians, perhaps aKttle rash in 
their assei'tions, a straight line is the shortest way from one point to 
another. 

** Ail that glitters is not gold. 

" Mr. Friquart, aged thirty-eight, and a cobbler by trade, desires a 
situation as porter. Has satisfactory references. 

*' The smelling apparatus is situated upon the face. It consists of a 
cavity, placed above the mouth, reaching upwards to the base of the 
'skull, downwards to the arch of the palate, forward to the nostrils, and 
oackward to the throat, into which it opens through two orifices. 

" We stop here this sincere and daring sketch of the present state of 
politics, in the hope, but not at all in the certainty, of having kept 
within the limits assigned to the liberty of the press*— Augusts Vao- 

QUERIE." 
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The Avenement aimotmces that since the erents of the leist i^w diays, 
its office has beeil crowded with buyers and subscribers. Its predecessor, 
the Evenement, was the most sueeessM of the eveniug journals of 
Paris. 

It seems that the seas, and even the rivers, besidies giving up their 
dead, can make other restitutions. The Seine is divided by the He de 
la Cit§, in the very heart of Paris, into two branches. The water in 
each, of course, runs slower and is lessr deep than in the main stream. 
A day or two ago, a man, whQ was raking the bed of one of the branches 
just imder the Pont au Change, scraped up, amid a mass of mud andT 
stones, an ingot of gold. Suspecting, from its weight, that it was 
genuine metal, but being reminded by its glitter of a rather discouraging 
proverb, he took the precaution to have it weighed and examined at a 
jeweller's. It turned out to be 2i.hondJide lump, vrithout alloy, and of 
the value of about 400 dollars. The scraper posted off to the mint, ingot in 
hand, a smile on his face and a pretty lively feeling of satisfa^ction. in 
his heart. On his arrival at the mint^ the director had him arrested at 
once. His style of dress, which he had neglected to change sisce his 
waist-deep exercises under the bridge, was considerably at variance with 
the idea that the individual could be rightfdlly in possession (d such, a 
good-siaed golden ingot, especially as the lottery* of that name has not 
yet been drawn. 

But the prefect of police soon convinced himself that it was a discavery, 
and not a theft, that had placed the predous metal in the hands of the 
applicant. Its fall value, in coin of the Bepublic, was given to him in 
exchange, and he went on his way rejoicing. Very many years ago, 
the Pont au Change was lined on botii sides by smaU jewellers' and 
money-changers' offices ;^ among them were several manu&£turingr 
establishments, though the greater part were retailing shops of the most 
insignificant ckss. Those that used the crucible were suspected of 
mixing with the pure metal a proportion of alloy which rendered silver 
little more than pewter, and gold of about the par value of pinchbeck. 
The police, however, kept a strict watch over them. Whenever these 
daring alembieists had reason to anticipate a visit from the myrmidons 
of the prefect, they opened a trap in their jftoor, and slid the adulterated 
spoons into the river beneath. Their large profits, when their operations 
were successftil, enabled them to ailbrd a miscarriage of this sort from. 
time to time. A goodly quantity of this sporious combination has been 
fished up sSnce the departure of the money-changers. The genuine ingot 
we hanee mentioned proMbly fell through some open trap, invented for 
tilie passage of other andf less authentic metal. It was discovered wedged 
against a post, whnsh exxdains its not being washed away by the current. 
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CHAPTER XVIH. 

aSE MOBB EDITOB IN PBISON — ^IHE CENSORS AT :WOKC-<-A JEALOUS 
HUSBAND AND A SHEBBY COBBLEB. 

September 26tli, 1851. 
M. AUGUSTE Yacquerie, sixth and last editor of the Evinement^ now 
the Av6iement du JPeuple, was tried yesterday before the Court of 
Assizes, and by it condemned to six months' imprisonment, and to a fine 
of 1,000 francs. The incriminated articles were, as I have said, a letter 
firom Victor Hugo, and a paragraph or two of comment thereupon by 
M. Yacquerie. I make an extract from Yictor Hugo's letter, one &om 
M. Yacquerie's comments, and another from his address to the jury. The 
piDflecating attorney's argument is so weak and discursiTe, that several 
ol the principal government journals have forborne reporting it. Here 
isone of tke most striking passages from the poet-orator's letter to the 
editor of the AvSnement:^^ 

''You can get the better of one man, of two men, of a million of menf 
jnsQ cannot overcome a truth* The ancient Parliaments — I hope we 
shaH see nothing of the kind in our time — often tried to suppress the 
truth by decree ; but no sooner had the recorder signed the sentence^ 
than the troth reappeared, upright and radiant, above the tribunal. 
'^ is history. This is- what exists. You can do nothing against what 
is. There will always be something to writhe from under the feet of the 
iiqiiisitQr. Ah, you daBue immobility, inquisitor ! I am sorry for that,, 
fir God haa mads motum. Galileo knows it,, sees it,^ aad declares it. 
Amish Galileo, if you will j yon cannot reach God ! 

^Oawaed, then, and I say it again with confidence, the things for 
which and with which you contend, are those thai; the heat itself of the 
combat caosea to shine still bright^. When you strike a man, blood 
starts ^GfXk the wound ; when you strike a troth, the concussion elidts 
light'." 

In his remarks upon thia letter, M. Yacquerie says : — 

** As to the democrats cause, if the ministry supposes that it loses by 
heing thus oppressed, it ia mistaken. Oa the contrary, it gains. la 
Has BoUe French nation, pemeoution is the great propagand. Demo- 
craey has won already all the minda that think*. Oppression wiU give 
Qs alt the hearts that beat ! 

**Let the courts redouble their rigors, then \ so mneh the better \ the 
repoidLcan idea ia a tree, strong and vigorous. Weights will be hung 
i^Mi it; preveeationa and condemnations will be hurled upon it. The 
ininisters will hope to have buried it, but will only have planted it. 
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«Thi8 is why we call our journal the Advent of the People. 

*' Truths have always been so mixed with persecution, that it really 
seems as if they had need of them, for perfect consecration in the reli- 
gion of intelligence. The purest and noblest are those who have most 
suffered from oppression, and their martyrdom has done as much for 
their glory as they themselres. Who can tell what the hemlock has 
done for Socrates, the stake for Joan of Arc, St. Helena for Napoleon, 
and, higher still, the Cross for Christ? 

" What a, consolation ! Persecution, so useful, so indispensable to the 
progress of ideas, that the Gospel itself could not dispense with it V* 

After the counsel for the defence had concluded, M. Vacquerie spoke 
for a few moments. I quote a passage from his address : 

" One word more, gentlemen of the jury. I have been often lately at 
the Court of Assizes. Until this day, 1 have been a mere . spectator, an 
interested one, certainly, as my Gye fellow-editors have been successively 
prosecuted and condemned. . I have always heard the Attorney-General 
represent society as divided into two camps — ^that of the Republicans, ot 
of the Socialists, if you like, and that of the party of order. I do not 
think that this distinction is just ; for I, who am openly and sincerely 
republican, I pretend to be openly and sincerely devoted to order. I do 
not believe that the rich are the enemies of the poor, or that the poor are 
the enemies of the rich. 

'<It was to help to dispel this misunderstanding that I became apolitical 
writer. For three years I have followed this profession. You will 
notice one circumstance, gentlemen, that during these three years of 
daily editorial writing, I have never been condemned or prosecuted. I 
thought, therefore, that I had three years of labor to plead in my behalf, 
yet I do not receive credit for a single day ! 

"The first number of my new journal seized ! A number, too, which 
is, from beginning to end, an appeal to conciliation ! 

"Each one of you, gentlemen, b as his own trade or profession. I, too, 
have mine ; I am an author. The revolution of '48 found me writing 
books, and very pacific ones, I assure you. Verses upon the sun, upon 
trees and running water — ^nothing more subversive than that. 

"After the revolution, literature was no longer possible for the 
moment. Every one gave himself up to questions of social import. 

"I have tried, in my humble capacity, §nd in my middle station, to 
effect a general conciliation. 1 have tried to teach the rich to make 
some concessions to the poor, and the poor tb exact less of the rich. I 
have labored in this single intention. Is this a crime ? 

" As I have said, I am a writer of books and of plays. Of the latter, 
one has been horribly hissed. Others have succeeded* This is my life ; 
and it is said that I am a man of disorder 1 Digitized by v^oogitr 
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<* No, geatlemen, I have the same interest as you in public order. I 
have positiTe need of peace for the work of my every day. I, disorganize 
Deople's minds and agitate the street! I only desire crowds at the doors 
of the theatres! 

"I have done, gentlemen of the jury; I have told you loyally what 
was my purpose in writing and publishing the articles which are sub* 
mitted to your candor. 

" I have not tried to plead — that I could not do. I have only conyersed^ 
Now, gentlemen, judge me/' The verdict, as I have said, was six. months' 
imprisonment and 1000 francs fine. 

The Government has now gone to the length of its tether.^ Beprobation 
of its conduct is general ; eleven men out of twelve that you meet in 
The street express regret and even disgust. The verdicts of the jury are 
£fficult to explain, except when it is remembered that the Government 
tibrows all its influence into the scale, and overpowers the feeble resist- 
Sttce of the jurors, by demanding, authoritatively, and in a tone which 
seems to defy refusal-^fine, imprisonment, suspension, disgrace. The 
jury allow tiiemselves to be led by the nose. They do not render 
conscientious verdicts. Their private opinion, if they dared express it^ 
is the other way. 

On Saturday last, a comedietta in verse, entitled "Under the Vine- 
Leaves,'* was performed for the first time at the Odeon. It had 
previously undergone rather curious treatment at the hands of the 
censorship. The following passage was struck out, and is forbidden 
to be spoken at the representation : 

" I drink to harmony, and to that powerful accord, 
Which renders a State tranquil and a people strong— 
To the day marked with white, when ciyic virtue 
Could alone aspire to power and public place ; 
When the Chief of the State, the Savior of Liberty, 
Deserved well of his dearly-loved country, 
In returning, his brows bound with oak leaves, 
To prune his blooming vineyard, and cultivate his field.*' 

M. Leon Paucher does not think that the Chief of the State deserves 
to be complimented for returning to the plough when his work is done 
and his time is up. On the contrary, he considers it the bounden duty 
of every chief and president to have their constitution revised and 
their powers prorogued. The conmiission made another trivial alteration. 
The author of the play, M. Lorin, spoke several times rather dispara- 
gingly of Augustus Caesar, giving him his title of Emperor. This word 
empereur, the Censure changed to dictateur^ which neither injures the 
rhyme nor the measure. It is desirous that the people should not 
acquire prejudices against emperors in ge^eralj^ai^j^ey^fjig have one 
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ounelTes one of these tee nionufcigs. At least, bo it would seem £rom 
the fftct that the oenflore fboBti upon ilie Rotator all the shortcomiiiga' 
of the emperor. Its interfbx«BDe has done hsniL rather than good; lor the 
eircmnstances of the treatment of the comedy by the eensorship have 
been spread throngli Hie ooantry by the Pfrssse, the National, the Si^le^ 
the Avinementf the BSpuUiqu», and the Paya, whik bat few would hay^ 
heard the incriminated lines had they been pronoimced belbore the 
sparse audiences that attend ihe gloomy tiieatre of the Left Bank. 

Let me narrate to yoa the history of the disocBafitaie of a jealous 
husband, and the part played by a sherry cobbler ia dispelling his 
doubts. The gentleman in question, Larkin 1^ name, is a speculator 
at the Bourse; the nature of his profiossion had probably begotten in^ 
liim a healthfol distrust of .tiie« foture and its oontingencies, and a: 
predominant inclination to be on his guard against any mischaiice* ' 
He therefore used to loek up the bonnet and shoes of his wife i« 
a cupboard, every morning before leaving his house upon the business- 
of the day. The wife speedily made known her unfortunate posi- 
tion to her cousin, a young man of highly prepossessing appearanoe.^ 
He lost no time in conveying to iier a supply of bonnets and gaiters, •' 
to replace those that had been put under arrest. Moreover, he ofiEered t 
her his arm, and together th^ enjoyed many a morning's walk in the ' 
promenades of this far-ikmed capital. •• 

But during one of these oontraband exonrsions, the lady descried the'' 
familiar features of Mr. Larkin just hovering into view. -Quix^ as'' 
thought, she and the cousin hurried into an omnibus, hoping in this-^ 
way to avoid all possibility of detection. But Larkin recognised his ^ 
wife, even in her new head-dress, and guessed at the identity of the-^ 
cousin. He made after the retreating omnibus ; but the escaping couple' 
had completed its legal number, and the &tal sign, " Full," rose upon [ 
the roof of the vehicle. Nothing daunted, he stniok for l^ome, intending ^ 
to get there first and to confront his runaway wife on her arrivaL 
From her seat in the omnibus Mrs. Larkin saw her husband start for 
the house, and from the extraordinary time he was making, it was 
pretty evident he would win Hie race. 

The cousin sow, too, that nothing but a mighty efibrt oould save the , 
day. Giving a parting injunction to Mrs. L. to lose no time in reaching 
home, he rushed out of the anmibusand into a hatter's, where he t^eiated j 
a complete change in his outward man. A black hat gave place to a 
white one ; by a few gr aeefal manipulations upon his linen, his standing <" 
collar was transformed iifto a Byran, and his wrist-bands were tomed ' 
back upon his coat-cdeeves as if in preparation for a joust at fisticnffiu '^ 
Thus metamorphosed he sauntered forth, and in a few minutes met " 
Larkin going oS at a bnak^rate, ai^ mtAmi a few blocks of his house. •< 
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^Qnuaow ]lie»^ ezcilaimAd the latter ; ^vi^j<j^vg^ I tirougfat I jnst 
flnr yoo. igefc into wa^emxahvayfi^my mifeV* " Ydamust be dait, T.tLrTrin^ 
T^hayi.ewerybodj knows that joo. lock op Mrs* L.'6 shoes, oad that 
flbe can't go oat if she would. I dont blame yea for it, Laxkin; foi:, 
1)0tween yon and me, the yDiing luen of onr day— 4)at don't let us talk 
upea-flD pain&l a sabject. Come into Lehkmd's and take a little some- 
thing^ to drink." ^ No, thank yon ; I think I'd better just convince my- 
Rlf fbat all is snug at home." ** I insist tm yoor keeping me company, 
Lai^lciii ; bedde, how could your wife be in an omnibus without a bonnet P 
Soppoee we take a brandy punch ! " " No, I don't diink brandy ; it gives 
me the headadaie." "Well, a xerrut kohbiair, then?" "A what?" A 
ttrrm hdbUmr, Is it possible you have never heard of that fragrant 
tonbiiiatuiiiF Then yon don't leave me till you've tried one. When 
ICMnmbus 0et sail for his undisoovered world, it must have been the 
otew of the kobblair that allured him over the sea. O argon, detix 



And the wwtdied husband, caught fast behind a green table, be- 
i u^uogcd and boxed in by a dreadfiil cousin that sat on duty at the only 
tnt, bat, above ail, seduced by a restless, jostling mass of ice and lemon- 
peeit aaad perplexed by an unintelligible straw, whose office he could 
not undezcteid till he saw the cousin puU at one end, and the kobblair 
disappear at the other— in this position the wretched husband, I say, 
^farted the ^predous moments. In the mean time the omnibus rolled on 
Iril3i<6ie truant wife, and deposited her at the nearest comer ; and when 
IfltSda arrived, half an hour later« he found the tables turned against 
liim. His vrife evidently had not stixred from home, whUe the fames of 
the kobblair tainted the fresh and innocent air of Mrs. Larkin's boudoir. 
lir. L. was ci course the only one in the wrong. All the satisfsiction 
^ get was ^e following reprehension from Mrs. L«; " Oh, Larkin, 
Larkn, you've been drinking I" 



CHAPTER XIX. 

LEON TAVCECEJL MAKES A SFKECH— THE AST8S Ol* PBBOEtirABT-—THE 
HOME BECEETABY RECEIVES A BIBBON. 

September 29th, 1851. 
I^eoN Fa^ches has made ^ speedi at ChalonsHSur-Mame. He was 
received with a salvo of thirteen guns, and his departure was signalised 
liy a 8eoe!ad baker's doeen of the same sort All the petty manifestations 
It tiie disposal ^ the local authorities were made use of on this imposing 
oooasian. The ceremonial was devised by M. S'a 
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left Paris. The lejoidngs of the artQlery, the doable line of nffififrpyd 
guards, the grand mass at the chapel, the iUuminations, the iniisict t-hs 
banqoetB, and, above all, the speech, were arranged in the itixe de 
Grenelle. To comprehend ftdiy the beauty of the address and its 
extreme propriety, you must bear in mind that Leon Fau^oher o'Vf es his 
situation— all he is and ever will be — ^to the revolation of February. 
He is the minister of a goyemment that dates from the f24th of that 
month. His superior, the President, is the head of the republic, of whieh 
the 24th of February is the natal day. The good taste, and the necessity 
of the following exordium, will therefore be at once apparei^t. '' You 
cannot have forgotten, gentlemen, from what a height France fell iiito 
the abyss of February" Such is the language of the Minister of the 
Interior, in speaking of an event that brought him into power« If that 
is what he meant to say, I acknowledge its exactitude. Le<m Fauch^ 
was the first Home Minister of the French Itepublic. Bat let me quot%a 
passage from M. Faucher's proposition, presented to the Assembly oa t|e 
15th of February, 1849, relative to the celebration of the first auniv^i^QCVry 
of the Itepublic. He was at that time as radical as he is now ]:eactioa^ai^. 
The text is an exact translation, except that where he use4 the ^fpfsd 
revolution, 1 use abyss. And, in so doing, I give the, ho^oraliile 
minister's exact sentiments, as they happen to bo at this moiaent^ 

** Citizen Bepresentatives, — 

" The 23rd and 24th of February, 1848, have changed the. pno^spj^Jbe 
and the form of government in France. Monarchy has given wa^s|o 
the Republic. This great abyss was brought about almost wtiitfBt 
resistance and in a very few hours. 

" The abyss of February was a pacific one. 

" Never did any abyss escape so promptly from the agitations insepa-*; 
rable from every popular commotion. None h|s ever before brought 
forth, in the same time, a regular state of things ; none has ever can- 1 
secrated so liberally all the rights of men, without losing the necessazj 
guarantees of every representative government. It is, in &ct, thejir^ 
truly national abyss, for it leaves behind it no lamentable traces of thai 
oppression which divides a people into conquerors and conquered. 

** The abyss of February has established imiversal sufi&age in France 
It has summoned, — and to its eternal honor, — to political life, withoiii 
disturbance or difficulty, the entire French nation. Political equals 
has arrived in time to complete and fortify civil equality. Henceforl 
the nation belongs to itself, and every citizen has a share in the govenj 
ment. .| 

** An abyss which has done so many and such good things deebrv^ 
to live in ^e memory, and to take a place in the gratitude, of the peo^ 
Nations honor themselves in celebrating the dates jifo^ir jprogre 
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W government. We desire to glorify and to bless the name of this 

^' .And 90 on and so forth. I doubt -v^hether the annals of tergiyersa* 
^tion, from the time when Ministers of the Interior were created, down* 
^yr^iA, con fizmish another such instance. 

•■ Btit we have not done with the Home Secretary yet* The decoration 
^trf "Ckmunander of the Legion of Honor," conferred upon him by Louis 
'Napoleon, on the occasion of the laying of the comer-stone oi the Grain 
fMai^ets, some ten days ago, has been taken away fi*om him by the 
^chancellor of that institution. It was in direct violation of the statutes 
'cf the Legion of Honor. Before you can be a commander you must be 
^An officer j and before you can be an officer you must be acheTalier. 
'ifcnd between being an officer, and being eligible to the order of oom- 
'ttander, a certain period of time must elapse. Now Leon Faucher has 
• *V€fr been anything at aU. So he has been obliged to give up his 
^xlifbomi, anrid a running fire of squibs and caricatures. Louis Kapoleon, 
Xlrwev^, has retaliated by creating him both chevalier and officer at 
*^bt&. The two decrees appear in the same number of the Moniteur. 
'fhe lequired delay will be dwindled down, by some hocus pocus or other, 
^lirtc^'j» few -weeks, and to this the chancellor will be probably forced to 
eonsen<^ in consideration of the extraordinary services rendered by the 
minister to the loved land of his birth. ** Leon Faucher, Leon Faucher, 
^^ilke^gflfa^ f cries a republican journal ; '' you are both deaf and blind ; you 
'^littf ^tho' iSBamou of Chalons still reverberating in your ears, and your 
^^Booratioii of commander is bound over your eyes I" 
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..:. CHAPTER XX. 

W , 

i-irSE MINISTRY DISMISSED— LEON FAUCHER REFLECTS— JACQUES BON- 

ii . HOMME TALES COMMON SENSE TO QIBARDIN — ^A LIBERTINE LOBSTER. 

October 16th, 1851. 

.As the telegraph from Halifax will have informed you, before this letter 
arrives, the French Ministry have been dismissed from office — ^graciously, 

j2ls true, with thanks for their zeal, and with a request to remain till 
tiieu: places are supplied, but none the less, dismissed! It is true that 
me Cabinet resigned ; but it was because their dismifesal was imminent, 
and they preferred to take leave themselves rather than be shown the 

• Ji^r. I mentioned, some months ago, my belief that Louis Napoleon 

^jjonld, before it was too late, take the first steps toward restoring 
ttnversal suffrage, and would be re-elected by as large a majority as he 

F 
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had in '48. Tliis step he has taken; and tbedissolntioii of partner^ 

between him and his ministry is the inevitable consequence, as they 
have made the law of May Slst their standard and tlieir forlorn hope. 

The President has always been opposed to this law. In May, 1850, 
Engene Sue was elected by a heavy majority to the National Assembljy 
and the Chamber retaliated, on the 31st of the same month, by passing' 
its famous restricted suffrage law. This was an act of revenge directed 
against the class that elected tibe Socialist romancer. Leon Faacher, not 
at that time minister, reported Ihe law &om the committee, and was its 
. principal and especial sponsor. The President never liked the plan, and 
believed it to be a trap laid for him by the monarchical branch of &e 
Chamber. He hesitated long before signing it, bnt being unwilling to 
enter upon hostilities with the legislature, which was largely in £BVor 
of it, and loth to disregard the supposed feeling of the country at the 
time, he finally put his hand and seal to it. Of late his plan has been 
to apply restricted suffirage to the elections f<»r representatives, and 
universal suffirage to the Presidential election^ But, within a fortnight 
or three weeks, he has made up his mind to stop at no half measures, 
and to risk everything upon a master-stroke, even though he may incur 
the inconvoiience of a ministerial crisis^ and the retreat of all his cabisiet 
advisers. 

There has been something dramatic in this governmental episode. It 
has revealed qualities in the President which, without amounting to 
positive genius,. pass for it in many people's eyes. If I am not mistaken, 
the effect will remain, and will speak for itself all in due time. 

The President signifies to the Cabinet, whenever they speak upon the 
subject of 8uffi*age, that he is opposed to the existing state of things. 
This he does not. by word, or argument, or rhetoric, but by a silence 
which impHes dissent from their opinions. At last, at a council of 
ministers, he declares to them simply, but decidedly, that he cannot 
consent to the fiirther continuance of a system he dislikes. He gives 
his reasons concisely, firmly, without seeking to inspire himself -with 
courage and determination, by bluster or braggadocio. He would, not 
care to whistle in the dark, even though he were crossing Skull Comnsion. 
The ministers, frightened, and feeling their portfolios slipping tram 
their grasp, give him three days to recant in. He, oh his side, allo^ws 
them till Tuesday to consider and retract. The Cabinet return to town 
— ^the council was held at St. Cloud — and the President goes to the 
races at Chantilly. Leon Paucher sits down to a gloomy meditation in 
his massive hotel of the Hue de Grenelle, and calculates his chances. 

It is out of the question to apostatize again. He has been the most 
liberal of all Ubex^ when liberalism was popular, and the most un- 
mitigated reactionist when reaction came ^^^^J^S'^^^J^ weathCT- 
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Doek, Mhiobi has pointed west ibr three sucoesBite weeks^ Menu to give 
the f^nraat of the interior a lesson of constancy, and fixity of aim and 
purpose. It is quite impossible to veer half ixnmd the dial ag^ whffl& 
people look on, though he'd boit the wh6le compass if nobody saw him. 
Nevertheless it is a pleasant thing to be home dofi|K)t; to ^sifyby 
telegraph, and prevaricate in the Moniteur^ to correct presidenfa 
speeches, to pack juries, imprison editors, dismiss prefects, forbid 
balloon asoensions, i^ut up theatres, bottle up Marseilles, and to extex^ 
as far as possible the regime of the state of siege. With one word Hm 
President will blow M. Faucher away. He can snuff him oat, as he did 
Changamier last January. To aVoid being snuffed out or blown away, 
M. Eaocher brings all his means of moral snasion, or, if that won't do, 
of intimidation, to bear upon the reflections and meditations of the 
Executive. He sends relay affcer relay of advisers and conciliators. No 
less than ten emissaries, charged with emollients or caustics, as the case 
might be, with rainbows or thunderclaps, to be used according to the 
emergency, travelled post on that eventful day from Paris to St Cloud. 
M. Carlier, the prdect of police, was made to hand in a frightful state- 




Gentlemen disfruiohised by the Law of the Slst of May, according to M. Carlier. 



ment of the dmigers to be i^prehended from a return to universal 
su&age. M. Berger, prefect of the Seine, followed suit, and declined 
continuing in office, if the present laws upon suffrage were interfered 
wit^ But this gentleman speedily retracted. Digitized by^^oogie 
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At last Toesday came, the day when the truce expired. The CaUnet 
met the President at the Palace of St Cloud. The nnited resignation 
of the Ministry was accepted, the President saying little more than that 
his determination was made. *< My opinion is formed, and my resolutioii.. 
to propose the repeal of the Snffirage law irrevocahle/' IrreKrocable !. 
Before that word a mimstry crumbles away, and a system of politics 
melts like snow in the sun. Irrevocable ! Do you suppose that such a 
word, pronounced in a breath and yet drawing after it such vast ocxn- 
sequences, will not have its effect in a country like this ? When Napo- 
leon the Grand declared that there was no such word in the Prezuoh 
language as ' impossible,' he was no more resolved to scale Mount St. 
Bemaid, than was Napoleon the younger to oust his Cabinet and inaur 
gurate another, when he said that his course was taken and his resola- 
tion irrevocable. 

The great phalanx of republican journals divide at this point. P^ ' 
of them go one way and part of them another. The Prease and the Pays^ 
Oirardin and Gueronnidre, take ground for Napoleon's second tem^ which* 
they have, up to this moment, steadily combated. The Siecle, National^ 
Avenementf BSpubliqtie, Jtevolutionf and last, though not least, the 
Charivari, continue tiieir hostility to any revision of the chartex-. JFrom 
the latter paper I give you an extract, as it seems to present the principal 
grounds of opposition. It is in the form of a letter from a peasant to 
Emile de Girardin. 

Citizen Emile de Gibabdin: You say day after day, Jacquesj 
Bonhomme, my boy, if you want us to give you back universal suJSra^e^* 
give in exchange the revision of the Constitution. 

My ox has been stolen, and the thief, before returning it, wants to. 
take my cow to balance it. 

Interpreted in this manner, the robber's trade would be far too cai^. 
They say that things took place in this way in the middle ages, in tlua 
time of feudal lords, and that in certain monarchical countries the right 
of ransom still exists. In Spain, for instance, the banditti take men 
prisoners, and never restore them without a ransom. So much for the 
nose, so much fbr the ears. 

You are waging without suspecting it. Citizen Emile, a bandit's 
policy. 

Universal suffrage has been taken from us, and it must be given back.. 
1 neither can nor will bargain for its restitution. My right, my whole 
right, and nothing but my right. 

We simple people understand nothing of what yon call tactics, avail* 
ability, policy. 

We do not wish to revise the Constitution, for two reasons : 

The first because it would seem like making a bargain. Give ine 
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what yctt liave got, and I will give 70a wliat IVe got Take my 
revision — ^here's your sufTrage* 

The second, because I do not care about being agreeable to M. 
Bonaparte, and because it is for him, in his interest, in his behalf, that I 
am asked to revise and perhaps destroy the Constitution. 

It is desired that the President be re-eligible* To this I am opposed* 
• *•••«•* 

M. Louis Bonaparte promulgated the law of the 31st of May, because 
he th6uglit it would favor his re-election* Now that he thinks it may 
thtrart it, presto I he lets daylight through it in a jifi^p". 

Bo yoTx think it a proper and a decent thing thus to exhibit egotUm, 
and nothing but egotism, at the very summit of society ? My neighbor 
Jones talks white in the morning, blue at noon, and red at night— just 
vhich he thinks will be best for his sheep at the market; but my neigh* 
btnr Jones is nothing more than a cattle-raiser, who hopes to swell his 
jrtrse. The head of the French Republic ought not to speak and act 
lie a horse-jockey. 

• '*• • • ••• 

It is very well for politics to change, but the same men cannot have 
two ^sterns of politics. Mr. Yes-and-No never seemed to me to be much 
of a litan. They say that this personage existed once, but I think his 
day must be over now. 

Now, Citizen Emile, you will understand why we want to keep our 
Gonrfitution, provisionally, while waiting for our imiversal sufi&age, 
Btey will have to give it back to us. The whole question lies there. 
The rest is nothing but jugglery— whereupon. Citizen Emile, take good 
dtte of yourself, and try not to become Minister of Prorogation. 

/ Jacques Bonhomhe. 

Hiere is one curious feature in the present state of affairs, and that is 
&6 impassibility of the public. When Leon Faucher fell, the stocks 
lose sensibly, but, with this exception, there has been no indication 
of either joy or regret. The people wait the dinouement of the drama 
in perfect calmness, and seeming indifference. It would appear that 
it bad been agreed on all hands to leave the President at his ease, and 
free to act as he thinks best. The Commissiott of Permanence has held 
extraordinary sessions, it is true, but only to decide that there is no 
necessity to hasten the return of the Assembly^ The President has not 
been forced by the country, or the Assembly, or the Commission of 
Permanence, into his present position. It is of his own free will that 
he has undertaken the restoration of suffrage, and by a mutual under- 
standing, as it would seem, he is left untrammelled and in undisturbed 
possession of his independence. The country at large looks on and 
iwits with patience and confidence. This curioufibS^r^^yfe this period of 
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transitifla caa anbfrVacocniiited fJEur bj tiie suppositioa that tibya PretU 
dent is believed by the people generally tq be equal to the osigeney of 
kis Bitoati<m. They trust him unhesitatingly and without a disposition 
to interfere in the management of difficulties which he has brought 
upon himself. Th^ oajuiot eredit for an instant, that he would have 
rushed blindly into a labyrinth, with no olue by which to get oat of it. ' 

Those who have always believed that the President has inherited 
something more than the name of Im uncle, and those upon whom tiie 
cgnvicticm jb forcing itself that the elder IS^apoleon left the younger 
stamina enough to sustain the eredit of the house, cite his resolute 
detemination to propose the abmgatiini of the electoral law, and his 
contxnuance in this determination* spite of the difficulty of forming a 
minlstiy that will undertake to support such a line of poUcy^ as evidence 
of his moral courage and his strength of will. It is said of liCOQ Fau- 
oher that he still hopes the President will yield his point and recall him, 
as Minister of the Interiar, to offiqe. A remark of a good deal of epi-p. 
grammatlc point is attributed to him. It is, however, rendered flat by 
translation. 2> PresitkrU rSJUehira et flSchircu The President will 
reflect and bend. This he said after the famous Counoil at St. Cloud, 
when he and his oo-mUusters were discomfited, and their re6ignatiaD& 
were accepted. }k. ISbxl^^v ppenly e^pr^wes his anger at his di«misa<di 

A curious case was brought a day or two ago before the Civil Txibix* 
nal. A servant girU tra^^ng in the diligence from St Malo to Pavis, 
was waked up &mi a comfortable sleep by a strange pricking whiok 
she felt on various parts of her pe^*son* Seven or eight craw-&Qi hacb 
clksbed up her limbs, aiaid were facilitating their ascent hy plungin§p 
their nippers into her fle^. The poor girl's screams soon Iffought the: 
diUgenee.to a stop, when the damp and clammy reptiles were removed 
ftom the quaartavs that thoy had so luuceremoniously invaded* Tke 
girl, howe^ir> snflfeiFed so much £rom fright and the wounds inflicted 
by the flsh, that die was for SQ«^ time unable to work, and brought 
a suit flir damages against their owner* The person who had them 
in charge in the dihgenoe, and who had neglected to cork them 
up with the neeesaary precaution, had refused to make any amends^ 
as he was oaily conveying them ta a third person, to whom they belonged. 
He could not be answerahke fbr crabs that he did not own. On the 
trial the owner oame forward and offered flfty francs, which the girl 
accepted. The case was therefore dismissed. Thus it seems that lobsters 
may take the most unwacsantable liberties with unprotected females in 
a diligence, at night, and way count upon a lenient flne of fovx and a 
quarter francs lor eaoh oMaam-^mghi attacks at that price amonntiB|g to 
fifty in the whole, I shall, mavfv eaA lobster salad agami without thinks 
ing that I am laiietiiig a deaerred Tei%geaBfia «a thw w»t unraannggly 



XUCOLOSSD SKBICKEB Of PABIB. fi 

(>Mit^ttde> I am afraid the race "will l»e encoaraged to ftcrUier acts of 
^pr^priety and libertiaism, by such immimity from punishment. That 
portion of the Academy that devote their attention to Crustacea, are jnst 
mmr in ecstasies oxer a lobster that they have found, which has never 
been boiled, and yet is as red as a cardinal's hat. The foolish acade- 
micianaace in a twitter of excitement over this lustts natura, as they 
siqppQse it to be ; they do not know, as I do, that it is one of the identi- 
csi lobsten that crawled up the young lady's limbs in the diligence ; and 
thaty escaping in the ocmfasion that ensued, repentant, ashamed, and 
humiliated* he went into a lonely place, and blushed himself scarlet. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



IKE PRESIDENT SPEAKS OUT—A FRENCH LADY EATS AN EAE OF CORN; 
THE CONSEQUENCES THEREOF. 

November 6ih, 1851. 
On Tuesday, the 4th of November, the Chamber reassembled, after its 
autumn vacation. At three o'clock M. de Thorigny, the new Minister 
of die iHterior, ascended the tribune for the purpose of reading the Pre- 
adnlfs Message. From the manner in which it was received, and 
tan the comments of the monarchical press the next day, it would seem 
listaral to augur a stormy session, and a hot struggle for supremacy 
between the executive and legislative powers. The introductory por- 
tions of the Message were listened to in silence, except when the Left 
tM^ offienoe at the rather frequent allusions to demagogues and anarch- 
ists; those detailing the conation of the several miaistries, with indif- 
Jkrenee, while the conclusion was welcomed with laughter and ironical 
cbeers. But the majority, who are imw so bold, in the absence of 
danger^ will be likely to shrink from the contest at the hour of trial. 
They talk loud and whistle bravely to keep their courage up, but are 
pntty srore to show the white feather when the issue is taken. They 
will prDBtiise resistance and threaten vengeance, in the hope of forcing 
thePremdent to retract, and at the eleventii hour will retract themselves. 
This is the secret of the present hostile attitude of the minority in the 
ChaBiber. 

After the reading of the Message, the Ministerial Bill, embodying 
the system of suffrage that the President desires to become a law, was 
ofoed to the Chamber, and urgency was demanded ; that is, that the 
ndes might be suspended, in order to expedite its discussion and pas- 
sago. This was refused, by a small majority. The DihaUt and one or 
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two other journals, affect to ootudder thk a Cabinet defeat. Itwtm^^ 
however, a matter of form, and not a question of principle. The biU^ 
will now have to follow the ordinary course, which imridves scNBie.' 
unavoidable delays. Eighteen months ago the law of the dlst of Marf - 
was discussed and passed with extreme rapidity, the rules hern^ cow» 
teously withdrawn to allow its speedy and retributory trium]^ It is*' 
curious, therefore, to see the majority insist now on the rigorous observane^ 
of all those formalities that they were so eager to waive be£Dre4 After 
eighteen months' trial the action of the law is understood by all ^ no 
debate can make it clearer ; and yet it is to go through the routke pre- 
scribed in order to prevent party legislation, and to preclude the posei* 
bility of surprise ! 

In their comments upon the message, the ultra-republican journals are 
a little unjust. For months they have urged the restoration of universal •£ 
suffitige, and have moved heaven and earth to effect the repeal of the' I 
law of the 31st of May. Still, no haad was lifted, no voice raised, aaaaag r 
tiie party in power, to bring about such a result. Humors began to.t 
circulate that the President himself proposed demanding the return of 
universal sufirage. ^'Let us wait for something more certain than mnHir^^ *' 
chimed in chorus all the advanced Bepublicans. The rumor aeqxiirBd ., 
consistency, and it was evident that a Ministerial crisis would be. the o 
result of the President's determination. "But he never wiU have the'; 
courage to endure to the end," said the Nationalt the R6pvibikiqmi9saA'2 
the Jtevolutton. The Ministry retired, and when the editors of the 
opposition press saw the difficulties of the President's positiim, their:! 
cried in unison, "He will have to retract; his courage will ooze oi^jataL 
his finger-ends !" '."^ 

The new Cabinet was appointed, and it was known that they hadi< 
consented to propose the repeal of the existing suffrage law. "Yes, it is A 
all very well, so far/* said these journalists, so hard to please, "but ktii> 
us see whether he will dare to speak out, and to the purpose, in the. ^. 
message." The subject is boldly attacked in that document, and ja . 
briefly, but poiatedly, discussed. The President demands the abrogation i 
of the law. And yet the National of tMs morning says : "The message^ ' 
and the plan of an electoral law, are nothing yet but valueless sheets ef 
paper : if M. Bonaparte fails either in siacerity or in resoluticmi they 
will both be buried amidst the rubbish of the Assembly. It remains 
to he seen whether M. Bonaparte will persevere in the project so clearly ^ 
declared in his message." The Avinement says: "Before the message, 
we asked ourselves whether M, Bonaparte was in earnest in regard te.^ 
the restoration of suffrage } after the message, we could almost ask it ■ 
again. The President demands, it is true, the repeal of the law of the . 
31st of May. But he adds, that he desires to < retain a portian of it.' . : 
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Qq (feelare9*eagerly that he does nbt disavow the principle of this law. 
He calls universal suffirage the 'appearance of a right.' In reality, the 
message demands the repeal of the electoral law, but it does it without 
emgy and without dignity. It does not chum it in the name of the 
ofttkxiud soTereignty. In restoring a democratic right, it attacks the 
democraey/' I think that the language of the message, on this head, 
cannot be misunderstood. The subject is broached without circmnlocu* 
^aOf and treated with vigor and determination. The Rulings and 
VaneM e&dB of the existing law, which the President signed, are 
admitted with candor and attacked with energy and resolution. The 
u^fomentB are brief, but decisiye, and the peroration is conceived in a 
ipirit of conciliation : 

^llms, then, gentlemen, the proposition which 1 make is neither a 
piBoe of party tactics, nor an egotistic calculation, nor a sudden resolution. 
Ii« the result of serious meditation, and of a profound conviction. I do 
n^ fffGftend that the measure will dissipate aU the difficulties of oui^ 
siteation, bat for each day its own task. 

^^xfr*establish universal suf&age to-day, is to deprive civil war of its 
^ysad> the opposition of its last argument : it is to give France the 
pdnftiQity of obtaining iostitutions which may ensure her repose : it will 
h&HianMTtm^ upon the officers of Government who may come after us 
ihai^itteivi £>rce which exists only when it rests upon a consecrated 
pmidpie, and upon an incontestable authority." 

YoiUare probably aware that com (Indian com) is unknown in Paris. 
Itiifrlleither known as green com, nor as sweet com, nor as pop corn ; 
asieom ini^e kernel, or com on the ear. It is rarely seen even when 
Tound into Indian meal. I speak of Paris, and the neighbourhood, 
)oly ; ihr I believe that it is cultivated in the south of France, to a 
tiaatBd extent, under the name of ma'is, 1 was, some weeks ago, at a 
dinner party, given by an American gentleman at his chateau, in a 
saborb of Paris. Upon the table were green com and sweet potatoes, 
rettilts of perhaps the only efforts ever made to acclimate them here. As 
the com was passed around, you might have distinguished the Americans 
&QBL the French, by noticing who accepted and who declined. The 
famet were eager to renew an acquaintance long since interrupted, 
yrhSie the latter fought shy and kept the waiters at bay. 

It fell to my lot', however, to initiate into the mysteries of this 
novel vegetable a young French lady at my right hand. To her, the 
ear yxptm her plate was a revelation. Its shape was anomalous, its 
odor singular, and, moreover, the manner of eating it was barbarous* 
Befoi^. attempting its demolition, many an tmonswered inquiry passed 
thiinigh her bewildered little brain. Was the outside a mere rind, 
inclMilig the pulp in the interior ? Or was it ipl?^ii|>^9l)^liLe core^ 
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9ad suecfiteaoe to the oentro P Did it hare a stoxte ? Did it iatoydcBt^ 
like the maguey ? Wotdd the juice start Ibrtb, as from a r^ tomato^ 
at the first immersion of the teeth ? Might it not be poisonous, like 
the nightshade or the toadstool? By this time the ear was ready^ 
buttered, salted, and each row slit through the centre. I flatter myself 
that the utter jEailure of the experiment can in no way be attributed to 
want of skill here. My pupil eat about half a double row, and then 
^tLred from the field, content with the laurels she had won, but per- 
plexed by the cob, and sorely teased by the tissue-like skins in which 
the kernels were iuTolyed. The next day she was taken sick, and was 
compdled to keep her room« Anxioua to prore to her, that however 
lightly she might treat the offending vegetable, it was made in former 
times the subject of thanksgiTzng among whole races of nations, I seo:^ 
her an engraying from Mr. Gathn's frightful picture of a " Chippew<9( 
Panc6 to thank the Great Spirit for Green Com.'* She thought that to 
a spirit that fivoured the growth aud presided over the harvestii^ of 
such a product, just such a demonstration would be acceptable. Tlie 
demomacal orgies in which those Chippewas were indulgingi could 
not be more fittingly introduced than at a Green Com FestivaL 



CHAPTER XXII. 



THE MOUNTAIN SELECTS ITS ORATOB— TEE SIXTH EDITOR OOBS TO- 

PRISON. 

November 13th, 1851. 
To-DAT, as I write, the grand discussion upon the President's Electoral 
Bill, involving the repeal of the law of the 31st of May, and tha regtora^i 
tion of universal snf&age, is taking place. You will undoubtedly hear 
of the vote, if the debate should be concluded, by telegraph or othear*. 



As a contrast to the revolutionary course of the minority, whose per- 
sistei^ee threatens the country with civil war, I give you a running 
account of a meeting held by the republican representativea of every 
shade, to decide upon their plan of action. Michel de Bourges anii. 
Victor Hugo presided. M. Dupont was the first to speak, fie tooik. 
the ground that a discussion was not so much necessary as an act} that 
debate was exhausted, and further argument useless. He opposed ttt- 
menace, and thought that in such a conjuncture the only loyal eourae 
was silence^ ** Let the opposition refrain from taldng any part in the 
debate; or rather let <me orator speak the s^l|m^i\t§(9(jbhe entire Left 
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"BnmAl Let idm make figunst the law of the 3l9t of May, not the 
dittcism of a smgle individual, but the protestation of all. Let him. 
aiy but Uttia, but 1st that little he dignified, reserved, and flevere. The 
drcumstBnce is sol^un ; the attitude of the Left should be eolemn too^ 
JsL prearaice of thiis calnmess the people will a|rplaud and the majoritj 
refect." 

Victor Hugo sustained this opinion. ^* A mighty responsibility resta 
upon the speakers," said he ; " all may be eompromised by a word, by 
an incident. Though it be necessary to say everything, it is necessary 
to hazard nothing. On the one side there is the people, who ought to 
be defended, and on the other the Assembly, which should not be 
treated with disrespect. What m«st we do ? Simply this. In one 
speech, one single discourse, state what is foreboded by the silence of 
the Ijeft, and the abstention of the people. 
. ^ To point out the spectre of 1852, but without menace. 
"The majority must not be able to say, * "We are threatened.' 
« The people must not be able to say, * We are deserted.' 
** I think it advisable, therefore, politic and important, that one orator 
spo&kio]! tka all* As M. Dupont has said, not a speech, an act ! 
" KoWt who is the orator that shall speak P Take whom you fdease. 
1 Choose. I only exclude one, myself— and I will tell you why. 
j ** The majority, by its violence and injustice, has more than once com- 
[ peUed ip0 to take reprisals in the tribune, Smah a aeene, on this occasion, 
would r^ideor me foor the majority an irritating speaker. We need to-day 
; not ajL orator who excites, but an orator who coooiliates. And if I were 
speaking upon the law of restricted suffirage, I could not answer for 
i- what I might say. I cannot swear to control my feelings ; so I exclude 
h myself from the list of candidates." 

I M. Michel (de Bourges) was then chosen to speak in behalf of the 

\ EepubHcan minority. There are other orators to defend the President's 

' mit but not in behalf of the Eepublicans proper. M. de I^aroche- 

jaquelin, M. de la Moscowa, and others^ are inscribed upon the register to 

speak upon that side of the question. 

M. Angnste Yaoquezie, editor of the AvSnement, has just entered the 
Qminargeirie, to vndergo his term of imprisonment. On the last day of 
hii HlMirty he addressed a letter to M. Pierre Bernard, who supplies his 
pkoe M ^^to' in ehiei wMeh is published in the Jxt4nem$n^. I extract 
a^ftrvp passagee from this eifequent valedktoKy : 

■ ^Mt Dsaa Fkiikxi — ^I go to«day to prison. You remain, however, 
and the idea tkmt eaused the creation of the Avkk^mmt du Ptfi^ remains 
wstii jQu. 

^Omra will be^ no doubt, the only instance in the history of jommalism, 
of Ajfeews^jper eU q£ whose editowii without exjQeptiaa» haye been con- 
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demned. Six out of six! The four young men wlio founded fhid^ 
JEvenement will be in prison at one and the same moment ? 

<< Having remained the last, and having no longer a journal, I created'^, 
one. Our readers vnll bear me witness that the condemnation of my/ 
fiiends did not ^intimidate me. On the contrary, my ardor waa 
strengthened by it. I felt it, as it were, my duty to bo my three > 
comrades and myself too, to add their energy to mine, and to be four at 
once. I had four hearts in my bosom $ you will have five« . ^ 

"But you will not be long alone. A few weeks more, and Charles 
Hugo will rejoin you. Then it will be my tvana., and afterward that 
of Paul Meurice and Francois Hugo. In the mean time, you will have 
with you Erdan, Paradis, and Berru. You four will be more than,; 
enough to defend the breach. /'. 

"I do not thank you. You have generously ofifered to take my pla^. 
at a perilous post. You come to a spot where bullets fall like raiji^ 
But you are one of those to whom danger is an attraction. Yon wiljj. 
prove once more to the Government that it wastes its time ; for w)iei;e,, 
one falls, another rises up. . ^ 

"There will be nothing changed in the AvSnement du FeupU; neith«^,^ 

an idea nor a word, unless it be your signature instead of mine. Anothcsr - 

soldier, but the same flag ! Another apostle, but the same gospel T' . ' (^ 

« * • # • • • *•-"/ 

M. Vacquerie's term of confinement expires on the 9th of May^ 185«i^ 
the same day, says the AvSnement^ with the term of office of ^err 
President of tiie Itepublic. . . , 

■ ■ ■■ : Oil 

" Mr 

CHAPTER XXIII/ f^ 

•• nj 

THREE VOTES TOO FEW— THE ASSEMBLY WANTS AN ARMT — A KBOOhn 

TIATOR OF MARRIAGES—SECOND-HAND TEETH. jr> 

November 18th, 1851. .J 
The last steamer conveyed to you the vote upon the restoration, of ^ 
universal suilrage, transmitted by the submarine telegraph to London an4f ^ 
Liverpool. A majority of three votes against the President and thei^ 
three million voters whose constitutional rights he had proposed to th^^ 
Assembly to restore ! In eighteen months the combined monarchical fao- . 
tions have lost one hundred and ninety votes. Since the 3l8t May, 185P, 
the partizans of restricted suffirage have dwindled away at the rate cf 9, , 
man every three days ; and now here are three votes to hold in check, and 
to maintain in political degradation three million Frenchmen, despoiled 
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Edf their, birth-riglit ! Three votes to oppose to three million voters, 
^•presenting themselves at the polls on the 12th of May, with the Presi- 
deaf s message in one hand and their ballot in the other ! But it is 
hardly credible that the period for the election will be allowed to arrive, 
inthout this vexed question being set at rest. It was always Lamar* 
tfie^s opinion that the bill would be lost on the first trial, but that the 
Ctamber would yield to the pressure from without, and accept it on the 
aecohd. Though defeated, the President and the ministry have gained 
a practical victory, and the monarchists, though numerically triumphant, 
have sustained a severe reverse. 

On Saturday a debate quite as important as that upon snfGrage, took 
p^ in the Assembly. It was upon a proposition emanating from the 
qii^tors, to give to the president of tbat body the right of summoning 
under his orders any armed force he judged proper or necessary. This 
ngiit,' it was pretended, is guaranteed by the constitution, and the bill 
w^jj'meiuit, as its authors claimed, to complete and carry out the inten- 
^bi& of that instrument. The ministry opposed the bill. The session 
waf 1)6isterous and tumultuous even to indecency. At eight o'clock in 
the evening, the vote was takeA, and gave the ministers a majority of 
l08. The vote defies analysis. The Mountain, in whose ranks division 
is^iflinibist unknown, split, and half of it went over to the Monarchists. 
The projeet was sustained, on the other hand, by MM. Charras and 
de Lasteyrie, both Republicans, who now found themselves in company 
^tji' .M; Thiers. It was opposed by M.M. Cremieux, Michel de 
^iirg^, ietnd Jules Favre. In alluding to these unusual combinations 
the Debats says, '* What a droU assemblage of names, and what a 
borrible pell-mell of parties and opinions ! If we have not yet tumbled 
into chaos, we are taking long strides towards it, and are getting nearer 
and nearer every day." The President declared formally, through the 
Mmisterof "War, that he did not recognise the Assembly's pretension 
to the right of direct summons of the army or of any portion of it. If it 
' neeM: armed force for its defence, let it apply to the executive, who 
alone disposes of that armed force. The majority obtained by the 
govenmxent is of good omen to the Republic. The 108 votes wrung 
^xm the Monarchists, will one day be carried to the account of universal 
wjfaige. The proposition of the questors was meant in retaliation for 
ife daring of the President in separating himself from the majority: 
tKey thought to get along without him, and have an army of their own. 
But as they have been left in the lurch, ^hey will probably, ere long, 
nm for shelter under the shadow of his wings. 

t yesterday paid a visit to one of the most extensive manufactories of 
the Faubourg St. Antoine, with the express object of learning the 
political bias of some of that class excluded from the polls bv the law of 
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i2ie di«t of Hiy. Tke establkhmeat is n^t conducted upon the prineiplft 
ol aasodation, the irorkmen being hired by th« ireek. The employer, or 
patron, u a mooarc^iisty and takes the CtmHitutiormel, which, t^iough aii. 
earnest advocate of nmrersal sofGrage, livos in the hope of a Perpetual 
Presidency for Lonis Napoleon, or the Empire at once. The eight clerks 
take the Pay» and the Prisaef both repaUiean papers, and lately con.-- 
▼erted to the interests of the President. The eighty journeymen take the 
PruUf tlM RipMiquey and the Eevohtticn. They are resolved, firmly 
and irrevooMy remloed^ to vote at the Presidential election in May nesctf 
cost what it may* This they say without boast or braggadocio, bat with 
that calmness aad ccdlected beaming which, while it shows determination, 
indicates oonscsoamess of right. This right is written in tbe Coastitation, 
and was wrested away by a body not charged to mutilate that instrvi- 
ment, but to pass laws in harmony with it This right has been 
recognised by the President in his message, and the Chamber bas onljr 
&iled by throe Totes of repealing their law of last year* 

Whether, on the 12th of May next, this political disability shall haye 
been romored or n6t| they intend to exercise thdx privilege under 
the Constitatioa, and, as Michel de Bourges declared from the tdbun^ 
''pres^it thems^Tea at tiba poUs, with the President's message in one 
hand and their ballot in the other." These men insist upon threo 
cardinal principles ; nniTersal sofi&age, unrestrained liberty of the press^ 
and the right of pnbUc assembly and discussion* They expect to Gonquer 
back these rights, all of which are in the Constrtntion, peaceably at the 
ballot-box. 

I was not surprised to find that to effect this oljeet they did not cara 
to oust the President and put another in his place, bat would be oontent 
with a thorough regenetntion of the Assembly. They do not consider 
the President responsible ibr the laws which have euceeesivdy invaded 
their rights and thdr prerogatiT«s. They believe that hQ would have 
vetoed the law of the 31st of May, had he not been afraid of preeipitatLag 
a quarrel between the legislative and the execative, and embroiling^ the 
whole country in agitation and discord. They believe that he would be 
' r^ubhcan ^irith a republican Chamber to support him. They look upm 
the monarchical faetionfi in the Chamber as peijured — feilse to th^ 
most sacred promises. When candidates for election, these men gave 
utterance to sound republican doctrines ; their |»'<2^m*mi5 defoi covered 
the waQs. At the hustings, on the stomp, in. the newspapers, in gobl- 
Tersation, they promised fhe abolition of the old system, and this 
consolidation of the Republic. And, for the last thfce years, they have 
been treading the B^ubhe under foot, and trying to resuscitate two dead 
and buried monardtdes. 

On the Irarth paare of the C&nstitutionnel I find the following adYor- 
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lents. The first stretcliefl aeroM tbe pBge» and makee use of a type 
dimensions of whidi may be hinted at by stating that the capital O's 
JQst the size of my watdi. " To mothera of families* EstabUshment 
M. de Foy, negotiator of marriages. After a brilliant triumph over 
L^nished prejudices, and great encouragement daring the past year, 
immense extension has been giren by M. de Foy to his French honse, 
id branches will be shortly established in ^igland, Belgium, Germany , 
id America. Translators for these four languages are attached to the 
JBdnunistration. (Choctaw being supposed to be uniya*sal in the United 
IStates, it is natural to obtain ^e sendees <^ a translator, but how he 
means to translate Belgic into French, remains stiU a mystery.) Widows 
and mothers of fiunilies may coDtuine to oonsolt M« de Foy in all security, 
be will ofiEbr them in twettty-four hours hononble situations in all 
ranks, and yery rich allia&eesy with persons of every wUion. The books 
'ure kept in a character of wUeb M. de Foy akne has t^ key. A stem 
I mystery enyelops all his traaaactioiiB, and is observed in all his cor- 
rei^ondence. A vast suite of apartments prewits the diance of one 
person meeting another ; and, to oosdude, the establishment of M. de 
Foy is a tomb and a confesBiaaal for discretion and secre^." 

Here is the other. — << Confidence is, in enr day, so much diminished 
by abuse of charlatanism, that M. Koyvr, Dentist, and Professor of 
\ t)ental Prothesis, olfers his sets of teeth to patients on the following 
terms : — ^They may be tried during tlM space of one month, after which 
they may be reamed, if VBsatis&otory, and no payment will be re- 
quired." These conditions may be highly gratifying to applicants 
during the first thirty days, but once past that epoch, I should think 
that customers would visibly fall cff, under the wholesome dread of 
being fitted with some one's lefiroff set. What aa «wfiil thing to be 
informed by a friend that you are sporting his under-jaw ! I can 
imagine nothing more mcKrtifying than to be detected smiling with 
' second-hand incisors. Beally, under such circumstances, a man would 
hardly feel as if he were eating his own dinner, and would be in- 
dined to suspect that it must be on somebody else's account. Mr. 
Pecksniff himself, who thought the mechanism of digestion so beautiful, 
and considered that whenever he set it in motion, he did mankind a 
iSivor, might well hesitate, before undertaking it under the auspices of 
M. Boyer. 

Among the multitudinous curiosities of Paris, I know of nothing 
more amusing and instructive than the Temple Market. It consists of 
about 1,900 shops or stalk, under four or ^ye vast roofs, forming one 
general pavilion, all the ndes being open, like a common market. 

The stalls, which are about six feet by five, are fitted up with alleys 
kng^wise saA crosswise, dividing them like J|ged^^!?c^l? ^^^' 
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Each stall is a store, or shop, crowded with merchandise, yet allomdjig 
space for the proprietor to reyolve in the centre of his orhit. In some 
cases, as with shoemakers, locksmiths, etc., who make their stalls their 
workHshops, the space left is only, large enough for the operator to torn 
round, he being completely encased in a wilderness of old implem^^ats 




stalls in the Temple Market. 



which constitute his stock-in-trade. Many of these persons look like 
spiders, hidden in their webs, and the celerity with which they dart out 
upon a customer serves to increase the similitude. 

The general design of the Temple Market is that of a receptacle for 
every species of second-hand dress and household furniture. To collect 
them, a large number of men as well as women are constantly peis 
ambulatiDg the streets of Paris, with cries ofhahee ! bee ! bee ! bee — e — el 
— ^that is — old clothes ! — ch' — clo* — ch* — o — o ! Besides these, some devote 
themselves to boots, others to bonnets, and others still to hats. 

The division of labor, so conspicuous in Paris, and giving rise to an 
infinitude of specialities, is as systematically pursued here as in the more 
imposing and important institutions of the country. In one quarter you 
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will find milliners, in ano&er mantoa-makers ; here are yendon of 
jtowellery, there dealers in ribbons and laces. Some sell beds, blankets, 
wnd Hnen ; others boots and shoes, others coats and pantaloons, others 
trunks and travelling apparatus ; others kitchen-ware ; others tools and 
implement of various kinds ; and others cast-off theatrical attiro for 
'^oor debutants at the street theatres and cafS§-concerts, or perchance fbr 
merry-niakers at the bab masques. 




Boot-Ga^erer. 



Hat-Oaiherer. 



No one can conceive of the infinitude of. human inventions, belonging 
to the simple business of dress and house-keeping, till he has perambu- 
lated these stalls. The whole, indeed, constitute a miniature hive of men 
and women, in which the diversified commerce of a great city is repre- 
sented in a single view. But it must be remembered, that, for the most 
part, these articles are second-hand. It is true that many of the shop- 
Ic^epers, to complete their assortment and perhaps also to garnish their 
did articles with a reflected, if not a real, gloss, sprinkle in a few new 
ones. And beside, the old articles are so refreshed and refurbished, as 
ftOlaally to appear new. 

' The art of mending, cleaning, and regenerating, is carried by the 
Erendi to a perfection unknown elsewhere. Their frugality, aided by 
their love of neatness, leads to this. In London, the poor occasionally 
b^ cast-off products, with their grime and grease upon them. Poverty 
in Paris is neither so squalid in its condition, so debased in its 
necessities, nor so degraded in its taste, as to accept such con- 
ditions. In order to satisfy their customers, the dealers here are obliged 
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^polidi tip the oM hatS) TuniiBh the 6M ^mos and l)oots, restore iJie 
nap of old coatg «nd pantaloons, 'whiten the «traw bonnets, Btarch the 
lace, iron the linen, pc^Mi the kettles, «tnii]^ten the nails, &c., thus 
jestodng their old goods to something of tiie cleanliness and neatness of 
new ones, hefyre >they ecui sell tiiem. Ttas is tiie law of Poverty^ 
Jilarket in Paris, and it redeets n^t a littie light upon ^e character aiid 
condition of the people. It is gratifying to know that even iire* poor of 
this great city are so far independent as in some degree to dictate terms 
to fortune. These Sbtts are interesting and Hi^ggestiye, and it is an 
inquiry worthy of TpnzBoit among philanthropals >and economists, how 
this state of thingsiisproduced. Does it flow &om the character of the 
people, from a peculiar phase of civilization, or imorab^ or religion, or 
from the police ? ' 

At all events, Iw^gaaA Jtiffi Temple Market ob me of ^e most useful 
institutions of Pane. !It^iBmtxeserv(Hr into liiiich 'iStie vwaate of the city 
is collected, p imuutud , andizaltored. OSerefOCBona^iiis^Bellaarticles whidi 
disgust or nfiteuity inelion them to dispose of. fiexe pirople of moderate 
fortune or d^resscd circumstances may supply 'i&aiiuidl>ces with furni- 
ture and attiie of genteel (^earance for half pxiae. lEEeae poverty may 
find a magaeine^ of' comforts jmited to poverty's ] 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



THE PRESIDENT FORESEES THE COUP-D*ETAT, AND MAKES A SPEECH 
AT THE CUELQUS. 

NoYwmber 27ih, 0961. 
The President's speech at the Circus has heen the event of the we^ 
It was delivered on the occasion of the presentation of crosses of the 
Legion of Honor to iiiose of the French eodiihitors who obtained medak 
at the Crystal Palace. I commend this speech to the careful pemselof 
all such as are interested in this trans-Atlantic Bepublic. I do not 
overrate its importance, when I ^ay that it is more likely to be productive 
of great results than either message or ministerial crisis. The following 
discourse was pronounced by Louis Napoleon with great animation, and 
at the same time like a man convinced, as he is well known to be, of his 
own " manifest destiny :*' — 

"Gentlemen: — ^There are certain ceremonies which, by the senti- 
ments which they inspire, and the reflections to which they give birth, 
are far from being vain spectacles. I cannot help feeling a certain 
emotion and a certain pride, as a Frenchman, in seeing around me the 

Digitized by VjOO^ ItT 



'TKtCOJJ&aXD «ESXG£[Bfi IZN .PAAIS. 83 

hcxnorable men wlio, At tib6 eost 6f «bo maxkj etfortetaiid'SaerifioeSyliaye 
bnlliantly upheld in a foreign country ^ xepuiatioii .^ftour manu- 
&ctiire8, oar arts, and our seienees. 

** I bare ateeady retsdered^a nkexited tribute to tbagveat idea idiich 
presided oyer tiie ^sjiilsition of all Nations at London : bat at tJbe 
moment of cremrasag your sueeesses by a natiaDal reoompeafie, can I 
foxget that so many maryels of indostay -woce eonua^ced amid the 
tmnnlt of insarreetion» and finished in the midst of a soeifity incessantly 
agitated by the foar of the pres^it as well as the la^iaces of the 
Ibtare ? And, in reflectii^ on the obstacles which it has berai necessary 
to overcome, I said to myself: <How great woold not this nation be, 
eonid H be permitted to breatJie at its ease, and Hve its regular life ! ' 
• ** In &ct, it was when ^:edit had scarcely began to revive, when an 
infernal idea was incessantly urging ike workings dasses to dry up the 
v^ry soureeB of all employment, i^dien madttess, dothiag itself in the 
garb of philanthropy, soi^ht to turn aside men's .minds &om. their rc^golar 
oecnpations, in <NPder to fimg ^em. into Utopian speouiatioBs-^t was then 
that yon dis^yed to the world those prodnets whidbi cQntinu£d. tran- 
quillity alone a^^eared calculated to enable you to execute. 

^ In presence, t^n, of these unhoped-for results, I mast again repeat, 
how grand wouM be the French Bepnblic, if it were cmly permitted to 
pay attention to its real interests, and to reform its mstitations, in place 
of being incessantly ditusrbed on the one hand by demagogical ideas, 
and on the other 'by monarchical hallucinations! [Immense applause 
fallowed tliese words.] 

" Do demag<^cal ideas proclaim a truth ? No. They disseminato 
everywhere error and falsehood. Disquietude goes before them, and 
deoeptdon follows after them, while the resources employed in rq»ressing 
them are lost to urgent ameliorations, and to the relief of misery. 

" And, as to monarchical hallucinations, without causing the same 
dangers to be incurred, they impede all progress, all serious labor — for, 
in place of an advance, we are forced to have recourse to a struggle. 
Men, formerly the ardent uf^lders of the prerogatives of the royal 
authority, are now seen to make themselves Conventionalists in order 
to disarm the power which has issued from universal suffrage. They 
who have the most suffered, the most groaned under the effects of revo- 
lutions, are seen to provoke a new one , and that for the sole object of 
oppoamg the national will, and of preventing the movement •which 
transforms societies from following a peaceful course 

**:Those efforts will be vain. Everything that is within the necessity 
of the times must be acoomplishied, wiiile that which is useless cannot 
survive. This ceremony is another proof that if certain institutions dis- 
appear without the chance of return, those, on ^tlj^e^c^o^^gigf^j^hich are 
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in harmony with the customs, ideas, and wonts of the epoch, brave the 
attacks of envy or pnritanlsm. 

** You all, sons of that regenerated society which destroyed ancient 
privileges and proclaims as a fondamental principle civil and political 
equality, wiU nevertheless feel a just pride in being named Chevaliers 
of the Order of the Legion of Honor: for this institution, like aU those 
created at the same period, was in harmony with the spirit of the age 
and the ideas of the country* Far from serving, like some others, to 
render the demarkoticms more distinct, it efGuses them by placing on 
the same line every kind of merit, to whatever profession, to whatever 
rank of society it may belong. 

"Keceive, then, these Crosses of the Legion of Honor, which, acoording 
to the grand idea of the founder, are made to do honor to labor, as weU 
as to courage, and to courage as well as to science. 

** Before we separate, gentlemen, permit me to encourage you to new 
labors. Undertake them without fear, for they will prevent the want 
of occupation during the winter. Do not dread the future ; tranquillity 
will be maintained, come what may. [Gr^t and prolonged applause.] 
A government which relies for support on the entire mass of the nation, 
which has no other motive of action than the public good, and which, is 
animated by that ardent faith which is a sure guide even through a 
space in which there is no path traced — that government, I say, will 
succeed in fulfilling its mission, for it has in it that right which cornea 
from the people, and that force which comes from God.'' 

The salient points of this speech are numerous. First of all, the Pre- 
sident made use of the expression " La MSpublique FrangaiseJ* Yon 
may remember that he has hitherto always avoided the word Eepublici 
and that he has never either written or spoken it. As he uttered the 
cabalistic sentence, a muimur of astonishment — a rustic of silk and sur* 
prise— drowned for a moment his voice. Two or three bravos burst from 
as many republican lips. The thrust direct, leveled at the monarchical 
factions in the Chamber, characterising their aspirations towards a return 
to government by divine right as hallucinations all, was received with 
evident gusto, and followed by a real whirlwind of approbation. Part was 
for the sentiment and part for the sting, for vrithin a rod of the President 
sat several of the chief conspirators. The happily turned sentence in 
which the Legion of Honor is spoken of as an equalising institution, 
elevating merit of every description, ennobling labor as well as courage* 
and courage as well as sdence, gratified in a marked degree the numerous 
artisans and mechanics present. The peroration, in which employers 
and masters are encouraged to continue their avocations during the 
winter, without fear of the period, which it is so fashionable to style a 
CRISIS, a lee-shore, or a rock ahead, and thus furnish uninterrupted 
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anployment to the working classes during tlie rigorous season, ^11 not 
be forgotten by the latter, for the kindly spirit which dictated it. In 
short, this speech is, aU things considered, the best occasional address 
that I hare OTer heard delivered in France ; gracefol in style, republican 
in sentiment, beneroient in tendency, dignified in delivery, encouraging 
in effect. There was no attempt made to conciliate those on whom con- 
dfiadon would have been thrown away. An open quarrel rather than 
disguised hostility. Better two camps than a house divided against 
itself The majority in the Chamber are stigmatised as they deserve-- 
aaoonsprators, traitors, and false swearers, and the breach between them 
and the President is complete ! 



CHAPTER XXV 



THE COUP-D'eTAT— THE ELTSEE THE NIGHT BEFORE — A BIVOUAC IN 
THE STREETS. 

December 3rd, 1851 
TSSTERDAT WBS the anniversary of the great Napoleon's coronation, and 
yesterday Louis Napoleon became dictator of France! One day of 
excitement has passed, and the city wears the aspect of tranquillity. 
As I look from my window into the Rue de la Paix, I see nothing 
through the lazy fog but scavengers picking over the heaps of rubbish, 
skopkeepers opening their windows, and omnibuses performing their 
T«lands. As I catch a glimpse of the Boulevards in one direction, and of 
the Rue de Rivoli in the other, I see no trace of the stirring event which 
a few hours since broke like a peal from the clouds over Paris. 

One word of prelude, even though it be repetitious, is rendered necessary 
from the frust that tlie actual position of aiilurs in France seems not to 
have been generally comprehended in the United States. The President 
having but a small party in the Assembly, and being the object of 
oonstant attack from the press, was very naturally looked upon from 
afaroad with a certain degree of contempt or aversion- The truth, 
however, unquestionably was, that the great middle class of the country 
•—the merchants, manufacturers, and men of property, excluding, on the 
one hand the extreme Legitimists, and on the other the ultra-Republicans 
— iiad gradually become fkvorable to a continuance of his power. These 
views seemed vindicated by statistical &ct8, showing a diminution of 
crime, and a general improvement in all the industrial and social 
interests of the oonntxy. The great desire of France is tranquilli^, 
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'Wil^ the bleisings whkb this alone can aeenre. It watf stroaglj asg^ned 
that Louis Naj>oleon offered th» bes^ hope of this aimd the claahiBg 
pnrjeets of legitimaej and sooialism. 

It is tme tihat Boveral formidable difficulties stood in the ymy. of the 
President. He had been generally reported, before his deetum, as 
imbeoile, rash, and profligate. "Whoa established in oiice he did net 
diflgnise his intention to connect his policy mth a oontinuance oi haa 
poinrer.- He had come in npon a wave of rerolntion, and had ffvrom 
fideHtj to a democratic constitution — ^yet he sent an army to suppress the 
Roman Republic, and assented to an emasculatioR of the fondamMitii 
right of suffrage. At the same time the sefi^eral perti(ms of the Assed&hlyi 
agreeing in little else, combined to embarrass his administration, and to 
defeat his plans. 

Under all these disadvantages, Louis Napoleon gradually rose in the 
estimation of a large portion of the people. The charge of imbecility 
gave way to a conviction that he. possessed a high degree of adminis- 
trative talent. His sad but kindly smile won favor, and a happy tact, 
aa well in manner as in seizing, occasion. and incident for. gracious words 
and deeds, gathered around him a host of personal friends. He, as well 
as our American politicians, knew the charm which lingers around 
military aehieyeoientBj and he had the art to make the rays on Napoleon's 
blow shine reflectively upon his own. Thus, by*a sttccessiQSi of skilftil 
manoeuvres, he won the army» the church, and a substantial portion, of ' 
the citizens of France, 

His position was strengthened by the incapacity of the Assembly to 
unite in any scheme of action or policy. They were brokea- into fire 
parties of nearly equal numbers, each insisting, with fatal- pertinacity 
npon its special candidate, or its special system. At last thay found a 
solvent, which melted them into /a sort of homogeneity. This, was 
hostility to the President. Then came the game of sharps, and tiiaplot 
of the play drew near to its denouement; 

In this state of things, a bill was brought in to give command of an 
army to the questorSf or guardians of. the Assembly, and it is said 
that a plot was conceived to arrest the President. He believed, or^ptrer 
tended to believe, this, and on Monday, the 21fit' November, he had his 
horse saddled, and was ready to. nfount at a> momoit's wexning, and 
place himself at the head of the troops. Overawed by thia state of 
preparation, the Assembly drew back, and the questors' bill f ailed^ as 
I have narrated,. by one hundred and eight Totes* 

Another measm'e was now brought forward in the Assembly^ con* 
sifiting of a bill making oertain acts of the Presideiitj which he was 
supposed to meditate, treasonable, and groundii of im^ieadiihent. The 
two hostile powers had gone thus fv, and mutually, airare th«t each 
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9iood upon the bxink of tlie Bubicoii) iikej paused Beveicd da3[«^. loohiiig: 
oae. anotlier in the face. The Presidential we shall see, was- h»sy ia> 
prepadxigp, and the Assembly in plotting. The energy of the one and 
the fittnity of the other must excite admiration* 

On the evening. of Monday, the IstDeoember, I was at the PresideDl^ 
reception, at the Elys^e. The zooms of this little palace weire all 
crowded, though not over five or. six lumdred persons wore present. 
Three>fonrths were military men; and the predominance of martial 
inmgnia, glittering upon stalwart forms, cast before my mind the 
shadows of coming events. Still, I must conffeaa that I did not suspect 
that, before the sun should dawn, the meni around; ns would transform 
Republican France into a Military Empire.-. 

The general aspect of the scene, was not gRy, though brilliant lights 
shone over fair women and brave men.- 'Riere was .no music, no 
dancing. The President himself, usually grave and impassible, had a 
touch of that sealed and stony look attributed to Napoleon on certain 
occasions — ^as if the soul waa^ too intensely centered within to spare a 
ray for outward iUnmiiiatidn. He scarcely smiled, and his manner, 
usually gracious, was coldland reluctant. 

In the crowd I notieed'aconsiderable number of Caiiiolic priests, several 
decorated with the ozoas of the Legiim of. Honor. TSie plump and happy 
physiognomy, of Garibaldi, the Popa'»^nancio, contrasted strangely with 
the thin spiritual filatures of the Abbft Laeordaire. The tall, bent form of 
Lord Normanby waa seen moving iiictiie mass^ his countenance wreathed 
in a smile suitable to hiiii>andthe occasion.. General Magnan, com- 
mander-in-chief. of. the army of Pari^ an athletic personage, six feet in 
height, conversed' rapidly with several officers, and shot the glances of 
his small sinister eye restlessly over the crowd, and through the shadows 
of the ceiling. Seme thirty ladies, sparkling with jewels, and still 
brighter glances, graced the aasembly. Half of these were our country- 
women, and well sustained the fame of American beauty. 

A few ice creams, a few glasses of syrup and water, were handed 
round. The pageant lasted for an hour, and at ten o'clock the visitors 
entered their carriages, and dispersed to their several homes. How 
impatient must have been Louis Napoleon and his coadjutors for this 
hour of relief— of darkness, of enterprise \ Little sleep had they that 
night. At four o'clock in the morning, Changarnior and other dreaded 
leaders of the opposition were arrested,, and as the citizens crept forth, 
they saw posted up at the comers of the sti-eets the decrees which 
dissohned the Assembly, declared Paris in a state of siege,, and placed tho 
destiny of France in the hands of Louis Napoleon ! 

By noon the streets were full to overflow. The crowd, . as they came 
ia-oght of tHe preparations, saw at a glance thatthe President waa in 
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eameBt, that all his measures had been taken, and that the strong arm 
of power had laid its grasp npon every point of the city where a mani- 
festation might be made. In sight of these precautions, every thought 
of resistance faded away, and every menace was hushed half-formed 
up<m the lips. Throughout the day I did not hear of a project for 
retaliation, or a single hope that the people would rise in revolt : so use* 
less did any attempt seem to wrest the sway from him who, by some 
marvellous means, appeared to hold the city in the hollow of his Imnd. 




Beading the Froclamatlons. 



Dense masses of people collected at the points where the decree and 
appeal of the President were posted. When all could not get a sight of 
them, some one made himself spokesman, and read aloud to the rest. 
Blouses and black coats appeared in about equal numbers. Neither one 
nor the other bore an air of concern, of disappointment, or of anxiety* 
The aspect of the people was positively gay, without being careless. 
The loss of the Hepublic did not seem to sink deep into their breasts. 

It is true that whenever a general passed through the streets, seeming 
by his decorations and his epaulets to be high in command, and conse- 
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qtently deep in the confidence of the President, he was reoeivea mta 
niher dubious compliments. '< Vive la Republique" predominated; but 
1 did not hear a single << A bas Napoleon,** and do not believe that it 
ma uttered during the day. 

The great secret of the light-heartedness of the people was, that none 
regretted the downfall of the Assembly, and no one found it in hi» 
h^ to be very severe upon the President for having turned it out 
of doors. As the news of the arrests made during the night, and still 
makiQg as the day advanced, circulated from mouth to mouth, many 
laughed outright, while none swore or clenched their fists, or ground their 
teetL The Assembly fell without a regret, however illegal might be 
the act which destroyed it. The attitude of the people reminded me of 
the 24th of February, when, in the midst of the most stirring events, 
without government or law, and the city in their hands, the Parisians, 
with their wives and daughters, had a grand holiday in the streets. But 
the attitude of the armed force was not that of the army of February. 
Then it defiled before Guizofs hotel, with arms reversed, and frater- 
idzed with the people. 

But on the 2nd of December, it showedAat it obeyed willingly, with 
alacrity, and almost blindly, the orders ^ven by the Dictator it was 
Benring. As &r as the army was concerned, the streets resembled 
those of the insurrection of June. The Champs Elysles were a camp, 
and horses and soldiers bivouacked under the trees. The ground was 
itrewn with straw, and bundles of forage were within reach. The court 
of the Louvre, a part of the Place Vendome, the stables of the Gircusy 
were converted into provisional barracks. Officers with their orderlies 
rode fi*om point to point, and couriers with rolls of parchment in their 
right hand spurred their horses at full speed through the crowded 
itreets. From time to time a detachment of artillery, brought by loco- 
motives fix)m Versailles, dashed through the dty. Bristling oolumnsy 
without music, proceeded suUenly along the Boulevards, and squads of 
dragoons clattered through the Rue de la Paix, the flanks of their horses 
ReUng with foam, in evidence of the haste and distance of their ride. 
The attitude of the troops was that of unhesitating obedience, not pas- 
nve, hut willing compliance with the orders of their superior. 

This state of things continued throughout the day. There were several 
hundred thousand people in the streets, but I have heard of few aixestB 
made for disorder or disturbance of the public peace. Not a man raised 
his hand against another ; there was neither squabbling, nor hard word, 
nor angry discussion. The people were allowed free use of the Boule* 
▼ards, and for several hours in the middle of the day there was neither 
•oldier nor poHceman to be seen. As night settled over the dty, the 
oowds gradually dispersed, every one saying to himself that if the next 
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day passed, ifith tiie same tranquiUitTV thfi revolution would be Sk.faii 

Tfae:2xid of Deoemb^ thus yrevA off in tlie exoitement of wonder, mixed" 
with admiration, at the success and perfectness of the coup d'etat. Many 
a^diasesitmg hsart waa still occupied,. if not seduced, by the cieyemessof 
the. plot and the nicety of its execution. As night closed in, men's 
ndnds begsn to assume the gloom of the hour. A long train of horse- 
men, however, patroUed the great thorougb&ires, and the people retired 
etcdj to their homes. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

FLIMSY BAHRICADES— A SCATTERED RESISTANCE— THE ARMY- VOTES. 

December 4th, 1851. 
The night passed in quiet, but the morning of Wednesday, the second 
diy, gave signs of a diffevontJ|eling. The people, submissive to the first 
stmming blow, and perhaps dRght by Louis. Napoleon's .soft promises of 
universal sufiErage and republicanism, had now reflected. They saw 
Paris in a state of siege; the whole city in the grasp of military power,* 
the press nearly sileneed; a mockery of su£[rage tendered to them at the 
pfoint of the bayonet; their champions imprisoned.; the Assembly dis- 
persed j the constitution trampled imder foot. They had been involnn- 
tarily led away, sedneed, taken captive by the boldness and splendor of 
the undertaking, and the marvellous skill with which it had been exe- 
cuted. But the night had brought forth counsel; they began to appre- 
ciate the matter justiy, and to look forward to the consequences. The 
lower Boulevards were filled with a dense crowd of persons, no longer 
gay and of jesting humor, nor yet excited, nor angry, but lowering, 
stnm, and thoughtfiil.. The upper Boulevard, and the entrance to the 
Faubourg St. Antoiue soon became the scene of barricades and blood- 
shed. Several ez-repreaentatives, and members of the Mountain^ 
mingled with the groups, and incited the blouses to revenge. Men 
began, to appear armed with dirks and fowling-pieces. Others ran 
tiirough. the streets) shouting. sedition, and. seeking to collect a train of 
£[>Mowers. About the same time, appeals to arms, written in red inlr, 
and signed by Michel de Bourges, Madier do Mon^au^ Emmanel Arago, 
and others, were posted in the Faubourgs 

In this state of things^ barricades were inevitable. One was soon 
ooiKstructed, in .a by'-stteet entering the Boulevard, by a band, headed by 
aErez-representative.. A battalion wastsent. W^l'4kl^^ ^^ received' 
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wilh« Tanning &ew Tb^ floldiers repEed, and tiie leader fdl dead i]^ii 
tiw bomcadew Tlit insorgviils^tiMB fled» aDdi;he banieadei'WBs removed.. 
In half an horn's timei' this wfaflie-qvarter. of. the ckty- irae oecnpied hy- 
troc^. Upon liie line of tho Beukyard da 'Demple, fitun the diateaiL 
d^Bau to the Bastille, were posted stroo^ detachmentB of cninuwiflrB^ 
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lancers, and troops of the line. The Place de la Bastille was defended 
by twelve pieces of cann<m, and fonr loaded howitzers were placed in a 
position to rake the Fanbourg St. Antoine. The comer houses, from 
which, in June, the insurgents killed several generals, and the Archbishop 
of Paris, were seized! by ihe military, and occiq>ied by them, from the 
cellar to the garret. In other parts of Paris, some twenty attempts at 
bidldii^^ harrieades were made durii^ the day, and up to eight o'(dock 
at nifht; but they were all easily repressed, and geoerally withont 
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Such attempts at resistanee, made by handfiifB of rash and misgoided 
men, are to the last degree futile and hazardous. Yon know how speedHy 
ten thousand persons, without leaders, without concert, without guid* 
ance, and almost without arms, will melt away before the fire ofLa few 
well-drilled Ikttalions. The conduct of the representatives who haye so 
&r abused their influence as to incite the mechanics of the Faubourgs to' 
dash themselves against the muzzles of the soldiery, is, at the best, 
senseless and foolhardy. The city is garrisoned at this moment with' 
one hundred thousand men, with ammunition, provisions, and all the 
material of war to sustain a protracted siege. This force obeys tiie orders 
given without asking why or wherefore, and has settled the long-mooted 
question whether the army wUl fire upon the people. 

Any attempt at resistance in such a state of things will end in the' 
destruction of those who undertake it. It has always been said that tiie 
power will rest with the party with which the army sides. Had it 
chostti to defend the cause of the Assembly, the Assembly would have 
carried the day. Had it deserted to the people, and fraternized wiA the 
Republicans, the Kepublicans would have ruled the city. But it has 
raUied to the banner of Napdeon, and as long as it maintains its devotioE; 
and fidelity, there is nothing to be said or done. When it begins to 
wavor, when suggestions and whispers of its apostacy shall have begun to 
circulate, when it shall have divided against itself, when any portion of 
it shall have been suborned, won over, or converted, then a struggle may 
be fairly risked, but not till then. 

And this is the belief of the vast majority of the Republicans in tki^ 
city, I saw yesterday several large manufacturers, all of whose journey*^ 
men would have descended to the streets, had they thought that the* 
soldiers would hesitate or disobey. But the impression is universal that; 
they are immovably attached to the person of i^e President and to the 
policy he is pursuing. I also spoke for a moment with one of the most' 
active and influential members of the Mountain. He expressed hims^ 
as discouraged and disheartened. "What Is there left for us to do? All' 
our leaders are taken, we are without a press to advise, and without the- 
power of holding counsel and concerting measures. We are completdy 
cut to pieces." He then said, what is very true, that had the scheme 
been defeated and the President taken, it would have been regarded as* 
the most abominable attempt at usurpation ever made; but executed 
as it has been, with wonderful skill, and crowned with complete sue* 
cess, people are led to admire what their better judgment wouM teadi 
them to abhor. 

The present state of things will not continue long. The army of Paris 
are voting to-day upon the acceptance or rejection of the President foe a 
term of ten years. The army quartered in the various parts of France 
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%ffl vote in the twenty-fonr hours next snoceeding the xeoeption of 
QStructions to that eiffect firom the Minister of War. The result will he 
known in Paris in less than a week. Then, on the 14th of Decemher, 
Mows the vote of the citizens at large. Iti three weeks' time France 
will have spoken its will, and we shall he ahle to read the fdtnre more 
clearly than at present. 

In this age of wonders, it is useless to speculate upon a prohahility a 
fartnight in advance. The President may not lire a week ; the sun may 
never rise again ; the sea may give np its dead to-morrow ; the moon 
may set in the east — anything may happen now with perfect propriety, 
and the more unlooked-for, the more monstrous and inexplicahle an 
event may he, the more will it he in harmony with the era in which 
we live ! 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



THE MASSACBE ON THE BOULEVARD— THE INFANT HERCULES AND THE 
BOA CONSTRICTOR— THE DEAD BODIES AT MONTMARTRE — THE HORSE- 
MEN ARE PLIED WITH WINE. 

December 5th, 1851. 
Thus fkr the revolution had heen too hloodlessly accomplished to serve 
the President's purpose. An emphatic example was necessary. The 
train of reasoning was simple. The blow once struck, the Assembly turned 
(mt of doors, and a revolution being in a flur way of success, the game 
cf Ihe President was to draw to his support the monied interests of the 
country, to force the men of property, the great and little bourgeoisie, 
the shopkeepers — ^the aristocracy and the National Guard — to adopt the 
eimp^itat. And this has been done with consimimate address. The 
President has always set himself forward as the friend of order and the 
enemy of anarchy. He has, with great pertinacity, quelled and crushed 
any commencement of agitation, artMly exaggerating the evil, and con* 
triving to make it pass for a very decided insurrection, by establishing 
the state of siege. The Government, under Leon Faucher, almost went 
nad upon this theme of resistance to anarchy. I need not call to your 
recollection the dea^M^c administration of this minister. But^ as the 
severity of this rigimFw^is only felt by the lower and working classes, 
of course it found ftivor with the "great party of law and order," over 
whom the reins were held with a commendable loosenesi^. 

Now, in order to cause M. Bonaparte's usurpation to be eagerly adopted 
by the men of property, it was necessary that he should appear, even 
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irhiai patting the Assembly out of doocs, and instftfling a tynmny ixx h§ 
plaee, as the dsampion of Jaw and the qneUer^tf .sedttion. To effect 
this^a streetH&ght was indispensable. Thie spectacle of .Socialism, tb^ 
Vn^ear of the men of property,--^Socialis]tt fobokading the- s^zeets and 
ImiMing barricades high enoogh to eimber from them intoyoor third- 
story windows, — Socialism thundering at your doc»», and deBiaDdiag;^ 
the diTision of your money and yoor laoids, — Socialism, with uiiwasbed 
&oes and bloody hands, pillaging your odfezs, ontra^psg your wiyea and 
daughters, and setting fire to tiic churdies, — eome sitCh spectacle <aa this 
was in the highest degree xmportant, to foree all those who had pxK 
perty to lose, under the baamers of the cot/q»^^tat. The Presideat,.af 
course, the administration and the army, would make Bitheard-o£ efiarts 
to crush this spirit of rebellion, and, after a desperate contest, oonoe off 
victorious. The country would be saved, the anarchists prostrate, and 
the interests of family, property, and religion secured from the grasp of 
the spoiler ! This was the game the Government sought to play ; this k 
the game they have played. 

But the course of events on Tuesday, the first day, as I have said, 
hardly seemed to argue feivorably for a battle in the streets. The aspect 
of Paris was that of a city in a frolic. The revolution that had heed 
accomplished in the night was too serious to be comprehended at a glance, 
and as no one Mly imderstood the state of the case, no one knev 

whether to laugh or to cry. The vast army of workmen, however ^the 

hsadred thousand mechanics, artisans, jonmeymen — who are the Vn fr 
and muscle of the Democratic party in Paris, and who come nearer to a 
eorrect appreciation of Republicanism than any other class of peopl& 
understood one point, as if by intuition — ^that any attempt at reoistaQfie 
in the streets would redound to the advantage of Louis Ifapoleon, W 
patting him into a position to quell disturbance and riot. ^Diey took, by 
oommon consent, the very ground that disconcerted all the Hsurper's 
plans. They avoided, by a sort of tacit agreement, the tactics that the 
usnrper hoped, for their own destruction, they would adopt. This 
detennination to abstain from resistance, which was at first intuitive, 
was afterwards strengthened by counsel and. mutual consent, as any sudi 
resistance would only result in their own destruction and fortify the 
position of Louis Napoleon. The second day passed off, as you know, with 
a few random barricades, in the construction of which several representa- 
tives asidsted, and upon wMch one or two men WM^kiUed. 

This did not promise well for the impressivdBblean which it was 
designed to represent in the streets of Paris — ^M. Louis Bonaparte, 
disguised as the In&ut ' Hercules, strangling the Boa Constrictor cf 
Anarchy— in the interest, of course, of property, religion, and family. 
The. Boa Constrictor was suddenly niiBsing,^!^^ ^t^became necessaiy to 
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UmproTise one, or to ta^ to make a small adAer answer. This was tiie 
k<iHa«eter of ti^e oontest of Tkursday, tke third day. Qf this I can oaly 
I .^Teft Imef-ei^^ch. 

The morning passed ai^y with a general aspect of qmet There 
indeed, soinethiDg of the sullen silence which precedes a storm. 
..AJboot ^eren o'doek a dbange began to come over the scene, heavy 
snaaes of ii^antry, as well as hocBe, emerging from soreral points and 
. «Qoapying the Bculevards. About one o'clock, : firing was heard in the 
-directuMi of the Porte St. D^ik. The sonnds increased, and suddenly 
''fte vbdlemass of infantry j&om the Bouleyasd Poissonni^re, pressing 
iq^on-dte horse and urging &e latter into a^galh^, burst along the street 
ttonrard the Madeleine. 

This was caused by a panic, induced by hal^a-^bzen ahats fired upon 
hthe troops :&omtilie 100& of the buildings. The fright and.thefiigixt 
"avezewwn over, and the whole body of horse and foot returned to their 
positions. The cavalry appeared greatly excited. They held their 
pistols cocked, and pointed them ^ e^ery head whieh appeared at the 
windows on either side. Now aa^hen a shot was fired. After a short 
i^see, the rattle of musketry was heard along the whole line ^om 
iie Boulevard des Italiens to the Porte St. Martin, a space o^nearly 
:amile. The sounds fell at intervals like muttering ijnoader, with now 
jmd then the booming of cannon, giving a sort of earthquake diock t& 
'the ear. 

At.lhis moment I obtained a glance up the Boulevard; it was filled 
•with dragoons, who occasionally diaelmrged their pbtols right and left. 
Sgher up the «iene was terrific. The sdldiers here discharged their 
weapons by volleys at the groups of persons whom they saw fiying ^^s^ 
Afaneking along the side* walks, and sometimes in single fires at indi- 
vidoals in doors or archways. 

Towards evening, silence again settled ov» the city, and people 
ventored out. About nine o'clock I walked up the Boulevard and sur- 
veyed the scene of destruction and massacre. The troops were still in 
feU possession of the streets, and their night-fires shone upon their line of 
. Mvonacs. The dead bodies had been removed, but tine £!agments broken 
Inom the houses covered the broad side-walks for a oon^derable extent, 
and in several places pools of blood, ten feet square, were viable, espe- 
cially around the archways, where the victims had sought to escape, 
and where they had fallen, either dead or wounded. The scene was 
<»ie I shall never forget; and when it is remembered that it was a 
wanton massacre — that several hundred innocent persona were taken 
by surprise, and suddenly slaughtered, and that, too, because an exam|de 
of blood was necessary to the coup-d^Stat — ^it is one that can never be 
I emsed from its place among the most sanguin|r^ jeqg^^d^^uman 
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crime. The plea of necessity — ^tJxat convenient argiunent xmd to vinm 
cate all political iniquity— will doubtless be urged here; butitoaaonM 
be admitted on the principle, that all laws, human and divine, are io»l 
pealed in behalf of unscrupulous ambition stcnggling for power ! 

The conflict of this third day was in one word a butchery. It is tmij 
that barricades were raised, and a few persons were killed in defending 
them. But there was no serious revolt ; there was no general uprising tj 
there was no plan, concert, or calculation of resistance. A thousand 
troops could have scattered every vestige of opposition. So evident was 
this, that the opinion largely prevailed that the government itself wat 
obliged to employ persons to construct barricades, so as to famish aa 
excuse for bloodshed. The shots fired at the troops from the roo& and 
houses along the Boulevard, and which are the apology for the massacres 
there, were very few. The government papers make a long list of 
specific charges of this kind, but it is certain they will have to retract 
many of them. 

I cannot and need not give you^he revolting detaib of this day of 
slaughter. You can comprehend t* scene, when you conceive of seve- 
ral thousand soldiers firing at their fellow-men in the streets, under a 
general idea that the more bloodshed, the more glory. Such is the 
beginning of a new era in France ; such is the end of tiie Republic and 
the dawn of the Empire. And remember, this is only one scene in the 
tragedy of the coup-d'Stat, You must add to the crime of blood, of 
which I have told only the half-^a solemn oath, made to the country 
and registered in heaven — violated ; an Assembly lawfully elected, and 
which had committed no crime, dispersed — ^its members seized in the 
dead of night and hurried to prison, a constitution crushed, and the 
reign of terror spread over the land. Yet France will doubtiess bow 
its head and submit The blood will disappear from the Boule- 
vards ; the shattered vrindows, casements, and ornaments, along the 
fronts of the edifices, will be replaced; the gay tide will resume its 
ebb and flow, and Louis Napoleon will occupy the Tuileries instead of 
the Elys^e. 

Now how can this be accounted for — ^that the French people, the 
most intelligent on the continent, can be willing to live under a system 
such as is thus dictated to them, at the point of the bayonet ? The men 
of property in this country, the owners of real estate, those who have 
money to hoard or to spend, want a strong government to secure them 
in possession of their worldly wealth. TTiey desire to enjoy their pos- 
sessions in ease and in tranquillity. Provided that the government is 
strong enough to maintain them in their privileges and their immuni- 
ties, they do not care whether it be a just government or an unjust 
one. Upon the subject of government the;^ Jjayf^^^^^^o sensibilitji 
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^ tto conscienoe, no pride, and no humiliation. The tyranny of an unjust 
' gioremment is but lightly felt by them ; its rigors are reserved for the 
liewers of wood and the drawers of water. The laws are all constructed 
In their &Yor; they have ihe government, the press, the money, the 
church ; they claim to have all the honesty, and, to quote a transatiantio 
phrase, all the decency. Their blood never tingles at the thought that 
tfaey are living under a tyranny and submitting to the yoke of a despot. 
Th^ have no burning sense of shame at the knowledge that the 
government which they sustain, and which in turn sustains them, is a 
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u«irpation or a military dictature. They distrust, despise, and vilify 
the working classes. I heard, not two days ago, a man of wealth and 
standing, and one who ought to have known better, make this most 
unrighteous declaration : that there were but two parties, after all, in 
France— those who have property, and those who have not; and that if 
the latter should come into power, they would pillage and massacre all 
those who had either money or lands; with such extraordinary success 
has the game of intimidating the rich, by making them believe that the 
proletairee were bent on dividing their lands, and sharing their pro- 
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perty, been played" by Louis- Napoleoa ever Bsoee he came into powon- 
His govermnent promisea to be strong, and the rieh 'wSl probiably sm^ 
tain it: though in name it take the insignia of tlte Bepoblie, it"win^ 
meld, in fiwjt; the sword andsceptre of the Empire. 

Of the traders/ the sliop^eepers, the bourgeoisie, througbaowt "Fttame, 
it may also be said that their* desires are more strongly bent upon tisan- 
qrdllity, and upon driring a brisk business, than upon any particiilar 
form of govemment. As long as the pulse of trade beaiA fteeiy, the 
first great object in life is attained. The most pressing anxiety of 
Louis Napoleon, for the moment, is to satisfy this class that the con- 
tinuation of his rule will ensurer. an unflagging demand for the wares 
they offer for sale. As far as IT can. judge, they are more disposed to 
fraternize with the President than on the first day. Their ground of 
opposition was then, that he had thrown every thing into conftision and 
brought aU retail trade to ar stand-still. But it is ui^ed strongly on 
their attention, now, that h»: has«kt any rate pierced the veil that hxmg 
over 1852, and conjured ctwayvthe homars and the mysteries'that were sup- 
posed to lie concealed behindi. If he haaforced business into a momentary 
stagnation, he has in return* pceasntedlth^n with the whole of next 
year, which was, by commonxcoosentjjBBde offer to the triumph of pillage 
and Socialism. If people !ceie nothing for the morality or justice of 
their government, of course iJiey will; lis influenced by an argument so 
vulgar as this. 

The official report of the loss oli the army in the days of December 
gives the number of killed as sixteen men ! The loss on the part of 
the population, for the greater partinnocent persons, though exposed by 
their own imprudence^, and compromised by the shouts and sometimes 
by the shots of indmdnals in their vicinity> is variously estimated at 
from SIX to TWEL'^ HUNimED. On the morning of Thursday, I was 
told by a person in a sitnatton to lauyWf that the govemment expected 
that the killing of about ^ve hundred persons would be sufficient to 
reconcile the city to the necessities o^ the case. They would be satisfied 
by this bloody proof, of the desperate character of the enemies of society, 
and of the extreme peril in which family and religion would have been 
placed, had not the patriotism of Mr. Bonaparte and the courage of the 
army been equal to the emergency. 

I should say that half the city had been convinced by this manoeuvre. 
— this forcing a. contest without an adversary, and this exaggerating the 
fnsurrection where it really existed — ^that the whole fabric of society 
was really menaced — that, without Louis Napoleon, the star of Erance 
would have set in a sea of lilood. The sixteen soldiers killed may be 
supposed, from facts already known, to have come to their death in. the 
following ways: five intercepted at various times, when carrying. 
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despatches through ol>scure streets, and- murdered by assassins "wL** 
happened to "be at large ; five shot from the windows of Houses, and'siis 
dead upon the yaiious barricades. From these &Dts you may gatH&s 
an iSea of the resistance made in the streets. It already stands oxT 
record, and will live in history, that the slaughter in Paris in the revo- 
lution of 1851 was wanton and. imnecessory, and, what is more than all' 
planned and intended befoiehand.. 

The authorities possessed themselves of the bodies of the killed, and 
refused to give them up to those who applied for them. This was to 
avoid any such catastrophe « resoltcd in.February from the exposure of 
the victims of the frisillade, in front of the Ministry of Foreign AiBfairs. 
They dreaded long and tearfrd frmerals, and the outbursts of popular 
fury, which are always kindled by tjie sight of the blood of martyrs. 
They therefore kept th^ bodies for a j&y or two, till the excitement had 
partially subsided, when tttey aant them by cart-loads to the Cemetery 
of Montmartre. Here, the ffouliea of the. dead received permission to 
apply for and decently bmy their-fiiethers, brothers arsons. The faces 
of such as YftSn unclaimed in two days, wozKeprixdideE&with flour, in 
order to conceal traces of putrefaction. 

In regard' to the matter of the troops faoKvingr beenijdied with intoxi- 
cating, or at least exciting liquors, let me sajrwhat Thave witnessed 
myself. When the Boulerard Poissonni^re ■ was the scene of such 
murderous discharges, and where thirty innocent persons had been 
stretched in death by one single volley, I saw that the ground was 
strewed with broken bottles. I should say that a squadron of some 
300 horsemen had drunk 500 bottles. The glass was mixed with 
the fodder of the horses, and craoMed under their hoofs. In the morning 
these men, who were lately so fresh, with red cheeks and clear eyes, had 
ail the appearance of ha;ving iJeen on a week*» debauch— they looked 
heavy, stupid; and listiess-. Tteireyes were red, and their noses blue, 
and their whole air wa» that of men* besotted with liquor. Having 
occasidn to go to the C6nciergcrie, to make inquiries for a missing 
friend, I saw a troop of some 200 ftfantry making merry over a cart- 
load of bread and wine. They hob-nobbed, laughed, sang, and ran their 
glasses over, as if wine was now to be had for the asking. The testimony 
of many persons of whom I have inquired^ points, the same way. But I 
prefer to make no statements, in so serious a matter, for which I cannot 
Tcmeh, with my own eye and ear. witness. 

It would not do to tell of' Uus^ however; in. Fnmoe. A proclamation 
from St. Amaud, Minister of War, announces to the soldiers that they have 
accomplished the greatest act of their military life ; that the country 
looks on in rapture* j and that the President will ^naver fbrget their 
devotion!. The Patrie,ia one of *its obligate editorials, declares that the 
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jMriol© civilized world will thank the army of Paris for its hS 
Bbatriotism and its sublime courage. If this is conrage, I hope to4 
tand die a coward. The French army is brave, without doubt ; if « 
^deaden gave the word, they would stand up and be fired at, with unshir 




St. Anuuid. 



ing impassibility J or they would rush against death and destruction, with 
as little thought or hesitation as a battering-ram swung on its centre; 
but that it has won any laurels on this occasion, is what neither General 
St Amaud nor the Patrie can force down the throats of those who do not 
feel inclined to believe it. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



THE EDITORS REVIVE— HOW THE VOTE IS TO BE COUNTED — ^THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE PANTHEON. 

December 8th« 1851. 
The suppressed journals are beginning to reappear. The Pays and the 
Siecle have just looked forth &om their holes, like burrowing animals 
awakening from the torpors of a hard winter. They contain little 
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editorial, however, and Yeuture no comments upon passing evdnts. 
M« Gnaronnito, in the Pay»y writes as follows, on his return to his 
fost : " It would, no doubt, better suit our interests and our sentiments 
U> persev^^ in our resolution, to fold our arms, and weep over many 
things which no longer exist. But it better suits our patriotism to 
resume our task, to aid good intentions, to encourage toleration, and to 
speak as often as we can, without betraying our convictions and aggra- 
vating the perils of the situation. The Assembly is dissolved, and the 
constitation has disappeared. But two great things remain: the 
republic and imiversal suffinge. There remains also what we desire to 
preserve and defend above all things — France. As long as she remains, 
we shall not consider ourselves at liberty to wrap ourselves up in sorrow 
finr our disappointed hopes, and regret them eternally. There can be no 
eternal ruins for us but those of our country. Until she faUs, we shall 
believe that God is just, and France is great.'' The remainder of the 
paper is £lled up with extracts from the Patrie and the Constitutionnel 
of the day before. 

The usual aliment of the journals, however, is found in the decrees of 
the President, putting department after department into the state of 
siege. If you have read one paper you have read them all. Journalism 
in France is now the most contemptible profession to which a man can 
devote himself. The bureaux of the Bebata, the Pays, the Steele, are job- 
printiDg-K>ffices, at the best; the Comtitutionnel and the Patrie sing the 
praises of the Government by the yard, and coin falsehoods by the league. 
The Charivari, too, has returned to life, but shorn of the essential ccc- 
ditions of its existence. Four-fifths of its caricatures, its jokes, its por- 
traits, were upon political subjects ; this field is of course now closed, 
and it is forced to glean a scanty subsistence from the salient points and 
grotesque sides of such subjects as remain — ^the fine arts, literature^ 
Parisian life, etc., etc. But its wit is pale, its spirit forced ; the Charivari, 
with its eyes bandaged, its tongue tied, its crayon blimted, is Hke a 
plant vnthout suulight, or animal life without air. The Havre Journal 
legB the indulgence of its subscribers, as it is obliged to send the proof 
of its daily issue to the prefect of the department to be revised and cor- 
rected before it can be put to press. This delays the delivery of the 
paper from three to four hours. Throughout such departments as are 
in a state of siege — ^nineteen in number, or nearly one-quarter of the 
territory of France — the press is muzxled as at Paris and Havre. 

The vote by yea and nay for the continuation of Louis Napoleon's 
powers, with some modifications, takes place on Saturday and Sunday, 
the 20di and 21st of this month, twelve days from this present writing, 
a delay of a week having been ordered. The motive which led so 
many thousands of indifferent and even hostile persons to vote in his 
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favor in 18ff8, will again contribttte to swell 'hfe aaajority. It :»/a 
general opinion, even among iiiose "wiio eon^enm 'Ihs ocnme'tlie^siad 
severely, that us he has -the physical, the brtttal foreo of the > army cte 
8Cf$tain'him,'he ought also 1:o be backed by the morftl aatisority'Of an 
overwhelming vote. The adoption 'of the ^secret ballot inffteed afdhe 
register of eatsh voter's -iMCme with his aye or Ms nay, has giswtiy 
strangthened Xonis Vap61«on's position. Tlxe prefect of one of Ae 
sontiiem'flepttftments,.however,in his telegrapMo despatch upon rth© 
state of ofiatrs with him, says : ''Many mayors regret the adoptioa ofsliiB 
secret'ballot, as the peasants vrcre enchanted at befaig able to i»gister 
their signatmxjs for Napoleon." (Observe the frequenib "me of ^tl» 
imx»erial Napoleck, inirteod of Lonis^Napoleonor M. Bonaparte.) 

Ton will remember' that some weeks ago 'I spoke of a'visitl'^liad^maife 
to a large mannfiictory in ihe Fanbonrg 'St. Antoiae, eaid tfafl^ H 
mentioned the disgnst andihe antipathy universally expressed by iShse 
workmen 'for tiie Assembly. The s ummar y manner in 'which iJiis 
corrupt and plotting body was turned out of doors and disperfled to the 
four winds by the President, has almost reoonoiled them toUie poliisy of 
him Who performed the act. Not one of i^iese men (and the same may 
be generally said Of the workmen ofitheeity) waa absent £raBL/his woik 
during* the battle of the 4th and 6th ; and T team -positively tlmtti»&y will 
either votefor Louis Napoleon or abstein'lrom voting ; that few or noBB 
will give negative ballots. Men that will thrownp* their hats far -wbatra 
man has done, aremore than half won over to 'the snppoH of ^wliat he 
may do. The dissolution of the Chamber has certainly : secured to:^ 
President the countenance of men and fractlens of partieg, ^wkam 
hostility it seemed impossible to conciHtate. 

But in regard to the election of the 20th, a very pertinent qufi6tum.iB 
asked, ^Vho is to count the votes? Who is to be responsible to'tiie 
public for the sincerity of the repottthat may be maiie ? No one that! 
have yet heard of. Under a Dictatorship there isno public to whomthe 
Dictator is responsible. He renders no account- of his acts, nor of 'the 
negative votes thrown in reprehension of his conduct' The prefects 
have been instructed' to turn out of office all their subordinates — ^mayors, 
justices of the peace, and what not — ^whose fidelity tiioy. suspect, and < to 
fill their places with men after their own hearts. I cannot see yet any 
means by Which the. exactitude of the return is to be guaranteed. I; am 
afraid that the votes will be counted somewhat as they were (mceinji 
virgin forest in Maine, before civilization had penetrated there. The 
polls were established in a shed, and a half*baahel basket was converted 
for the iuonce into a bdllot^box. A pitch boiler, a.TOftsman,/andia' wood- 
cutter, had deputed themselves vote-distributors and overseers. .About 
ten o'clock Jim Smith thought it was stxange that nobody had com& 
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and threw into the ballot-box a handful of votes, bearing the names of 
certain citizens who aspired to sundry offices in the gift of the people. \ 
noon Sam Pepperidge tossed in another bunch, as it was really lamenta- 
ble to reflect upon the indifference of the sovereigns. The three then 
neat aw^y to dinner, leaving a supply of votes for the people to help 
themselves. When they came back in the afternoon, they^ found several 
large wads of votes added to the pile of universal suffi^ge that they had 
left in the morning. "Oh!" said Bill Jones, "** tiiisis too much alto- 
gether: i there ain't so many people in the Commonwealth." So they 
took 4>ut. about half, leaving what seemed to be the fair expression of 
the Hwitiment of the community. They then counted them, tied them 
lip in a bmdle„put the seals upon them, and sent them off to Augusta. 
This locality was the banner town that, year, and -aU the papers of the 
par^ called upon the unterrified to imitate the glorious example of 
thisviiigin forest ! 

IJpto Qds .time the vote of the army, so far as known, stands 60,000 
yea^, to i,0QO nays. ,The heaviest negative votes have been thrown by 
lihe engineers and artillery. Mathematicians understand antl appre- 
ciate republicanism by instinct, and it strikes them as being as natural 
VDdiinevitable as the science of .angles! Usurpation and dictatorship 
seem as unreasonable as to suppose a gun will shoot round a comer. 

One oT the first decrees of the President after the cot^ cPetat^txa to 
restore the Pantheon to the uses of the Catholic religion, " under the 
invocation of St. Genevieve," to whom it was originally dedicated. It 
'Was built as a church by Louis XV., but its destination was changed by 
file National Assembly in 1791, whidi decreed that it ^ould be a burial- 
plaxje for Frenchmen illustriotls by virtue, genius, or public services. 
The<jost of the Pantheon, from first to last, has exceeded five millions of 
dollars. "What an excellent opportimity this of making ^ends of 
file priests, and what a glorious occasion to iprove how much you love 
religion and the temple where its services are performed*, atam«nent 
'^n you seem to care "for neither God nor man I 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

A MINISTERIAL DEVICE — A GOOD JOKE FOR A PARSON — PUBLIC SEN- 
TIMENT, SUCH AS IT IS — SPIES IN THE STREETS — THE GUILLOTINE 
CHANGES ITS QUARTERS. 

December 18th, 1851. 
As the elections approach, the government redoubles its activity in 
urging the country to a nnanimons and affirmative vote. M. de Momy 
has invented a most plausible excuse for issuing one last final bnlletia. 
The Patrie announces that " the anarchical party, finding it impossible 
to succeed in disturbing the country by violence, has had recourse to a 
trick, in order to influence the ballot, which is open on the 20th inst 
They send emissaries through the country, whose object is to mislead 
the electors, by telling them that the question to be submitted to them 
is, whether they wish Napoleon to retire from power. If they desiire 
him not to retire, they will vote No ! It is to defeat this manoeuvre liiat 
the Minister of the Interior has forwarded to the departments the follow- 
ing notice, which is to be posted up in eill the places where the polls are 
to be held ; — 

" MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. 

" It is well understood that those who wish to maintain Louis Napo- 
leon Bonaparte, and give him the power to establish a constitution on 
the basis pointed out in his proclamation of the 2nd of December, must 
vote with a bulletin bearing the word Yes" 

This hardy invention suggests the device by which Louis Napoleon 
would cling to the sovereignty, even should the vote, by some extraor- 
dinary chanc^, go against him. He would simply declare that the 
people supposed they were saying yes, when they said no, would thank 
them for the unanimity of their vote, and immediately take possession of 
the Tuileries. 

The Bishop of Chartres has addressed a circular letter to his clergy, in 
which he says : — ^•^On the 20th of this month, the French people will 
decide whether Louis Napoleon is to be, for ten years, President of our 
country. Influenced by your own views, and stUl more by your love of 
country, of which Jesus Christ has given t« the example, you will vote for 
M. Bonaparte, I have not the slightest doubt.'' Beally, the Bishop of 
Chartres must be anxious to share the fame of Lucinet, the great justice 
of the peace, whose circular, last summer, to his parishioners, you may 
remember. "Fellow Citizens : Do you love your lands, your flocks, your 
•ottages ? Do you revere your father and your mother ? Do you fear 
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God, and do you eheiuh the religion of our Lord and Sayionr JTesiu 
Ghrist? If so, petition for tlie revision of the Constitution l" The 
Inshop is yery nearly as profane as the justice, but the secular officer is 
yastly more excusable than the dignitary of the Church. Unfortunately, 
there is no Charivari to make fiin of the latter, as it did of the former. 
But, seriously, is it not saddening to see the expedition to Rome, and the 
re-establishment of the Pope by French bayonets, bringing forth such 
fruits? 

All traces of the third and fourth of December will soon have *dis- 
apipeared from the streets. Broken windows are giring place to whole 
ones ; an army of workmen are employed in replacing the iron railing 
and stone-work torn down at the Porte St. Denis* Masons are filling 
with cement the dents made by balls and bullets. The Chamber is no 
longer occupied militarily, and men have been set at work to clean it 
througbout — a perfect Augean stable by this time. Gardeners are 
setting out young trees in all quarters of the city, not only to replace 
such as have died a natural death, but those whidi were torn down for 
barricades, and those— by far the most numerous — ^which were stripped 
of their bark by the horses piquetted in the Champs Elysees, and upon 
the Boulevards. 

The prefect of la Meurthe has transmitted to the government a list 
containing the adhesions of 519 mayors, deputy-mayors and municipal 
councillors of his department* The prefect of la Mame has also sent a 
list containing the adhesion of 267 municipal councillors within the 
circle of his authority. Mimicipal 'councillors, you knowi adhere to any- 
thing and everything, and, I have no doubt, would adhere twice or three 
times, if it were necessary; but the Minister of the Interior has replie4 to 
aU prefects, that voting will be much more acceptable to the adminis- 
tration than adhering J and recommends to their favorable notice the 20th 
and 21st of December. 

The streets swarm with mouchards, or police spies, in every sort of 
disguise. Oentiemen noted for their republican principles are dogged 
by policemen wherever they go. Their eveiy step, their goings-out and 
their oomings-in are watohed. Individuals visited by them become at 
once suspected, and thenceforth share the attentions of the police. I am 
myself debarred from the society of a friend, who does not choose to com- 
promise his acquaintances by his visits, for he sees that in his walks 
through the city he is watched by a mouchard, who follows bim at about 
a stone's throw. Persons thus circumstanced live in the constant possi- 
bility of arrest, and sleep on the very threshold of a prison. One 
vigorous movement more, and the Frendi authorities might import a few 
hrsvos from Venice to advantage. If you may arrest a man for nothing, 
you may stab a man for nothing. The illegalihr is no KJ^^^j and 
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SB Ibr Hid cnmB, how tkat itiiisy liave iiippei Suir ihoadB .in inaoooat 
l^e«d, I^iaiagiiie «U ficroples- on^t^at-scarecoHld apeedilj >be set at vest* 
liel/ w kave Jootpo, ' tiK Bric^ of ; Siglus^.the Ck>iiiMiI of Ten, and tiifl 
Ii(m'« 'Mottlii, by illliaieaBS'aiid attmee. 

Tlie MHiistsr of iiie Jntenar has sent ; a :cizntlar to the prefects, , and 
otixer departineiital aatiMrities, urging upon thflmtiie necessity, in the 
Biterest of the wovking-^ksses, of ^ dispensing "ndthrimaeeeasavy toil on 
the Sabbath, and instructing them to suspend labor upon thev^^bMe 
works on Sunday, so tkatthe'State may.give the^eaaanipie-of rest oa the 
seyenth day. This is, as you will«ee atenee, an electaoneenn^imaaoecrare 
of the first water, -it represents the .GarKmrnent, in its .patamal 
solicltinie, not only undertaking, great public improvcniaits,/ in order .to 
provide work ^or the laboring ^ tdasscs, bat also taking ateps .to .inampe 
their eternals salTation, by preventing thiesL from, damning ijuirfiouls by 
unhallowed toU. AVhen M. de Momy retixesiromiiiaministrir^iiie ^wifl 
probably wi&draw«&om thie turmoil of public life,.ai]djKiii^ a:6und^y> 
school. A religious bulletin emaaatiQg ^firom iLouiaifopoleon, so cKMa 
ttfbcr his bh)ody work in the streets* of this city, pasMs ike limits .«f 
otidznary hypocrisy. Messrs. Napoleon and De Momy eare no* more fot 
the souls of the peasants than they do for their own, and probdaly Hut 
prefects wereinlbnned, unwier the same* envelope widi && drci^ar, iliat 
it was only intended for the newspapers and the walk, and as ia.tcap>4a 
catch the pious and>ereduIous. We shall hear no ' mcore of this whcsi tiie 
elections c^e past. 

*For the kst twenty years, on all oebaeioaa of execntums, thegnilhitiae 
has been erected at'liie Barrier St. Jacques. When the deccee :«9B 
passed fizing^is locality as fhe-scene of the infiietion'of the penalty of 
dieath, the inhabitants of the quarter protested, and have nat ceased &em 
tiuit day to this to intercede with the government for t^e xenxoTal uf 
their horrible visitant. As the public generally are not forewamdi «f 
the day fixed for any spectacle of death, the first intelligenee' that the 
dwellers round the Paris Golgotha had of an impending execution- was 
the sound of hammer and nail, in the dead of night. By daybreak, 1^ 
guillotine, menacing and terrible, was ready and waiting fiir the victim. 
All was over before sunrise, when -scaffold, hea^-man, body-guard, 
priest, and crucifix, had disappeared, like a dream chased away :by the 
morning light. A sound sleeper and taidy risermight bavei dept on to tibe 
end; Irat the larger portion of the inhdhitants, who' were neither one nor 
the other, have memorialized the city administration ^againcuid again, and 
have finally carried their point. Public executions in the department' df 
the Seine' will hereafter take plaeeon the Place- de la Eoqaette, which is 
surrounded by penitentkiry institutions, and tmt sparsely inhabk;ed by 
citizens in the enjoyment of their civil riehti. ^^hh^^mge will te}! 
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B0V«rely upon the Tey«iin» xsfrtiie^imiteis in l^ealik^^ 
dtGxe Barrier, ifdio were hired Irpthe la^em of «ndi. speetBclw to. spprue 
&em t)f the emimieiM^aiitent of prepomtioiis. tThisi, *tlie rgmoBd beinf^ 
Inroken at ixifdnigilt, an emateaar in th© heart' df -tlw «ity wooM Icnow it 
1>7 two, and «ouM eadlybe upon the spot byffi^, the eufltamavy hour in 
summer, tyr hy sov«n, tie usual hour in winter. A. five^Mne^pieee -wiw 
the Tecompense nsBiil in 'such jeases. I'his source of ineoiae >.ia-now 
xemoTed, and the waitsrawiQliaYe to^ content ihsmselTeB lidth the gaisft 
flowing from their legitimate arocatioiiB. 
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XHB PJtESIDENT KE-KLECTED-— WHO WOULD NOT BE TRANSPORTED?— 
PASTEBOAED HALL. 

December 25th, ISol. 
Louis Napoleon has been again elected to the chief magistracy of 
France. I have stated what I cont^iYed to be the principal motive 
which, would induce the whole class of men of property to vote for a 
military government — their dread of socialism, artfully played upon by 
the Bonapartist organs of the press. With a large part of the. popula- 
tion this has certainly been tthe case; socialism and ciHumunism have 
disgusted tiiem -with republicanism^ just as abolitionfi3m^atii0D»e,'has dis- 
. gosted people with the cause of anti-slavery ;. jast as ultra men always 
compromise the moderate men of tlie.same party. "The kiuied. proprie- 
tors have supported Xouk Napoleon, beoause'itkey, positively did expect, 
in 1852, a violent division of the-fioD ; the owners of .houses and castles, 
jewels and gold, have supported him, because.hepromiseid to .preserve 
them from pillage and sack, in their opinion imminentai^ menacing ; 
the manufacturers have supported him, because they aeed^peacot for their 
peaceful occupations, and liey: believed that peace would' be troubled in 
1852 ; a large proportion of jouxneymen lafaaring in the shops, at the 
looms, at the forges of these manufactories, have supported him, because 
ihe interests of master and man are identical ; the peasants have sup- 
ported him because they limow no better, because he is named. Napoleon, 
and because they were promised the life to come by the priests if they 
voted Yea, and ilxreatened with perdition if they voted Nay. The army 
and the oJOGlcial dependents of the government alone count a million. 

I imagine that the authentic Tetums will show some three hundred 
Tilkges which have voted unanimously Yes, ; that is, not a single No, nor 
ft single abstention. These instances of single-mindedness are to be fol- 
lowed by a high mass, a sermon, or a Te Deu?n, oigi iJed by^oogie 
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It is much more easy to analyze the affirmatiye Tote than the negatiYc^ 
It is difficult to say who yoted No. It cannot be ** the honest and mode- 
rate Bepnblicans," for the negatiye yote does not reach the half of that 
giyen for Cayaignac and Lamartine in '48. The whole negative vote of 
France wiU not reach a million. It woxdd rather appear that the sincere 
Bepnblicans had despaired of republicanism in France, and hayc yoted 
lor Napoleon, as the least of two eyils. The nays are too few to repre« 
sent any one principle or any party. We know that there must be 
among them the suffrages of the Orleanists, the Legitimists, and the 
Socialists Proper. These alone would make a million, the sum which 
the negatiye vote has nearly reached. It is evident that the Republi- 
cans have either voted for Louis Napoleon or abstained; one million 
have probably adopted each of these two courses. And finally, it is 
necessary to remark, that opportunity for discussion, and time for re« 
flection^ have not been afforded, and hence millions have voted firom 
impulse, confusion of ideas, or, perchance, intimidation. 




Pasteboard Hall. 

A late decree of the President having opened to the Minister of the 
Marine and the Colonies a credit of 650,000 francs, for transporting to 
Cayenne such persons as may be proved guilty of having, t» years gone 
hy, belonged to secret societies, the Constitutionnel comes out with a 
geographical and sanitary article, intended to dissipate the '' absurd pre- 
judices" existing against the climate of French Guiana. It asserts that 
the territory is more salubrious than the Antilles, from being exempt 
from the yellow fever ; that it is easy to drafti'^^h^Hcw grounds at the 
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mouths ot the rirers, where decayed animal and vegetable fabfltances 
aeeamalate ; that though a rendence near these stagnant waters is dan* 
geronsy the high grounds are perfectly healthy. The mortality of the 
Frencli garrison there is not greater than in other places; they wero 
employed without eyil effects upon the fortifications, llie moral of this 
article is, that transportation to Cayenne is a blessing ; and that the 
poor population ought to be thankful that they have such a paternal 
gOTemment, which is thoughtful enough to make an expo$tfado law» 
by Tvliich their conveyance to, and maintenance under, the brilliant skies 
of Gmana is humanely provided for. Who wouldn't be transported ? 

The destruction of " Pasteboard Hall'' has commenced. This was the 
building erected in 1848 for the accommodation of the National Assembly^ 
It derived its nick-name from the slight manner in which it was cou- 
stmcted. The furniture and the benches have been removed. Openings 
have been made in the walls, to facilitate the operations of the work-* 
xnen, and the roof is expected to disappear in the course of to-day. The 
xemoval of this structure will disencumber the court of the Chamber of 
Deputies, which it entirely filled with its unsightly proportions. The- 
Chamber will be occupied by the new Legislative Assembly, supposed 
to consist, in Louis Napoleon's forthcoming constitution, of 250 members* 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

FBOSPECT AND BETEOSPECT. 



Last Day of the Year of Qrace, 1851. 
Nothing is more unsafe than wholesale painting of national cha- 
racter ; it is like doing a portrait all in one colour and of one shade. 
It is of necessity in the nature of caricature, which consists for the most 
part in seizing upon a leading feature, and making a &oe of it« Thus ft 
particularly long bulbous nose stands for Lord Brougham; and cavern'* 
ous, onmiscient eyes mean Daniel Webster, all the world over. In the 
same spirit the standard gallery of national portraits in the school 
geographies represents the Dutch as phlegmatic, the French as frivolous^ 
the Spaniard as jealous, the Russian as a bear, the Chinese as a thief, etc. 
This is wrong, or at best a collection of coarse and vulgar national 
antipathies. Nevertheless, there are often to be found, in every country, 
certain peculiar customs which reflect considerable light on national 
character. Of this class is the French shrug of the shoulder, which in 
all its length and breadth is only to be comprehended by one who has 
lived in Paris, where it was doubtless invented, and where it is carried 
to the greatest perfection. ^g,..^^, by v^oogie 
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Yon ludfr.anBiidunaa* " Bo you bdieve in the Bihle ?/'— lie replies hj 
a^ahnig. . Ynn^say to a Freuobmao^ " Sir, jou are a scoundrel !'' — a shrug, 
is the regkj^. You tell him he ia a. basa poltroon 4 jou; have the same 
rmponge.. Say to a lady, ** Madamei the world charn^es you with -wear- 
ing rofogBf'! and* she shrags the. shoulder. Make still more serious 
aecasations^. and she aa[Lswers as before.. Detect your, baker, your 
batcher, your tsook, or youridiambermaid in a theft or. a lie, and you are 
answered bya shrug — ^with perhaps the softening phrase "Mon Dieu, 
JfcmM«tir, qw voukz vom f " Now all great agencies, inmoraJa as \velll 
as physies, are. both cause and .effeet Hiis shrug, of the shoulders is the 
offipriDg of that pkeidity^whieh forms the basis of the French character, 
and which at the same time it fosters and establishes. A^ Frenchman: 
does not connder itrneeessaiy to make up his ndnd whether the Bible 
be true ornot, andhaenoe he. deems it no derogation from his digxiity to 
dodge^-<ov to shrugs— the question*. He does not: deem.it necessary to] 
r^el an; iafamoai chargeu Even a lady is not. disturbed when her 
diaraeter is >cfllkd in .question. . The lower dassea consider an eqniyoca- ' 
tion as «u9affioieQt.apabgy far fraud* 

Tixe sfarug of. thee «hoaldsr, then, exaody sniita such a pe(^l& It is a 
eimpl^ evasion — a.* don'jt know,'— a ' don't carOy'r-How yes, now no — ^it is. 
a bah, pshaw, nonsense ! as the case may be ; it is a mask to hide the 
mind, an ambush to veil the thoughts and purposes. It is any one, or 
two, or all of these together. Everybody knows what it means, and 
yet nobody ever could put ifc into d«finite words. It is no dictionary. 
It is a reply, but no answer. In one word, it is the oil on the axle of 
society — ^it makes everything easy ; and that is Paris life. 

If thiikbe so,.th&8hrag;of. the shoulder is a great national fact, and is 
tabe taken into sn:ioas^fl£coant by philosophers, statesmen, and moralists. 
Hiose who would just . now comprehend, the state of tliing3 in France, 
audin Europe must begin by studying.it. The first question in order 
to understand what is to be the course of. political evesits, is this : — ^Will 
Louis Hapoleon*a dynasty stand? 

Put.the question to France, and the whole nation— Socialists, Hepubli- 
<janarandLegitinri8ta--will reply by a shrug. . If you^ask, Will the French 
peopilr,so fondofliberty^.a^Jeast so fervent in its praise, submit to have 
their.inouth&^topped^—the ^^cess silenced—the best.of the land in exile — 
and. ail this at the dictation- of one whose greatest and most conspicuous 
aetia^perjurif ? — ^and a shmg*of the shoidder will bo. the i^ply 5 to which 
may be added the stamdard phrase — <* Mort Dieu, Monsieur, qpie voulez 
eomf" i^d who shall translate this ?: Lot Paris be put to the torture 
and ail. you will get is^," We don't know — ^we don't carer— bah ! lot us go 
to the opera i" 

Such is the aspect just now. The French gg^Qp%A^®^i^at behind 



TRIC30LOSED SKEXGHBS IN- FABI8. Ill 

Mid beyond the siirug* of tho slumldar,'. is > there not an interpretation? 
lV3io<»jD read'thft riddle? Is. them no Daniel to. tell and to translate 
tiie nation's dxeanuf No dovh^ But- 1 sltall not assume to he the 
piophet.. Col6ri%e saad, '^Tha ELench. are like gio^irdar'-^indiTi- 
dttdljr, tbey<Tesenible the gndns-^-sBontty and contemptible ^ nfttionaUyv 
t^y are like a magazing^ ^ose eoEplosionds terrible.? We see them, jns^ 
now as grains — ^?e may^ ere longsee ihsaai as the expiodii^iiiagazino. 

But will . they bei aa- fifty- years, ago, under the Empire, niakmg war on 
Barope ? Wall there be a JS^apoleon at their head, conquering the armies^ 
of the ocmttnoiKtP WHI theire be fields of Marengo and Ansterlitz ? Will 
there be a contineatal ^rstem, and a general conspiracy foe the 
destruction of England? I give a shmg of the shoulder in reply*. 
Cbances haye favored Louis Napoleon, but the. edifice he builds may 
proreto be of ^pasteboard. In the absence of all other hope of tranqiullity, 
hei^tolerated.. Contempt and disgust may be realty at thebettomof 
the fiobiBissbii of the peojde.. The vote, of 7,500,000 may be a mere, 
popokr sbrug of the shoulder^ a"Mon Dieux* que f>&ulez'V0usf** 

lb treat thoBidjeet a little more^aocording ta the^fosmis of logic, and sup- 
ponng the qnestba* to be«— ^' Whatis to bo the fttture &te of Franoe^ and 
indeed of Esorop^?" — ^for the one involfre»the otherr— we must ooaiaider.: 

1. The actual state of things. 

2. The -peitaoaBl ohara^er of Louis Nupofeon. 

3^ The views of tho leadiBg nations: aa fai.as developed; . 

L The aotnal state of things in Franee is. thisi — ^Louis^ Napoleon is: 
united Chief i or President by 7^00,000 citizens* . In. ail his movoments- 
he has been sastained b^r the army, the Church, and. the property of tho 
oonntry. He* has crushed the National Assembly, and so far at least 
hasreceiTed a|iplause» It is scarcely possible tb consider tins fact as any 
thing less than axsondenmation — axepndiatioii of |)ariiaiiieB^&ry represent 
tatibn— 8iich;as they have seen it — on the part of; the peo^e of France. 

If: this be^ so^ Franca has rejected the only means^ aoeording to my- 
viowB^ of secsozng: ratienal: liberty.. LoBi» Napoleon has crushed 
sodalism, democracy, and republicanism in all their forms, . with . a 
^^iK&kas hand'; he has silenced tho press and sealed the lips ; lie has 
destroyed the means and instruments of liberty, and sent its chief 
yotaries to prison or into exile. In all this, too, he seems to be tolerated* 
if TK)t approved. 

On the surface, ail. ia submission ; the RepoHieans of all shades seem. 
t&httve :dbmdd&edihope. The great middle^ckss — the people of business 
ttJd property— sanction and . generally eubgisct what tike President has 
done* The higher classes declare his system to be the only one suited 
to France. There is some half-hushed grumbling, some gnashing of the 
Wh— some sense of national degradation and shame; but property 
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accepts Louis Napoleon aa its deliverer and its champion* Sinoa |J|f 
first stunning blow, stocks have risen ; the great staples haye adya^e^ 
in price ; and business in general has become hopefiil, if not profital>la»^> 

The Roman Catholic Chnrch, still ubiquitous in its means and f^rsM 
dable in its power, sanctifies all this, and enshrines the person of %a^ 
t^esident in its masses. The army encircles him with its bajonets^ ajoq^ 
lends a ready and efficient hand to enforce his will. The press, ao far as j^ 
is permitted to speak, sustains him. Public men of high positions and 
high names haye been forced— or at least induced — to unite in hif, 
government; and adhesions fix)m every quarter, including many wli^ 
have formerly opposed him, come in like a torrent, and are ostentatioosJi^, 
published in the government journals. ..\\ 

The Northern powers, it is known from definite infonnatioo,;Ase» 
rejoiced at the revolution in France. They consider it as hiwr^Bg» 
annihilated the dreaded progress of liberal ideas, and as having ixm-gged 
the stability of despotic institutions. Believing that the degradatiaii/a(f 
the mass of mankind is the fixed purpose of Providence-^that ■ tliieiii'; 
emancipation and elevation are nightmares of feinaticism, threalexuagr 
ruin to civilization, they rejoice with a hearty and religious satisfaotiam 
over events which seem to place Heaven on their side and against tiby%; 
vast majority of their fellow-men. 

2. The personal character of Louis Napoleon is somewhat enigmatieal. 
His mother, Hortense Beauhamais, was a woman of exceedingly bad 
life, however history may have glossed her annals. It is perfectly -well 
understood — admitted, indeed, on all sides— that Coimt de Momy is her 
illegitimate son. His relationship, as half-brother of the President* ia, 
no doubt, one of the reasons for his being MiniBter of the Interior at tiba 
crisis of the eoup^Hat, Louis Napoleon, though bom during her nni<»a 
with Louis Bonaparte, king of Holland, is very generally regarded aa 
the natural son of a Dutch admiral, notorious as the queen's lover. His 
physiognomy, his complexion, his air and habits are all Dutch ; his man* 
ner is slow and taciturn, and he is constitutionally persistent, not to say 
obstinate. 

Still, he seems convinced of his true Napoleonic blood and origia^ 
and really has, or affects to have, an astrological £edth in his high destiny. 
He believes himself bom tx> walk in the footsteps of the great Napoleon, 
and hence we see him reviving the institutions of the Empire with a sort 
of Chinese fidelity of imitation. He has reached the point and power of 
the First (Consul, and it is generally believed that he will soon put on 
the crown of the Empire. If he does, will he not try to play the 
Emperor at the head of an army ? Bome on by military power, will he 
not be forced by the very momentum of his career to make war on the 
adjacent nations ? Digitized by N^Oogie 
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Will not the army demand the paj, the honors, the excitement, and 
the spoils of war ? Here is a point of difficulty and danger ; but the 
general opinion is, that Louis Napoleon may be kept in check by the 
fear and control of surrounding nations. He may threaten England, 
Imt England will pacify him. He will tell Belgium, Switzerland, and 
fiirdinia to expel refugees and muzzle the press, and he will be obeyed* 
He will cajole Frenchmen with plans, projects, and spectacles — ^to tickle 
flinr &ncy, and perhaps to content their ambition. 

8. I hare in some degree anticipated and answered the third inquiry 
tm to the views of the leading nations of Europe respecting the state of 
things in France. It is known that Louis Napoleon has received the 
sanction of the principal states of Europe— either directly or indirectly. 
He is now seeking an alliance with some European princess, and hopes 
thtis to melt himself into the charmed circle of monarchy. A princess of 
I Sweden is just now the candidate for the palace-home of the Tuileries. 

Such is the chronicle of the af^rs of state. How little in all this do 
the daring masters of Christendom seem to think that there is a God in 
hearen, or a people reflecting his image on earth! For the moment 
power seems committed to them, and a gloomy veil gathers around the 
luffixan. Yet all is not night. Even in the darkest we see the starsy 
and the moon shines to reflect the rays of the sun, even though fbr the 
time he has set. The people ore not dead, though they may be sleeping. 
Jn the icy regions of despotism there is a constant march onward. 
Every port of Europe is gradually advancing, even under despotism. 
Justice is a fact— an axiom — even in the men who feed on the sod almost 
Hke quadrupeds. 

If we take the measure of a few years, we shall see, in the oscillations 
of light and darkness, a wider and still wider swing of the pendulum of 
tmth. Let us hope ; this is our privilege. Let us believe ; this is our 
I* doty. Property, armies, priests, kings, princes, thrones, dynasties, tell 
us that a long winter of despotism has set in for Europe. They chuckle 
over it, and laugh to scorn humanity, despoiled of its suffi*age, its liberty 
of speech, its press, its high hopes and generous sympathies. But 
humanity will still have its vindication. 

For a season, power is against it. The people must wait, and in 
; the mean time let them reflect. How is it they have been cast down and 
bound hand and foot P The people of Europe have been led into extremes, 
into nltraisms. They followed false leaders and false gods. They are 
under reproof; but their chastisement comes from One who watches over 
thean, and it will be the source of future success. Humanity will yet 
■ be relieved from the charge laid at its door — that in the mass it is base, 
foolish, ignorant and accursed, and that it is given to kings and princes 
to use it and abuse it as they please. 

Digitized by V^OOyitr 
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CHAPTlEll rXXII. 



A LONG LIST OF EXILES— FATHEE, SON, ANI> THE HOLT 6H0ST-«* 
LITHOGBAPHIC VlJSIFSEKt. 

J«a««y. 140^1852. 
The following ftre tke fMB nc» - to dliar ts noafc ^■Miririm xettd/enk-^-of 
some of the sizty^u: memfwrg of tiie Natiunti Anexabfy ^inddfiiutely 
Immshed,'* bj a reoent ^residentaal ^BciBe, d&9om £^ Xhe 

greater part of 'them am fceialiBli t-^ 

Victor 'Hugo, XlieodanJbiCi 

Charles lAgraage, Buponl^ 

Kadavd, Chmvavy ^ 

fichfleleheTy Fterre JjStBm^ 

De Flotte, Jsiw Xoronz, 

Maffier Mon^m, M«tiBaa (db h. fimne), 

XU»p^ Noelfaitfidt 

The following <ai>e exiled ttmpanoily, or st tiie ^f ainrction of ttt 
ftresideiit:**— 

Dttveiyer Ad ffaarinne, Befi^aaMd^ 

Creteni, JaleB^biiMiftayiie, 

Oen. Laoiond^e, JSmfle jie fiuwnibu 

Oen. Chaagamier, Paaoai D^nsI* 

Baze, } Edgar Quinet, 

j^^Jlate^aeatojrs, Anthany ThwwBt. 

Gen. Bedeau, Yktor CaMLnffiNC, 

Thieiw, Venigmf. 

Chamboile, 
In this list ai» all the African graenila of difihiiwhHWi, except CaTaig 
oae ; the most pTosmnent Orleaoists ; M. ChamboUei late editor of th| 
legitimist news^per L'Ordr^ ; and M. Giiardin, editor oi the J^resaB^ 
the five last are Republicans. The whdle party jwt set at liberty &o]| 
Ham are included in this Hst, with the cxoeptaon of Gharras^ wlio j 
one of the sixty-«ix doomed to p^^etual banifihment. The only pro 
minent membera of the ultra-democratic party, whose names I do nd 
find in either of the two lists, are Midid de Bourges and Jules Favr^ 
Cavaignac and Lamartine axe imscsthed. They are probably not cozjfa 
sidered dangerous, the one having lately married a young wife, and tl^ 
other slowly recovering from a long and painM illness. Alexandf 
Dumas has Toluntarily left for Brussels. 
The papers containing these two decrees were hawked about ti 
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I -with tiie dry—'" The new cot^ d^Hat of Louis Nkpokon ! " 
to have been received with indifference by the people, who haye 
grown calions to all that transpires in the political world. If Lama^- 
tine were linked with a felon« and wheeled throogh the streets on ^a 
"tandcart, I doubt whether they would wake from, their lethargy. Cei^ 
tainl am that a sycophantic press would i^plaud the act, as illustrative 
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of the clemency, or of the salutary severity, of the govenunent. Uaim 
io the Pat/8, in its remarks upon the exile of the African generals irr r> 

^ As fiir the men who have just been expelled from the oountry^iVt^ 

'hope Ihey will meet this trial with that dignity whidi coistitutcflf.tbp 

'nobiliiy of misfortune. Some of them have served France with sti;iJd3pg 

courage, either by shedding their blood or czpofidng their lives, .SSbsf 

'will again serve it by the patriotism of resignation." .tmin 

The Patrie says upon the same subject: — oi'7 

'* The hour of justice has arrived. The government has giv^^utll^ 
parly of order and conservatism a great example. It strikes the wid^ 
to protect the good. It rises above consideration of persons to the^traib^l 
and serene region, from which, firmly regarding the general situation of 
Europe, it discovers the crime to punish, the evil to extirpate, B»infjffi 
peril to remove." j>j •>] ri 

As M. Bonaparte does not CMidescend to specify the crimes off^ldrti 
these men have been guilty, or to adduce any proof of their giH2t»;il^ 

I 2 
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^maj certainly doubt whether it is not rather malice than seyere justux 
' which has condemned them. But while stating that the ojftcial j(tiX^S^ 
gives no reason fbr this measure, I ought to saj that the confid^fMfi 
'journal does. I find the following passage in the Constittxttonnel: — " 
' << In the second list are individuals, several of whom have occui^^ 
Important positions in the government and in the army, and have ef^ 
rendered services to the country. Carried away by the passion '"(Cil 
parliamentary straggles, they have put France in periL Their irrit^ 
tion naturally survives their defeat. Their removal is a measure of safetf, 
taken in behalf of public tranquillity, and we may also add, irUendeSLf^ 
protect them from themselves!^ 

It may be supposed that half of the ninety exiles are men of m^uoiTi 
but fully half will be reduced to penury, when driven into coiuits 
whose languages they do not speak. I know that one of them at 
who had risen from the position. of a master-builder to a degree ot \ 
sideration which rendered him a prominent candidate for the presi4e] 
would be glad of employment, at two dollars a day, as a carpenter, 
enable him to support a wifb and two children. Of course there) 
many others in the same destitute condition. Before applauding i 
measure of repression, I should like to be sure that it is just. I c 
take the Fatrie^a word for it. Till the guilt of these men is proved, i 
the danger of their stay in the country clearly shown, I shall ^^ 
them innocent ; till Louis Napoleon acquaints the world with his niotiro 
for their exile, the world will have an evident right to believe ih^^% 
was actuated by none better than vengeance, hatred, and malice^ ' ' 

It is rumored on all sides that two decrees will soon appear, toTtfae 
following effect : the one declaring the confiscation of the Orleans effiate, 
«&d .the other ordering all civilians, all but military gentlemen in^faLct, 
to cut off their mustachios, and forbidding their cultivation in fimue. 
Thi^: is legislation in earnest. It is said of Julius Csesar, that he could 
^'tlie same time employ his ear to listen, his eye to read, his hsula to 
^mte, and his mind to dictate. Louis Napoleon can shave with J&oth 
hands, the House of Orleans with one, and a nation's upper lip :witti., thaj 
other. ^ .^ i 

The papers in Louis Napoleon's interest do not hesitate to publish the 
i&Ilo#ing anecdote, as if it were on their side of the question : — 
• A peasant presented himself at the polls on the 21st of December^ wjd 
Requested the mayor to give him a voting ticket. *' For whom do you ^roh 
'to vote ?" asked the mayor. "Why, for the emperor, of course.*' '^^^^ 
emperor is dead, my fine fellow." " Well, for the son, then." . « Thi^ son 
is dead too." "Well, then, 111 vote for the Holy Ghost; for I fiupp<»e 
he's yet alive, though the Father and the Son are dead." The mayor 
h&nded a bulletin, bearing the word "Oui," to the applicant^ wlu> 
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^litway deposited it in the urn. You will not Ml to be moTed at 

i^jmple superstition of the honest rustic But this is not the worst. 

-'engraving has appeared, in which the Trinity are very prominent 

The principal character is the President of the French 

ibliG ; in the sky, and peering forth from the clouds, are the three 

^jmembers of the Godhead. They form a sort of halo around the elect of 

jKiyexi miiiions and a hal( and gaze on him with evident signs of appro- 

*tation. The Father is smiling blandly; the Son is affected eyen to 

'tears ; while the face of the Holy Spirit is positiyely distorted by excess 

of emotion! What can you expect better than such lithographic 

^lasphemy, after the declaration of the Bishop of Chartres that ** Ood is 

^d^^ Louis Napoleon Bonaparte ;'' after the exclamation of the Dean of 

^ clergy of Paris, "Prince, your heayen-blessed work shall succeed, in 

pite^of all difficulties ;" after the letter of the Pope of Bome, in which 

,e 81^ of the 2nd of December, that Gfod paid on that day the debt that 

he, Qhureh owed to France / When bishops blaspheme, and popes are 

I, it is no more than natural that a nation which illustrates every- 

should make their profEinity pictorial. But it must not be supposed 

the whole nation is caught by such devices as these. I haye heard 

'president a good deal ridiculed for entering into partnership with 

kTppe. Ko longer ago than last night, a gentleman amused a highly 

jinii-KapoleQnic drde by saying, that if he ever had any children, he 

^quld teach them a catechism something like the following : — 

O. Who made youP 

A.. Louis Napoleon Bonaparte. 

0- Who is Louis Napoleon Bonaparte ? 

. A. God. 

Q. Who is God? 
A. Louis Napoleon Bonaparte* 

Q. Who are the three members of the Trinity, or Godhead ? 
A. Louis-Napoleon-Bonaparte, Bonaparte-Louis-Napoleon, and Napo« 
Ifion-Bonaparte-Louis. 

Q. What was the last plan of redemption for a lost world invented 
by this Holy Trinity .?» 
A. The cot^ d'Stat of the 2nd of December. 

The continuation of this catechism, which sounded yery well in French, 
and was a yery logical induction from what we see going on around us, 
se^ms rather too daring when rendered into uncompromising English ; 
so I think it better to withhold it. 

The President has twice altered his signatmre. Instead of signing his 
name in fall, he at first adopted the formula of L. N. Bonaparte, but has 
finally concluded to drop the Bonaparte, and now signs Louis Napoleon. 
All decrees are dated at the palace of the Tuileriee,^-^^^^^^^ by ^OO^ie 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE COK8TIT0TION FOll 01f£ GBHT—M. DB KOSNT ON BVOSBXT AJXB 
OOBSUPTION^-FIItST HSffXHDlT IN HZSTOBT OF GOTEBNliESIT. GIXDI- 
BaTBB. 

Josnary 22ad, 18S^ 
In the preamble of his Constitatioii jastr made public, Louis Napdeos 
affects to give his motiyes and reasons, in a lump, fbr promulgating tbe 
document, of which he is the author. He would have done wdl to 
continue giTing his reasons throughout, and to specify, alter each artidu^ 
the particular train of argument which resulted in thai artidstB ftAo^ 
tion. We could easily imagine what some of these oommeBts wMdl 
have been. As thus : — J 

Abt. V:— " The Pl^sident of the Republic is- responsible befiore HA 
French people, to whom he always has tho rijg^ht oi appealin|K.'^ 

Our illustrious predecessor Sam Patch ooee said that some ttu^gi 
might be done as well as otiiers : stnnebody ebe has said tiiat wM; iMi 
been done once may be done again. I Ha^e appealed once to tfktvjmji^ 
and they absolred me from perjury, and aefmtted me of massacie. llf 
simple-hearted creatures wiH acquit me of any horror- ov toUSb^ thai it 
may fall to my lot to commit. 

Abt. XIV.—" The Ministers, members of the Senate, of the Legkb- 
tive Body, and the Council of State, offieens on hmd and cm sear <fl 
magistrates and functionaries, will take the following oatb: — ^T simr 
obedience to the Constitution andjidelity to the President' *' 

The idea of my making other people take a solemn oath, after thofiaams 
example I set about six weeks ago, would be liidieroa» anywhere'lNitin 
France. I should not have dared to do it, as it is, had I nottakeBfte 
precaution to choke the Charivari. I had cmce thought <^ taking Hit 
oath myself; but Persigny told me that it would be rumiDg' tiur tfaiag 
into the ground. 

Abt. XIX.-—" The number of Senators cannot exceed ld(y .* i6 m^baA 
for the first year at 80." 

Perhaps next year I ebaH be sure of tdO^deyoted ft^^rmmi ■ Fde tiie 
present, the ground' being new and the path untiie^ I'cas on^anafft 
about 75, to saTe my soul. Besides, if in the first 80^ there ie a vaufmbf 
against me, I can swamp it by new ad^nissioof oftried' and tme- mou 

Abt. XXII. — ** The fonctions of Senator are gratuitoiBs Imfcnevvdhe- 
less the President may grant, in consideration of tliair aefvieey mzfsmiiSL 
fortunes, personal dotations, not beyond, howerer, 6^000* doHtUB a ycBB/* 

Thus such Senators as quietly obey my will and do as I bid them, wfil 
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receive ah aimtts^ salary : sueh as rate against me, or oppose my incH- 
Bations, -wiil get notking at ftU. 

Akt. XXXIH.— **In case of i^ dissidtttion of the Legislative Body, 
the Senate, upon the proposition of the President of the RepnbKc, pro- 
iHes ibr eXi that is neeessary for tbe mfliBteti«nee of tile Gotemment." 

So that, in case I tiim the Legislative Body out of dtoors (as I fre- 
quently shall do, just to keep my hand in), the legislative ri^t retttms 
direct to m&. For I sttppose- that everybody has remarked that the 
Senate, as I have arranged' ft, is notMiig hnt myself multiplied by 80, or 
myself subdivided into 8^ indfvidualities. 

Abt. XXXVL — ^**The Bepntles'are chosen by universal sufBra^, and 
by secret ballot." 

I have trieiiff every earthly "Vfay, and' in several* that were unearthly, to 
avoid investing the peojde with any voice in the difficult matter of 
government. But Persigny sensibly observed, that if I am a representa- 
tive of anything, if I am pledged to one thing more than another, that 
thing is universal sufirage. I notice^ that Jhznch styles my system as 
^Universal Suffering and vete by Ballet" I must endeavor to obtain 
t&e sappresoion of Piiftch, Though 1 am' oHigedf thus to consent to a 
popular election, I have neverlft^eBs managed, by Article XXXVIL, to 
««fttrol ^be sekctioa of caatdtdates, and Hhxxs pack l£e House. 

Abt. XXXVII.--" The Deputies receive no salary.*^ 

By 'this article I render it impossible for Bepublicans to become 
BBiBmbiedrs of the Legislative Body. Gentlemen of that political faith are 
generally too poor to indulge in legislative sports for nothing. They 
ca&!t have tW6nty*live fisuncs a day during my time. But men that 
have property to lose and money to keep, all belong to the grand party 
of Order, HeUgion, and Family, of which I am the head and the front. 

Afi31 XL. — "Any amendment adopted by the committee of the House 
charged to examine a bUI, vdll be sent, vnthout discussion, to the Council 
€(f State. If the amendment is not adopted by the Council of State, it 
caimdt be re-submitted to the deliberation of the Legislative Body."^ 

Having claimed, in a previous article, the initiation of aU laws for 
jttpK^ I deprive, by this article, the Legislature of the power of making 
any amendments to which I do not give my approbation. 

AKK XLIL— "The sessions of the Legislative Body are pubHc, but 
tfte reports in the newspapers will be nothing more than a literal 
eo^ of the brief official digest made out at the issue of each day's 
eearnxm, by the president of Ihe Legislative Body.'* 

The president of the Legislative Body wiH, therefbre, control the 
leportB of its daily doings; the foUovdng article shows how I get the 
eodrft control of the president of the Legislative Body :— 

Akt. XLni.—" The president and the vice-presidents of the Legis- 
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latiTe Body are appointed for one year by the President (tf the Bepiibli^ 
They are chosen from the members of the body. The afHaxj of thft; 
president of the Legislatiye Body is fixed by a decree of the Presidesxtf^: 
the Bepnblic" . ^, 

80 that I not only appoint the president, but I fix his salaiy aceordli^g 
to his merits. If diis is not getting a man nnder yonr thumb, J iBh||«U r 
like to know what is. ' t. 

Abt. XLYI.— << The President of the Bepublic oonvokes, adjomi% 
prorogues, and dissolves the Legislatiye Body." 

Persigny says that he has a contempt beforehand for the two hundredr 
and fifty representatives of the people, who will consent to accept^ 
office from which they may be at any moment summarily, andt wbat m^. 
worse, constitutionally, ejected. I told him that I did tius on piv]^o^ . 
in order to inflict one good and lasting disgrace upon the principle 41^ 
representative government. ..11 

Akt. XLVIII.— "The Councillors of State are appointed byjiy^, 
President of the Republic, and revocable by him." - ,. ;^'',:i 

As the Council of State is to prepare the laws to be submitted to .f^g 
Senate and Legislature fbr acceptance, it is important that !• shoii^l^ 
control the former body as completelynas 1 do the two othais.. :ji 
rather think that the Council of State will acknowledge my sup^mafsg^ 
like everybody else. ^, >t 

For the general spirit in which my constitution was conoeiva^^^ 
refer the whole civilised world to the peroration. I consider it-^^gg^ 
triumph. .v/'p 

''May this constitution assure to our country many calm and ft^^s^Q 
perous days ! May it prevent the return of those intestine 9truggi<^jj]q^^ 
which the victory, however legitimate it may be, is always diQ9pr|y 
bought ! May the sanction which you have bestowed on my ^ffixrtfiji^} 
blessed by Heaven ! Then will peace be secured within and withi^g^i 
then, indeed, will my desires be fulfilled, and my mission be acQQiiir>~ 
plished!" i^ 

When I read this affecting passage to Persigny, I observed that ^ 
placed the end of his thumb upon the end of his nose, and play^ fU|,^ 
invisible flageolet with his fingers. He thus expressed his disdain, l^l^d 
my own, too, I may add, for the foolish people that has accepted mi^tpt 
ten or twenty years, I forget which. I believe I said ten, but I nt^^X^ . 
twenty. ..^;; »( 

Such is my constitution. I foresee that it wiH be published is|a 
pamphlet form, and sold in the streets for one cent. My own candB 
impression is, that that is considerably more than it is worth. \ . , ^ 

Thus might speak M. Bonaparte, if he were inclined to make pubCo { 
the details of the manufacture of this constitution. His whole objf^ 
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bMr^'tiettt to enshrixie the present dictatorial ripima in an inatrunient 
^i^UtU ng to endow the country with free institations. It is nothing 
Mii^flaui absolutism^ rendered still more absolute by being diaehed by 
a ocmstitntion. It is irresponsibility legalised; the one-man-power 
sfH^libned and sanctified by seal and signature. It can but be evident 
t^^iBrNirho oarefolly read the constitution, I do not say study, ibr stody 
it does not require, that the President will be none the leas supreme, 
afiiSttte, irresponsible, with his senators and councillors of state, than 
he was on the morning of the 2nd of December. The French Constitntioii 
0^1^62 is, and was meant to be, a mockery of constitutional goyemments. 

'By comparing it with Napoleon's Constitution of the year VIII., it 
iffl^be found that eyery departure in the former from the plan of 
titi^^ fatter places power in the hands of Louis Napoleon which the 
Ktsfe-Consul never held or sought to hold. It has been so often said 
-Oiat the Nephew is a mere servile imitator of the Uncle, that it is 
x^fj^lable to see the multiplicity of instances in which he not only 
&II0WB in his footsteps, but actually gets ahead of him. I make a rapid 
aft g lyiiH of the principal points of difference, for such as have not the 
syfiflH^Df comparing the two Constitutions for themselves. 

^The'TliM; Consul did not command the land and sea forces; the Presi- 
dun^froes*' 

Napoleon did not claim the right of declaring war ; such a declaration 
lAw^^d&cussed and decreed like a simple law : Louis Napoleon retains 

The Unde could not conclude and sign a treaty of peace, alliance, or 
oraiuttecce, without the sanction of the Legislatiye Body.; the Nephew 
nffo^pM to himself that right in the 6th article of his Constitution. 

"^te-Firlt Consul had the right of appointing to many offices, but not 
t^iH^lfts the President has. He could neither appoint Justices of the 
Beitfae^^ nor Judges in the Supreme Court {Juges de CatsoHon), and he 
ooiM-not revolt at pleasure the civil and criminal magistrates whom he 
had already raised to office. All this the President can do. 

^Ni^Ieon did not hold the pardoning power, and there is no mention 
cmhfii Attribute of sovereignty in his Constitution. Louis Napoleon 
h&l& iStoB power by the 9th article of his Constitution. 

'^^^ State of Siege, or, as it vnis called fifty years ago, << the Snspen- 
tSAtti iSne Empire of the Constitution," could only be decreed by a law. 
Louis Napoleon declares the State of Siege by his own individual 



^llft^leon did not hold the power of dissolving and dispersing the 
Lejg;i8latiye Body. This monstrous privilege is daimed by Louis Napotleon, 
iaf^ 46th article. 

^Bjf ^ Constitution of the year YIIL, the dtuBBns ^)^^^^ right 
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of petitiottDg^ to all cooititiitod boctiM. Foe the fatanr tke Sai^Jbumky 
can be adtened hj Urn petitimni of the inhabkaiiti* 

These am ths principal differeiKes between the twa ConditatioDaiiy asi 
itvendentr^iat Lenis Napoleon, thottgh he haa onlf airiTed ait Itet 
atege o£ the loute -which conci^wiids wi1& the Qmsalate, poesetae^ bpf 
antuspatzoiiy th» power wielded, some years later, hy the Emperor. 

The eireidar of tiie Minister of the Interior to the prefects, j^eaciibi&g! 
cectain piaas to be Allowed in the eUet^aa to tbt Legaalathre Body, baa 
a|ipearod in the M^mieur^ The mimster etmmitmm^ hy saying tbal 
lUBTetaal aoffirage ia a new and nntnedr and coaseqpHntly dsan^fmosuh 
element in Franee.- It is^ therefove, highly neeessacy to coniQeol it.. Far 
thb reaaon, the Constipation forbids the pnblscaKiM of the spoediea deli^ 
Tared in tiie hons^ thna fbnsing the members to aMead tothe a^lhiss o£ 
the oonatry, instead of being d)o<|aent for ^joncombe; The. gtxfextaxasDt 
i» finnly icsolYed never to make use of cocniptaon,.aBd theireliHre deeiraa. 
torsee men, indqiendent by tiidr Bitoatien aodL chaxafltea,^ retlinued. to the ' 
Aaunbiy. It woidd pre^ men who hafite madto^ tbnr finatttnea by hkafy* 
TnaBtifagtares, or s^nenltuier m^i who- htBOf^ endeaireved to impro^\tfae 
condition of their woKkman, or who hmve madje- & nubia una ci theia 
pn^rty,. to marel^ pelitiaal nnn. 

The prefects of the departments are to prepare a list of suck candid 
dates who seem to hav« a fiur ohasee of obtaiadaga majoaity of th^ vat4ev. 
aadsend it to tiie Minister of the InterioVr wha wdlL Idiien ^'^trnkenit^ 
tingly recommend such as, he shall select to the confidence of the eiectorsf 
A&- there iato be buit one candidato fos eaeh seeil^ elaetowd. meettoga to 
diaeoBs the merita of that candidate ynftM b& etstaaeiy nseleas^ The 
prefects axe,.theKe&iye^to pvevent any preparatory meetiags'or^eketoralr 
renniona. IL. de Momy conchides with a long essay on bcibery andoor- 
n^tioD. It is- evident from thai, cirenkr, tliat the govemment is to. ehoosa 
266 man fhmt the move pcominent advooatos of r^iginn and fiusdly, and' 
fosee the cmmtry to dect ti^m by on ^resistible majority* Thn^ 
Lonis Napoleon will have Mmaelf choeen, either directly or indirestlyv 
ewesj individaaL officer of tibe. gcMrenunent, ftom the* Minister of tbe 
Interior at Pans, to' the game^kaeper at' ^aaAmme t the Mimators by 
undisputed right ; the GounciLdf Stato, a«d the Senate by assuming the 
ri^t in the Conatitiideni; dl 1^ olBae^ little and big^ by the sixth 
arttde of that imrtromant; and finally, the whole Legisiativie Body by 
coHraion with the prefecta. Sueh is; the host gaap of parliament^ 
government in France I 



y Google 



TBXOOLOBEB SKETCHES IK PABIB. 12S 



CHAPTER XXXIT. 
lis mobny: resigns— the empekoe gives a BALI— a glance at THir 

KBWBPAPEBS. 

EvBNTS come throngmg before ns in rapid airceession. Louis Nftpdleoa's 
Oonatitution has been repubHsbed and digested on jojxt side of ths 
Atlantic. ThiB amazing act of the drama once pkyvd, notfaii^ ens 
increase our wonder. Decree after decree is annonneed with impstiest 
haste. These measures, taken together, seem comf^eteiyto change t^ 
maehxner^r of the Government. Let me notice one or two of the most 
prominent 

On the 23rd instant there was a material' change in the Misistty. 
BeMomy^ Louis Napoleon's half-brother, the Minister of the Interior, was 
£a|^aced, and was succeeded by M. de Persignj. The reason fbr thiv was, 
Hait the President had determined to confiscate the greatest pnrt oi tba 
immffnsB estate of the Orleans fiunily in Pranee, vTdned at 300,000^6100 
&anc8. De Morny was unwilling to partioipftte in tite measore, aai 
hence, he resigned. The "sequestration immedmtely feUawed. 

Ttishardly necessary to say that tibss proceeding caused an iaaamam 
amsation. The Radicals claim it as a Socialist measure, and mai^ wet« 
seen chuckling at the comers or&e streets a» they read* the President's 
]gtodamaiion of the confiscation. People of property, in whose name 
Louis Napoleon has seized power, took a very diflferent Tiiew of the 
matter. The funds wavered and fell, and Ihe people, before husdied intor 
timid silence, grew bold and murmured aloud. So deep and genefal was 
the feeling of reprobation, that the Monifeur has attempted to allay it, by 
aasoring the public that no.more " exceptional measures^ vrill be resorted 
to.. This has been insufficient to appease Ihe irritation. Even the Oot/uti- 
tuiionnel,. one of the moat servile Government supporters, revoited, aad 
intimated yesterday,, in its columns, that Louis Napoleon wonM reeal 
the olmoxious decree, and leave the subject to the dednon of the Legu^^ 
latnre and the Senate. It iis possible, though not prohabfe, thai iM» 
may be the course of things. IT it be so, it will be a sig:n of weahnaaf 
on. the part of the Government; and will serve to break the duirm whifili; 
has gathered round the President, firom an idea that he'i»imffinohing ia 
IMizpoBe. 

The state of things here, just now, would appear less certain and serttidi 
dxan waa expected. As I have said, tiie funds have been semawhat 
depreflsed. The shopkeepers of Paris are load in theirxomplaintB of the 
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want of bnsiiiess. The manufacturers have become timid, and will diif 
undertake work upon orders. Various signs of an uneasy state of wk 
public mind are afloat. One of these is, a rumour that the President is 
going to foUow out a series of revolutionaiy measures, designed to secure 
the fiiTor of the Republicans and Democrats. The first step, according 
to the report, will be a reduction of the interest on the five per cent. 
Goyemment stocks to four per cent, and this, too, without the conditioli 
of refunding the principal, in case the holder prefers to take it It Ib 
well known that Louis Napoleon was once tinged with Socialism, and 
wrote in fitvor of it. It is ejected by some that we shall yet see bi^ 
exercisfng his despotic power in consonance with those ideas. It & 
certain that he intends to give work to the masses, which will dzlter 
little, except in form, £rom Ledru KoUin's exploded national worki^ppi. 
At the same time, he has filled his Senate with men of high-sounding 
names and lofty pretensions, and he hajs also restored the interdictxA 
titles of nobility. I cite these rumours only as evidences of the unqijotet 
itate of public affairs. 

The grand ball at the Tuileries on the night of the 24th was intend^ 
as a means of restoring Paris to its gaiety, as well as to install the Tr^ 
sident in the palace of the Emperor. Some 4,500 persons were present 
The splendid suite of reception-rooms was thrown open, and the pi^p- 
gramme of the pageant was much the same as in Napoleon's time. TBa 
diplomatic corps were received in the Salle de Familk, The ceremony 
lasted for an hour, and was found tiresome by those concerned in ^ 
The President, followed by the great personages, then moved into d£e 
superb Salle des MarSchauz, or Hall of the Marshals. Five rows lof 
benches, covered with red velvet, received the court ladies, twinkling 
with diamonds and other gems. Conspicuous among them was tfie 
Princess Mathilde, with a glittering coronet of nameless cost There 
was a fair show of beauty, and our countrywomen maintained their 
accustomed ascendancy. 

The ball was opei^ed by a waits, in which the Prince Poniatowski and 
Lady Douglas took the lead : others soon followed, and the mazy whirl 
was kept up till a late hour. But the general aspect of the scene was 
lull, not to say gloomy. The immense preponderance of military men, 
and the unfinished state of the apartments, gave the spectacle a kind of 
barrack appearance. The lights were dim, and altogether the palace 
saloons contrasted strongly with their cosy and comfortable look in Louis 
Philippe's time. There were other comparisons, I suspect, in many minds, 
not &vorable to the passing scene. Louis Philippe and his stately 
Queen— a model of dignity and ^drtue — were but ill replaced by Louis 
Napoleon and the corrupt mistress of the present court Despite the 
costly preparations and the great efibrt of the Govemme^ta tmake this 
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poft reception at the Tnileries a brilliant aflBsur, it was generally regarded 
lllTa failure. 

/ Tbe Prince Hmself appeared in tolerable spirits. I stood near him 
Ibr^soine time, and observed hun closely. In person he is of a Ticdgar 
joiivald — stout, and square-shouldered, and stiff in his manners. He 
lli^er seems at ease, and when standing, he rocks slightly from one foot f 
to the other, like a sailor. He often relieves a seeming uneasiness by i 
pacing his fore finger over his moustache. His hair is thin and brown, 
Jijs countenance dull and stoM; his eye is half-closed and fishy. On the 
present occasion it was lighted by a sort of pearl-oyster radiance, but I 
siftw no stronger demonstration of emotion. He eat and drank with 
jB^parent relish, and for the first time, he slept at the Tmleries. How 
jpany dreams of ambition were that night fiilfilled ! 
/J Yet, after all, it is quite possible that he spent happier homrs in his 
^psjon at Ham than he can now command either at the Tnileries or the 
^ysee. He cannot but be aware of the bitter curses that are every day 
caied down upon his head by the thousand victims of his tyranny, in 
jgiison and in exile. Nor can he be imconsdons of the bodily peril in 
jr^ch, he constantly stands, I6r one attempt at least has already been 
Inade upon his life. 

The/condition of the press here is an interesting and suggestive topic. 
^^&B suppression of the newspapers was synonymous with the coup-dftat. 
^!he Pairie and one or two other journals soon came out gingerly, with 
^fthy bulletins, setting ferth incidents, accidents, and events &vorable 
'%! the government. The oracles spoke as they were bidden. The 
,et&ielj Moniteur proceeded steadily in its diurnal parade of the Fresi- 
^Ulitial decrees. In columns, entitled non-official^ it bestows on the 
^^emment unbounded eulogy. 

^ ' Some of the newspapers have arisen firom the grave, but most of thran 
'^t^ger with palsied and timid step before the public. Others, including 
^idl the democratic 'journals, rest in the sleep that knows no wakii^. 
^Among these are the National^ the lUpMiquei the JRevohUion, and the 
^AvSnementy all papers of high talent, and embracing in their editorial 
corps persons known all over the world for their literary abilities. The 
'Pays, Lamartine's paper, is now on the side of the government. It is 
.'agreeable to state that this distinguished publicist has ceased to be con- 
nected with the organ to which his talents gave name and &me. The 
'/fWo Legitimist papers, the Ordre and the Opinion Publique, have ceased 
^:i-&e first through the exile of its chief editor, and the latter by positive 
^^suppression, because it appeared with blank spaces in its columns, where 
/the censors had struck out condemned paragraphs. The witty Charivari, 
^iio longer permitted to feed on the crumbs that fell firom the tables of 
'the politicians, lives, lean and hungry, on bits picked up here and there 
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muQOg the ccowd. Leon FBndier Ivm girea pkee to the Bal Meufmif 
and OdiUon Bairot to another series of Lea JEnfana Ternbles, 

The D ^ai $ t he eober, vensiMe, dignified DehaU-^iacoasBea of the 
ixQamoBgen^ strike in England, and other topios as fitr off from Pteis^a 
pessiUe. It often skips aoross iSbe Atlantic to find some flaw in o«s 
ittstitatUiBs and nannera, and to gr?e a eoi9» de ffraee to KessKtfa. This 
man haa nine Uvea, or he had died long ago of ^bB lances whieh ^hs 
.nMnmcfakal sheete ha;7e given him. The CamtUmtimmei and the PMr*s 
are the chief working organs of Ike goTemmeiit, and ore able and 
xeakna in its behall As there is no voioe to qneation their facts mr piok 
« flaw in tiieir logic, the despotism is Topresented as Qntodysaeeesaftd; 
Enzope is safed, and France in a state of miUenaium. 

Oalignam's Messenger, published in English, as ywiknow, has a toriK- 
oos path to tvead. Formerly its oohmms were filled with daily estmeta 
fiom the London joamak. It is now obliged to pick and ahsose wtth 
great eMEdan. It reminds one of an ass feeding on brambleB^coBtait 
to take the sharp, serrated leaves, bat a Ettle <shary of manching the 
thorny stalks. ICeTcrtheless, by hook and by crook, its colnnms are 
iiUed. Taking long leaders fi^ the London Post, eulogistic of Louis 
Napoleon and all he has done; snipping short passages, half-pane- 
gync and half-condemnatory £rom the Tune$, Chronick, and JExfXr 
miner, mingling in interminable reports of muiders, tnals, ahipwreoks, 
andstaamers burnt at sea ; dressing up the adyentares of a eat Hmt dashed 
into a oonfectionary shop, and rushed oat again all cohered with czeam^ 
and piekiBg four or five cofaunns from the Amexican newc^pers in 
balk, it ooutianes to make its daily appearance, and seems to be as plnnp 
and hearty as nsuaL 

Such is the state of the newspaper press in Paris. Yon«aa readity 
conceive how weary and stale it most seem to a pei^le who have been 
accustomed of late to tiie exdt^ement of discussion, not <«ly by the pxeas, 
but at the tribune. The stillneas of despotism, the difficult breathing of 
a stifled atmosphere, cast a gloom over Paris that no arts of the govern- 
ment, no hals mas^s, no junketiagB at the Tnileries, can wholly dissi- 
pate. Kossuth, in one oi his many happy illustrations, says—*' Jf every 
one were to belong to one party, there would be only an unilateral con- 
sideration of every question. In order to grind wheat and make flour 
of it, two stones, you know, are necessary ; one must rub against the 
other, and then comes out the flour. And so it is with truth — so it is 
with conviction.'* The press of Paris is a mill of one stone, and it grinds 
for the government. What but deception can be its product ? Never- 
theless there is another stone silently at work, and that is the common 
sense, the conscience of the people. Tyranny cannot long suppress these. 
The result of reflection is beginning already to manifest itself in France. 
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it 3B troe that tiiere «ze gieat latervts and -wide fields of inquiiy 
distinot £raaii. ipeiitics. It is one of the ohajraGteiisties of Franoe that At 
«& ikneai, cnircsi amid the tannoiL of xeTohition and muurchj, there axe 
•hfi^uEM of leat&ad mso. quietly and ateadUy deroted to sdenoe. It is 
«» BBqc The ieaiaed leetnreB on the Latin aide d the Seine are pro- 
aOBdmg;, naadm&w iMja jtiioe:L«rd Broughaia delighted an audieQce at 
ite AoniBBiPf of Sciaaoea, hj a disaertation en mathematical qiiestiona. 
Ifc-n mim iame thatihsiheotse and the opera preaant their attractions. 
ftit the spirit cf soeiety is donded. It is a cnxioiis fact, that, amid 
«il -the wtimctikxDB «f iia» great Napokoa's empire^ iiteratmre did not , 
iamisAi. iSven .Ins power eoiildnot maJse letters li^ and thrive under 
despotism. Genius must hanre air — a blessing given by the Almighty 
^m&k io ikm aad. In the damp and chunmy atmosphere of a state of 
-aiege, it eani&ot ha expected that Bam should bloom mth poetry or its 
Ifcitidzad oDbs. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



THE BITLXTINCHES MAKE LOVE NEVBRTHELESB — OOKFISOAZiOIl AMD 
CAYENNE— THE BULLET IS NOT TBT CAST. 

February 5th, 1852. 
Ws hapve had a week v?ithout atartJing events, and without high 
'HREdttement. Hie roekisg of Hhe ship of starts seems, to have subsided 
into a gentle swing,, and the sea-ndb: heads ai^ hearts are recovering 
ftesr-weoted tone of dbeer&dusss. It is not csasy to keep the French 
ttstioB — habitually '^ooBteaifid wi' littie and eaaty wi' mair" — ^for a long 
^me in a state of melanehmly brooding. "Make the best of if' is their 
ttotto and t^ir manner. 

' It is true that the oldLegitaausts in t^e Saint Germain quarter are 
'pouting, and the Orieankts are said to be plotting. Many of ^he saloons 
are closed, and Paris is dull, eomparotively. The climate, too, has partaJcen 
of the political gloom; for tiie last two months wo seem to have 
exchan gcd with Ixmdon. For masty days Hood's description of the latter 
<aty in November — 

** No sitn, DO moon. 

No mora, no iu>on, 

No dUtajice looking blue," 

has been the picture of Paris. For the last t\^ days a greasy mud has 
covered the streets, and even the lade-walks. The polishing of boots, 
performed by men and even women stationed at the crossings of the 
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streets, has been a thrifty business. The temperature has beea verjr 
mild, howerer, and the buds of the lilacs and other shrubs are MI of 
promised flower and leaf. Yesterday was a spring-like day, an,d the 
gardens of the Tnileries had a breathing of the joyous season along its 
avennes. There were hundreds of nurses with rosy in&nts, — children 
with hoops, dolls, and balls — and loungers in search of pleasure — scattexed 
, here and there in the sunny spots by the enclosures ; the sparrows and 
bullfinches were hopping and chirping and making love, while, aloft in 
the tree-tops, flocks of pigeons, whidi claim this as l^eir special dominion, 
- were billing and cooing, preparatory to building thdr nests. While 
this is the state of things here, it seems that the stem clinching fist of 
Winter is squeezing the life ont of you at home. 

As to political matters, the chief event is the publication of the new 
electoral law, which made its appearance in the Moniteur of the 3rd inst. 
It is a work of great labor, and seems more thoroughly digested and 
studied than any other of the extraordinary decrees that have been 
issued by the Prbice-President. It assigns one representative to every 
35,000 electors. This gives to the department of the Seine, of which 
Paris is the chief portion, nine deputies. Any elector twenty-flve years 
of age is eligible. The suffirage, in choosing the representatives, is 
universal, and the voting is to be in the usiial manner — secret. The 
whole number of representatives will be 261. 

It is well known, (or it has been openly announced, that the govern- 
ment, or in other words the President, will nominate candidates fbr 
this mock Legislative Body, and thus for the most part will dilDtate 
and control the choice of the people. The reasons fbr this conduct are 
very frankly set forth by the government journals. 

The Americans ask whether they will be accepted and acted upon by 
this nation, so ftill of science, and art, and native wit P— Certainly they will 
—not by the people of Paris, or Lyons, or Marseilles, who have cut their 
eye-teeth. They are not intended for them. Yet, with the great mass 
who are under the training of priests, prefects, mayors, and other paid or 
pensioned employes — ^while there is no one to present any other view 
— ^wlule no discussion is allowed, and where the great body of society 
are artfully set running, like sheep at the heels of the bell-wether, all 
in one direction^they wiU be regarded as most wise, conclusive^ and 
statesman-like fact and argument. 

The confiscation of the Orleans estate continues stiU to be the subject 
of serious conversation and indignant commentary. M. Dupin and 
several other gentlemen, who have had charge of it as trustees, have 
made a formal, argumentative protest against the sequestration. It is 
drawn up with ability, and presents a most crushing statement in oppo- 
sition to the sophomorical excuses assigned for the measure by the 
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,'ffovemment. The conduct of the President in this matter is considered 
tash and vindictiye ; it is doubted whether the confiscation can ever be 
dfected, as well from legal and political difficulties as from the want of 
^pttfchasers. Who, it is asked, will buy palaces, cities, and forests by 
liie square league, when the title must remain a matter of doubt, and 
>hen it is highly probable that some new government may speedily 
'restore them to the proprietors from whom they have been wrested ? 

A circular issued by M. de Persig^y, and intended for the newspapers 
and the public eye, instructs the prefects generally to relax the severity 
of their measures, and to release, as far and as &st as may be, such indi- 
viduals compromised in the '* late insurrection" as may seem to have 
been seduced and led awa]^ by the more guilty fomenters of the sedition. 
The ringleaders will, on ike contrary, be huddled off to Cayenne with 
due and decent celerity. In a country without a press or any other 
avenues to publicity, it is of course easy to cause the circulation of such 
a document as this, tending to reassure the public, and at the same time 
drop a line to the prefects through the post, therein alluding to the 
circular as the production of Betty Martin. People have learned to 
understand the value of such manifests in the Moniteur, When 
ive hear that the prisons are beginning to disgorge, and that the savage 
energy of the expedition to Cayenne is cooling off, it wiU be time to 
believe in the humanity and justice of the Prince-President. 

I have to chronicle still another idea borrowed by the nephew from 
the uncle, this week. Several bullets (the best accounts say three) have 
been aimed at him, one by a practised eye, and all three have missed 
him. Louis Napoleon affects to see the hand of Destiny in this seeming 
immunity from destruction, and quotes for his own account, the famous 
expression of the Emperor : The bullet is not yet casty etc. This egregious 
plagiarist is bent on pursuing the parallel into all the crooked highways 
and by-ways of his imcle's experience. I pity his first wife ; he will be 
likely to repudiate her, and take a second from the house of Austria. 
He will shoot somebody yet in the moats of Yincennes, and if he does 
not die ignominiously in his bed, vnll finish his days gloriously at St. 
Helena. But the parallel will finish there. 1 doubt whether the 
Prince de Joinville will be sent to Longwood to bring back the crumb- 
ling remains of the President usurper, or whether his immortal dust wiB 
PTU* be sheltered by the dome of the Invalides. 
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CHAPTKH XXXVI. 

A "CBETAIN SEXSATION "— THE BETERSE OF THE FICTUBE-^THE 
HIKISTEB OF WAB GIFES A BALL. 

February 9th, 1852. 
Iw one of Landseer's pictures there is a roTigh dictatorial terrier, proudly 
seated upon a table, in the midst of abundance, while on the floor 
beneath is a lank, starving spaniel, looking up, begging humbly for a 
crumb firom the master's board: This picture of canine life seems a sort 
of moral portraiture of the conditilbn and relation of the government 
and press of France. A more miserablo set of creatures can scarcely be 
imagined than the editors of the papers of Paris. Those newspapers 
which have given in their adhesion to the government are' read with 
indifference— for there is no faith in their statements and no interest in 
their logic. Those who dare not utter what they think, that are con- 
tinually tempted by this subject and that, are, like Landseer's spaniel, 
standing on the floor, looking wistfiilly at the churlish despot who keeps 
them, at the same time, hungry, lean, and in bodily fear. 

To give you an instance. Louis Napoleon granted the thirty-five 
millions of people of France a Legislative Body, called an Assembly. 
This was to consist of 261 representatives chosen by the people. As 
every other vestige of liberty was taken or voted away, the people were 
detemuned to make the most of this. The note of preparation was 
sounded. The press hinted at the importance of this Assembly. The 
great men— aU over France — ^prepared to ofier themselves as candidates. 
It is said that even the Leon Fauchers, the Montalemberts, etc., were 
looking about to choose the districts for which they would offer them- 
selves. 

But, alas, all this was reckoning without their host. Louis Napoleon 
had no idea of permitting the people to choose thedr representatives ; all 
he meant was they should choose his. He was to name certain men, 
and the people, under the gentle guidance of prefects and bayonets, were 
to vote them in. He had tried this in respect to himself; he was deter- 
mined to try it in respect to the Assembly. He knew, of course, that 
his men would be elected by this show of suflBrage, and that this would 
put a new chain around the liberty of the people ; thus completing their 
enslavement and their degradation. 

Now it was in the full bloom of opening hope and discussion, that the 
Patricy ia one of those brief and pithy paragraphs which, like peicns- 
sion caps, are very small, but are connected with mighty consequences, 
amiounced the Frince-PresidenVs mode of electing the Assembly. How ' 
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must tiie meniberB of the press^ burning with indignaidoji, haxo. jeurmaSL 
ferthe liberty of speech and' print at such a moment! Wbsfc a liiemo 
for discussion! Yet their lips wwe sealed, and. how did thsiy treat the 
occasion? Uke Londseer's spaniel, &ey crmged, &wned, and looked 
xrp to tiio Bictator with abjeet reverence. One or two dared to utter a 
low whine, bat this was all. "The snnounoement of the Pa^rtis,'' aafB 
the DSbaUf ** caused a certain s^isation.'' Etcoi that proud and pavrar* 
ftd paprr dared no more. 

And such has been the state of things from the beginning.. The preaa 
of France is degraded— prostrated in tiie very dust The utmost licenyco 
aIloT?ed to it, when the streets are oofBverted into battle-fields, is to say 
the CTent caused a ** certain aeneationJ* If hondssds are banished and 
thousands imprisoned — without trial and without law — ^it is only peiv 
mitted to remark that the occurrenoe occasioned a ** oertam astM^nJ* 
H the estates of a royal family are confiscated, the press may only say 
of it that it caused a ^ certain senaoHon.*' If a nation^ pasalysed in the 
tightening coil of a despot, evinces a fluttering spaun of lifei and hope, 
and is crushed by the contracting f<dds of tlie monstep— of this the pnaa 
may only say, that it caused a " certain senaatumJ' 

Some may say " This is really no business of ours ; if the French HJeb it^ 
let them keep it.**' This is yery true ; every one to his taste. But will tiur 
Frraich keep it ? l¥ill Paris —so fond of talking — so long indulged in the 
habit of discussing, caricaturing, pasquinading — consent to be squeesed 
into those rectangular lines of thought and speech ? Already, as I have 
said, Paris is dull — ^insipid. It has indeed ahnost lost its wonted elasticity 
— thatcharmingand sunny gaiety, which penetrated, warmed, and mdlted 
ail into its avm happy image. It is now the season of festivity, yet the 
festive spirit is not here. The opening Of the Tuileries could not bring 
bai^ tiio departed charm. Louis Ni^oleon called the spirits of St., 
Germain— the haughty. tuMeen — to his levee, but they would, not come*. 
Many of them sent back their invitations. The Prince-President lost 
temper, and it is said there are to be no moore receptions at the Tuileries* 
The ministers and public functionaries are giving gssuidbaUs, but these 
do not awaken the genial spirit of the city. The people do not seem 
to breathe at ease. Trade languishes. Thousands, in spite of the 
number of men kept at work by the government, are out of em]^oyment» 
and many are suffering from want. The strangen hero are set aoticK 
fied, and many will leave as soon as spring opens*. 

This is the dark side of things. On the other, it may be semaxked 
t&at there is a dull tranqniUity over F««Bce. The sufamiseion to the 
government is complete. It is- one of the wwidiens of this anomaloos &% 
tiiat nobody is pleased, yet nobody resists. There is some talldng under 
the breatH, and this reachss thtean of the govemment. Several tisMs <tf 
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late its organs have taken pains to deny certain rumors afloat*— ramar% 
of course, uttered only in whispers. Still there are no visible traces oc 
any organised or organicing opposition to the President 

The recent attempt on the life of the Queen of Spain was a suggestive 
event, and sent a general thrill over Paris. The idea has prevailed 
very generally sinoe the coup tPStat that the President will be assaasi* 
nated. It has been supposed that, among the multitudes who have been 
rendered desolate and desperate by his recent acts, some reckless Louvel 
may be found to strike the fatal blow. 

But the assassination of a man on his guard is a very diflicult matter. 
Louis Philippe was shot at eight times, and without injury. Napoleon 
escaped all the infernal engines destined for his destruction. George 
the Third died a natural death, in spite of Peg Nicholson and the rest of 
his assailants. The Duke of Berry is the only royal personage who has 
fallen a victim to assassination in France in the present century, and yet 
many murderous attempts have been made. It may be fairly inferred 
that Louis Napoleon, with the great precaution he is said to take, is little 
likely to end his career by this means. He has more to fear from the 
recoil of the violent measures he has adopted, and the want of foundation 
to sustain his lofty position, either in his character, his deeds, the nature 
of things, or the traditions, associations, and genius of the French people. 
If he can conquer these difficulties, he will prove himself the greatest 
man of the age. 

The grand ball given last evening by General de St. Amaud was the 
most brilliant and successful festivity that has taken place In Paris 
during the winter. Three thousand persons were present. It quit^ 
surpassed the President's fete at the Tuileries. It would appear that 
numbers of tl^e haute noblesse, who declined the Piince-President's invi- 
tation, shone out in full costume last night. Diamonds, coronets, crosses, 
badges and orders, and other idle ornaments and toys, which have lain 
in eclipse for years, were here again brought out. The military, as 
usual, predominated; but the whole scene had much of the flush of 
wealth and refinement. 

Among the men of mark I noticed Larochejaquelin, a broad-shouldered 
man, radiant with snules ; the Prince of Canino, £a,t and florid as usual ; 
Bois-le-Comte, who spoke with much interest of his late residence in the 
United States ; and General Magnon, six feet high, very robust, with a 
small head tapering upward. He possesses a keen, cunning, and rather 
unpleasing countenance. Our host the Minister of War, about fifty-five 
years of age, has a face shaped like that of ^'honest John Davis," but 
vrithout his beaming benevolence. He has the appearance of a man of 
thought, and is deemed one of the ablest, though one of the most 
imprincipled, members of the government. The old li^aif^fif^ ^xelmans, 
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Trending beneath a load of decorations and a bkze of diamonds, went 
roifnd as nstml, quizzing the rows of ladies, and sniiling benignantly at 
those who were young and pretty. General d'Hautpoul, his chest 
encmsted with orders and costly gems, displayed his nsnal aspect of 
good humor and good breeding. He -is now the Grand Refei-endaire^ 
and takes possession of the Lnxcmbourg next week, where he is speedily 
to haTe a house-warming. 

There were still other striking lights and shades in this assembly of 
notabilities, but among them I did not aee the President. The ladies 
were resplendent with beauty, natural and artificial. The Princess 
Mathilde, who has had some passages at arms with the Prince-President, 
and came near being exiled, was there ; but she seemed in bad humor. 
Her diamond coronet, however, carried its blaze through the mazes of 
the assembly. 

The rooms of the Minister of War were beautifully fitted up and 
decorated. The Salle d^Armes was curiously furnished. All the orna- 
ments and fixtures were composed of the instruments and trappings of 
war, skilfully and harmoniously woven together. The chandelier was a 
mass of guns, pistols, casques and swords, blended in most artistic 
groupings. The walls were dressed in armor, and all the "pomp and 
circumstance of glorious war'' were blazoned from the ceiling to the 
floor. But a spirit of peace seemed to have been breathed over the 
guests, spite of the martial decorations and the military trophies by 
which they were encompassed. The hatchet was buried leagues deep 
for this particular occasion. It can be dug up, however, at a moment's 
notice. Next week, comes in its turn, the ball of the Minister of 
Finance. The bare, fact that the man who knows best the vacuum in the 
Treasury, and lives in daily conmiunion with the budget, can make up 
his mind to receive company, and set the example of hilarity and 
unconcern, ought in itself to reassure the country, and contribute to a 
lively rise in the funds. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 



THE MONITEUR APPOINTS THE FASHIONS— A DISAPPOINTED EDITOR— 
THE CHAMVAEI— PUNCH— THE PRESIDENT AT THE OPERA. 

February 12ih, 1852. 
The gloom continues. Never, in the memory of man, has Paris been so 
diU. Never has there been such a dearth of news— even of rumor. I 
have seriously debated the question^ whether I would not spend the day 
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in skating aa the artificial pood at the Jardin d'Biver, rather thai), .in 
eompodng a tedious ohiamcle of oar half'Week's labors. Ten jeu» 
ago, the pond and tiie slcates woaM have most certainly carried the 
day ; and playing troant wonld, I can conoeiye, eren at this late pesiodt 
mtain aon^ething of the net it nsed to haTe» ^^Mn the rale of ^usee 
and tbe objectiTe case seemed an ei^ecial inyentioa of the arch<eBcea^ 
of schoolboys. After a hard battle -with a pretly sedans indinaticm to 
omit you tor once, 1 send yon thia letter ae witness of tbe tnnm^ of a 
tnrdy eonsdentimisaess over a desperate longing to eteal a holiday and 
cut my initials on the ise. rH sign them on this is&eet of paper, instead. 
Tis a haid letter to make ynth skota, b«t it can easily be done iwith 
a pen. 




Senator, in eostome. 



I thixft ihat I htsve rarely, if ever, allnded to Paris feshions, and this 
Las been because I hardly belieyed that any snch allusions would reach 
the eyes offhat portion of the creation for whom fashions were inyented. 
Bat the President has prescribed a eonrt costnme fisr the eoancillflBrs^gBd 
the senators, and the Momteurhas aeqtoiilted the paUio wi&^ed 
60 that I depart, for once, firoQi a longwestablished |fjf^^(^^' 
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an to ireBx a daxk-blue y^yet coat, onMaaested 'with gold embrmdeiyy 
rapieflAntu]^ Israiicliea of oak amd paiai intarlaoad<«*the ribs o^ arms of 
jOeieOKea to be made of gold spang^. Tkecoimdllors are to sport a 
cant of l^ht-Uue liroadiiloth, singlo^breaated, and to be worn buttoned, 
^nJtiLninegiltbttlioQB; awbite sin^breaated -waistcoat, yrith five gilt 
bnfttoDs; white caoRmere paiitakona» -with gold braid npon tiw aeam. 
.TUaoBLbEoidery npoa the coat will zapisBent oak-leaves mingled with 
an oHye-branch. Certain alight yaiiatiQiiB of the. embroidery distingmc^ 
the yiea*preudantB and tbepneaidBntB of the sectiofBk The hat is to be of 
black Mt» araamented mth goM coacd and blaok yelyet. The phrniea 
aaa'to.be white for the yio&^fnBBBidenivnd the presidents of the sectiooa, 
and biaiok Jar the mamberB. The aword is to be straight, and the hilt 
gilt. This is to be the state aoafcnme, worn on all occasions of ceremony: 
the nndieaa consiats oi the coat just described, and black waistcoat and 
pantaloonsi. withont oznament of any kind. 

Tbe inanguratian of the Senute and Conneil of State will be attended 
.witii ynat and impoui^ o^ranuDaials. Dr. Veron, the editor of the 
CinuUiuiwnnelf had, mbuuiad. to ]^y a prominent part in the display, 
and fiilly counted on reyealing himself to an astonished dty, in the rig 
of a £ill-hlown senator. .His name was not fonnd among those of the 
iig^ty-iaar ^ntlemen first raised to that dignity, nor has it been conse- 
caratad xa the ci^amns of tha Moniteur since. The obese doctor yented 
lua rage one day in a pan^aph npon two'ontgoing minisfcrs, and was 
toldi in the JPa^rie of the same evening, that the <* government had seen 
•the artide with sorpiise and regret/' I am afraid that the injndicions 
wroth of the confidential editor l{as mined him. Yet he deserves some 
eactracrdiaary mack of esteem, fie has told a great many fieilsehoods 
and done a great deal of dirty work. He ought to be made senator 
immediately. He has been bottle-washer, lickspit, tool, toady, — long 
enough to merit promotion, and I trust he may get it, as an encourage- 
ment to others who are Struggling for advancement over the same rugged 
and tortuous path. 

Have you heard of M. Dupin's jest upon the confiscation of the 
Orlaans property? It is untranslatable, and French scholars only 
will appreciate the play npon words. Speaking of this achievement 
of the Dictator, he said, " Cest le premier vol de Vaigle'^ This is 
not only a pun, but a criticism, and a stinging one too. Thus, though 
the Charivari is choked, and Funch stopped at the irontieaDsi, we have 
them both, in the salons and the streets* .A sharp joke, a teUing 
satire, is passed from mouth, to mouth and circulated with pertinacity 
from one end of the city to the other. Charivaris in private life, and 
amateur Punches, supply the place of their immortal prototypes, litho- 
graphy is often resorted to as a means of prizkting something too good to 
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lose, but which would yet be penal if put in type. The London Punch 
is kept out of the country with remarkable success. It is not to be seea 
at the readingp-xooms. It was nominally contraband in Louis PhiHppe's 
time, but was received regularly by all its subseribers in Paris. But 
now, it is rare that a number crosses the line, unless buried deep in the 
recesses of a trunk, or hidden in the profundities of an over-coat pocket. 
Gentlemen that have a copy, show it gingerly to their particular fHends, 
but hastily put it out of sight when interrupted by a stranger. 

The representations of William Tell, which has just been reviyed at 
the Grand Opora, may perhaps be suspended by authority. On one 
occasion, when the President was present, the applause following 
Arnold's exclamation, "Liberty, or Death!" was so general and over- 
whelming, that M. Bonaparte was forced to withdraw into the interior 
of his box. Ladies stood up, waved their handkerchiefs, and clapped 
their gloved hands, as they never would do unless for a pointed political 
allusion. The Director has already received notice, that, however loth 
the government would be to stop the performance of Rossini's chef' 
cTc^uvre, it certainly should do it, if the manifestations of Wednesday 
last were ever renewed. 

Louis Napoleon is well known to be angry and discouraged at the 
•course of events. The confiscation afiGEur has shocked and disgusted all 
persons of honorable or enlightened minds. The series of balk at the 
Tuileries is to be discontinued, owing to the wretched failure <^ the first 
Hundreds of invitations were returned, unopened, and the very persoiui 
whose presence was the most desired and courted, were the most eager 
.to refuse. Some of their replies, were positively insulting, both in 
manner and matter. The ball was certainly not of a character to bear 
repetition. 



CHAPTER XXXVIIl. 



THE COUNTRY PREPARES TO VOTE AGAIN— A LAW ON THE EDITORS^ 
THE NATIONAL HOLIDAY— OUR SAVIOUR AND THE DUKE OF REICH- 
STADT. 

Febmary 20th, 1852. 
The government's system of nominating the candidates for the Legis- 
lative Body, flows, after all, logically, from the condition of affiurs, 
and from the vote of December last, authorudng tiie President to con- 
struct a government upon a plan and basis of his own. However 
monstrous this dictatorial interlbrenoe in a legislative election may 
Appear to us at home, I cannot but think, that if it be accepted and 
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«cted upon hy the mass of the people, we ought to take it as one more 
proof that the yoke sits lightly, and that the nation is pleased and 
content to ^alk in the path traced ont for it. • 

The gorermnent journals use but one argument, and as the premises 
are granted, the conclusion follows naturally. ITie nation has autho- 
riaed the President to found a goyemment ; and in this government a 
Legislative Assembly, to be elected by the people, has a necessary, though 
not prominent, part to play. A hostile assembly would clog tiie move- 
ment of the machine, whose motion it was meant to &cilitate. Therefore, 
all chance of the return of an adverse body of lejgisiators must be 
avoided, and this for the express purpose of carrying out the wishes of 
the country, which in voting for a ten years' term voted for a perma- 
nent, progressive, working government, and not for a halting, laggard, 
,and retrc^^rade government, as it certainly would be were there an 
available majority against it in the Legislative Body. Therefore the 
elector's hand must be guided, his intelligence assisted, and his vote 
enlightened. 

~ He must be told that such a man will impede the action of the 
government, while such another will materially advance it. "How 
can a husbandman, or a workman," asks the Pai/a, "be properly 
edified and instructed as to the merits of this, that, and the other candi- 
date, whom he hsuA never seen, and of whose very names he is totally 
ignorant! The government will say frankly to the country what it 
expects from its reason and its prudence ; and the country will reply 
by a vote of confidence, which will have all tlie more authority from 
its being a vote of dignity and patriotism.'' Upon this plan will 
the election be held on the 29th of this month ; and as the majority 
will thus be certainly secured to the President, he will have a £air 
opportunity of founding his dynasty, and inauguratini^ his policy, 
while we shall be better able to judge of his sincerity, his ability, and 
his patriotism. 

The law upon the press appeared in the Moniteur of yesterday. No 
foreign paper can be admitted into France without an authorisation, 
and even when this is obtained, every number wiU be subject to a stamp 
dnty, as if published in the country. The manner of collecting this duty 
-H>ne cent and a fifth — ^will be announced in a future decree. It 
amonnts, virtually, to an increase in the postage. The caution-money 
on indigenous papers is considerably increased, the penalties for ofifences 
of all sorts are largely augmented, and the journalists are hedged in by 
as formidable a set of repressive laws a» were ever directed against any 
class of decent and rei^ectable citizens. The comments of ihe parties 
CQDGemed, in their editorials to-day, are various. The government 
jonmalt are, of course, abundantly complimenta^^.ll^^^^f^^rks. 
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TbtDebais docw to nj but KtUe^lmtitkdeaidddly hostile. The jPo^ 
is highlj laudatory. The Auenikloe N&iiottak declares tbat the -puap 
deserves what they have got— a rt^ne thathixxds them, ha&daajd. faot. 
JommalistBliavehad the aanrqgaxiee of late to asauxie the^titW fuod the 
pzirikges of " the Fourth Estate," aikd their pretentions fSqppery xeqsixes 
jm^h handling. The Fruse, manages to .utler its opinion "with siaeexiiy, 
md at the same time.ddlfoUy avoids giving oftmce. 

A decYee in the MomUm- abdUdies henceteth ft»d for «fivtt all title 
holidays,. anmrersariesy and filte<4ayB that the JPreneh nation has sueees- 
fflvely adopted and kept aaored, afler its aevevaL zevdatnais and poli- 
tical earthquakes. Hie days of Fehmary, which insugnrated ^le 1^ 
pnhlio — the days of July, which brought the Oileans family to the 
Hatme — the dsTS of Deeembert in which moi^ .the^0Mp^i?6£a^ and the 
fiist and second dectionsof Louis Napolecm .wei!ereiieeted-««BetalL keBC»> 
fbrth suppressed. The l§th of August is heoreafter to he tb» mikjf 
national holiday. The official joui-nal did sot state whfl^ :gveat evea^ 
of uniyersal interest had happened on that day, and thaee whosf 
memory was trcadienmB wece fain to jog it h^ a njEerenee to a C^^«lo* 
pe^a, artiole Vapdeon, msVL knowing that they should iuad the ^aaaom 
date somewhere in the micleTa memoizs. On the 15th of Angost, 176% 
the Emperor was bom. Oideanist, Legitimist, and JRe^HZbhean nuf 
unite in cclebiatisg this anmyersaiy, and find Ihemselvefl on naaatni^ 
if not hallowed, ground ; just ViS "Whi^; and Democsat hove on eqaal 
right and an equal interest to remember and je&vere the 22ad af 
February. 

The Patrie, in commentixig on this decree, takes oceasion to remaTiri 
that the 15th of August, besides being the birthday of fhe EmfMemr, 
is also Assumption Day, m the fete of the Ykgin Mary — ^'- one of the 
most sacred and toudiing feasts of Gathcfclie»m." << Enmee is, therefiane^ 
io a certain extent, conided to the prcitecfing inSnence of the Yi]*gin 
and the Emperor !" It is a very good thing, for nations, as well ae i» 
individuals, to have two strings to their bows. So thought the old lady 
when ihe horses were ranning away with her ; ^e put her trn^t in 
Providence till ihe breeefaing broke, foid then she gave w&y to deiqwK*. 
The Fatrie » imitating ^e pope and the bi^ops, and .is waxii^ 
blasphemous. To declare that 'Erance looks for protection to the £m* 
peror and the Virgin, is placing tkem, and, by >implication,.their o&priag^ 
in one and thesame eategotry. Oar Savior and theDaks> of Beixtetodt are 
thus brought into elose communion. It wiU not be kmg heforo the Pairie 
will tell us that 1he latter suffered crusifixion on Mount Calvary, white 
the former -dkd some yrar s ago at ' Schoinbnisn* ^ One iwonhi think ^mt 
the censors had been sleeping, if it were -not known that ihej winkat 
whatever the Po^tV.thiztks pxofer to pnbliflii, and ihat therefcoe tfarar 
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9f»mut hare beetn open^ and not sbat. As the Po^m k soon ta be 
frinted with entirelj new type, aoid as it has met with a fiattenng 
8IICCGSS since the coup ePStat, we may judge that its course is approved 
ndits blasphemy MgMy telishaL 



CHAPTER XXXJX. 



THE FUSIONISTS TAKE COtJRAGE, AXD ASK, WHO IS LOITIB TWAFOLHON ? 
THE PRESIDENT DECORATES SISTER ROSAtlE— ^THE BEAR, MARTIN, A 
CANDIDATE FOR A SIMILAR DISTINCTIOTT— THE HOUSE OTEB THE WAY. 

MiRhM 1852. 
It 19 bsrely possil^ that s ibsiott will fiKKRi be efieeted between the 
Orleonists and the Legitimists — the two branches of the house of 
Bourbon. Such a fasiim, impracticable ^vdule. the Bepubhc eixisted, 
inssmndh as it ravolved the ov^rtmnof the Bepublie by Yiolent meaxxs, 
is fees impractieable since the down&i of that form oi government* 
Theiwo -parties interested have fewer difficulties to contend with. The 
Bepidilie is uprooted to their hands, and they arc i»ady to take advan- 
ti^ of the diange, wifhent haviug^ineioTed the odium, of the Revolution. 
To substititte Henry V. for Xonis Napdeon, is a vastly diffczent thin^ 
fimn juggling away repuldieanism and setting up royalty in its stead. 
The removal of a dictatsr, and the installation of a courtly, legitimate 
heir to the throne, — smce it i^pears that throne those most bei— might 
fe brought about by a bloodless ooup ePStat, 

The conditions of the foslon would be few and simple,; the throne of 
Fmace secured to the Count of Chambord during his life, aoid the sue- 
eesBcon settled upon the Count of Paris at his death. No sacanfice is 
thu3 entailed upon either branch. The Count of Paris loses nothing, for 
aitkoegh he might be compelled to wait some 20 or 30 years, it is his 
only chance of ever becoming legitimate. The Count of Chambord loses 
notidng, for in thus eonsenting to authentioate the Bourbon branch, he 
<nly consents ta what will be inevitable upon his death. Henry the Fifth 
In no children, and never can have any. When it shall eome his turn 
to die, the Count of Paris will be the only heir to the throne. There 
19® then be no division of the house of BourlxHi, for nature and the laws 
of ^»eent will have fused both Orleanists and Xiegitimists into one 
eommon loyalty. Why not anticipate and accept what is unavoidable, 
andintet ia^so clearly foTcaoen:? In preaance of .tixe glaring improbability 
tet Louis Napoleon will sueeeed in making his dynMty hereditary, and 
the exceeding likelihood that France will pre&r to remain in the path of 
t traditional monaEchy ratibcr than rush again into the mazes of an 
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unintelligible republic, what bave tbe brandies of the right dime 
better to do than to amalgamate ? Thus argue the Fusionists, and their 
arguments arc certainly not without force. 

To get rid of Louis Napoleon would oertalnlj be a consummatioii 
indispensable to the execution of any project of fiision. The aspirant to 
the throne would not sanction assassination, as a means of forcing a 
revolution. Neither France nor Christendom would, in this age, tolerate 
a dynasty that should commence by regicide. The next of kin cannot 
wield the avenging steel, though history does not refuse to enshrine, in 
eulogistic pages, an act of retributory justice, when committed by a 
fanatic, or an inspired peasantess. Louis Napoleon may yet be killed bj 
ridicule. He has dressed himself in feathers borrowed from the eagle. 
He owes everything he has, or ever will have, to his relationship to the 
Emperor. He has contented himself with aping or counterfeiting hit 
uncle. 

Now if it could be proved that he never had any uncle, what wouM 
become of his imperial pretensions? We hear in various quarter^, 
hints of documents, seals, signatures, and other witnesses that cannot 
misrepresent, which prove unmistakeably his illegitimacy, and settle 
his paternity upon that Dutch Admiral, of whom everybody has 
heard. To be the son of Hortense Beauhamais is not nccessaiify 
to be the son of Louis Bonaparte ; or else why does not de Momy 
set up his claims to the cocked hat and the iron crown of the 
Lombards? The Ex-Minister of the Literior is older than Loins 
Napoleon; and this, as far as it goes, is argument against the 
legitimacy of any of the younger children of Queen Hortense. And 
though that lady was doubly connected with Napoleon — being the 
daughter of Josephine his wife, and the wife of Louis, his brother^ 
I imagine that all this is insufficient to make a Bonaparte of Loms 
Napoleon, unless he had a Bonaparte for his father. And if he is the 
son of a Dutch Admiral, it seems to me that he never had any uncle, or, 
at best, any to boast of. 

Now suppose that this could be put in black and white, or that the 
evidence of the bar sinister amounted to a palpable fact, what would 
be the position of the French people before the world? They will have 
submitted to an imposture, which has never claimed but one right — ^and 
that — ^the right divine ; and now it seems that this may perhaps be a 
usurpation. The usurper never made any pretensions, except such as he 
derived from his name, and now it appears that he has. not any name at 
all— not even that of Smith. K the Legitimists can lay thdr hands on 
evidence such as this, they will unseat the nameless one, or at any rate 
give him a pretty severe joggle. 

Every Frenchman who has mingled in society, or has interested 
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hiBuelf in poHticSi is aware of tide snspicionfl whieh attach to the Presi^ 
deaf 8 birth, bat» oi course, thus &r they are not anthoritatiTely proved.- 
It remains to the pretenders to prove them not unfounded. The nation 
tliat confided its destinies to the direct, or at least Intimate, descendmts 
f of Hugh Capet, firom the 10th to the 191h century, would hardly be willing, 
at this late day, to submit to the yoke of the bastard son of a Mthless ■ 
Batch queen and an officer in her navy. Offer M. Bonaparte to the 
French people, without the name he bears; or call him by some name to 
which he.is more fairly entitled— such as Hans Klopper, or Peter von 
Spoon, and if he is elected then, he may annex France to Holland, and 
remove Paris to the Zuyder Zee. 

The President has conferred the decoration of the legion of honor upon 
fiister Hosalie, a nun of the order of Saint Vincent de PauL She has 
he&SL for many long years the providence of the poor and afflicted, and 
her name is synonymous in France with charity and devotion. The 
President's red ribbon can add nothing to the esteem and veneration 
mik which she is reg^ded by all who appreciate her rare qualities. 
But why has the nephew decorated sister Rosalie ? Because, half a 
century ago, the uncle decorated sister Martha. So says the decree. 

To confer this distinction upon a woman is certainly an eccentricity, 
and only occurs once in about fifty years, but if the President wishes to 
be original, he ought not to imitate his uncle at every turn and comer. 
There is room still left for singularity. Let him decorate Martin, the 
intelligent and popular bear of the Garden of Plants, and I am sure that 
the whole world would applaud so courageous an innovation. 

The House over the Way, an object of interest in all cities, is especially 
80 in Paris. In New York, an observer of his opposite neighbors would 
find his investigations confined to the proceedings of one single family, 
and a certain degree of imiformity noticeable in its daily avocations, 
Tvould largely detract from the interest of the view. But in Paris, 
where each edifice is a caravansery, inhabited by as many families as 
it has stories, and sometimes by as many households as it has windows, 
the dwelling on the other side becomes, invested with a variety of 
interest, a multifariousness of attraction, a diversity of charm, which 
effectually prevents it from ever becoming a monotonous object of 
regard. The door-way, avenue to perhaps forty fire-sides, egress from 
forty dinner-tables, presents a constantly changing physiognomy, that 
both awakens curiosity and stimulates attention. Balzac has analysed 
a house-front both with pen and pencil. Twelve windows present 
twelve difierent spectacles ; a valet shaking the rugs ; a gentleman peer- 
ing through the half-closed blinds at his house over the way ; a lady 
drawing aside the muslin curtains, in a similar design ; a child trailing 
for the busts of Molidre and Lafontaine j a visitoi^ig>j^^|i3y^)^t in ono 
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hand and a* Iady\i wrist in tiie otiber ; an xAS haiAxAat taHog* liBexfSes 
-widi liiB -waitingHmaid? a pair of blukds liennetican^r sealed, Hlws open* 
ing a wide vista to the imaginfttidn ; a natxonal-gnard in all ti&e splendor 
of Qvoau lidts, cpKvltiBt and srihakw ; a pions dame flfbsorbed in devaliuusl 
raiding', intii a eat at her feet-, imd a cztrcillx in the alcove ; a seamstress 
wvtenng her flowers; an tmworfliy hnsband Brealdng his windovr- 
glass, and' strapping his wifb ; a. gnsette gathering her ibrm into corsets, 
and her hair into braids ; with three gnmaikins on the roof-top^ Such 
ii an example of private life in Paris, on a warm spring day; when a 
house is out at windows. " Paris j" says Balzac, **iB a city which shows 
itself half-naked at any hour you like/' 



CHAPTEE XJL. 

247 OUT OF 261— MANI7FACTUKED ATEOCITIES. 

March 8th, 1852. 
The Moniteur has not yet published the official returns from the eighiy- 
six departments. This is of no consequence as far as the immodiate 
result is- concerned; which wds foreseen from the beginning. Bnt it 
would be an instructiye task to analyse the vote in connexion with, that 
of December last, to go toough a course of comparative anatomy with 
the two, and see what may be. learned from their dissection. If I am 
not gpreatly mistaken, the government vote has fallen off, while the 
opposition vote has increased, and while the whole vote is smaller. The 
government has succeeded, nevertheless, in carrying 247 out of its 261 
candidates. The opposition has prevailed in four circumscriptions cmly, 
as tiie democratic candidate at Lyons wants ninety-eight votes, it seems, 
of a majisrity. A second trial will be made in ten circumEcriptions, 
where there was no choice at the first, on Sunday next, the 14tlL The 
cbmoerats confidently expect to elect M. Camot in the fourth circnm- 
sorqition of this city^ having carried Gen. Cavaignac in the seventli. 
^e Senate and Xegislative Body meet on Monday the 29th. 

Ihiring*t^e montii succeeding the coup cTeiat, I did not detail, in your 
oolumns) tiie intelligsnce received from the departments, of rapes, nuir- 
dkTBt thefCs, arsons, burglaries, and other republican pastimes, with 
which tiie govmunent jounuds were filled. 1 never believed that such 
a state of things in reality existed; and as far as I had an opportnnity 
of conversing with x>ersons wiio had been eye witnesses of some of the 
pretended scenes, I uniformly found that they had been exaggerated soma 
nineteen-twentieths of their bulk. The miHt^ j^l^uj^, and the mixed 



eommissions, which have been sitting for some weeks past in the depart- 
ments, have clearly proved that tbe arrests, the charges brought against 
ithe prisoners, the letters, news, and despatches published by the Paris 
Ijwinialsdnnngihe month of Beeember, were parfc and parcel of the sdierae 
•of revolution. They were a necesaty of tilie case; and in pursuance 
of the plot wlxolfi communes were calumniated, and whole departments 
placed in. flie state of siege. The proceedings of these courts and the 
terdicts rendered by them, would open the eyes of the people to the truth, 
if proper publicity were given to them. Thus, in one shire-town, six 
Imdred andjifly prisoners, arrested during the first fortnight of Decem- 
ber, have been released, ^the government having been able to bring no 
jnanner of charge whatever against them. Yet, doubtless, at the time, 
jihese six hundred and. fifty prisoners figured in the Constitutionnel as 
vaaton rebels against property, family, and religion, and enabled the 
riitor of that paper to point an impressive moral upon the " courageous 
bitiative of the heir to the Emperor's glories.**' 
I have seen in many American papers which have transferred the 
tetions of the Patrie to their columns, the famous narrative told of the 
Democrats of Clamecy, who set a chateau on fire, and threw an infant 
bto the flames. The military tribunal at Clamecy— the sorest spot in 
lU France, said the official papers— has not been called upon to investi- 
^te any case of incendiarism or child murder. It has pronounced upon 
t few instances of organised resistance to the cotip d'etat, and to the 
lathority of a usurper. The government sheets have never |:aken the 
^ains to. acknowledge their errors or confess their impositions, unless I 
accept one case of retraction which was forced upon the editor of the 
[hnstitutionnel. During the three days of December, that paper stated 
bat the General-in-Chief was driven to the use of cannon on the Boule- 
tord by the raking fire which proceeded from M. Sallandrouze*s carpet 
rarehouse: and that when the soldiers forced an entrance into the bmld- 
ng, th^ found five brigands armed, to the teeth, barricaded behind a 
breastwork formad of bales of carpets. Of course, they were immediately 
pat to the sword- Some days afterwards, M. Sallandrouzfi obliged the 
ecttor of that journal to take back the whole of this statement, and to 
ftdmowledge that it was entirely destitute of foundatian. The provincial 
faibttnals are, in their turn, amply proving to the few that are made 
awaceof their verdicts, that the country has been calumniated as well as 
the city, and that coups d'etat are oaily practicable when based upon 
pequry, executed by violence, and excused and palliated by a system of 
wholesak falsehood. 
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CHAPTER XLI. n 

ETERTBODY MUST SWEAR FIDELITY TO LOUIS VAPOLEON-— A QUOfJSBSO 
.PERIOD — THE TRIBUNE IS SUPPRESSED. .? . ,» 

March 15th, lB5t\ 
We liave intelligence &om eight out of ten circumscriptions in 'vrtu^ 
second trials haye been held for the election of deputies to the Obrp 
Zegishiif, M. Carnot, the republican, was triumphantly returned in 
Paris, having received 3,000 votes more than at the first trial. . M. 
Carnot is a voluntary exile in Prussia, and therefore this election is 
the more remarkable ; M. Moreau, the government candidate, was lately 
mayor of the ward in which the vote was held, and confidently rec^pji^ 
upon success. He visited all the polls on Sunday, and seemed tp .cpji- 
sider himself already deputy-elect. The government used aU possilje 
influence in his behalf, and even propagated what its subject knew be^t^ 
than any one else to be an unscrupulous falsehood, among the lab<)i;grs 
of the quarter, — that M. Moreau had been largely influential in acHevi^ 
the success of a measure lately decided upon, which will give emp],oyment 
for years to the workmen of Paris, and improve the city both in appear- 
ance and convenience. But even this assertion failed of its object:; M. 
Moreau's votes fell off some eleven hundred, while M. Carnot's increase4f 
as I have said, more than 3,000. Lille also elected the republican 
candidate, while the government has carried its point in the other six 
circumscriptions. The second trial at Lyons has been again postponed. 
The Republicans have v7on seven members out of 261 ; but it is not sup-, 
posed that Cavaignac and Carnot will take the oath of fidelity to the 
constitution. 

A decree has appeared in the official journal, dictated most evidently 
by the rumors iiat have been circulated upon the course that these 
gentlemen intend to pursue, upon taking their seats in the Legislative 
Body. The President declares that inasmuch as the oath of ofiice is an | 
essential preliminary to the exercise of public functions — as it is an I 
indispensable condition, a sort of completion of the character of all public 
men — ^refusal or omission to take the oath of fidelity to the President and 
obedience to the constitution will be considered as a resignation, and 
that any addition, modification, restriction or reserve will also be so 
regarded. The oath will not only be required of elected officers of the 
government, but also of all appointed employes down to the clerks in the 
departments and the agents of the post-office. Under the late republic, 
the oath was only administered to such as were elected by the people,^ 
and a few of the superior officers, appointed or removed by the 
executive power. Digitized by,VjOOgie 
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The Moniteur has published, iu anticipatioii of the 29thy the rules and 
ngfolatioBs by which the Legislative Body is to be governed. It cannot 
nject a biU at one vote, but will be required to discuss and vote each 
' fi^icJe separately. Two reports of each sitting will be drawn up ; the 
one, Tery summary, giving merely the results, will be sent to the news* 
papers in time for their next morning editions ; the other more explicit, 
containing the names of the orators and the substance of their speeches, 
win be handed to the editors the next day. These reports are to be made 
by official stenographers, and are to be revised and expurgated, or may 
be even suppressed, by M. Billault, the president. No speech can be 
published in full, unless the chamber expressly authorises its publication. 
Every member will speak from his place, as the tribune is suppressed. 

The usual formula conmiencing a decree, " Louis Napoleon, In the 
name of the French people, etc.,'' has been dropped. It has given way 
to a form much more expressive of the arbitrary and uncontrolled power 
wielded by him from whom the decrees emanate. They now read, 
*' Louis Napoleon, President of the Kepublic, to all present and to come, 
greeting." There is but one more step possible to make — ''Napoleon, by 
the grace of God, Emperor of the French j'* — but this must be delayed 
for further developments. 

I had occasion, lately, to find some fault with the slipshod way in 
which the columns of Oalignani'a Messenger are huddled together. As 
I desire to be just to all parties, let me quote, as a sort of antidote, the 
following daring paragraph frx)m the desi)ltory editorial remarks in 
that paper of to-day. I never could have imagined that the readers of 
the journal, would have been treated to such a genuine burst of indigna- 
tion. Listen to the wrathful editor : — 

'^ The Constitutionnel devotes a very large portion of its first page to 
an article by M. Granier de Cassagnac, laudatory of the elections, lauda- 
tory of the new Legislative Body, of which he is a member, laudatory of 
the Minister of the Interior, and laudatory, in &ct, of all that has taken 
place. Considering that M. Granier de Cassagnac stands in no danger 
of contradiction, it would perhaps be more reasonable to show some 
degree of reserve, and to allow the acts of the government, to a certain 
extent, to defend themselves." 

It is possible that I overrate the importance of this glowing period. 
But the editors have fed us so long upon spoon-meat, that we cannot 
return, without great caution, to the high food and spicy aliments with 
which they used to load their table. If I were M. Granier, and had 
read the above quotation, I should feel like burying my head in the dust, 
and calling upon the rocks to cover me ; and if I were the government, 
I should get together my odds and ends, abdicate in fitvor of my eldest 
son, and at once flee the country. 

Digitized by V^jO(J^lC 
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CHAPTER XJklL.. 

loms* 'SATOTEOS -RBTTTm TfiF YEAH ia02^»-1HV GOIE&HJNIQZTB IS 
IWVENTED— THE STAMP DOTT A39ID- THE' iaiHBBDANS — eUEaECDlvNIESE 
IS HCEGTED, AITD THE ^CHABI^Ua^'aikBiailXniBab Hltfr-MAilllALADE 
A3r CATENAE— XI^CTABEHE. 

Marcli 22xid, 1S52, 
TBB'Mh!adida.of M. "R^naparte's oonadtotkui eaaists tiiat the appn>- 
priaitivmi: fhr tfaft pxibiio senriea shall, ba dtaepsaedr and voted by tfie 
ItegialathwBody.. Ab aaataml, tiunigh.. oertaiiilj Hnforcseen oonse- 
qaemsG of tfaii proyiao^tfae Legisiadvie Body doea notdiscBBs and vote the 
appiDpriatSons Ibr tixB pnfolic service^ The Preddentiaegalates the budget 
hy decree ; the Mimster of Finanoe sets be&re him afitatement by whidi 
it appears ttiat the expensesof the omTeirt jear wiU be 1 ,071,000,000 fi'aacs, 
and* sabmitB to him a dfietee authorising that ezpenditUFe,. which tiie 
neBident atgns inoontinently; The exeuBe made by ike gayemment fbr 
this almost unprecedented course is, that the gublia service woflid safS^ 
by^'veaitfiig for liie assembling of the Legislative Body. . Now &e Legis- 
lative Body mee^r in just oneiwedc firom. to^de^ and in. three w«eks 
certainly the bt^get might have been leg^ilarly discussed and voted. 
To d^ecree the appFOpriatioiiui is: to Eetum to a-period anterior to the year of 
our Lord 1302, when*, the people of Fraaoe were consulted, for die first 
ttine upon the taxes titey ought to pay. 

We shall retrograde soon to the time of Noah, and. shall deserve a 
dedcge qmte as much as did the sinners: of that remote antiquity.. I am 
aware that the course of tiie Presodenl cannot be stigmatised as tmcon- 
^tutional, inasmuch as tlie constitutibn: doas not take effect till the 
'< great bodies it conBtitutes are organised ;** whioh will not be done till 
next Wednesday. But if ihe President had desiised to leave tbe matter 
tb be examined and decided by hisr legii^atare, he oould easily have done j 
so ; and his failure to leo^ it^ to them to adjust,, ia but one more proof of 1 
his disposition to treat these exponents of. the system, of a national 
representatidn: and of universal suffiage^ witk all possible indignity. 
The right to vote the tasBB was positively the only tangible riglit gua- 
ranteed to the Assembly ; and of this it is cheated by a quibble just 
seven days beforehand. The Legislative Body must decide, says , the 
i^ecUj " whether the situation thus forced upon it and upon the country 
is a decent situation. As fer ourselves, we shall remain content wi^ 
saying tiiat it seems to us- an abandonment of the most ancient righte of 
the nation." 

Digitized by V^OO^ ItT 



YaB.ieeolkctitib»;endlesB Jiate dt aafiuanavinibMihed. by iii» MSnUeur 
during^ the six weeks succeeding the coup d^StaU fhe intertioa of theie 
dDcnmentfr lefpefloiitBd the^ irliolft' ynpeeUtle,. tUittd^ neh, lioiiorable 
-fftpakdaem of' Franof^ as ^ivn^-liicfr oovdisl aneDttortSte^ nraarares of 
tbft. Bresidfiiit. Hie govfinimeKJ? hn bnt iipon fr^aelhod' of d^iztg the 
flEtfae.thmg^. o?er ugam^ m. ai soBwwiiat^ cHflViwrt^ Bumner. IMs cossists 
izL 4ftpictiiig all. dapatifcmeBts ofi tha admiinalEimtuin ar orrcrron with 
ag^liMukftHB fiwr eBDpktTnBnfcr-^iiBif whoift comtayf in iact; ktioeking 
ttkibftjdaD«ro£tii0LpBblio offices^. oiam«vi2i§*'fbrpkoey eag«r to gaaxra 
lalaBajfcBMi undcntho pnosmit govetimBiit^.aiid'ccmMqiiestily^wilSn^^iiay, 
glad.to take liie 09&ai obadioioKto. thejeonrtitiitioB, and 'fidelity to the 
"BasmdeBL TiB»ift^Mie;bji meoni of the' cmnmumfu^ opeoomnnieated 
artiV inaartediD. tibt^. JlbmAsiir, and tern ii»EBee oofied iatoell thet>ther 
jottnmlflu. Ala that:. ''^The Maxahal J«c«na BoBtrparte, iBresideiit'of the 
fin«te». GmvmaBT oi the Imralidni^ seoeiyest everyv day numerous and 
ppmwmy^ apfliaatiiQanFi&r-eiD^ioTBnBt;. aa^ olerks,' miiors^ wardbnB, &c. ; 
hb jfiMk hiinaBitfi oeoBpelled to infonn: tibie poblie^ that h^?eafter no 
attenti<m will be paid to such requests, as every disposable pkiee in the 
giftio£ite'Maxabal Jerome/BoiiaqpBst^ Px«sideat«f>t^ Benato, G^f^mor 
«| iStm^bat^ioB^hamAima alxea^r eoi rf eiaped!iipan*8am.e> fnare'eariy^ appli- 
-MMi." CSwrnnuoigM^.. TbBn&UowB tei FresidM' of ' the LegEdatiye 
B6dy> M4 Billanlt; he, tbo^^dsrhimstlf olidigedito tUns away anp army 
0£ impoEfciBtate oiBBe-saekftst All thft adBisliy in sweeesiTe commth 
mfui»i fKDdoim. thaiii iiudnliiy tw^ aoimnmiMbte: any mocB" hands r the 
administrBtor' of 1 tim pnsMlentiai) stadiles vma^'-t» mere grooms' ; the 
^diraeterQf the na;ti<maI.printa]ig-otkft and editor x)t ^be^Mbmteur d^es 
m> mare eompositarsi III sbont;. tile gor&tamnat Ims- aa^ many men 
ateadyiaits pay aa^^itiean ke^oomfortayyrat woik?; aad^tliough it 
ist grateful, fotr these nenewe&jvoo&of esteem and ernxfifflkiRe, it is forced, 
unwillingply, to deQiioftthesB very Mattering oflbrs *of ' service^ wlSdi pour 
in i^onit from the.fbriinwiiidsi<^ Meain9D,-^--aadiso!£Mtil « 

Tha promised stamp* Aatf upon &vagjx. joosnals' ia new regularly 
levied upon the American incoming maala*. One «m besides iib& postage 
is- required, for eaoh.. newspapee deliveixdj A eircnkr red picture, 
. impreflsed upon the papeE,vis.> assigned as tiie cause of this augraeoted 
: tax. We bear it,. aod,. what is mere, pay it. WBen our £y:hers were 
saddled with a stamp; duty of a fflmilar sort, they resisted, protested, 
fofoght, bled, and died.. We, their, children^ a degeoiMrate raee^ mollified 
by a lengthened reaidenoe in. a Euvapean oapitalj and asooo^ ^lerva- 
•ting manners — 6pirit4>iT&en by long endurance of. a harsh, degrading 
tyranny, we, their, emaaeulated^o&pring,. put onr hands into oust pocket, 
fake^oiit the change, and. SBbndt.. We nes&er fights nor bleed, nor die. 
We ore Teiry glad to get oar papers GE9«ix:at:thiaia;i%fm«itedtrate, and feel 
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grateftil that they are deliTered to qb at all} it would be so ea^ t» 
withhtdd them altogether. -jf 

M. de la Queroimidre spent several days in the Department :ofi4^ 
Cantaly pireTioas to the election, in order to dmm np the votn^wtA 
insure his own snooess. On his retnm from the field, crowned :^rith. 
▼ictorions lanrek, he resumed his post as editor of the Pays, in an^artidB 
which has affixrded no small amusement. M. de la Oueronnidre taiisliis 
apostacy well ; he does not write Napoleonism like a man (teand^'ta'a 
task that he must accomplish or starve ; his is evidently no unwilling 
service; he is no loth, reluctant renegade; he works with a wiU* taoA 
his heart is evidently in his toil. Not that the music that he gzoBdi is 
not machine-music, after all ; hut the grinder turns merrily away «t' the 
crank, like a hand-organ-man that sees his monkey is doing a JhAk 
business, and picking up an abundant grist of coppers. No one AnditS 
that QueronniSre was bought, and bought for cash down, witii floearsMii 
consideration afterwards. The place he has obtained; he is bimriRlhiik 
Deputy in the Legislative Corpse, as we sometimes call the atffl^lMria 
Corps Legislatif. ^ • -^ od? 

A singular instance of the changes in men and things bEonght iudk 
from year to year, was the publication of an obituary upon Mantestyihy 
Lamartine, in the Steele. Lanuu^tine's own journal, fhe Paye, had^tap 
oTor to the enemy, and could no longer find in the life or death aUk 
Bepublican matter^ of interest to its readeit, or food for rcfleofiaa Jlir 
itself. When Ben Franklin went home from Philadelphia, his molWr 
did not know him; she locked him into the room where he slept, tlia|dft 
might not decamp with the teaspoons. Had Lamartine sent hs<to^/lmtp 
to the PaySf M. Gueronnidre would have held it out at armiE^ Idi^^ 
asked who this Lamartine and who this Marrast were, and finally atdfU 
it into the receptacle of things lost on earth, to keep it from brs^dhig 
mischief: But I leave you to judge, from a portion of the article of ftibs 
• elected editor, whether his panegyric does not come fr(mi the heart, vim the 
pocket, and if he has been bargained Ibr, whether he has not been paM 
for. Hear the membei for Cantal : ... :^' 

"We have just received a great h6nor. We have been electoer hi a 
Department where we were personally unknown, and whiob has be^pi 
kind enough to prefer us to six candidates, our honorable compefiitors, 
all b^onging to the neighborhood, supported by local feelings, nnmeitms 
relations, important interests, habits of long standing, and itifljifliMwyi 
legitimately acquired. And aU this without constraint, without pieswM, 
without corruption, without intimidation. Every vote was free» ' The 
departmental administration of the locality, as loyal as it is devoteii the 
prefect, the sub-prefects, macely indicate the desires of the govemsieiil; 
without forcing them upon any one. They appealed ^^i^o thsf.MB* 
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t of the electors, and made use of no other influence than that of 
persuasion. While a considerable number of fonctionaries voted freely 
a^amst the candidate of the government, the whole of the peasants, 
^nvaped behind their mayors, their priests, their justices of the peace, 
dtiopped into the um, with the name of that candidate, their spirit of 
ttder. and their vote of patriotism. 

v'*<Ye8y indeed, we are proud of this result, and we have a right to be soy 
aum^we do not draw from it any profit, or any flattery to our vanity. 
But. we learn from it the full extent of the duty before us. This duty 
WBshilL fulfil." 

' ' Bffw many admissions in this short extract ! M. Gueronnidi^'s 
isdiTidaaHty made subordinate to the government; his own insig- 
iifiaince in presence of the question whether the government had not 
^x%ht to propose any candidate it liked, Mr. Smith or M. OueronniSre, 
W»m a tt €3r which, and force the election of either ; the inevitable inference 
iks^ bad M. Smith been presented, he would have been elected, and, 
tiH*elbne, that Bi. Queronni^, of himself, is nothing; the old stoiy of 
the voters following the priest to the poUs, and of the crucifix being put 
4Qft the ballot-box, to instil a healthy dread of a speedy purgatory to 
t&.lMfractory electors. M. Gueronni^re protests that there was no 
ptditiiDal intimidation resorted to in his department ; but he speaks of 
ilk grouping of the peasants behind their mayors, their priests, and 
tiieiF justices. This may^not be intimidation, for the French rustic 
doiettnot need to be roughly handled to keep him in the traces. 
C&jfltery, whether by the mayor or the priest, will usually answer all * 
pQZIioses. And probably M. GueronniSre's election, like that of his two 
hmdred and sixty colleagues, is due to the combined infiuence of the 
majority of Church and State. 

' The Charivari makes occasional excursions upon the political arena, 
sod now and then its shafts do telling damage. It lately l>urlesqued an 
artiole by this same Gueronniere upon the nature of a political oath, 
from which I translate a pungent passage. Gueronnidre is supposed to 
be discoursing : 

''You say, for instance, aloud, I swear fidelity to Peter and his 
government. 

*'But you add, in an under tone — ^provided that neither one nor the 
other do anything contrary to the interest of the coimtry or to my 
own private interest. In this case, I steer off at a tangent, without, 
however, at all violating my pledge. 

''Let us develop this idea : 

"Peter is in power; from this I naturally conclude that he and the 
ooontry are in sympathy together, that he represents the ideas and the. 
seeds of a majority of the citizens* . . ^. .< . , .^ 
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100 rsJsoLoiajSD ssxsosbbs .w j^asm. 

' <*^r '-»iBi<nw^i»e<to tekeiJie osthrof fidelit^y. 

'^I^atiidtiBni eoraBHBtds lae tyjoeaa^lj withinii deky. 

*^Bst, aQ of tL'stMea^ P^r ia thiowii tcaxa powei:. I £oa8lad£,J&Gan 
flHsliuct ke and'lte-eoiiiitry.aBe no hmfgar m syvq^peibfj, uad tkat Jbe has 
ceased to TepreBeart ii» ideas ofi^ema^nty. 

"If, in such a state oMhings, I remained MthM to him^it is evident 
that I should betmy theinteests irf my.&Uow-^itizeiw. J .tlieDe£E»re 
join, immediatelj, ihe wnmiiig-pnefy. 

"^A certain period olqpsee, and it laqspeos that the jconquerors are in 
their turn conquered, and that a connter-reyolatLon restores Peter to 
power, it is iBflEsifest' that jPcster. has hec<»ne ^pain dear to the .nation^ 
aadlhat'he reprasents anteatozB the ideas of the m^ority. 

^ I make faaster to jretnm and swear renewed . fidelity to.Peter and liis 
flowTuncnu 

'"Jol ooiiiy'tfaflBefinre, hy means of mental restriationsy is merely a 
jDcthod'Of ^sweaving fidelify to the coaquaxors, and desertion to the con-. 
^qnazcd. 

' *<!nwie ai«%in.'hi8tozy semal ed e hBatadioatfas : 

"The oath of the throe fiwMB j 

"Hke oath of ti» HamtiM 

« Aad^ the oath that oM -mothiT Jiohsaon .took .to avenge the death of 
'hear est 

'"The oath that I, the Casoiit Guexom^^e, intend soon to take 
fidthfoUy to servo. M. Ltmis Bonaparte, will make the fonrth celebrated 
oatii." 

Tins disooorse, says the Ciarivarif has produced an immense sensation, 
and is tofae finth'with tEaaslstied into Latin. 

It seems that the Administration of the Colonies expects a good deal 
of «iekiiess in its mow penal Jciettlement in Guiana. A military and a 
- civil hospital are to he immediately eceoted there, and ships are already 
loading mth pro?isifflis and sick men!s diet. During the last month, 
40,000 aations of £QDr,-vegetabIes^ salt-pork, wines, preserves, and con* 
centrations have been placed on shipboard — one single house having 
Teceived an order for 13^0Q0f. worth of preparations for making thin 
soup, preserved milk, etc. A hundred thousand quarts of wine will he 
49ent witMn a month, togetiior with a quantity of butter, chocolate, ^ple- 
jelly, qoinceimnnaJadey and prunes ! Soit^eems that the sick are to be 
royally dieted, hut, as it psohably will. not. prevent them from dying, the 
government will doubtless take the precaution to -send out a carg^ of 
grave-stones, at the same time giving orders for .the laying out of a 
spaeioQs.ceaeitery. Theccmvicts are never caUed by their .names, and 
are only known by thoir numhens, felon No. 11, sleeping in bed No. 11, 
and so on. The grave-stones can thus receive thair ^inscriptions in 
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adien«e, .md can i)e flo^mad iMfore ttiiey Hrtart. It vmll wKive as a 
hni&Minxnl JaBSDiiitortihetmdpntBi Jb^ JmowitbAt rtlwir jgraoaie.head- 
piacflBoiite^a&rbeardrthe^nnifi.-flldp^mtiii .thon^tesipsetfutt.aiid iaeTiiable. 
TSiBi^siBxsrtaBaBt'at QmjBmatmiliLiB^adijaaxij AiaaaiaagimBmaBtoottiud 
wtBCB of itibeideeeaied, And \will/at^ rt».«hied.a tear ovar the JEaound'of 
liie isreproaBhable No. ftQ,iar vwill JiaaTfi a ai^ as ]ie goaes.at the laat 
resting-place of that excellentt(atic«D«.iSIFjo. 10 ! 

J .'buwjii atleaamca to lay dwini^^.liat to^j, :¥aiBg^'Mi-^Oar^me,>ihe 
poBi^oflice ek)8B83aBt amneli earlier JftowrsfiiaA nnaL I am eon^pelkd to 
omit ^Mivand !i«ttais of iiit8BeBt,rand ^aaanfiae part .to jSAFe the whisda. 
YoBipDoiiik^ kaew^what.MMlBsdamki; it i]8<aihalfwmi^ihoaae areotad 
nnd'^avraj hereon ^ihe begbniis^ .and iSub (end of Lmk, Thk YittnoDS 
raeervlf ^baa/daaaniundaztakaBJtoJMt f&r dBnty darira and forty .nights* 
bat invariably ^ves out on the twenty-first, and this day of abandon- 
ment of duty and. desertion of principle has now become one of the most 
firmly-establif^ed Jeasts of* the €hnrch. The Gamiyal recommences his 
reign, and wields .a precarious empire for twenty-four hours — just long 
enough to upset society and orertum the most respectable traditions of 
the post-office. 



CHATTEH ^LTII. 



A JianXE .MDtCBAL iABiQ&yttnaN— tLOlOS KAPOIJllHr BECOMES A KIL- 
-TS<XmASB.^-iA fBB«fEMBCHf8 'fleaSieaf OF iTHE IiEfiaaUAlTnBE-rOQIf- 
GREMS^lSkkL .IttilSXiBBS. 

April 5th, 1852. 
YisrrEBDAY^Pabn Sunday, was .a .great day for the .ajght-JKors. Thaxe 
weae no leas than three most attractlTe ceremonials succeeding each other 
through the day. ^t half-past eleTen,jyi..DonnetyJL£chbiahop of JBop- 
daauXy.lately appointed cardinal by.thfi Pope^jzeceiYed fnom the handstof 
the Presidantt in the chapel of the Tuilexies, the tbaret, or red jc^p, 
bfanght&om.£ome by the delegate of his .holiness. Theie was a great 
pasade of .aenaioxs, cardinals, ambasaadoia, etc., along the ^aay, aiid.a 
Tastczowd of uBpectatozs coUactad by the novelty of the q^tade. Ji. 
high maas was anng by the artists of .the Opera and Opera Comiqu^ 
under tha dixeotion of M. Adolphe Adam* The nnw fiftyfl^i^al made a 
long address to the Psesident, who in his turn replied ; it is needless to 
aay that mutual admiration was conspicuous in both of these gentlemen^ 
discourses. The one ;was last in jcaj^tore whenaTer he roYerted to iliie 
coup tPStaif and Jha othar aimed in all Jxis^affarfaat tha triumnha»fjBali- 
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gion and the gloiy of God. After this cemnoiiy the PrendeoEt^^ent 
down stairs and reviewed a quantity ctf artilleiy, and distnMed wmmnl 
liandAilfl of &Vor8 and decorations. It was then his intention 4».iltTe 
gone to the steeple^^hase at Ville d'ATray, where an elegant trOtaie, 
gandilj hnng with flags, was waiting for tiie chief of tiie state. . Wt it 
was abeady late, and affiiirs of state recalled M* Bonaparte ts^ihe 
Elysfie. But the race went on without him. ' >■'''' 

The Senatus-Consultum fixing the annual salary of tiie Pr esida nt ^was 
passed, in an extra seonon, on Saturday last There were i% a ani b fer B 
present, and 79 gave an affirmatiTe vote upon the propoaitkn pBMSttfed 
fo their acceptance. Twelve millions of francs a yeai^2,40(^0004dlMi 
— ^is the annual dotation granted to tiie Prince-President, together ^wtlil 
the right to occupy, or use as he pleases, the following Boyai pAe o s : »>'U 

Palace of the Tnileiies Palace of St, Qoud .,j^7»'i^ 

„ „ Louvre Chateau of Compiegne T/.,^/, 

„ „ Elys^e „ Meudon . . ^^2]i 

„ of Versailles „ Pan. ...^ 

„ Trianon. . \^^ 

Together also with the exclusive right to hunt in the forests of Tea 
Compiegne, Fontainehleau, Marly, and St. Germain. Louis 
civil list amounted alsato 12,000,000 francs, but he was obliged te 1 
the palaces in repair, and tiie woods, gardens, and grounds in 'MUlf .^ 
Their products,— wood for fiiel, hay, building-stone, etc.,— were 0ol#'l# 
his account The state now assumes the charge of maintalitinyl^ 
palaces and the grounds, and claims whatever revenue the forest! tkfifl^ 
parks may yield. Monseigneur has thus snugly foathered his n»it* *^T^^ 
I have said that the published reports of the sessions of tiie I^^^istth^ 
tive Body are such as emanate frt>m the bureau of the chamber iSiar^^ 
with this duty. The papers of the next day contain a " summarif^'^ 
the doings of the day before ; the day after they are allowed to g^ 
pnblidty to a somewhat more extended report, the chamber ha^n^,^f(^' 
instance, to-day to vote and accept the report made out of its labo^af^ 
yesterday, to be given to an impatient dty to-morrow! When "tel^* 
legislatuie takes a holiday, or a succession of hdidays, thne *enM|jli^ 
elapses between the erent and the report to create a world, and lit^l^ 
one day to rest in beside. Thus, last Friday, the deputies a^odji^e^' 
over till Monday, to-day; we shall, therefore, know to-morrow, TnesS^i^ 
what they did on Friday! In the mean time we have to be eonteoM* 
with the following "summary," which I translate bodily from'^Sg*'; 
Momteur:-^ :• «'^ ?- 

« Opening of the Session at 2 o'clock, 2d of ApriL •■^'' 

Blading and adi^tionofthe report of tiies««<mo|^4|^^ -■- '^ 
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\ AdJPKMaa and oath of M. Bucher de ChauTign^. 
„ rJbdmlMMmof MM. Dauzat and Paul Dnpont 
: A^ort «f M. Lanqnetin upon tilie election (^ M. de Saint Hennine. 

. &iB99nBa» of M. Boohier de I'Eduse tending to annul that election. 
' Meglj of M. de Saint Hermine. 
: Spoedll^ M. de KerdreL 

Election of M. de Saint Hennine declared valid. 
vrfi0wN> tose at half-past 3. 
■-, 'B^tmoKiHfw, Satoidaj, no session." 

: Ifopir^tQerbiinly, what we already know of the occupation of the depu- 
^gg^Uet Fdday, is quite enough. The details thus given of a rather 
tSfdjo^^woTli are amply sufficient. But had the session heen of the 
mosl^iBteesting and important nature, we should have heen told no 
more. What, in fact, is the advantage of knowing that M. Bouhier de 
rEduse made a speech, if we don't know what he said? Where is the 
use of ikhig infprmed that M. de Saint Hermine replied, if we don't 
know what his reply proved or refiited ? But the effect of this system 
will, in the end, be what Louis Napoleon had in view, when instituting 
these regulations — ^the diversion of the public mind from all interest in 

gll^g^Ulltion of the country ; the gradual abandonment of politics to 
flffROTiBient; the speedy abdication of the people of all authority 
^^nilD^oe in questions of state, and thdr committal to hands that 
^Wed^tined to hold them, and made capacious enough, by Provi- 
40|c|||-iBg^»asly to wield them, and resolutely to ding to them ! 
'xQiif.-inevitable result of the new system of regulations will be to 
i^aie^*the legislature the best-behaved political body extant, and the 
dc^ti^ the most bland, easy, amiable gentiemen to be found holding 
aqy^^tlilioal capacity. And, indeed, what else can you expect of indivi- 
^^^i who have neither initiative nor responsibility; who have no 
%a^ measures to carry, no hostile policy to defeat; whose course is 
ssv^alked out that each one knows the crack he is to walk and the line 
lii»,1s,4e toe P How can a man lose his temper when every body is on his 
iH&r How can a man fail to preserve an impassive mien, when he can 
Qfjtlh^ turn, nor stir, nor swerve, nor budge? Where you have a 
T^jyalatiTO Body that really possesses power, and really enjoys inde- 
p«Mj^nee^ there you may eiq^^ect, and you rarely fail to find, great inde- 
qpiniii, perhaps occasional brutality, as in the Congress of the United 
StM^ ; where you have aLegislative Corps belonging, body, soul, and vote, 
t^fCBQe superior power above — ^whioh has no power to enforce good or to 
eqilBiedteWl, which has no share in the credit of the beneficial measures 
it may be called upon to pass, and no responsibility in the pernicious 
councils it may adopt— there you will find serenity, composure, dignity, 
decorum, as in the French Legislative Corps. Whoi;! (^^iy^(^ an 
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independent body tJiatis'BiiibfRiily.dMarans ? :^bid'«iian.£ha]l m» le^ 
a decently dignified body indqMndsnt P /fin iFxe&di' confitttniiiBi says 
that there is -no bopeiiare, vodertei jmm. 



CHAPTER XLI.Y. 



THE PRESIDENT 'lOSTS '^THS IirGFnRQSirEB«a]Xri(ff'im£'jJML6--^3Aj!QQS& 
TCTWIf— TWO (HE]rnirafEN'7B)0M^*BOI7KBQN'HB^&:Ca?;THE fi^^ 

M. QuENTiN Battchabt bftslatefy been Hsent ^to ike .soathasi fdepact* 
ments by the President, on an errand of 'inteqiositbn bekweMi itlpv- 
prisoners, conVieted by themised ccmnnnsiofiHi, xnd vftdtr.ioifes^^ 
|ate. 'Gen. Ca nrobert 'has been dutrgcd witti ^mmlkar mmsm.ikx4i^: 
central departments. Th^ 'were both -olotheft ^th &E fioiiiflr^;^. 
pardon, im c o nj Utl onally, or 'to commute ooe gseatsnte ifioff <a»eth«i|^ 
according to the merit of ftte ixwes submitted :to fiiiem. iEgsoBL^^b^ 
manner in ^whidi this duty fans be«n rftafilied^. Aeieis bafci own iw ti^nl 
inference-to be drawn : that iiie>€DPfeitB.«Ld im|iriwi »m pnt s jaadwoa th^ 
heels df tbe eonp d'itat (4O,<I0O it^k'saift)iwCTHfil11ftfl^<nron|y.ty-M.JBpiia^ 
parte's positionj-ndtbytiie gnilfedfthff pBBtiwiiBi «rf«d.; ?fliatttbftJifflt.>uc^ 
passed by the eounoils of ymt und by ctim nnixid ttamMKuaaiaim , ^tmi 
hastily ^nd'uxijn8tiyTendered,tm«E)^yi»'fiteftifyM.iBa^ ia hiEksdi;&^ 

imposed mission. l!lie only ^miy of rpern'm^ ihit Miexe me»^ <TOs^.<m^ 
spiracy a-foqty'was-to-showupermstwBrniiHlagie of.<wiai|piT«.tflrau . . ^ 
It may be -fiuily supposed l^stsiaeeitfaBifllte'eiectbnscaiid thecouue 
df events have' tended to-set^Hhe l^enidsitt /Saaaify Lin^his.6e<4> tlteso-is 
no longer any advantage in pcfliangiiig* the confinffimfint^of the-hoEdfis of 
poMeal' con^^ts. Consequsotly,^ Messas. BaBchajtt and (Canrobert hayje 
been deputedttomot^asdkpflnsafmofiiheccEzseuiiT&filnnenfly. ^Ihe fooner 
gentieman has prc^ted by this carte Uamk^j and hflsjnade a x^al uflcof 
the pardYming 'power entrusted to him. (The -6cal0ton which^bia J^H- 
deHveries Ihave been executed is uttedy ixEeoonnilable .mth cu^ .snp- 
position iof goilt on -the pait of :the ooamiB ithustset .fioee* .A^hundjoed 
'Socialists here ; -foursoore "nd >!Rep&bliea]iB,(af the deepest huQf ihere.; .th^ 
prison d»ars opened 'wide somerwheoe ^olse, «ajid aU «the .ecciggiants 
dismissed 'with ^a leetuzo ; « iiteiices rto liayenne (fioouauted to .m^OBg^ 
^surveillance ^by Ihe pcKliee; eadk tmellaivittd cdowu linto Aaaoiith!».in- 
'oarcerationr; and ^he wfaolB end and ofcgact of ^tnal, fioavictioii, j^jod 
Tonishmeitt-^tlLe removal or •witbdzswaLiif Jiu^^erous ^pensaas^nttutal* 
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ixed by tbe^lndiaeriimxHie'Tue xif .the pardoiugg poTCer — such hare bfien 
the ftatores — such the result of M. Bauchaxt^ yisit to the south. 

!lf- these mfin hadrbtten AS^iltgr aathe «DUiuils of war declared them^it 
TTOBli be >Jia aleawifty io. rekaae .thai ; .and the Presideat would haxe 
taken^cBisraMt ix»seod haek i^pau.soeUtty.the jiestilent reptiles it had 
^eetfid fiooBitiisrbwom. .Lcan.jee butane ei^la-natiDn ofM. Baxichaxt's 
actaraMdiaaryj^erataiiMkiqiOTi hia late jnisabn ; that the prkoneis whose 
dbumfiihe ]iBsi«iikDaedi]Mid.aeE¥;edu}iit the tern to which the. exigencies 
of liouis .ifi^skoiiLS jpositiflB (had .conskmned them. J did not . at thd 
time be]iBT&.ose.9attrterx]f thA.iiLdiTidaalsjiiTeatfid, g;niltj.Qf thejerimes 
laid to tfaeir charge. .l.aeTsr.eotdd find. that.thergoYexnment.made good 
Ik'ftUegatiaDajagdiiBt.theBiL; .AadJ cannot to-day, when the m^ority of 
them are unconditionally sent about their business^and let.loose upon the 
society they had threatened to overwhelm, regard the charges against 
them in any other Hght than that of a highly-coloured but convenient 
and effectiTe fiction. It is, of course, needless to pass any strictures 
upon this wholesale system of incarceration, as part of the coup cTetat ; 
on I can say in its favor is, iimt it 'has been eminently successful, in- 
asmuch as it enabled the Dictator to bind the nation, hand and foot, in 
submission to^his will. 

The toliowing is "Ih© i»xt of -ttie 'paper ^signed by the prisonen 
liberated:— 

*%'ihd muEhnigned, declare that I accept with gratitude the pardon 
granted tme^hy ike Fdnee^Biesident of ihe .Eqpablic, and rixfj xeleaM 
Mta ezpukion.'fiNna JPwaa^.to which J was condemned hj the .mixed 
ttmaaisson cf :i ho ■ , and I pnimise never to ,belai^ to tany secret 
ioeiely,mflnto.medd2e anyJ&urther with^poUtieayibut to be^thM to the 
gOEvemmMit-^diiflh Eraaiie has,giYisn.heoieif by .her voter of December 20 
and!21,1851.'' 

tfiesBienl Ganrobett '4Mams «to rfawre Jnlfilled Jbis mission in. the « central 
departments witii a litUe moze .xeserve. iHe . even wrote.a letter to the 
Bnsidialtiftem C9la«iflcy, denouncing the Socialism everywhere present 
in tiKt:dep«i!tBMat 1 have .said that this pkoe was a sort of banner- 
toim aftsr the 2nd of <!DeQemhsr. More hocrors were told of its 
inUhHaiilBjimoie calimmieB were heaped upon them by the .government 
fsonuds, iiian joertainiky^ upon any othear twenty communes in France. 
Cfanncy ^tae^ in Bonsequenoey a reputatum which it will find it dififieult 
to shake off. 

'GsDend^Oanrofaert TkHwi the jaik <^.at least a hundred towns, in his 
ronads, and made a report to .ilie President, of the coume. he Jiad jmrsued 
in eidh. ^ne of these only is ^published, that from Gkmecy ! Whene 
im*iiieorthflr nintfi^ and nine ? The in&renoe would be that only one 
im limight likely -to. tell in .the.£2esidfisit'A&vor^and th^^ nponers 
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in the other jaiLs were goiltlefls of the crimes laid to their charge taipi^^. 
momentary purpose. -/.r.^i 

We have news from He Bourbon to the 22nd of January. f)ien»rii^ 
one feature of the intelligence that leans slightly toward the bndesqiie:^ 
An election had taken place, in which two gentlemen, MM. SnUy Bsluifet 
and Adrien Bellier, were elected the representatiyes of Bourbon toi l^e 
late National Assembly. The honorable delegates were to aab :«ff 
immediately for France, to take their seats and fulfil iSieir laiasMMi. 
Somewhere on their way, they will hear of the coup ^Stat, and il.i]^: 
have the courage to come any further, they may perhaps, at tbe ims^ 
relay, be gratified with the perusal of the new constitution j-^-^n whMt 
they will find that Algeria and the colonies will send no deputies, to ^ 
present legislative body. .fo* 



CHAPTER XLV. 



THE PRESIDENT MAKES A JOURNEY— THE CfHARTVARI GETS A WAaOf • 
ING— A NEW STYLE OF PORTRAIT— THE MARKET-WOMEN HAYe" A 
CAROUSE. * ' 

April 22iid, 1352, '^' 
The President has left us, and is probably at this moment manj: 
miles from Pans. Do not give way to needless exhilaration, for lie' u 
coming back again to-morrow. He took his departure last evening Ijf 
special train upon the Orleans road, in company with the Minist^ qi 
Public Works, Interior, and Justice, upon a tour of inquiry in the an- 
cient province of La Sologne. This unhealthy district, half o^ it 
parched to a degree of aridity almost without parallel, and the other half 
so marshy, that the unwary bog-trotter is engulfed at every st^ has 
long been praying for a system of drainage which may relieve its most 
pressing needs. The President and M. Lefebvre-Durufi6 have gone to 
see whether it is possible for the state to undertake the digging of a 
canal through the tract, for the purpose of diverting the moisture from 
the bogs into the desert. It is probable, too, that the President will 
make a speech, after which they will return to Paris, highly edified 
•with the results of their tour. 

The Charivari received on Monday a " warning" from the Minister 
of Police, on account of an article published in the issue of Sunday. I 
translate a portion of the article. It forms part of a series of supposed 
extracts from a Paris journal of the year of our Lord 1902, and repre- 
sents the state of society and the pass that ^^ze9^^(^9^L<P^™^ ^ ^^ 
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tbaiperiofil. The extract particularly incrixnlnated hj M. de Maupas, is 
entitled <* Izuragnration of the statue of Hippolyte Fortool." Now, 
Itippolyte Fortoid, ez-Miniflter of the Marine, is at present Minister of 
FabliB distraction. 

■'4f rAftf imposing ceremony took place to-day. 

i^^TtLe-statne of Hippolyte Fortonl was inaugurated in presence of an 
temisoa crowd collected upon the Place du CarrouseL 

'^Ife-is well known that this great minister, struggling against the 
pft^diees of has tone, snatched France from the darkness of Greek and 
Ltftto, send opened to new ciyilization the path in which it has ever 
s&M marched. 

yi^Wcut&ol'B stfdne is made of wood. Sculpture in stone, marble, or 
laronze, which was very well in primitiye ages, is not up to our ideas. 
Wood comes nearer to nature, which is the end and aim of all art. The 
frock-coat of the minister, his pantaloons, and his waistcoat, are all 
painted with the most scrupulous fidelity ; his watch-chain is gilt ; two 
enamelled eyes imitate the human orbs with remarkable success ; and an 
ingenious mechanism in the interior of the statue opens and shuts them 
fil^t^ooe to time. Fortoul can also lift his two arms. 
^. ''jtThes minister is in the attitude of a hero, trampling bachelors of 
letters under foot, while a Latin dragon endeavours to burst his fetters, 
an^ A Greek hydra squirms in yain with his innumerable heads. 

'*'T^6 discourse was pronounced on this interesting occasion. Public 
Hi^u^i^ has gone out of fashion. A serious and practical nation like 
^i wotild find no entertainment in listening to a string of more or less 
SMia^ki^ phrases. We no longer live, happily, in the time of the 
waf^iir. When the veil was withdrawn from tiie statue, the crowd 
^Vtbree cheei*s and struck up a frantic rigadoon around the monu- 
ij^wL This is better than all the rhetoric in the world." 
^Tphe article then goes on to enumerate the various blessings which 
:fml^ve accrued to society from the partial innovations of fifty years 
^/^'The papers of the 17tii of April, 1902, announce that the Palais 
^^Quatre-Nations is to be demolished, as the Academy being abolished, 
uieice is no further 4ieed of it. The well-known reading-room on the 
porn^r of the Rue Vivienne is to be converted into a shop for the sale 
^^l^dy-plums. The statues of politicians, authors, artists, etc., oma- 
nieiitiiig the facade of the Hotel de Yille, are to be removed. These 
ftl}9i^;9l;idols are to be replaced by mementoes of gentlemen who have 
j benefited society : such as Lantimdche, the inventor of the magneto- 
Sfic India rubber great-coat; Cabassol, the discoverer of purgative 
Verdural, well known for his hybrid vegetable, entitied the 
i^io artichoke. The Sorbonne is to become a manufactory of lamp- 
black; a troop of Chinese actors is performing nJ^tizU^vComedie Fran- 
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^eme, the Orend O^eraiiftigimgrexiiffiitiinft^ippgl^^ n<n%>nndrtin 

Wow all tWa^ seeiMi 1» lar^axgood Imnmrsd^ttEtranragtaBaaiipaa. the 

results likely to flow from M. Fortoul's presence in tbe^epdhineft. Xlittve 
given the article at length, titet yosr readar» nu^ ae&.wh«l;.iii.oiiz time 
oonstitates a ** dSlUdsi prBW." Gm. mom vmDomg^ andthe Cbmivari 
is wonnd up. 

Tbe worlmifln in thr nuonifactey of ChMinrf ti^Maby are soon 
tocompleto the Ml-kof^ pm-trait of Lmm Na||eie«B^ desigpwft^ bj 
Horace Y^net, and commeiKed in: \&SQu I .theosktrthat' I had alxeadjr 
seen M. Bonaparte in every imaginable form, but this it^tt -j^oasaam: I 
had not looked forward tfiu We havehim in.oil8^paatel% ctajgoAS) and 
water-colors: in piaster, marble, and. biflemt,v<». b«s*efieft,,aHLcaBieo»; 
on medals, on coins ; on h aTidknrchi e fih» on badigeB;, oa^pjoat-effieeHstaiiEpfly 
and on the wnst of appk^piesu His fec^^rea. harve been> made^palpable 
to the bUnd msn^ trooh.by being impxesscdatrxmgjjnsoa Biistdl beard, 




Two Dames de la Xalle. • 

and made to ooze out on the other side, tinxs giving: the paper the 
appearance of suffering from a blood-blister. The hos^tal erf the 
Qninze-Vingts is famished with a supply of these tangible miniatures 
for the use of its sightless inmates. The Charivari has, in tin^ gone 
by, given us burlesques of the imperial features dene upon stone, and 
I have seen others executed witha piece of diarooal. behind a kitten 
door. Sketches of tiiis sort, bowevw, are not tebe relied- oa for- fideli^ 
of imitation j unsightljr ffitertfons-and unseenify disfigwoBments. bong 
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'UMOtBy considered^ indispensablb: cfilaxact^Hsticr. Aibd now tise Pimt 
dent is to.be done in carpet, and to be iimnortalized in tapnstiT^! 

The marketrwomen of Pliris, who are Bontipariiitm emagtin, bxq 
OTDfLmentiaLg. their stalls, mth bnsts of the Piiesid^^* to qnite^ a. con»f 
deroble extent. Two ceremonies sre^ irnaru^lj peifiEnrmed on these 
offcaKions. The Tiragoes form a procession^— the handsoomit: of them 
canc^^ing. the bust crowned' with knrel^— and headed B^^' a' priest;. marob 
in ateta-to the market, where the plaster cast is deposited with all due 
aolemnit^. OB a shelf; the priest then blesses it, and invdEes'tiierdivizie 
&ror. upon. the fish-women who have ''iiiaiignrRted^lt. I ha^e heard 
of. ssrords being blessed, and of benedictrons pronounoed< npen looomo- 
tLveSi and balloons. This hallowing of bnstsis the latest noveltip^. Les 
dmmes dala.haHe, haying got a bnst on- their mantie-pieee, always oon- 
dnifi with one on the floor, Ibr the reH^ns ritesi are followed byi a 
^odons carouse. 
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SBTEN IHTKDBED' THOUSi^D PEOPXB.IN THE STEEETS— THE FETE QP 
THE EAGLES— A MONSTER BALLr-THE COUP-D'ETAT DANCES A QUAD- 
BILLE^-AN ESISOB.EaiBBOBS EBOJl PEISOK. 

May Wihi 1BS2. 
Like the Ides of March, the Fetes of May have come and gome. The 
distribatian of the Eagles, the ball at the Ecole MOitaire, the dinner at 
the Tuileries, have passed off as was annonmced in the programme ; the 
moni^ier fireworks will be lighted upon the Trocadero to-night; 

Sixty thousand men under arms, massed together upon a ler^l space 
large ^lough to hold them easily, is certainly an imposing sight, and 
one that perhaps Paris only is able to offer. But in a country whose 
anny comprises nearly 400,000 soldiers, it is not remarkable that a 
seventh part of the whole force should be collected in the capital, upon 
an oecaiion like the present. Though the ceremony ^ras strictly military, 
it was the civilians that presented the most striking speetaole. A 
city let loose upon itself, and the neighboring provinces let loose upon 
the city, a million of people in the streets, and four hundred thousand of 
them at least in the immediate vicinity of the Champ de Mars, — ^without 
disorder, without drunkenness, without accident — everybody cheerfai, 
polite, yielding unhesitating obedience to tiie stringent regolations 
of the police — ^no scrambling for places, no loud or profane tdking, no 
vulgarity, no excess, no practical jokes, — such was theniarvelloaff seene 
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that withdrew my attentloii firnm the gorgeous pageant upon ttie j^I^i^ 

to the crowded embankments and hill sides that surrounded it. A pe0|gts! 

that will not get drunk upon a holiday, that practices temg^iuuiL 

forbearance, dectmun, on oocasions of a grand festivity, is alTraja 

wonderful in the eyes of an Anglo-Saxon, whether Briton or Ameri^aok \ 

The temperance, contentment, and frugality of the French are q[^aI]^^ 

that coTer a multitude of sins— many more than charity can excu^e^ 

What it is in the French that makes 'tiiem upon general holidays spoE % 

remarkable exception to the rest of the world, it would be difficiilir to! 

tell. It is not the effect of any repressive law, for there is none u^k 

the sulject; and if there were, the people would not be as gaytanct 

cheerful as they are. It is not the want of means, for though few 'K>|i 

Monday, for instance, drank brandy-and-water, or any really spiriftiiJ^ 

fluids, the consumption of mild-beer, liquorice-water, lemonade^ cpiN^ 

ice-creams, etc. etc., was really enormous. All the disposable grouhi^ M 

the neighborhood was covered with benches and tables; gates ^we^ 

taken off their hinges, and wide breaches made in stone-walLs, to mj^ 

access to tented fields where the dust might be washed frpm^thu^ 

throats. Every body spent from ten sous to a franc, which woul4^^ 

paid for glorious bacchanals, had the consumers been uprpafi<^Q(sl¥ 

inclined. We can learn many a social lesson from the French, althcMwn 

they do allow themselves to be led by the nose in politics, and J^^e^r^i;: 

dare say their souls are their own in religion. ' . ^_ *"^' 

The weather was as faultless as that which uniformly ushers u^ §m^ 

out the fourth, of July throughout the United States; hence wo.n^ij; 

infer that Heaven smiles upon the coup d'etat The Americans general^ 

hoped for rain, while some of the more vindictive prayed for a tliuni^- 

storm, and a flash of lightning down the altar. But all these tpkens^^ 

celestial displeasure were studiously withheld, and the sun shone /ben^. 

nantly all day long. The sixty thousand soldiers were there, infiin&y,\ 

cavalry, artillery ; the six hundred priests and the archbishop of Baxis. 

were collected on the steps leading to the elevation on which the holy 

sacrifice was to be performed; the band of 1,500 executants stood 

ready ; the 400,000 spectators lined the embankments and crowded the 

tribunes erected on either side ; while the distant hill of the TrocaderQ 

overlooking the whole was covered with a' sea of heads, if by any figure 

of speech you can suppose a sea to have risen some 200 feet above its 

own leveL 

Opposite the altar, and built against the fr^nt of the Ecole Militairey. 
were the tribunes of the President and of the great bodies of the state. 
With such taste and elegance was this temporary structure erected, that 
it almost put to shame the severer architecture of the Military School 
behind it. Eagles, statues, velvet, mirrors. Gobelin tapestry, Brossela 
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<SM^ had been used as imsparingly as if they were to remain daring 
^ K^esident's ten years' term. The two sides of the Champ de Mars 
11^ tmed with tribunes, erected by the different ministries and public 
Edifies at their own expense. The embankments not thus occupied were 
QpiHi. to the non-paying public, and were crowded at an early hoar. 

Ottimon began to announce the approaching solemnity at a quarter 
bdbre twelre. At twenty minutes past that hour, the President and a 
bdlljant staff were descried crossing the Pont d'l^na and entering the 
plam. Louis Napoleon was mounted on an English horse, lately pur- 
diaiaed by him for 300 guineas. He rode rapidly along the columns of 
artillery, then passed to the infantry occupying the right of the plain, 
(liod io the cavalry posted upon the. left. There was but little cheering, 
an4. very few cries of Vive VEmpereur! This is certain and contested 
by no one. Dismounting behind the altar, he went on foot to the front, 
bdw^ low to the clergy, who replied by a unanimous Vive NapoUoni 
axid from thence walked to his own tribune. He was dressed as a lieu- 
tesittit-colonel, and wore the grand cordon of the Legion of Honor. He 
sat'^wn in front of the tribune, and waited for the colonels of the three 
anllg of the service, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, to assemble before him. 
To them were given the eagles destined for their respective regiments. 

Tlie flags which they surmount bear the initials of the President and 
the words jRSpubliqtte Frangaiie, besides the names of the princip|l cam- 
paagns and battles at which each regiment has been .present since its 
ftxmation. At a quarter past one, the distribution being terminated, and. 
thfi colonels being all gathered upon the steps, Louis Napoleon pronounced 
a short address. The standard-bearers then returned to die foot of the altar, 
and a cannon announced the commencement of the religious portion of 
the ceremony. During the elevation of the Host, the drums beat to 
arms, the trumpets sounded the charge, the troops presented arms, the 
flags were lowered, the non-commissioned officers stood uncovered, and a 
hundred and one cannon were fired in quick succession. The Archbishop 
then blessed the eagles, and delivered an address upon a text taken from 
Jeremiah vi. 4 — Sanctificate helium. Monseigneur Sibour has never 
pronounced a more remarkable discourse. The Holy Catholic Church has 
formally sanctified the coup d'etat ; there is, therefore, no inconsistency 
in the head of the church invoking the divine blessLog upon the trappings 
of war. 

Lnmediately after the benediction, the filing off of the troops before the 
President commenced. Again the paucity and feebleness of the imperial 
shouts were noticed by all. At three o'clock, the Champ de Mars was 
empty, the ceremony having occupied considerably less than three 
hoors. As the crowd returned home it found the President's address 
posted in profusion about the streets. An army of bill-stickers had been 

M 
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sOently at work since nooai^. and in sud^ pnrts of tbe city iii» 
gpeeeli wwvtmd bdbre the xrords had heea uttered Bpoa Ui^f^^kna.- 

The hall given upon tbe fellowingiiigiht h^ the samy ta tilie TliWiulmitj 
vm» the most norv^eUoai fHe ever yet seen is Pazifr-^hy awrgenMiitl— 
at leasti It had bsea amMODced that tite. gfoests waold; danee^iii n^fAMr 
ttiataaay hwrerlmiths <m^ntl design^ hntithectent swelled^ nodfOt iSm 
tasteftil laaids of tbe. oxxihiteet, into a temple of solid foiimiti&mmmii 
massive propovtims.. But tins is net the begimdog of tha efoifs. ^M 
half'paat ten, the Ime of camagea (except those of official pQB»OB«{gfli^' 
-whidbi irepeaflowed to fiiilow a.ronte ckeedtD ail otiiBiB) ctEteiided 
from tbe £oorle]Viilit«iDre--die'seeue ef thebaU-^aoorasstiEe PaahoQi^Bis 
Germain, the bridges^ the Flhce. de: la; Conoocde, to thaMaiscm dfiOl^ft 
good two miles. It reqmKed, cfa^ao^ snvrage, . theee houiv ta §ir lim 
diatanoer from- one's house to' tlua tenti . But eTer^T hedj appBvra^.lii 
think that therendtiRW wodii the eflorty ^ndien th^ had fiiiriy.amw< 
asder the oofer ef that miraciiloiisi mBaqoeeu, .- .:: 

The Coort of Btoor of thehotsl.had been ooTeredover, andi^eowfoofed' 
ibr the oceaskn into a^ series of' spoimui' B^^aa.9 at BK^esiaxBtamafAm 
eempany iffvdted, the duusag tekzng piaee in the^ hdL mofoiimffMm 
eeatsm, Hm entnuuie foe tbe 'giieBlB.was by: the lar^r {pttrrmr tlmffhee 
Ponteney-i, The' first boodl was a veslibnLe,. ai ^ oarnors of whidbdarene 
pilastev, the base of each being sappastodiby fbnr large pieeea a^tmraiBc 
— the barrels' npdgfat— one at eacdi coznexv andr a mqrtac betiiiaettXiK&. 
oannon) saroanded bf natmiai flmrars. The" aptpeir part jq£ eaAjpBat 
was Ibnned of sidnesi holstep^gMois^ and b{d{kl&«aacBS.- . -j t-.. 

In the nuuQdeof eaehcannian wsa placed a^hiz^ banquet' < 
gerudamfi kistead of' gra|ie.. B^bre the dooc leading &om thiij^ 
bale of the* bali^-room, stood two kmgfaltB an harsebaek, ul < 
armoar, with lance in hand as if goavding the entranoe. ixaMa^Mm 
baU-roem, on either side, rose a column: «x yards high^ fianoedraf 
cannon-balls^ musket-barrels,, and sabtoea: ihsr sammit b^g fiannadi-rf 
lance-heada with their pfflmpns, and erowned, one wi& a. host at the 
Bmperor,. and thee othec with that of the Fiesid^it. Behind . tliBBa4sv9 
ooiumnsi were to bGF seen the grmb of the Legion iif TTiiiiiii aii iTii 
reoentily established military medal, in: colossal, proportians, faiiBedijaf 
military weapons- of every desoription. 

The ball-room was 70 feet high, 400 feet long by 240 wide. Bmwl 
the whole length- of the hcdl were piannb d9 pillaza formed «£. antti 
iaterlaeed, nisiDfgto-the roof and. aa ppo at in g tsro large: gnUrritirrn finein^ 
cling ike room, and' te which the compBiiy.asc^ided by ^snde sbonanflc- 
The eKoessiTe heat, hei«96ver,.rendei»d: them: oompletelyuitenatfaie.. At. 
one end was: the pmUio eoitra&oe, aniL'the other, that.vessrvedr tat ibe: 
President and his iinnwdiatp atteadaafaand the co>]g^j^fem«<»gwe^ A. 
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rilp^ xvdsei platibim< wMP nnitnicteii; Iwsa,. upon wMeh, W6ro: lofib^ 
oiiiimiiB^ madeof guu^bfineiB and teophnsj^ and sme: dbxen jbiights in. 
<!Mtt^1» 8te^'' l&e dEBpanes.'fteemed of led'^neket^ trmmed iriihi gold^ i 
waBtmxtidtk and heavy mBmUm^ tiutt. it.'aav: ijnp«iil)ki to believe <3)bG(f.- 
]Md*bee& pnt-np'^veithin tfaa ifoak, jottd/woiB^ be :iB]oi]rved.be£)r&.aafithec 
■^DBt^rt; QspoBftef and.emr tSia pidilm entrairaB^%wa» the mast, f^ 
inMtbib dflOMimg ardMstnb ever* ywfc codleotedtin Baria.. Stoaws's uraiMlt 
iras iivrarramMdiiiajIbsiiohift.TolLs^ ofisouiid ba&i»b What think j«a. 
0ialttMl:3IM}^>slii3ag\^^^eAde»/20d£»aiiaaBS aadiS^diixrch beUs.!. Thfip 
laltaepoBdnoediannnarluibifi^Qffeei^ ei^ficialiy in the maDchas*. GamiaR! 
K«>iMkajre ham /ased, alsa,, after thef example of: Mhisacd at tha Ope«%, 
hi^&r tito^ ^ffiixtkieft attending: iL The BOBBeima lighted hy 24,000; 
Oitdloa ia tha hailrooom^ .aod asonaiLsr; nunra ul tha;adgoiniQg apaknMnt&i. 
^e supper wad abundant, and was served to 800 ladies at a tiaMk^whor 
taa&aefttofiesarved for thfim, 4Uid a semaniibr! eveiy twa . Tha gentle- 
men took theis r/e&cflhmanits.staiiding^.at tiiro.intenninabk tablesi to^th^ 
MlKe^iid @i wlmh naoafi waaknoMin to pan^ate. Thirty -thoasaad.ifie^ 
weama wmo pamvided^ iaad I daze to 9&fs oonaumed, for. there weva 1^,000. 
IfQaafeft' I can aay at leafifc.that. ths two which fell to my ahave/were. 
nliglansly disposed .of. These . were also ^ 2,600 bottlea of ehampagfier-^ 
«r ox. peis(iD». tO' a. bottle^ X am. aose that sosiebody went, wit^wit 

iEha-Biike of Eeichstadt's: W^tjE: waa twice executed in the eonxan of 
jfaftTBght, or xaiibcir moniiag ; and as I have never befiore heandthia piece 
c^ mnsie — fiiieh a favourite at homer-in< Fiaoee, I cannot bat think that 
thesnoaeitatiaa o£ thos'SDuvenir oi the Sang.of Emne waa.ordeiedJorthe 
«rmMw> The PreiBidcnt'a March wtt& also several tinues play«d< Thia^ 
iibQSfvid aii'^ and ia kn&wn,- 1 doubt not, to many of you, f6r it is^ the 
MBsiattt- which sia sung the ballad» — ^' It, was. Dunois, the young and the 
huRbf Th»-danmng eosuneneed at two o'dod£,.the President and a 
aei«et.]pacty of. fifteen others <^>ening the bail with un ofiSml quadrille. 
— tile "whole coup ^itat indulging in a littie harmless amusemeut* 
Lauk Napoleon danced with IHme. Amaud, the Ministreas of Wac 
This was etiquette,, as the ball was given to the President by the.aranyf 
kLtLoauld hsure wished^ nevertheies^ to see him J&temize with Lady 
Cowley,, as whenever ho does, John Bull foi^ets the Chasseurs de Vin*^ 
CBBBes, and; tainks the danger over ; whenever the President's, arm 
finu>Gie& tibia waist of the British Ambasaadjcess, the sea-girt, island 
hMathesr^gain, and. the nightmare of invaidon. gives place to s?ffeet and 
Bieasant dreams. 

Tha spafl» occupied by these £dv(dities le&veffJBBe but little. zocmx foe 
the sterner sealities of the. week. Hapgily they have beea few« aa it waa 
imdeBstoodbe&ri^iasid that thiswaa to. beaperxod of . relaxuUioai and 
I i%2 
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that tiiere would be no chance for the sotemnitaes of life. There lure aaB> 
or two items of interest, however. Arago, the astronomer, has ref^i^ 
in a letter to the Mimster of Public Instmctioii, to take thi cd^'^&t 
fidelity to the President, accompanying his refusal witli the resigiistf^ 
of his presidency of the Observatory. His letter is the most energetic 
and bitter protest against the President's system that has yet been made 
public. M. Fortoul has replied in a most disrespectful if not insulting* 
note, when it is rem^nbered that M. Arago is at the head of the 
sdentifio men of France. He says, however, that "the President has 
been pleased to admit an exception in favor of a savan M^hoe&'^^AB 
have thrown such lustre on France.'' Here is M. Fortoul, a man of 
known and flagrant incapacity, placed by a curious political coincidence 
in a position to tyrannize over the most distinguished of French ,Tiat^gd 
philosophers. ^,:™^i 

M. Vacquerie, late editor of the Av^fiement, and impri8on^^.B^ 
November for a delit depresse, was released from his six moot^^^J^w 
finement on the morning of the 10th of May, just in time to|ppjoj^ 
Champ de Mars, and see how little the people care for the saj&sic^^g^^ 
political martyrs, and what a great favorite the President is, an^.wj^ f 
wondrous fSte he had gotten up for his own glorification. . jiisj^a 

For three days befbre the fdtes, the windows of the print^shc^p^ff 
filled with pictures and engravings of the Emperor Napoleon, 
it was hinted by the prefect that this would be in harmony yq^ , 
character of the festivities, or whether the dealers imagined thJE^ j 
visitors to the Champ de Mars, fired with military ardor, would ^e 
purchase any souvenirs of the mighty soldier that might be om^ 
their gaze, I cannot say; but certain it is, that aU the passa|^^ 
scenes of Napoleon's life, that have been illustrated upon <>9ff%,^ 
preserved by lithography, were on Monday exposed to the view^<^B© 
promenaders. GouplL's spacious windows upon the Boulevard wer^ h^^^ 
with First Consuls, Emperors of France, and Kings of Italy. th&c^JwTf^ 
Bonaparte at Toulon, Bonaparte at St. Cloud, Bonaparte in Bgln^^; 
Napoleon at Austerlitz, Napoleon at Marengo, Napoleon at Wa^rjt 
there was the retijm firom Elba, the Retreat from MoscoW:,^] 
last Review, the Adieux at Fontainebleau ; tKere was Napoleop^^ 
St. Helena, Longwood and the Weeping Willow. Not, howff^t 
to be unjust to the Hving, while seeking to do honor to th^ d^^ 
M. Goupil's clerk had placed a scene in the life of the nephew, V^^'^ 
corner, in close proximity to the fragments of the career of th^« WB^* 
The scene chosen by the artist was "Louis Napoleon ridktj[&-^ 
horseback in the Bois de Boulogne!" This remarkable t^i^^^ 
ment will doubtless live in history, as long as any of the ^ j^]^ 
back rides of the elder Bonaparte. Their juxtaposition wasrper^S^y 
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fq|g|e9J^ve>.aiicL had any sensitive gendarme seen it, he would, probablj*, 
l^Ti^^h^n reminded of the remark of Dogberry upon a similar occasion, 
i|P^ J^ye liastened to withdraw the incongruity out of sight. 






CHAPTER XLVII. 



^JBX^KJ Y. ISSUES A CIRCULAR-— A NEW ARGUMENT— AN AMERICAN 
I, ... , . ROCKAWAY. 

^"**" May 19th, 1852. 

IfiS^iStter of Henry V. to the faithftil, which, by the way, no French 
pa^ has published, and which is not admitted into the country when 
^nhl^d in French by foreign journals, contains one striking feature* 
^\^mpts, after the manner of Louis Napoleon, to ** do the prophetic," 
pa~^fle^bres, like the illustrious incumbent of the Chair of State, his 
oi^lence in his star. " Better days are in store for France and for us. 
I fla^itMr am sure of it.** This idea is developed to a considerable 
extent. Whether it will succeed in his case, as well as in Louis Napo- 
W^^hi, to say the least, problematical. Another point of interest is 
wi^B^rence, though obscure, to the plans and prospects of a ftision of 
I ^d branches. In the first place, he speaks of monarchists as if 
rwere only one hope and one loyalty among the upholders of the 
t^fivine. He speaks as if there were but one branch — as if the two 
Kliad already melted into one. And this occurs throughout, except 
tSie end, where he advises his disciples to receive with open 
.^^ 201 sucb as may desire to take shelter under the holy doctrine of 
t^timacy— a Toy seductive leer at the Orleanists. 
""It is curious to see the Paris journals commenting on a letter which 
Imey cannot publish, and gravely discussing a matter that ninety-nine 
littidredths of their readers know nothing about. The Constitutionnel, 
Imcli is waging a bitter warfare with the Carlist journal, the Uniont is 
tnuQsparent enough to ask that paper to quote from Henry's letter a cer- 
tain passage to which it had referred! — ^thus inviting it to undergo 
tbttmtary suspension, or incur the certain penalty of a warning from 
lUf Minister of Police! But the letter will be brought to the know- 
t^lge of all those whom it oonoems ; the request of the writer, that it 
tiaybe circulated with all due energy, will- be satisfactorily complied 
ynSk. It has been lithc^raphed, and manuscript copies pass freely from 
^UKod to hand. Those that understand English can find it in the London 
vipers, and those that can read German^ can peruse it in any Zeitung 
tf tiie Confederation. Did you ever see a boy u^^f|'d|S^c!<^L^ S^^ 
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E jnctore of Venus and Adonis, of Leda and her Swan, or of Danai and 
her golden shower, show it ronnd gingerly to his pky-fellows, and tndc 
it nnder cover when the schoolmaster heaves in si^ht ? In some mu&. 
way, and with the exercise of similar caution, does the "Manifesto ofMs 
Gracious Migesty, Henry the Fifth, go the rounds of his friends and 
admirers. Put the Man of TeeUng into your pocket, said Lydia 
LaQguish to Lucy. Keep the Frohsdorf circular dark, says Berryer to 
Legitimacy. * 

The Memorial Bordelais has invented an argument in favor of Lpuis 
Napoleon's government which has at least the merit of heing new. 
Some time ago, they were the most RkTIfal rulers who managed to main- 
tain an tmkrUe cordiale with all their neighbors. But now, says the 
Bordeaux editwr, ^'The higfaast snamiium that eon be passed upoaAe 
jMliey^tllM Smperar,'ooBtiiiaed by a.prince of Ms faaaily and.oLlBs 
* .9iacme,i9^ike dmtvirbed andr4iermd atiUtuU^-M sth$ Eutyopemn^pamm 
in Tt9fMt to ]FfianceJ' Tkid.MemorM ia 4»o devotedly .Bonapflrtiflt fto 
^zecene.'the.bnor oIm warning, but sooh homm-aoarom editocisd oom- 
.■KAt as this 'Wiooldjaem. to oall for a little-ttfficial rnhbiog' down. 
. "SmoL cuoL have »e idea in how snail a;comjNU» a. Paris-made 79tSaA* ■ 
will tum.rouiid;if it ttiea. I had. a good .exemplification' of .it'yestardai', 
{land renlved I> would meniUm ihe :&at .£ar .the inslirudtion of Amficinm 
loaniago-buiidera. We w^ere in a narrow Atreet, wheoo two 'fchitdsB 
smight possibly h&ve passed tibroaat. The wheels, in turoixig, ^tvfot 
between the body of the oaxriage .and the-jcoaohman'js box, and itvwas 
•veally quite delightful to feel them pass without grinding agauwt jsg^- 
ihiD^, prying the bind wheeb up into .the air, or threatening to iod^e 
tile traveller in the gutter. ,1 oould ha^ie given the horse a haadful «f 
oats as he went hy^ the window. I notioed that he looked in, probably 
to see how many pasaangers theee were. Why, I remember driving 
idiout the State of Massaehosetts a two^seated waggon called a rBcek- 
., away, iu which* the &ont wheels weeo quite .as incapable of swiv^Iiag 
; OS die back ones. In order to turn rouadi it -was necessary tadescodbe 
a circle, big enough to ] give a beginner in astioaomy a graphie idea of 
tiie orbit of the 'earth, i I. could never venture into grassy lanes or by- 
roads through the w^ods, for I knew that there would be no way «f 
getting book,- esceptby taking down a stone JwaU, obtaining access to. a 
ten*acre lot, and execatuig therein the round-about required. These 
-imperceptible turnings would haive been > called by a railroad engineer 
curves of two miles radius. I .hardly knowhow I came into .possession of 
imohaajoqiBpage. rItnl^^httrefbeen<left^todae.l|yrwilL 3ut the Pans 
ibuiiders never tnm out any such melandMly fpecinsenff of their art. 
Indeed, the prefect of police would have .forbidden the introduction of 
na^ fookaway into Paris. A vehicle that woold require the width of w 
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GHAPTER .XLV,LIX. 

THE EMPIRE POSTPONED — ^THE PAYS KNEW IT WOULD BE 80— -A BAIX 
BY DAYLIGHX. 

May'Slst, 1832. 

*'WB«re"to hare no Empite for the present y set yxwrr minds at refit on 
'^€kat paint. Though we^.may not know the precise natare of tfae 
'td^sliieks> it is - eTident 'thsi -they tire deemed insnrmouotalbte, or at any 
mterit is Judged ^impmden^ to attempt to do battle witti^&em. This 
■. wiBiiIiig 'Ta^fiH. agaxDst win&sills may ido very well for 'Don Qtdxote, 
'bat*fiieieoiiseqaencsBsto that ttdyenturer imve fermdied an everlasting 
'*^9feQEBiB^ie to tdl his *fiiIlowers. Ihe MfmUewr i^aics beldly, and, it is 
/tfaiMq^^yfraisklyjaipon the expected tshsraige inihe government ; asserts 
'fiMEfeAibe aitaation of the country ealfe im 'no wuSi ehaenge, that the 
^%eiliient eontemplate^none, but that "Franoo k Bene tiie leas resolved 
*Wftm TBodifying its institutions whenever it judges proper, witiiout 
r^ttsidd&g it necessary to €tsk the consent of .any -'fSsr^gn nation. iHiis 
isHt idause is skilMby inserted, fer liie ^French woidd be deeply 
- .gimiUi td if they supposed that uny threats from other nations had had 
"tte^efiect- of' frightening the chief ef the state- feem the execution of any 
:'^^Ka he had formed. 

^XeuiB'Nupoleon would certainly be vnwiUing to osffome the title of 
^San^erer, did ha know that Russia and Axkstria were hostile to such an 
-vet; But he would be equally loath to aUowthe country to become 
ae^nanted with the motives of -his hesitatioB. It would seriously com> 
^fcomtse him in their estimation as a man oi courage and proper 
'ininp^dence. Though it » certain that the people are not anxious for 
j«n Imperial restoration, and treat t^e whole subject with a sublime 
'Biilfoenee, it ie highly probable that if they supposed any foreign 
'vgovcssmen t' pretended to say that France shouid not beeome on empiee, 
they would at onoe insist on its prodamation, in the single desire tosiuMr 
that they can do as they like with their own, and that France belongs 
to the French. It is very well, then, to declare formally, that there 
has been no manifestation of hostility, on the part of foreign cabinets, to 
the restoration of the empire, and to assert that if a change does not take 
I place, it is because the eountiy itself does not need it, not because the 
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ndghboring sovereigiu do not wish it. The journals have geaeaJlj 
copied the Moniieur'i article withont comment The Pays, howey^r, 
which, three dajs ago, called upon the President to take the fbsionist 
intrigues of the Legitimists as rehellion against his authority, and make 
himself Emperor at once, quotes the Moniteurf and says it isjtidf wUtt 
it has advised all along. "I told you so, I told jou you'd l^Vter take 
your great coat," as the old woman said to her husband, when he bad 
got wet through in a shower. The forgetful old lady had mad^^ii^pfj^ 
out in his idiirt-sleeTos not half an hour before, as she was ffw^^.^^^^ 
/not going to rain. . .^ ^ \', 

The Minister of Public Works gave his long-esqpected daylig^^^^e 
yesterday— Sunday— on the grounds of his hotel. The 2,5*^ ^-*«i-^- 
issued had upon them the simple word "Divertissemens,'' wh 
&r from suggesting to the guests the yariety of tl^ amusement] 
were in store for them. A theatre was erected under the 
lime-trees of the garden, with seats for a thousand persons, 
improvised stage, and before one of the most aristocratic aud 
collected together, a farce and a comic ballet were performs^ 
actors of the Palais Boyal and of the Qrand Opera. The 
the alleys were entwined with wreaths of flowers ; tables coyg 
every kind of summer refreshments were laid out in the fp^y^^^^^^fl^ 
three Marionnette theatres amused the juveniles with the miser^|.a^ 
buffooneries of Punchinello ; lotteries, for which the ladies receiy ^tif||||||B 
onlbntering, dispensed apple-sugar and ginger-bread-Kons tp ^t^ 
applied therefor ; servants, dressed in the costume of venders oili/jp^tf^/gf' 
water {marchands de coco), supplied the thirsty with ftbAmp n gnB«7jfl gl 
lemonade, roman punch, etc. After the theatrical performaoeesy j^^i^f^ 
band struck up one of its most seductive polkas, but the day Ifi^i^lg- 
gether too hot to take advantage of the opportunity. Near the ei|j^^oe 
was a steam-engine at work, or at play, as I ought to say, for I «PHi^(^ 
find that its energies were employed to any useful end, except* pco^Jiyp, 
to amuse the ladies. The President was not present, having Q^Sp^^ 
Satory to witness the Versailles Races. Towards five o'clock i^^yifJE^ 
doud in the west warned the guests of an approaching showf^i^Tf^ji 
peal of thunder cleared M. Lefebvre's gardens most effectiveii^r^i^Pka 
rain held off for an hour, and everybody was safely housed wa^^j^ 
flitting down to dinner, when the fountains of heaven were ope^^ j^ 
the dusty earth rejoioed with a very bountiful soaking. . . ^^i^ ^ 

■ •= ooare 
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c^^T • CHAPTER XLIX. 

i^W^^^ MEASURES HIMSELF WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND 0EI8 
Z^l.* ,^XE» WOBST OF IT— LOUIS NAPOLEON COMMITS BUBOLABY. 

^^ >^ Jnae 7th, 1862. 

^%&'7it^ eoptto? of the week has been the qnarrel between the OomHiih 
^iSn«^/ and the goremment, and the warnings seryed by the latter upaa 
4f former, for, of course, in the progress of the straggle, Br. Yeron 
jfin|inr that he was the weaker power, although he certainly commenced 
^tSiS^pute in the fcdl expectation that the Preddent would be worsted. 
^'^ f'tate the fttcts reduced to proportions as compact as those of a boned 





^^imhader de Cassagnac, promoted to the position of editor in chief 
^iSiS^ConsUtutiannel, by Dr. Veron the proprietor, who wished to 
whole time to legislative labours, wrote a long and yenomous 
ixpon the course pursued by the Belgian goyemment towards 
M. Granier was known to have written many previous articles 
/Siictation of the President, and it was supposed that this too 
^Si^kted more or less directly &om the Chief of the State. The e£feet 
^iS^'iSourse, and- among the diplomatic corps, was so bad, that the 
'^m^l^ of Foreign Affairs disclaimed all knowledge of, or participation 
^fi^ifil aforesaid article, to the Belgian envoy. In the mean time, 
'mSfiePdeppeared a second tirade against Belgium in the OonsitittUicnnel, 
rSf^^be pen of M. Granier, in which he stated, in so many words, that 
ifiF^Pfeident approved of its spirit, and that, in fiact, it was written 
-Wf^S^ctation. 

^^'TO^Aext day, the Moniteur published a " communiquS," denying this 
'HlibMt^n of M. Granier, flatly. An article followed in the ConatitU' 
^Wkrieli from Br. Yeron himself, in which, among other things, he de- 
^^£t^ his firm belief, even after the article in the Moniteur , that M. 
Qh&i^ was Mly authorised to publish bis Belgian fulminations. He 
ir^^el^^ the same day a warning from the Minister of Police for the 
^mToHotts suspicions" expressed in the passage quoted. Br. Yeron, 
^tfMe garrulity will be the death of him, published the next morning 
^iiiib^ier column of comment and protest, in which the only salient point 
is the relation of the &ct that M. Mocquart, one of the heads of the 
interior economy of the £lys6e, sent to purchase one hundred copies of the 
number of the OmstUutumnel containing the first article upon Belgium, 
thereby giving him to understand that it was vastiy in &your at ooart, 
' nnce so many copies were required for distribution. For this column, and 
for telling tales out of school, the Cbiw^t^t<^to»n«/Te^iy^^^^^ht a 
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second warning — ^the first paper that has received its second since Hm 
promiilgation of the law i^pon the press. To-day's issue contains the 
text of the warning, bnt not a word of remark. The SZoUverein fnnuu^ies 

'tiie theme for thennfosairy. quotum of leadii^ editorial. The present ^g/or 
dition of the QonttUmtiAnuel is this : .it ma^ be suspended at anj momedt 
for a period not exceeding two months, by a decree of the Minister of 
Police,'oritmay be suppressed altogether, by the decree of the Presi- 

'tbnt. 

• It IB eiiri0V6 to iM''iritii<^riBt/di&r«at fpes nalamitiea -are nigaindAd 
'when they fiiU 'upon lothers .and 'nrhcn theyJdl npon oae'saelll JCfae 
*C(m^iiuH(mwAlha» always tascB .m/aidsiitrttfeKklfir £Qr the " priocipie 

• t^ authority.^ 'It bweortonded ihat • th^^v^nuncat .a«ght..to be«lKMe 
^enbt, suspicion, - or ' x^pioadi, < smd that -all uts aets . abeo^d Jba 4u:e^9lid 
with submission, and in the full satisfieu^tion that whatever it ,does»is 
well done. Th« RepnUie was the diseet negatiAn 'ef .the pamai^ fi 
'authority, for the ministen were - eantinually anbject'te intcrpaUatiii^ ^ 
refractory representatives, and'the oafamat waa often f<a»od »to Jreli}Be4if 
whatwasetilleda^voteafotnMDe. Hieniianoiiof thej^raseB^ginpii^^- 
inent is. Dr. Venm has maintaioed, toiestose the pdnfijpienf rntJMiriJtr 
to its ancient integrity. "Whan the Charioan leceived a ^8110199, 
some months ago, 'the Xk/m^uthnmel boce itwithaohliioe gesigoiyti^, 
and advised 'the Charivari to do likewise. WhflaiM..de Manpsw luytiM 
the !PreB9e, Br.^econoonnselledtSubmiBaion. Bat whan ithe €o^$^tU' 
'Uofmel'wsB t^d to beware, Dr. YeroacommeBeedhiaoolnm&of elegiasispa 
the following words: ^^ A waming^thatiis tO'flay,A.pablicn:e3prisaaQ4i4lBd 
one that actually menaces ;tlie vary ecdstenoe (^ the 0(msiituiioi»w^.cilR, 
etc'' Some fSfty Parisiim and provincial journals have been oflSaii^ 
warned during the last three months, but Dr. Veron never foa]id.oii^ 

^till ^e day befere yesterday, that a waaning was a " public and nieqae- 
ing reprimand \" The principie of authodty hadJiereto&re led him .to 
coincide with tiie views of the government -when other papers odkjr 
-were attacked ; but he throws the principle of authority overboard when 
it comes^to hie turn, and cries faBtiiy f onnienrjr, instead of jneekly.fold- ' 
ing his hands up<ni his breast. and bowing to the stroke. As may he 
cmppDsed, his cose meets with no: sympathy fbom his hrotber jeamalkti. 
** In war," says Girardin, **^ one cannot waste his tixae in hinftnHng the 
'wounds of his compaaions in arms ; everybody employs it in dreasing 
his own. Dr. Veron deserved his garii, and he.has:got it." 

The Chateau of Eu, near Diep|»e,' whiek^fonns part of the ifi^Arif -Ary^ 
;of tbe Diike of Nemoors, was seiaed on Saturday, the 5th:in6ta^ the 
'govermnent^still'COutaMxiBg'tdeXfioateits daerae of eonfiaeation, tiao^gh 
'I3ie whole matter ia in abeyance befive tha CooneilQf State. Qn Mozuiaj^ 
*the iurnitare, agrioultoral implements, ete^ behmguigx^^e 'ybftt^^ BfTj 
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1taiTiNg''^been -^pofllied 'm€>ai:Hr''f(nr'a>i»o^^«past. <itooeiinred to the Bee- 

iSSs M fVLx t at^^fwllg^e^ AeeQ- warily <tf ifs ^osidoo 'wad his name, to 
-adz^'^Ute iihateaua'io^ortwo'^&fore tke<«Ble,«nd &iis -oooftiEeate iko 
y / twii AI ^fifev^ *wi& ''&e Tedl ^eistivte. "Hie «eaiipe eoraes so n«ar -to 
Imi^lsry, thiitr Hie keenest eye'can hardly Eafeeet lilie' dii6e>ea«e. 

Att^(fMailc,ihi3 (imetorx}f ^e^b}i&4l9H«ua'for ^he^corsa^^ 
^df Dieppe, ^aiheggg'ttDcL a gyiaa? df »psfa», ywnwu liu d ^tliemgiiifieB at file 
^ntenrg&tef&aA f»Ttn4alI*lke appvoathm •diwsed, hy^vKdarvf the steward, 
vi(fiio'pe^ed^*the«d8maiilis«df the 6keriff,1iii^ ^he ^oaijrsrettogiiiscd the 
^Uglit 'pr^hisioaster, the Buke -^ JSemmoB, to.ffiye lidist ciders. )'ike 
^^BsaM^Huea. sent 'f«r ^^oklodk, ^aad, ml his axtiwil, tke steward'ims 
'eiBed'iipQffttfaffee'lsBMs^mlhenaBiefyf tfae<kw,t^o]^ .In the name 
^itf ^"wtet hcwf ' TkB picadinifB b<£fore l^e^Gonndlof Stoic haTe yet to bo 
%M9n^ wiA ^e lafwyet to he made. 9?k6 -Uteimiid r«6eBd£Htly Tsfa«ed, 
'9|tttd4be Mkraiith 'set "to^woidE. He < broke ,. Hhe idhoma, ibut being a very 
^im^lie ' disciple •cf^Bobbff, ^ooi^ not pick tthe loek^'so ta took ja b^ 
•fijQAii^^tuijd «meiriKd it. ' Wh^y^i^ns^ peneteatod'to tthe dnBtunart, and pio- 
"ga g ftciN o- «lttempt 'the eoGiiie iteelf. TFhe lobk again^veiuited their twists, 
'Mr^ffe'^^oae ^ gtes was broken, and a po}jUM»an •gently introduced 
ft tf ^ ftj ^ ^-fee^ftpertwre. The -^sey^baiLg^ iwiBd vpoii'<dtedn«ie of the docBr, 
Hiifi^ f^gtoitte of (^elivw were* admitted. 

'^^lEiB'dM 'ihe^Te«6h< Government -fereeva eoftraneO'iato 1±be Chatsaxi 
'Kf^Stt. Its' to^lraiKl ^pplianees were ihose* of boaBo^breakers and 6hop- 
'Wt&m r'%eys, 'peks, wrenches, -laddevB. The < esiact ^tcohnical definition 
tif ^tke^oibnce is'««ociMis avec e;^ae^ibfty— ^pvoidiable by sentence to the 
ioAsd^lbr any term bet^pesn ten and i;wieiity years. iPuneh long ago 
eiffiof Lons Naptdeon the'Burgkir of Emnce, <and'it<wiII'notbe^e Pre^ 
iSdfU^^^BEvititiiLe name' docsrsot stick. 
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A mO^^ W SB£ tgHBRlttOMBJEil— 'A fi¥SJ)i^>IiAWl 'WHAT -WOULD BS 

- • VTmie 12th, 18«l. 

"'Pakis threatens^ tomtit, and the CdhmmTendome will isoon liquefy* 
gays an enormous -^aeard pasted abont the streets, cfflferingthin coats 
for «flle -rff ihe'Te^ondbie price of twenty-five w>ns eadi. The placard » 
iidtliar from riglrfc. 'The 'heat is tmusual for "Paris, thot^ 1 'have no 
doubt your snilferingff ure more intdlerable in'5^ew York. Ai two o'clodk 
mry-daj during the past-week, 'M. Cher^ei^B'^e^jt^^r^j^^termometer 
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has Stood at 33 deg., or at 03 deg. Fabfonkeit A dogfs^. MP^iPM 
higher is marind upon the instniment as ''the mean KamKapci:p»f^i^ 
Algiers." I shoold like to Imow the mean somiiisr heat of Opiy^^^ 
the mean smBmer coolness at St. Cloud, among the gKi^nB% j^d 
cascades of the park, so as to understand the exact difiEei;«B^,ig|i^i^ 
the atmo^heres enjoyed by a transport and a transpor<M« , :iiix<l\ - '.' 
Fahrenheit's themometer, as compared with the Centigrade and that 
of K^nmnr, is a very bnngling oontriyanoe. It indicates to-da.j some 
90 degrees; 90 degrees of what or above what? Above zero, or nothing, 
lyhat is this sero, or nothing P It is an arbitraiy point, selected, nobo^ 
knows positively why, and which might have been just as well an 
inch higher or lower. Nothing particular oconrs when tiie mercuy 
fidls to zero. At other fixed points, ce^rtain changes invariably take 
place ; water bolls, snow melts, brandy freezes, or eggs turn to chickens. 
Bat zero means nothing whatever but a pretty tolerable degree of oold, 
and, according to tradition, was taken by Fahrenheit as hu starting 
point, becanse the top of the colnmn stood there doling a oeriaiin hard 
winter in Iceland. I have seen the mercury fiadl five degrees Jbifer still 
in Boston, so that zero is a very vacillating standard to be ma& use of 
in an instniment of science. The zero or starting point in the Bfatnmnr 
and Centigrade themometer is fixed at ''&eezing->water," or more propeiiy 
** melting ice ''— onr 32 degrees. The only difference between them is that 
the former makes 80, and the latter 100 degrees between zero and boil- 
ing water. The Centigrade is the national and official thermometer in 
France, harmonizing, as it does, with the decimal S3rstem in use in the 
cmrency, and in weights and meastres. Fahrenheit's zero is a gross 
absurdity. Why is the zero in longitude fixed at Greenwioh, and every 
other place said to be so many degrees east or west of Hiat point? 
Because the observatory is at Greenwich. Fahrenheit's plan would be 
to fix the zero some halfway across the Atlantic, and then make Ghreen- 
wioh 32 degrees East The equator would also be, by the same system, 
32 degrees North or South, according as the starting point was located in 
New Zealand or the Loo-Choo Islands. 

The Moniteur announces by a eommuni^y that the govemmeut has 
no intention of enforcing the observance of the Sabbath by law. Some 
zealots have been indeihtigable in their efforts to obtain such a law» l^ut 
Louis Napoleon has too much judgment to undertake to legislate against 
the habits and conscience of the nation, A law closing the gaidens^ the 
balls, the arenasi the shops, the thousand and one places of amusement in 
Paris on Sunday, would, if attempted to be enforced, lead inevitali^ ta 
street fights and bloodshed; and if not enforced, would simply beoome 
a dead letter. In England and the United States, the habit of the people^ 
A) mded upon religious principles, is to observ^g|i|§^Si^]^^i|lmo8t with 
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Tfe^ M ra e^^rity. It is just ike opposite in Catholic oountriety ftnd^eqie* 
t&i!F^4i]F'^^?toee, T^here the church regards the Sabbath as a hoUdaif'^ 
^ta^^t^-iBLiixy set apart from labor, and devoted to amusement, zekxa- 
t^ft, ii^'* Such has been the theory and practice, as to the Sabbath, 
R ^f & te ftie^tememorial, throughout Christendom, -with the exception of 
^i^land and the United States. In France, the genius of the people ; 
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Sunday at the Chaumidre. 



has, given a somewhat peculiar modification to Sabbath manners. The 
i&dmlig, as every where else in Catholic countries, is devoted to mass, 
t|££^'&, to prayer; the rest of the day is occupied first in a little cleans- 
u^'lt^ clearing up of the household, and then in amusement and re- 



'-^itb& quiet ch^rftdness with which amusement is pursued is exceed- ' 
it^^strildng. The husband and wife, among the lower classes, are seen 
stttukcTing in the fields, and along the promenades with their children, 
<rt^%^laps seated in a garden, odorous with flowers, holding lively con- 
vSe&L'Gjchif and sipping lemonade or liquorice- water. About Paris in the 
eii^t seasons, hundreds of thousands may be seen seated or lounging 

Digitized by ^^OO^lC ° ^ 



IH ^ * TBfiOQLOBBD 8XE1CHES IN PABtti* 

in ttto piBblie giizd0B% the Champs Elys^ea, the Boi« de Bonlog^c^ the 
GardBDof PlaiLti».aloiig^ the Bovlerards, the Pkee de la Coaaoxde, the 
Plaee de hi.Bastilk^.or'seme a&tfm. quarter- whwe the.puhUo oongrogate. 
In ail tlMM piaeDS then, ie* nothiog mde, lUMSjf, xewdy ; ererythizi^,. on 
the eontnuy, is dettBt, iMpecisablfi, . pfoper^ saing^.^vith a uuTezBoL 
air of .oheafulneae and Tivacity. 

To attempt to change these habits hj a secular law would be in the 
highest degree ridiculous. In the country it is the habit of the people 
to flock to the larger places, where iitej attend mafia, sit and chat in this 
pubKc promenades, and do the weeJi^ shopping. Take the whole of 
France together, and more mooe^ changee- hands on Sunday than any 
other day. A SundaylasTv thgtfew^ would baaok'Iialf.the small traders 
in France, to say nothing of the, ca&, reataurants, anigardens depend- 
ing on Sunday reCTOfltisD. 

The plain troth. i%.titai'a ohan^ from a aarular and featcTe obserr- 
ance of the Sahhaiii.aBasDa impossible in Ffienoa^ Mkny persens, regard- 
ing the quGati(nDLiiLl2le fig^ of tiie. aoaial we3I4iaixEg of/thftpeofie here, 
irrespective of. tbarteiligianft qpnutiiro, would diaem auoha cbazig^ rather 
a misfortune thMK athenvne^. 

At all eventB^J^uis NapoiLeon^ aa IhaR«[^fHid,.i&too shrewd to attem^ 
any such yiolaBACt^ upon the tradition oi^tilift nation^ as a Sunday law 
proposes. ButaB^ tha ehnrch halk>w«£ the omtp-d'Stat by Te Bcums,'^ 
and as the bishogflrfiSq^Kve hife bloodshed and>p€ajury,.and sanctified Im 
person and Ilia potiicj^ ha has^pramised to set good and pious examples^ 
The Commmni^y absfe mentioned, declaxea that this has been already 
done by the govarament, in regard to the Sabbath. An anxipna 
public asks when and where? It is matter of notoriety — and the &ct 
has excited no little oemark — ^that the Orangery upon the site of tiie' 
terrace of the Tuikrieff waa commesiced upon a day held sacred by Che' 
church — either Ascension Day or Whit Sunday, I am not certain, 
which. The races that the gOTemment patronises and supports take 
place on Sunday, and the President is usually present. The grand gM>- 
nic of the Miniater of Public Works, of which I wrote you, was held on 
Sunday* Lsuis Napoleon haa been twioe elected! on Sunday. The 
preeeat LegiBlatiye Body waa chosen on Sunday. I cannot find IJiat 
the nomber of ndnisterial Sa2>bath-breakings has at all dccreaaed of 
late; and the example that the government pretends to have set^ i$^ 
altogpfitherinviaihle \a tha common eye.. 

♦ The iXfu^iUA was accepted and sanctified by fKe chtofcli^witb its "^(Aenset 
its bloodshed, its imprisonments — ^by solemn Te Beume, purAuuMd wiflfcTMt 
pomp at ITotre Dame, and in the chixTdiea thronglKmtBrsnce^. This was-dona 
on the Itt ef Janoary, 18^, less thaa tfaiity days after tha evant l&iu halOowed. 
ocetmwd. Surely, Louii Napoleon could afford to ]^^J|^^^>^^f(^^ serrica 



TKICOLOREB SKE^TCHES IN VmJB. IW; 



CHAPTER LI. 

i^ TUMULTUOUS DEBATE — ^WHO WOULB HATE THOUGHT IT ? — ^THE SAME 
DEBATE, AS THE MONITEUB REPOKTED IT. 

June 24th, 1652. 
T5BtE discussion of the budget* of 119S8 eommeueBd the day before 
yesterday iii the chamber, hi' presence of the President, who went, I 
cannot but think, with a desire to* awe- Uie' TthtKibmj deputies, and to. 
frighten down the opposition, which is well known to exist, on the 
siAject of Louis Napoleon's extraTagancCi Tlie debatetwas the most 
earnest that has yet taken place ; the opening- speech, by M. de Kerdrel, 
was altogether more daring- and; hostile than I E^omld; hare supposed 
pdsalKte. under the circumstances. The irony was' telliagi and at times 
bitter. The gentleman commenced by e xpr essing his" astonishment at 
seeihg upon the seat of the Councillors of State, appointed to sustain 
title bud^t before the chamber, individuals known in fermer times by 
tiie eagerness with which tiiey always proposed rcjduotions. He»'q^tioted 
I^.giiage used by M. Billault, the president, on some* former oseasion^ 
and'by 51. Stourm, one of the government conrmisinoner^ strenaovsly 
actyifflng retrenchments. He then read a passage from on© of Louis 
iftpoTeon's ancient publications, iii which that* personage represents 
humself as an earnest adrocate of a reduction of' the army: 

He then spoke at some length on the position of the Legislative Body. 
It poiild originate nothing, and its amendments, if rejected by the 
Coimcil of State, are null and void; The labors of' the' chamber upon 
tie budget are therefore illusory. Tile Council of State were the real 
dj^nsers of the public fortune. T^e councillors ought, tiierefore, to be 
appointed for life, and not be removable at will by the President. M. 
de K.erdrel concluded by declaring that a change ought to be effected in 
the mode of examining, the budget. M. Billault hereupon remarked, 
^the regretted he had not stopped the gentleman in his- observations, 
vhich were singularly out of order, and wide of the mark. M. BiUault's 
ifigrets were received with murmnrs of disapprobation. M. Deviiick 
(Bonapartist) then rose, and accused' the committee on the budget of 
endeavourihg to foment a fiwitious opposition*. 

This brought the committee^ reporter to hiis- feet, who protested 
^S^tnst the charge of hostility, decltiring, nevoi^eless, that the com- 
nattee had Mt it its duty to set forth the financial situation of the 
country with faimeas and sincerity. These remarks^ wra« received witii 
applause, and M. Devinck did not rise again. A'd genti^^^^fp read 
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a speech in foiyor of the President's constitutiony and then M. Mtmt^Jei;^ 
belt deliycred a sledge-hammer arg:ament against the same oon^titq^ 
tian, in all that related to the voting of the budget At this pQJn^5^ 
the proceedings, Louis Napoleon was observed to come forwamJppp 
the obsenritj of his tribime, in order to hear and see with greater etuf^ 
It really looked as if the coup-d^itat No 2. were coming, and a^ $ ttie 
boatswain were going to pipe all hands below for mutiny. But M. Mon- 
talembert went on. He proceeded to enumerate the various impedi- 
ments thrown in the way of the examination of the budget by the 
Council of State $ and then narrated the flEite of the various amendments 
that had been proposed, and declared that the way in which they had 
been treated amounted to a positive <* Massacre of the Innocents !" 

The Assembly were fast getting worked up to a tolerably h%h key. 
M. Stourm, Councillor of State, and one of the supporters of the budget, 
next spoke, and took occasion to remark that the speeches that had been 
that day delivered would have been better suited to a certain confjgtio^ 
and lately demolished chamber. The gentleman meant Fastebo^^ 
Hall, the scene of the stormy debates of the late National AsssaSAf\ 
This allusion was received with marked disfavour, and the indivi&lt 
guilty of it was murmured down. The general discussion was htxk iS^, 
dared to be closed. - ;! h 

Now, having read the true account of this day's proceedii^g^^ jfctt 
will be glad to know what report of the session was allowed to be ]!p tS^ 
lished by the next morning's papers, for the instruction of the PaiicaanaT 
I give you the j^roces verbal, verbatim, as it was sent to all the wl^ 
journals : — .^f'l 

" Session of June 22, IS^. ' 

"Discussion of the budget for 1853. ' *'^"^' 

"Speeches by MM. de Kerdrel, Devinck, Chasseloup Laub£tt;''ftS'* 
reporter, de Montalembert, de Parieu and Stourm, government '^cdm- 
miBsioners. *^^' ' 

"Reply of the reporter to M. Stourm. "^' ' 

" Close of the general discussion. 

"Adjournment of the debate on the articles till to-morrow. 

" The House rose." '; f 

There is brevity for you, but without the wit, of which brevity* fc' 
supposed to be the souL I question whether any government ever W^tift^ 
such lengths before in withholding intelligence and distorting facifill 
In the papers of to-day a more extended report is given ; but afteif d 
coreM perusal of it, I consider it, if possible, a more violent dislocation^ 
of truth than the other. Every thing that was said has been slurred over, * 
and the hard hits are pocketed and kept out of sight. The spirit and 
animation of the debate are lost. Irony, repartee, hi^kji^^tf are aU* 
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i&0Cf6afy expurgated. M. de Montalemberfs "Massacre of the Inno- 
,<0&is^ is of course not reported. The Belgian papers were this morning 
iili^ «t the post-office, as they contained an extended and nngarbled 
if^j^Ori. ' The English papers containing also a report are admitted; 
fi^D^^ in English, the French will never be the wiser for it. This is 
CJora Napoleon's government ! 



CHAPTER LII. 




ABE TffiS DEPUTIES INDEPENDENT ? THEY PEETEND THEY ABB-^A NINE 
_, , MONTHS' INTEBBEGNUM— WILL ANY ONE BUY A PALACE ? 

' '; ■ " June 28th, 1852. 

A^BB all, and upon second thoughts, we have a right to be amused at 
i^M attempt on the part of the deputies to assert a little independence, 
^j^.liardly be considered, however, as a gratifying spectacle, calculated, 
af xiiany contend it is, to iacrease our hope for better things of human, 
a^ esm^cially of French human, nature. For the deputies to assert their 
independence, is to assert what does not exist ; it is to violate the con- 
S^of their election ; to execute coups-cTitat of their own on a small 
l^ They complain that the Council of State dispenses the public 
tne; that the Council is omnipotent, and that they themselves are 
reJGi^ed to insignificance; that their amendments are systematically 
rqected, and they hence infer that the constitution ought to be altered. 
All this is undoubtedly true ; but they knew it as well before they were 
elected to the chamber as they do now ; and if they did not like the 
i^^l^ten^ they should not have accepted it. 

jTt is a most extraordinary mode of asserting one's independence, for a 
man to solicit the support of the government at the ballot, to become the 
official candidate, to issue professions of faith of the most orthodox creed, 
to swear obedience to the President, fidelity to the constitution, and in a 
few weeks call for reform and revision, and get up an opposition in con- 
sequence. The constitution, defining the privileges and powers of the 
Legislature, was promulgated on the 15th of January ; the deputies were 
dected on the 29th of February. They had^ thertfore, six weeks in 
which to consider the consequences of accepting the position. If they 
daemed the conditions stringent and humiliating, and had any inde- 
pendence to assert, there was only one way to do it ; to abstain from aU 
relations with the new rigime ; to refuse to take office under it, and to 
■wear no fidelity to it. This is independence rightly understood and 
energetically asserted. I have no doubt, however, that many of the 
zefrs^ry mtmbers are utterly disgusted with themselves for haviiut 

N 
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jiMe^ to s>z2h tma»i md^ihaM thUrdovatisfiKstioa Lus been of a^gndoa. 
gvvwtii: f(fr'So»»:- looatita. E(v<6ai if it bo so, ilie;) have nome but tbeir 
osvoL fnHj torlAa»»i aad.tbs^ oogbt byv aU.nuEtans ta.keep. their dia« 
gnt^tejQieiweltMi. 

Tho gurt of the xm^ter ia, the meiaboivr of. the. Lower House h«re 
committed the vital error — I once committed, it myself— of-suppoaing' 
themselves clothed with a certaui degree of power upon this matter of 
the budget. The difficulty here- arose from the extravagant maimer in 
which the Council of State proposed to dispense the revenue, and the 
heavy appropriations allowed to the aiany and other branches of the 
public service. As the Council of State elaborates all the laws, of course 
it draws up the budget ; but the chamber meant to have a word to ^ay 
on the subject, in virtue of the 39th article of the Consti^utioir* Now 
this axtictoiit thus couched : "The Legislative Body discusses and votes 
t]|Q.l«WB. and the'toxes.? (The budget is > considered a law here — a 
prqfH derloiJ) Now this clause, with M. Bonaparte for an interpreter, 
C80 only be read one way ; it does not mean that the chamber votes on 
the lawa; which would imply the possibility of its. voting against them; 
but it meansisimply.that.it vote$ them, t. e. votes for them, passes tl^iem. 
It never was. intended: that a.bill offered to them should be rejected; and 
it.never.waa,4ueant to give them. the power of garbling a bill— and for 
thiaretuKHi aU their amendments are. to be returned to the Council of 
State, ibc acoeptanee or. refhsaL. All this the deputies knew before 
talang^.tho'Oath^ and; having, once taken it, rebellion is exceedin^y out 
ofpLioe... 

Xt was- a diiSieffnt thing, in .the case of the Tribunal of the First 
Instance, when it gave- judgment against the President . in the a£&ir of 
the Orleans property. It was gratifying to see them assert their inde- 
pendenoe) and .prove that thfiy coidd render a verdict according to their 
G^iseience, in ^^.olthe pressure ftom high quarters. The judges were 
already upon Jhe bench Jong before the advent of Louis Napoleon ; they 
owe him neither, tbjeir place nor their' consideration, and never bound 
themAflves^to humiliating conditions. The judiciary is to all intents and 
purposes -unshackled ; but the legislature has sold itself for a pittance; 
it has come to Paris to do chores for its master ; its position is neither 
dignified nor honorable, and its piK>tests agaiast the constitution, which 
it has sworn to obey, raise it but little in the estimation of those who 
take into conaderation its origin, and the nature of its functions. 

Spit© of the opposition manifested, the appropriations have been very 
generally voted as they originally stood. The Council of State, accepted 
a few of the amendments proposed* but resisted the larger portion. The 
Assembly adjourns to-day, having., accomplished its first session of three 
laonths*. The.interregnnm of nine months will be a period of severe 
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tcklto tbe- joinaiab ; ibdr interest 'mil diimz]i8h.materiaily, and it mil 
l^A ZDfttler of .exceeding .dLffieolfy to obtain the .wheitewitkaL to fill i;heir 
colmmui. It will.be a feiyorable. season far- the feuilietonists, the 
xvwiemerBf . tha travellersy the.romaixcers^ and the play;*wrights. Lomar- 
tBi% Dnmaa^.li^iy, Sue». Gee Sand, Alphonse Kaxr^axe to be laid 
1I!ld)&rjQoa[tIibntiQn^toA]i extent really feazlal. The.Siecle, Fays, Fresse, 
duiij oanoiimce foiihooBiing woiIeS' of tcaaseend^it interesEt, and it is 
ei44eat that the. impending. exodas:of snbsoribeia. iato be .combated by 
everj^ arailable mean& It is very Hkely that some of the joiimak will 
die of want of breathy whereat M..Bona|^art&.will heartily rejoice. 

The oessioQ.of the Bois de.fionlogne to <the city, on condition of its 
i^Kidmg.two million &anQs in embellishmeBta dniing the coming, foor 
yeais, has been^ratified by the chamber. There is u good deal of anxiety 
as to. the natore of. these: embellishments. Municipal authorities are 
sudilmiowa enemies of ,niutnre.and.th& picturesque, that I should not.be 
astosiished to see them put up notioes wamingj people not to. walk. on 
the grass, which would effectually ruin this famous resort. The report 
presented to. the^ Assembly' speaks, of an.aitifioial.riyer} to be fed by 
watesr raised from the: Steiae, oc:bixmght.&om thot Canal derOurc; of 
liEwns and gro¥e%'lamp:tpofit8^ statues^ and:£iuntamS| macadamieed roadsi 
' and.aTigi£ant policew . 

The customs to wlask . the : Bois haa . beoome habituated are so pecn- 
li^t thatihey«^ mSmtwiJlhe rerj difficult to hit., llie improvements 
aaiddi& regulations should be just such as wiU drive away the duellists and 
the suicides, without frightening the pic-nios. and., champagno parties. 
A certain portbn mi^tyeiywelLbe laid out withelogaince, fcH^oarriages 
and: promenaders, and the nattve. wiMness of the rest preserred.i for 
tboee^ who like, to: eseape^ from time. to timey from the. etLqaette: and 
rigidity of the . Champs Elys^es^ and lie down £at on their backs» under 
the shade of a wide-spreading beech^ like TitTres of old. 

The Council of .State has at length vobed upon, the Orleans comfisear 
tion affiur. The confiseation of the estates is. approved and ratified. 
The report allowed to be pnblishfid states thfi:fsot oi the ratification, 
without- giving the majority: in-&Tar ofit;^ The. yeas and nays. are 
withheld. It is known,, however, that the sateen. votes of the sae^ 
iion du contentieux were given- eight for- and eight against, and that 
M. Baroche, the president, came to Louis Napoleon's rescue with his 
casting vote. When a man's acts are so exceptionable that his salaried 
adherents, and those adherents Frenchmen, cannot be brought to 
sustain them, they must be bad indeed. So Eu and Neuilly, and 
ChantiUy and Monceaux, are to be sold to the highest bidder. But 
who will the highest bidder be ? Would such an investment be a safe 
one? Is the title sound, or will it be sound Jfonr^^l^J^i^^h^^f time, 
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with each a flaw nximing through it ? The buyer would unquestionabl j 
hold his purchase till the next revolution, and then he would be tolerably 
sure to lose it. If the Orleans branch returns to power, all the property 
thus alienated will be confiscated back again ; if the Legitimii|ts come 
in, it will doubtless be restored to the exiles, as a matter of e&xfie 
justice. And so, too, if a fusion brings both the branches back toge- 
ther. There would be no more sympathy for the ousted tenants than 
for receivers of stolen g^ods. Investing one's money in Orleaps 
stock, would be like buying land upon the sea-shore, between high and 
low water-mark ; you would never be sure when the land was yours, 
or when you were liable to be lifted off your feet and set adrift, by an 
irruption of the first owners. I have seen no one yet anxious to pur- 
chase a palace. M. Bonaparte can make some very splendid presents, 
but it is more than doubtful whether a tithe of the three hundred infl- 
Hons is ever realized in coin or paper, or any other known mediiiin'idf 
exchange. The last act in this wretched drama has yet to be p^^^ 
out. ' '^ 

A small paper published at Montpellier has received a warning !^m 
the prefect of the Herault, for presuming to declare a certain theatrical 
representation a poor one, which the said prefect had honoured with 1^ 
presence, and therefore thought a good one. This prefect, M. Dm^d 
St. Amand, was mayor of the first arrondissement of Paris, under Qie 
proTisional government. I have heard that a reformed rake makes &e 
best husband, and I learned long ago that the most rabid reactionist^ 
your repentant Republican. ;' 

The miners of Bondou have struck for higher wages. Thisy^iHe 
getting up a subscription to send delegates to state their grievanc^^Co 
Louis Napoleon, whom they have chosen for their umpire. Tlie Pd^ie 
calls this ** a touchiug iastance of 'the immense popularity of the Pr^l{30- 
President with the working-classes," and hopes the miners wfll 4l&-Ve 
justice done them. A short time ago the journeymen in the carr&ge- 
building trade struck, and chose a private citizen for their umpire. ' The 
Patrie advised the authorities to make short work with these despef^^ 
disturbers of public order, and loudly expressed its joy when several 
of them were incarcerated at the Prefecture. The gulf between Ttr^e^fe* 
dum and Tweedle-dee is getting wider every day. 
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r- . CHAPTER LIII. 

A -CUS-PIPE PLOT— A STEAMEB CLEABED FOE CATENNB— A VOTE OF 
QEATITUDE AT CHEBBOUEG — PENTECOST AT NANTEBRE. 

m July 5ih, 1852. 

You will hear much this week of the conspiracy known to tame as the 

<^ Gas-pipe Plot." The police were on the look out for sometiiing in the 

me de la Keine Blanche, and when they found out what it was, were 

so ashamed of its insignificance, that the confidential journals were 

instructed to say nothing ahout it. But the Patrie, being out of matter, 

and having nothing to write about, seized the opportunity, as one too 

.gopd to be lost, and very much exaggerated the details of the discovered 

^conspiracy. This came out in its latest evening edition, just as all 

decent citizens were thinking of going to bed, and I have no doubt 

, spoked the night's rest of many an old woman of both sexes. 

The account was peculiarly frightful, for the Very reason that no one 
ipould imagine how a gas-pipe, with one end stopped up with coarse duck 
^IStesmeared with tar, could ever be used as an engine of war ; and there- 
&re it seemed all the more like the " infernal machine" that the Patrie 
declares it in reality to have been. The Constitutiontiel, of the next mom- 
lu\gy copied the Patrie, but said that the report given was much overdone* 
The Moniteur kept silent till yesterday, when the imperturbable orga\ 
d^lared that *<the conspiracy did not present the importance or the 

fvity that certain journals had thought proper to attach to it." On 
morning of the discovery, nineteen persons were arrested ; just the 
^number of 'gentlemen like himself' that Bobadil wanted to take with 
]^m against an enemy forty thousand strong. 

These nineteen madmen probably had some swaggering Bobadil 
flimong them, if they really contemplated any demonstration. But he 
hafi not been found, if, indeed, there was any leader in the affair at all. 
No one of any note, no name of any prominence, is compromised in the 
affair. 

' The last steamer*load of felons has left the harbor of Hochefort, and 
the hulks of that town are now empty. Three criminals, too sick to 
travel, remain in the hospital, but the hulks proper are depopulated. 
Le Laborieux has sailed with the last detachment, numbering 222, for 
Cayenne. The plan of sending out large numbers of female convicts, 
and of encouraging inter-marriage, will speedily be put in execution. 
When the intention of the government was made known to the ladies 
kept in durance in the interest of society, the applications for passage 
were so numerous that the directors of the p^j^i^y^fj^F^CWsiderably 
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embai •~'^^ed. However they set to work, and picked out 350 of the beet 
conditio. .cd, and the whole batch will shortly be shipped upon their 
mission. 

"Each mazxied coiiple/* aays the Fatri$, speaking of CSayenne, "will 
receive a;8iiui]Lgxantof land, with the implements necessary for its cul- 
tivation.'' I should not be surprised to see a very frightful increase of 
crime under Ihe inducements offered by this novel method of * voting 
yourself a farm.' 

The peqt>le of CSierbourg-were very highly eiatdd at the reeeptionof 
the new? that the Legislative Body had passedihe Ml oonnectingithfiBi 
by raiiwoywith Paris. The national flag was. dia^yed from the public 
buildings and from the masts of' the shippiDg in the port. At sight 
there was an illumination and one or two rboafires. The Munieipal 
Council, wishing to distinguish itiself .and to itestify.its. gratitude to the 
Prince-President, immediately resolved that a boonze statue of his unde 
should be erected on the Quay It^poleon ! 

Pentecost, this weekj was the f^te-day at Nanterre, .a village fievati 
Bales to the wedt ofParis. This-is celebrated-every y«ar by the eeremoity 
of crowning arosidre. The .girl who, during the.past twelvemonth, has 
been the most dsBtinguished for good conduct, tiie ..most juairked lor 
virtues of every kind, Teceives from* the mayor,..in; presence of the ^whoie > 
population, a' crown Of white roses. MllelxKUfle Brule was <^eyoB^g 
lady who wore the wreath on this occasion p she was crowned. in the 
diurch 6f Ste. Genevieve. This saint, the patroness of ; Paris, was bom!!' 
at'Nsnterre in the 5th century. The origin of the custom, ^w^oh 
has been traced as far as the middle ages, is lost in the .darkness -of tiui^ 
period. " Be thou chaste as ice, as pure as snow, thou shaltnot-escaiw 
calumny," says Hamlet. If any- one ought to .be secare from insd&tiA- 
tions, one would think it should be the rosi^res df .Itoiterre. But tiie^e 
is-a famous baUad in France, in which, I regret to say, an . allusion is 
made to a damsel who was to be crowned the next day, which woul4 
lead one to imagine that discretion is a»virtHe which might be safd^y 
practised, even by a roa^re. A yomjg lady and e young man are alone 
in a wood. With this remark, and merely observing that the baUad 
is entitled "Xe bouquet du page,"il give you the verse in .questioii. 
The young lady is speaking.' 

•*' Mettez lemoi rite, je tarembie, 

Qu 'oa- Boua rarpreiuie tons les'deuz ; 

.'Mettez ler-moi rite, ilme seznble, 

>Qae qnelqu'iin ftpproehe en ces lieux. 

XbuULce bois sombre et solitaire 

Mes craintes sont justes, je crois ; 

Demainjedois^trergsiere, ^ t 

Mettez le moi, oh ! Mettez le moil^^^^d ^^ ^OOgie 
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'Ihe posiSre of last year iiadmarKied a aPansian, and as'Lomse'Brtdliis 
cold to be a charming bwmette,! suppose Bhetoo will soon quit Nanterre. 
You -will understand that rosi^res must always be possessed of a certain 
degree of personal charms, for no Tnayor hi 'Prance wotdd be such a 
snnpldton as to I'eWEH'd the virtues of a lady who had had no chance' to 
go astray. 



OHAPTmt LIV. 
AK EXGUItSlON EASTWAltD— MELTtlTtJ 'PASTIES— CfHEESE-^FOtrNDtmOB. 

• ;htly ISth, 18$2. 
At this present writing, the Presid^it is at Strasburg, giTing the 
eclai of his presence to the inauguration of the railroad between that 
cafy and Paris. He left yesterday morning at nine o'clock, and at intervals 
through the 'day telegraphic messages were received firom the party 
upoai the route, detailing the progress of the Prince, and the delirious 
joy 4>f the population ulong the line. The prefect of La Meurthe,! 
notice, speaks of the President as Son Altedset i^}a\&t the five others 
through whose dominions he passed designated him as Le 'Prince, 
simply. The distance between Paris and Strasburg by railway is 360 
niUfifs, arid the Minister of Public "Works, who traversed it twice last we6k, 
made the distance in twelve houi's, an average speed of thirty miles 
an -ham:. The President it was intended should make even better' time 
than that; but he lost many precious moments in reviewing detach- 
ments of dragoons, and pupils of sundry Lyceums. He spent the night 
at Nancy, and made his triumphant entry into Strasburg this morning. 
Four trains left Paris,'inthin the twelve hours succeeding the Presi- 
dent's departure, carrying to the scene of the f^tes over 5,000 pas- 
sengers. 

Lotds Napoleon Bonaparte has made two expeditions to Strasburg. 
The* first, in 1886, was somewhat of a'fSailure; the second, in f8if2,-w&l 
naturally be a' triumphal progress. As fer as we can judge, he has been 
receiTed, at «rery point upon the route, with great enthusiasm. I con- 
sider the French journals as anything but trustworthy, bedng, as thisy 
are, onelhik in the great chain of mutual admiration ; but the specidl 
oorrespcfiidents of the Eagiish journals, eommissioned'to follow the Pre- 
ndentiAl cor^^i^c, bear witness tothe gratiflcatiott of thcTural populations. 
We who Temain hi Paris e«n, of course, hear but one version of the 
story, even if" there be two. The President ^g^"|^i^n^^^y from 'the 
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capital over a railroad that may safely eiu>iigh be said to belmgtto^tiiiis 
goyemment ; he is received at the other end by goTemment agents -of tds^ 
own appointment. These send back to Paris, over govemme&t wltei^ 
highly wrought and skilMly condensed paragraphs of the inci#ilts^ 
the rente; and these, aiiiyed at their destination, are published^'&t 
goyemment newspapers, and read by a goyemment public 

For want of something better to do, the Parisians have been Aa^mSttg^ 
themselyes with a canard of the most formidable dimensions, Tlia |dt& 
of July had been fixed upon for the end of the world. The heayiliS 
were to roll together like a scroll, last Thursday. Fire was to^^tiie 
agent of this terrible consummation ; the gradually increasing beat of 
the last ten days was to arriye at a climax on this occasion, and spodtniie- 
ous combustion to introduce us all to another and a more durable i^t^"^' 
existence. " Melting parties" were formed, and the Damons and IBf^bam^ 
that wished to die in company, took care to remain together on ^beptkBtf" 
in question, that the wreck of matter might not surprise them. aioiiOi^ 
Invitations were issued for the final earthly entertainment in tbiB^€Sikm*- 
ing style : — - - ' ? s»-^' • 

*' Madame Louvois would be happy to have the Count d'AxdenBM'^ 
come and melt with her, and a select party, on Thursday, the tdth^^dP 
. noon V And I do not imagine that those who assembled for the pilrpaiiF 
of melting were disappointed, for Fahrenheit rose nearer to 100 degireetf ^ . 
than it has been before or since. The Chateau Rouge announced a Att(;Ed^ 
Infernal Soir^ to celebrate the end of the world. Underneath, a F^te 
Extraordinaire was announced for the following Sunday. This is very 
much in the style of the managers at home, who advertise the " last 
appearance of this distinguished tragedian before his departure for the 
South," while the bills for the morrow, already prepared for posting at 
the printer's, announce his " re-engagement for five nights only." = n- 

Nothing escapes the attention and solicitude of the goyemmffl»tr.in 
France. Under all rigimes, there is the same zeal in the bureaux o{ the 
various ministries to try experiments that promise to result fsivourably 
for the agricultural or commercial interests of the country. If there is 
any product in the world that one would imagine unlikely to amteiL'' 
the sympathies of a statesman, that product is certainly cheese. ' Agadr 
yet here is the Minister of Marine giving orders to the prefect .ofj&fi ' 
Doubs-*the centre of the cheese district— -to encourage tiie makin§!Qfi 
cheeses fit for sea-consumption, and able to endure change of efioiKte::^ 
without injury. We learn from Besan9on that in every cantoB. of ^^ille: 
Doubs, the cattle-raisers are engaged in making sea-proof cheesosytorlie 
sent to Mr. Theodore Duces, at Paris, and by him to be put on Mom^ 
ships bound upon long voyages. The object of this is to obtain te 
France a market Icmg monopolized by the Dutch. Frraioh diipa ava 
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iioeked:,ini^ Holland cheese, which stands all weather with that 
iB^tetsdmlnlity which is pecidiar to the nation. The annual yalue 
gl'fihiB supply is so large, that it would he a Ibrtone for the east- 
doi^jd«|l«rtment8 of France if it conld he diTcrted from Holland to 

One hnndred foundlings are to he sent to Algeria to-day, as an expe- 
ij mffP^ t^.fnr the purpose of settling them in a newly-formed colony on 
lJifi\plain of Algiers. If it should succeed, it will open a new path of 
Ti^BtaiaeeB to the directors of the foundling and orphan hospitals. The 
hOTB> DroQi ten to thirteen years oi age, have heen selected hy the head 
oC'^tb^estahlishment, in connexion with the founder of the cobny, and 
tiie pl^cian of the hospital. The strongest have heen chosen as most 
l^idiy io hecome speedily acclimated. A doctor of Algiers, who has 
a9l^^iat the purpose, will accompany them on the journey. Each child 
si»iSaF with an equipment of clothing and forty finmcs ; the hospital 
o^[umA» pay sixteen sous a day for each, up to the age of eighteen : it 
ia^Tioldflrstood that they are to receive the hest agricultural education 
that the colony and the state of the art can afford ; that each child is to 
rfMmi at the age of eighteen a certain extent of land, of which he is to 
Ift-sd^^proprietor, and which he has the right to alienate, or leave hy 
wi3l,|at his discretion. If the experiment succeed with the foundlings, 
itc^iR^L he repeated on a larger scale for the henefit of the Orphan 
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CHAPTER LV. 



THE PRESIDENT RETURNS TO PARIS— A HUGE EXCITEMENT IN THE 
'iB-fKBETS— A PETITION FOR THE EMPIRE — MORE FOUNDLINGS — 
" 'ANOTHER FETE ON A SUNDAY. 

;*; ^_ July 26th, 1862. 

Tsi /grand series of official rejoicings awakened hy the progress to 
Slnl&hurg and hack again, has heen concluded hy a pageant at Paris, 
TtMfiaare artificial, prohahly, than any that has taken place upon the 
itatfi. Tliere are persons that pretend to find evidence of popular 
A^^MiiAgm in these military spectacles, and imagine, that hecause people 
ceiH^ at fevorahle points of view, where a brilliant cortege is to pass, 
tbdt liiflir sympathies are with those in whose honor the display is made. 
HbuMbmieur and Patrie would lead you to suppose that Paris was con- 
verted, and had rushed to throw itself at the feet of the President like 
thftr-dod-^oppers down-east. Now, so fer firon^gjIJ^.yH^eR^^lW'^^ 
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been a popular eae, it was ^altog^ether factitkus. -The Minister of Ufa 
tdcgraphed .from StMnlnixg, directing that a doable file of troops be 
plaeed iW>m' the station at Baiia to the ;AMh«:of TrioiBidi ■ sear Bt 
Qoud. Now'the tpoops bekmg *4o the gowenaaent, as you.ave-^wril 
aware. At the Preddent's arrival, a deputation of maiket women 'was 
admitted to congratukteJiimtipon bis retarn. Now the maifcatsb^oiig 
to thegOTenim0nt,«iid:the viragoes oonsider themselves as oe&if^:pj^ 
impottent ^official positiens. .£aeh .of tiiese ladies had a bonqvetf^uad 
wiith these tibie hero's: cartiage/was iiberally flllad. ilsaot this pellacid ? 
Of coane, it ^vas yety 'generally ♦suppoiad ^Mt tins oaxriageliil .^ 
flowers had been tossed iby'fair hands fimn baleonies and Endows. 'The 
Boston papem say that Bantel Webstei/s carnage wati , in good earnest, 
filled with fiosal tiibntes of admimtioa, antfae t>ecasion of tke late 
reception extended to him ; and I can believe.it easily. Bat it isantvue 
tiMit . any boaqaets- whatever were shcmered on J^mds- Napoleon,- exe^ 
fh>m interaated qnartem. 

'Wfaan^the^Pvesident's train entered the station, the iatelligenoe -was 
at onca ooQunanieated to all points of the city by- telegraph. The tele- 
graphs, as you know, belong to the ^vemment. The cannon at .the 
Invaiides immediately oommenced a salute of 101 g^ons. Now the caaaon 
and'itskelnvalides belong to the. government. The big bell ^tNatce 
Bamo began to ring. Now this bell and all the other churoh belJa, big 
and kttle, belong to the government. In the neighborhood of the atatioo, 
and in the densely populated quarters in the vicinity, the crowd was 
large ; but upon the boulevards, and in the wealthy districts, the streets 
were as empty as usual, at six in the evening, when the city has gone 
home to dinner. From the position from which 1 viewed the spectacle — 
taking in perhaps an eighth of a mile of the route — I did not see a hand- 
kerchief waved,. nor a bouquet thrown, nor did I hear a cry. With one's 
eyes shut, one might have imagined that the funeral cortege of Marshal 
Exelmans, just dead, was passing, and that instead of welcoming the new 
year in, the people were conducting the old year out. The spectacle 
seemed 'SO' cold -and cutting, that it at once occurred to me that the 
President must regretv having ordered it. It ooold but contrast nn&vor- 
ably with the boisterous olanaor of his country friends. But it seems 
that i^eMoniUeur 4md the.Pa^rtd are satisfied, and that "the demon- 
Btvation was inrevery way a fitting eondusion to the ej^pedition, now so 
happily tenmnated.'' French^bnt, fudge ! 

It isTttther amatter of wonder, that, with the immense resoorces athis - 
di^oeal, Louis'Napoleon did. not secure. a more imposing demonstiatioB. 
lUe .it all in .all, it was very mueh on a par widi 'Miss JS^^evcUicc^ 
tsespeak, on .whieh occasion«(you will remaiaber, «. rush of two man4uad 
a boy, to:the side doDr,>was deemed an eventof wdO^^^u^rtanee to 
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foeettmnutated, in IsroatMess'hasite/ to the Mr .boBefLckiy behind the 

A pCfitionfor the x^toration'of the Empire is .actively circnltftediin 
tike ' deportment df ikie Charente^ on ' the iBay <>f Bkcay. .infoimotioa 
TBptm.' this iKRnt eomes'from the perfect himself, ^who has taken .the 
iBotement nnder Ms espeekl pratectioiiyiaiBd has Aannonneed, by means 
Mh'e9mmuni^iBa.^tke^ dffioial .jommal, that :no< one -will be allowed to 
l|^K>se the '-^MnoDStsatioti 'with impoBijy. I oaonot say with what 




.iU«ibers df.EoumdUngs. 



subscriptions are solicited. The notification of the prefect excited 
^reat interest in' Paris, from the fact of its beingthe first instance of the 
use of the communiquS by a prefect. It is, however, certain that inttmc- 
iioos have been given to all the prefects to adopt this means of publicity 
themselves, but not to sanction its use by the mayors or any of the 
sdbordinate authorities. 
I spoke in my last of a detachment of 100 foundlings to be sent to a 
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sdlony lately established in the vicmity of Algiers. 'Riey h&^Buamm 
that day by railroad, and aniyed at Chalons the same eiPaQiiig;e4he' 
little fellows were then put on board a steamer, and whdiiiiomttf^&m 
Saone to Lyons, where they stayed over night ; the next morning they* 
oontinned on, by the Hhone, to Marseilles. They are nov?';^robahly, 
upon the Mediterranean, on board a government vessel, on i^bifi way to 
their place of destination. I heard a yonng washerwoman sayiV 
that her hdLr-apparent had gone ont to A&ica on a 
goyemment ; and that when he became a land owner, she i 
help him cidtiyate it. I fomid out that she had tied the y^ 
np in a towel, some ten years ago, and with an earnest letter T 
mendation to the police, had left him in the middle of the t 

the path of a patrol that was advancing ih the distance. The. : 

has prospered, and, as I said before, is now on the Mediterranel^lJJPi fall 1 
cry for Algiers. 

The national holiday of the 15th of August falls upon Sunda^J 
rejoicings are not to be postponed. It would have been more < 
to have deferred the celebration for a day, considering the * 
that the government professes to set of a proper ob 
Sabbath ; but it would have been a very unpopular step, 
days fall of themselves upon a Simday, it seems to a FrendS^&n as if 
natore and the almanac had conspired to produce so happy^ conjunc- 
ture, and to interfere by decree with so successful an arrangement, strikes^ 
him as a wanton infraction of one of the harmonies of the univerBes*. 
For centuries the moveable feasts of France have been fixed upon the 
seventh day, and the government that should transfer a fdte from. % 
Sunday, upon which it has chanced to fall, to one of the irnrlrjiiji jlj^jji 
of the week, would be likely to gain but little credit, if it did- no^ ^PfBa. 
lose caste. <-t .-, 

The love of the French for caricature is abundantly evinced in the 
windows of the print-shops. Nothing is too high — nothing tQO. JLojrrr^ . 
for the Journal Four JRire, the Charivari, and other pasquinaders ofiShi^^ 
pencil or the burin. There are various points in the city where a, cxb^mt^ 
of persons of all sizes and sexes may be seen from morning till.jijig^^ 
gazing at the funny pictures set forth outside, as samples of yrh»JL,ini^ 
be bought within. There is something irreverent and mockinjg ij^ ij^ 
very heart of a Frenchman — and this natural proclivity is abi?ndm|9f 
cherished by the hungry necessities of authors, artists, andpictu)?e,4efliQg^ 
The institation of marriage — too respectable in most countries Ss:^^ X^Bf 
tunate ridicule— has given scope for a whole book of raillery, admhaJ^f 
illustrated by Bertall and Johannot — ^by the keen and cutting^ ''^T^rtor 
I have seen a series of engravings by Gavami and Henri Monnier, pass^ 
fally true to life, yet having sometiiing ludicrous ^g^^^ which. Qi^ 
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flta w n tlcttidition of oertain^/^ranto and ballet CupidB of the Opera In 
4M4: ir fepresented. I oannot better illtistrate the topic than bj a 
>m this gallery of portraits. Here they are! 




CHAPTER 



l2.I!CtOEAL iNDTTFEHEFrCE^THE l^ETlTIONlNG BEGINS IN EABNEST— 
THl£ AKHBAI^ A>D MOMTEUK HOLD DISCOBDAKT OPimOKS UPON 
FOtr>'DLINGS. 

Augmt 6tli, 1852. 
TfE dectioni for the general couticila mid ward councils have taken 
throughout France. The candidateB of the fldmimstration have 
ii generally returned, -^'here a choice has been effected, but the 
abstention from the polls has beiin Bueh, that a failnre to elect has been 
in many eases the Tesolt, The abstention m altogether unprecedented. 
Bven 6ie Conditutiamtd acknowledges that " electoral indifference is 
the featnre of the election," The motive which impels the govenunent 
iheet to so prompt a eonfesaion, would fioem to be a desire to draw the 
llifCTence that the people are siek of universal snfirage, and would fiun 
I withdraw altogether from any responsibility in tl'^ government of the 
aation. One -word will auffic© to show that ilj Con»tiiutionnd is 
wrong- If the voters had been dcsirouB of handing over the entire 
ftstation of the countrf to the preaent govemineB|iiz^^T®<®^is all 

i 
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otaeshaye snppovled tiie goTenunent candidates; had they^^wiAed^to 
giTe the existing rigime a carte blanehe to.aot.aj it: judges proper, iSbtj 
would, I shonld sappose, have hastened.to give that rigime snch aidbosfe 
liate officers in the provinces as would render its action harmonimts and 
effectual. But thegr declined voting at . aU, and the result is that suny 
offices are left vacants. 

I spoke in n^daat'c^tiie petitifliub.cir0qlatiQgL in: the ddpntaunit of 
La Charento) iar the leatonttOB o£4heSbqaBe; The GSofvu^msyfiiUished 
at Angool^mai. gires-. the text of the pB^tt»i&. Tin fgis^' of tWiai rithar 
wordy documeiit'ds^thdit-r'^an dbctiFetgewramnt-iB unstable, bttti&ito 
the establishiwnt:of''pid»lic confidiinoe, aasLto credit, and 'even? to the 
most legitimate and-saored rightft^ci^ familiaft; thki*it eaccitsiHasafeitLoiu, 
and foments fwrty sprit,- and isr^oonseq^naBi^y a cajose of ezeiteoHat fac 
the bad, of affllotion for* the good, and of saandalior the undociiid aid 
the weak; that the:£il3Bily of die Bonaputes-is^Lalmeift in a ppaaffamio 
represent and. guaxaatee the^ principles fopr^^i&oh^jOBr faikmem 
tiiat between. thi&.fii»i1y ajid modem Eraaa^.aa iadissolnible 
has been eat8l»li8b^Jby viot<»3rvandimi8fi:krtaite-; thai the preaaaibiiBir 
of ^^hedteily Has suffisifintl^proved that, heisroa^ttblei witli theiiti^of 
God^pf:bbceming tha cootinuator and the^foonder of 'asizBiiiii^niditaiy 
power.'' From these various considerations, the petitiDners ISeg the 
Senate to adopt a senaius-wnsuHum, by which the nation may be con- 
sulted upon ike ''re-establishment of hereditary empire in the ptfwn 
and descendan,ts of Napoleon III., now Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, Pre- 
sident of the Kepublic." 

The warnings served upon the journals are now so numerous that 
they cease to. attract attention.; the instanoes of seeond notices upon the 
same joncnal only are looked upon with interest.. Is Petit Courmtde 
la JBretagne has just received its No. 2, for insinuating thai; iba.trie- 
graplde messages. sent to Paris by the prefects on the route to Strasbvrg 
were a littk bit strained.. The editor of tha Courtier was at liber^ to 
doubt the strict historicaL truth, of tha bulletins of the prefects, but he 
ought notlo have said. so in print*. 

The .detachment of foundlings has arrived at Algiers^ The AlMar, d 
dxat dty, considers these children . as altogether the superiors of the 
ypung men: bom in wedlock, who went out with. them. It says that 
they. seem. to have. been well cared foryand that they are ia a voy 
satis£sMtoy. moral condition, while their companions appear .to have beea 
utterly neglected, and to have, tha "most eccentric and deploialile 
habits." The Moniteur could not, of course, allow such a scandal to psfls 
imrebukfid. When foundHngs ace represented as better than p^soos 
legitimately begotten and baptized, society is attacked at its base, and 
morals, are sapped at their. foundations. The. ^m^^^r- declares that 
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tb& ftdaiinistratioa protoitstagamst the << erroneouft appreciati<»i of liie 
AJkhbwtJ' This may lead to diffiimlties^.as.fhe^AJMar is the official 
joHoal of A£dca^ aad maj not^ rdiiah &-> threat from; a journal, io: no 
maaii«r its 8iq>erior. It doubtless meant a».ooixipliittent to the goYeni- 
BWKt; as-thfr foundMag hospital is a goreiBment' iimlitation, and; the 
mocaiity of its<yoiithful tenants is a cireainatance.'gireati^ iiriaTorof its 



&jH^emng:to be at thie Mtodstryof the Ifaierior the othsT'dijv I found* 
th» empk>y§e ia a. state of considerable exdtsiBxent^oTeE.at.telegn^hic 
mco sage jiist treoedved from St. Obud^. Tnfornwtioni'vwtaaaaked- relftfore 
to^tibbt' a^mpted assassination, ofr Looia Napoleon.. Th6^S(). doudians 

. ]Mkd'l»eeft hoaxed, and. tlwQght their iBi^^ He was 

in Paris that day, and an unexpected detention led to & report that an 
inflhiial BHichsae had been discharged at him. . Word.^wasiaent back that 

I notlihig'^had' been heard of the atteoi^ in- Farts^ . P^om . this circmn- 
nunopto the- same efifeet wasourrent for a time in the city^ but 

I r?dMio#«ee <thatdt has anjrwhere gotten into prints 
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THB* PREFECTS AXT)- THE PETITIONERS — THE (HTT MABXIS8 FOUETEEN 
COITPLES— THE COMDTO FETE— AN ENGINB^DKIVER DECOEATED. 

I August 12tii, 18^2. 

-TnKKpotitions, sinulaxto that of the Chareate^ have been issned in the 

wdapMboN^t' of the Meuse. A pi^r : published at; 6«r4e-I>uo gives the 
ttBct tif both of ithem ; from which it appears that the pcofoimd conviotion 

, of the signers is, that " our present institutions are not yet precisely what 
weroonld wa^;" that ^'thetesscofle (^.pasties isi never: to. be discouraged, 
aod. to.* plot without :cese«fcion)'^ that <'the path is.- still left open to 
ambition and to intrigue;'' wherefore thsy pray the Senate to allow the 
SoBOch. nation to place the imperial crown upon the lm>w of Louis 
Kapoieon. Tha same journal states that 20,000 signatores have already 
been attajobed; to. these two. petitions* The. movement,. it would seem, 
I then, has begun: in. good eacDjest; and. the position held by the prefect 
I', of' the Charente* who has^ taken the petition under his official protection, 
wrndd £suily lead to the conclusaon, that if the government is not a party 
to the project, it is at least not a stranger to it. 

The foiacteen coaxes to be macried under the auspices of the city, on 
the occasion of. the natk>nal hd^day^have, be^si chosen in the fourteen 
wards. Yirtnovs poverty seema.. to have, been the grand oonditioii 
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exacted, as the prafessioiiB of the parties amply prove. Thm^^^e 
firrt ward fbnushes Mr. Jean Aiidr§, valet de chambre, anS tHle. 
Gvillot, cook; the second, Mr. Aubinel, hairdresser, and M11e.'fttl- 
lot, seamstress; the ninth, Mr. Charton, scissor-grinder, and BIffe. 
Prienr, embroideress; and the thirteenth (St. Denis) Mr. Lamknr^, 
grave^gger, and Mile. Berthe, washerwoman. Each pair is to reo^Ye 
a dower of 3,000 f. ; 1,500 from the city, and 1,500 from the llxmstzj 
" of the Interior. The President, with whom the idea originated, at flrat 
intended to pay the scot himself, and it was announced by the Patrie 
that the funds would be furnished from the cassette parttcuHere of the 
President ; but from this costly resolution he seems to have retreated in 
time, and to have graciously declined the privilege in favour of Messrs. 
Persigny and Bei^r. 

Little is thought of at present in this city, except the approaddng 
celebration of the 15th. llie preparations making for the f&te are fist 
approaching completion. The colopsal eagle upon the arch of ttioiteilpk 
already overlooks the Champs Elys5eB ; Mount St Bernard has tesied. 
its snow-capped summit between the Chamber of Deputies aiid^ tb» 
Seine ; the Place de la Concorde is filled with flagstaffi and statues j i&e 
grand avenue is lined with fountains, covered with flowers, and tfaue J^ 
of water are to be illuminated by differently-colored electric lighttr^ the 
banks of the Seine are crowded with platforms for the accommodftt£a^t>f 
the spectators of the regattas and the naval combat. The sea-fi^M'ls 
to take place between the frigate La ViUe de Farts and the Cbd^jf^, 
war steamer, and is to be divided into six episodes. The frigate vi^ 
launched last year at Neuilly, and as you may imagine, from your know- 
ledge of the waters it frequents, has no keel whatever ; the Calypso is 
a broken-down ferry-boat ^at plies between the Quay d'Orsay and St. 
Cloud. I have travelled in her myself at the rate of seven miles an 
hour. 

The combat will last fifty minutes, and will be seen by the President 
from an especial tribune. One hundred and fifty sailors have been 
brought from Cherbourg, to man the two vessels ; tiliey were sent by M. 
de Persigny to the Grand Opera last night, where they saw the ballet 
of Giselle. The boulevards are lined witi^ dieet-iron palm-trees, which, 
if one can judge from a rehearsal a few nights ago, will produce a mqst 
gorgeous effect when lighted. Around the Column Yendome is twisted 
a heavy gas-pipe, which, ascending spirally to the top, is to convey 
red fire to the emblems that are abeady visible there in outline — faax 
eagles, a crown, and the initials L. N. B. The pipe is also pierced at 
every foot, or thereabouts, so that it will emit ludd intervals aU the way 
np. A ballroom, destined to eclipse even that of the 10th of May, has 
been built at the MarchS des Innooens; th.e Dames de la Halle to be the 
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la^'paitronesses. These ladies took the President formally under their 
^m^Hoa a little over a year ago, when he laid, in person, the comer- 
■tofie of the new central markets ; ever since then there has existed a 
wwiniaxkahle sympathy between them. He carries his condescension so 
Iv 8^ to promise to attend the ball ; perhaps he will even dance. 
. la point of refreshments, this baU will pnt the Ecole MOitaire into 
the shade ; 50,000 ice-creams, 60,000 glasses of punch and lemonade, 
azid^80,000 cakes have been ordered for the occasion. There are to be 
fireworks at three different points ; games, greased poles, races, rustic 
dances, orchestras, and ballooning. The Emperor's birth-day, like 
Christmas, comes but once a year. In view of the extraordinary pre- 
parations making, I am not surprised to learn that the municipal coun- 
cillors were rather hastily assembled yesterday, in consequence of a 

^ifcbtiqe that the supplies had given out. Twenty thousand francs addi- 
tional were voted, before the works were suspended. Louis Napoleon 

,^hi^ ordered a morning Te Beum to be celebrated in every church in the 
eoimtry, that some appearance of respect may be paid to the Sabbath, 
jfor, 9S I have said, this gorgeous and profane festivity is to take place 
fon Swiday, the fifteenth day of August. 

-^ : /The President, besides having decorated the engine-driver who con- 
duid^d' him to Strasburg, with the cross of the Legion of Honor, has 
pneseated him with a gold watch. The stoker has received a silver 
vii^tch* What does Mr. Webster do for the engine-drivers who take him 
tp^the Korth from time to time, and more particularly for those who run 

^iWpff the track P 



CHAPTER LVIII. 



A PLAT BEFORE THE CURTAIN WITNESSED FROM BEHIND IT— A FETE 
' SPOILED BY A TORNADO— A GENTLEMAN PULLS THREE HUNDRED 
JKEETH IN THE STREET. 

August 19th, 1852. 

tfete of the 15th of August may be fairly said to have begun on the 
for on Saturday, by order of the Minister of the Literior, five of 
thp twenty theatres opened their doors to non-paying audiences. When 
on previous occasions of the sort, gratuitous representations have been 
given, the tickets were distributed among the more deserving inhabitants 
of the several wards, by the mayors and the justices of the peace. 
Tickets thus secured in advance were often sold, and curious strangers, 
who visited the theatre in order to witness the novel spectacle, saw very 
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often nothing but an an^enoe of well-dressed foreigners, in quest of tiifi 
self-same object with themselyes. The plan was altered on tins 
occasion; the doors were opened at the hoar £xed, anybody and 
everybody were admitted, and when the house was full, farther ingress 
was stopped. The performanees took place during the day, that order 
might be more easOy maintained, and the curtains rose at two o'cloek^ 
or thereabouts. At nine in the morning, the Hues began to form at the 
doors, and at noon, the queue of the Opera Gomique extended round the 
comer, and lost itself somewhere in the neighboring ward. The per- 
formance consisted of the opera of Cfiralda, and Bonsoir, M. JPantaiani 
that of the Grand Opera of La Favorite and Le Didble a Quatre; that of 
the Comidie Fran^aise, of Cinna, and Ze Midecm maigre lu%\ t^ 
Ambigu and the Gait6 gave Napolieonic battle-pieces. 

I had the pleasure of witnessing the irruption of the multitude iajx> 
the Opera Comique from the stage of that theatre. The curtain was one- 
third raised, that the actors and perhaps a hundred inirited guests mig^ 
enjoy the unusual spectacle. The relations of audience and performers 
were for once reversed, for the play was certainly aeted this time bef(»re 
and not behind the scenes. The doors of the boxes had been taken off 
their hinges and removed, but the velvet cushions, the sofas, the statues, 
the mirrors, had been left in their places. At half-pa^ one the bolts 
were withdrawn, and (he orgie commenced. The frantic crowd bu:^ 
into the building like a besieging army throiugh a. breach in the wall 
In three minutes and thirty seconds, the spacions opera-house y^f^ 
densely packed. Air rushing into a vacuum, or water seeking its level, 
could not have fiUed it quicker. A count was made by the police, who 
reported 2,800 spectators — nearly double the legal capacity of the house. 
Boxes of four, held eight; and in one for six persons, I saw a baker^s 
dozen. A charcoal man supported his wife in his lap, sunk deep into 
the mellow embrace of an orchestra-stall. An uproarious good humor 
pervaded the assemblage, and a good deal of pleasant badinage was 
tossed over the footlights between our party and theirs. The door 
openers, the letters of crickets, the takers of shawls and umbrellas, the 
renters of opera-glasses, seemed to have vacated the premises altogether, 
expecting doubtless but a slender patronage from the friends of the 
Minister of the Interior. 

The half-raised curtain was lowered when the audience was fairij 
seated, and the performance began precisely as the dock struck two. 
The applause VTBs immense, and, what is better, proeeeded from all parts 
of the honse ; generally it comes from under the chandeUer only, where 
the claqueurs sit in a condensed square. << Ah,'' said St JPoy, '< if our friends 
in the blouses only paid, 1 should not oare if I never saw a black eoat «r 
a white cravat again.*' The gentlemen in the blonaes did not pi^, but 
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ibe ei<y paid for them. Each theatre received a sum ec[iial to the 
a^^erage nightly receipts, daring the mfcoith of August, and an allowance 
besides, to cover any damages caused by the rough and tumble. The 
CSom^die Fran^aise suffered considerably, and was obliged to remain 
dosed for forty-eight hours afterwards. A bevy of washerwomen have 
011108 restored it to its former propriety. 

As for the next day, Sunday, it was marred by the violent wind 
wiiidi had blown without cessation during the week. Heavy clouds 
were continually passing over the city, but it did not once positively 
rain. The dust was blinding, spite of the constant passage of water- 
carts over all the streets in which the ceremonies were to take place. 
At eleven o'clock, a sort of typhoon burst over Paris, and taking the 
Marche dee Innocens in its way, ripped off the canvas roof from the 
immense tent in which Les Dames de la Halle were to have their ball. 
Notifications, issued at once from the prefect of police, informed the 
jiublic of the disaster, and of the postponement of the ball until 
Tuesday. The Te Deum was performed at the Madeleine at ten, in the 
presence of the President, the Council of State, such members of the 
; Senate and Legislature as were in the city, the Diplomatic Corps and 
invited guests. Nothing unusual marked this ceremony. The music 
was sung by the company of the Grand Opera, the voice of Mme. 
Laborde being recogmsable at once. Louis Napoleon took occasion to 
repeat to the Abbe Daguerry his profane declaration of May 10th, that 
he placed himself under the protection of the Emperor and the Virgin 
Mary. 

The immense crowds that were afoot seemed now to devote their 
attention to refreshing the inner man and woman, before taking places 
to witness the regattas and sham-fight on the Seine. It was about at 
this time that the wind commenced blowing, and it was really painful 
to witness the devastation it caused among the tasteful preparations for 
the evening's illumination. A hundred and fifty colossal fountains had 
been ^yated on both sides of the avenue of the Champs Elysees. 
They were almost embowered in flowers, and thickly hung with glass 
and transparent paper globes; the wind tore apart and scattered the 
flowers, and shattered the glass. The artists prudently abstained from 
turning on tiie water, and thi» the effect was wholly lost. One unami- 
able gnst, probably the same that demolished the roof of the ball-room, 
got entangled among the Alps in front of the Chamber of Deputies, and 
made dreadful havoc with Mount St. Bernard. The carpenters had already 
completed a glacier, an avalanche, and two or three snow-capped peaks 
when the sou'-wester dashed by. Glaciers, peaks, and avalanche disap- 
peared as if by enchantment, leaving only a few tattered, i^e-bound crags 
behind. The Seine heaved and tossed, 4Uid looked more like a teapot la a 
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tempest tban I ever saw it before. The regattas offered but Httle interest 
I did not see them myself^ and have met no one who did. Still I h^e^^ 
a miniatiire silver oar, a few watches, and sundry articles of jewelry ^i^SklF^ 
won. The great point of attraction was further down the river, b^tlt^i^ 
the bridges of Gena and Austerlitz. '^ ^-^^ 

The sea-fight was to take place between the fdgate The CUyafPM^^' 
and numerous gun-boats and small steamers, supported by ma8ked;ba$6f^' 
tones on shore. The frigate was supposed to have advanced some distiikSdr- 
into the enemy's country, and there forced to come to action. She hbre' ^ 
the tricolor aloft, and represented the F^nch nde of the question ;^^&&^^'< 
gmi-boats, the forts, and the steamers, were rather vaguely designallM - 
as " the enemy," without specifying who the enemy was. Considehc^ ^ ' 
difficulty was experienced in inventing a flag for this enemy, for ahil^ 
eveiy combinatLon of colors successively suggested, turned out to be Ad*''^ 
standard of some friendly nation. At last, a tricolor, composed of ye]H>#,''^^ 
amaranth, and green, was definitively fixed upon for the banner of fA^- 
foe. It was curious to see, however, to what extent the spectaM^^ 
had invested the hostile party with the character of John BuIL Ey^r^'^^ 
body looked upon the combat as one fought between England aiii^'' 
France ; and as it was understood beforehand that the French trio^l&r^^' 
was to win, such a view of the case was not attended by any chxaoif^^^'l 
a mortifying finale. "A has les Anglais,'* said one ; '' Roast beef had ^410;'^ 
in the face tiiat time," said another. England is regarded as the etevMt'^ 
and traditional enemy, and will for ever remain so, unless Wate)f^ h^- 
fought over again and victory shall perch on the banners of the Fretteb^ii 

I have not space to recount the thirteen episodes of this despdslUl^'^ 
struggle off the coast of the Champ de Mars. To the Parisian's tk^^ 
spectacle was doubtless interesting and even instructive. Every posslMe'^ 
fbature of a sea-fight was given, and often with really surprising eSbtiC;^'"- 
The frigate was manned by sailors brought from Cherbourg for tiie pia4 ' 
pose. The opening fire from the forts, the reply from the frigafe,<tli^' 
sending to reconnoitre, the disabling of a steamer and the lowering of^i^' 
fiag, the proclamation of a truce and the attempt to settle the dispute bjf '^ 
arbitration, the rejoicings of the two forces dmring the suspension %if'" 
hostilities, the breaking out of a mutiny on board the captured ^teeaaeiif'- 
and its fire directed against The City of Paris ; the heroic conduct of ^^fif -^ 
captain of the frigate, who nailed his colors to the mast; the boardBn|^f I 
the frigate by the enemy's whole force, and a terrific hand-to-hand ngh^* 
in consequence ; the blowing up of the magazines of both the steaimem lit 

* The treaty of France and England, offensive and defensive, of 1854, w^Ha^^ 
foreseen at this period j and had it been, it would not have (cHaxtged the vieirs-ir 
the author, as to the feelings of the two countries. 
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os^^tmi^ three cheers from the crew of the victorious yessel ; such, very 
brMy* were the snccessiye episodes of this grand battle in miniature. 

3|^<ypld to Heaven that the Hudson river steamers were as harmless as 
the Areas and Calisto, the two champion vessels of the Seine ! They 
voq(U%d fire and gunpowder for two hours in succession, and neither hurt 
mav^-woman, nor child. Whenever any disaster like that of the Senry 
C^^ail again occur in your midst, do not send the papers narrating it 
to^JBurc^e. Keep it at home snug to yourselves. The coup-cPHat was 
hairdly a more cruel massacre, nor was the Boulevard Poissonnidre the 
8C9^iof more reckless selfishness, than were the peaceful banks of the 
H^i^iMKi. We wait now to learn what revenge society has taken, if any. 

tEbs cannonade of the sham-fight contributed largely towards clearing 
th^; atmosphere and dispelling the ctouds. The dense masses of vapour 
tlu^.had overhimg the city since the morning were powerfully shaken 
u]^^ the concussions and shocks of the contending forces, and by night- 
fid^ apprehensions of rain were over. But the wind still continued, 
an4-}th0 illuminations, which, had the weather been fine, would have 
\xf^ wcmderfully beautiful, were unfortunately a failure. Not one-fifth 
ofi;^» globes, the colored glasses, the jets, the transparencies, could be 
pQnr^iled upon to bum. The colossal eagle on the arch of triumph 
rqgil^ned invisible ; the spiral pipe of fire around the Column Vendome 
bitQfi^ as £ar as the statue of the Emperor, but the four eagles, the crown 
aofiithe initids abstained from making their appearance. The electric 
ligbi» which was to illuminate the 1 50 fountains, refused to flow when called 
fof^iWd this portion of the spectacle, too, was an inglorious fiasco. When 
bj^/^iWQce a palm tree, protected by the intervening shelter, was able 
to>|)9Uun its fire, the effect was singularly oriental, and had the whole 
series been equally successful, Aladdin would have been eclipsed. 
ThQ fireworks succeeded better, though, as I have said, the scenery of 
the principal piece had been demolished by the wind. Napoleon, done 
' in lance work, hung in mid-air mounted on his charger, which could find 
noxesting-place for the sole of his foot The fire balloon was a novelty, 
amd a happy one; a huge illuminated N supplied the place of the car, 
8]^ successive gushes of fire, of various colors, bursting from the bag, 
marked its progress through the clouds. The snow-storm did not take 
place, unless the snow was red, like that discovered by Captain Parry at 
t^ North Pole. 

The squeeze that succeeded beggars description. Twenty-six women 
and children were carried into the Ministry of Marine, fiunting or 
snilbcated by the pressure. The President, unwittingly, of ooufliie, 
remained upon the balcony of the hotel, and the crowd becoming 
stationary underneath, a terrible compression was the natural con* 
•sqiience. At the Turkish Embassy, a little to the left, I saw a turbaned 
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attach^ unlacing a chambermaid, and endeavoring to mb her back to lift 
with a crash towel. The accidents of vatioiis kinds, some of ihem 
fetal, were not for from a hundred, daring the whole evening. 

The Bal de la Halle, postponed from Sunday to Tuesday, has eomr 
signed that of the Eoole Militaire, on the lltli of May, to everiaBtJniT 
oUiyion. I would not have believed it possible, but so it is* The ten^ 
or the palaee, or whatever you may choose to call it, wras twice as large; 
it held twice as many people ; there wwe twice as many re&eshixieiitB» 
and therd were two ordiestr&s instead of one. It was a matter of no 
amall difficulty to obtain tickets, as they did not reach the pidiiio 
through the ministers and legations, as usuaL The market women ^^ere 
the dkpensers of the greater proportion, and to be able to say you knew 
a virago, was Hke boasting of having the enti-ee of the Elysee. For 




Patrons of tlM Bal (k la HaU«. 

myself, I had the good fortune to fall in with a flower-gii-l, whose rent, 
I am Sony to say, was three months behind: mignonette had gone 
badly, .1 believe, or verbenas had made a bad year of it. So vre 
exchanged the signature of her landlady for the sign-manual, of 
M. de Maupas. Other persons resorted to other odd methods of obtain- 
ing invitations. The President was not present, but the ministers not 
only attended the ball, but danced with the Lady Patronesses. I noticed 
the robust and bloody Magnan chassaying across vdth a lady that 
peddles chickweed! The company had not separated at dayligiht, 
waiting in the forlorn hope that the President might yet come, fi it 
w«B rumored that he would waltz vnth the prettiest girl in the roonu 
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I must not forget ixy mention that' one of the great attractions of the 
fite at iSbk Champs Elys^es was M. Dnehesaie, the travelling dentist. 
Ihning* the progress of the sham-fight, he pulled 200 teeth ; applicants 
for extraction farmed a line that extended two or three times roaadhis 
'Wsgfm. At the tv?o hundredth he waa obHged to desist, from sheer 
£|j<%ae. But I shall speak again of M. Duehesne. 



CHAPTER LIX. 



m EXPLiai DOCUMENT— A PaOFANB PBEFECX— THE TIMES CAPSIZES 
THE HONITEUH— GUEBONNIERE THE CHARLATAN— A WINTE& AT 
CAYENNE, 

Augnst 29th, 1852. 
Since my last, the coimcils-general have assembled, each at the shire 
town of its department. Several of the Ministers, and heads of bnreanx, 
have been appointed by the President to preside over their deliberations. 
We have heard from forty-nine of these coimcils ; all without exception 
commenced their labors by passing a vote of thanks to Lonis Napoleon 
fijT the conrse he has pmrsned, and for the tranqtiillity which the country 
is now enabled to enjoy. Several of them have gone even farther ^Jran 
this, and have expressed an earnest desire for the restoration of the 
Empire, ** in the desire to secmre stability for the fottDpe." All of these 
votes of gratitude are forwarded by telegraph to Paris, and are pub- 
lished at once in the Moniteur. The sense of the whole may be gathered 
from one, and I translate accordingly the first that falls under my eye. 
It is perhaps the most explicit of all : — 
" Messieurs les Senateurs — 

" The French people manifested upon the 20th of December its ten- 
dencies, its gratitude to and love for the Prince Louis Napoleon. They 
supposed they were decting an Emperor, and not a President. 

"The RepubKc awakens in the mind of the nation nothing but 
souvenirs of ruin and mourning. The Empire recalls a period of 
grandeur and of glory. 

"A temporary power disturbs the security of the future, and sustains 
the hopes of Actions and of parties who have refrised the oath of 
fidelity. 

"Deprive them, gentlemen, of all illusion on that score. Let the 
words. Fidelity to the Emperor, take the place in the Constitution, of the 
words. Fidelity to the President^ and let Napoleon III. perpetuate a 
dynasty which his immort&l uncle founded." 
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And io of the rest. It is now dear enongh why the Cabiii^t||k^ 
sndi pains to obtain the election of none bat Bonapartists, thon^li Ctie' 
bodies to be oomposed seem at first glance only remotelj connected /wiA^ 
the central government. Betomlng to Paris yesterday by ralbroad^; 
from a distance, I met a gentlemen who professed to be acquainted ;^^l|^' 
till the members of the conncil-general of a department through ^Q^^fn. 
we were passing. He held in his hand a paper contaiuing the salutktorf . 
address of this council, which alluded openly to the Empire. He dee^ar^, 
that not one of the gentlemen composing it desired any such change Jn 
the institations of the country, and that a third of them at least were 
hostile tft their hearts to the existing goyemment — but that as 'some 
such expressi(m of satisfaction was expected and eyen insisted upon i)j 
the President, it was judged expedient to make it— just as you ^Ve ' 
sugar-plums to a screammg baby — " conime on donne du sucre d'or^e a uh 
enfant crtard/* This may perhaps be true of one department, but, 'iia^ 
regards the rest, nothing is more natural than that Bonapartists^Ti^'. 
none haye been permitted to be elected but such as professed ij(S 1^' ^ 
Bonapardsts— should pass measures and yote addresses in hwn^i^'^ 
with their opinions. In the profession of fia.ith just quoted, yotL\vlfl"' 
notice that the President is entitled Napoleon III., while by others^^'^ * 
title is giyen as Napoleon II. When the time comes, the Emperor^^^ 
decide which of the two to chose. The former is the more strictly Jc^**" 
the son of Napoleon haying borne the rojal title of King of Home f ^tt^ 
the idea of being one of a line — one of a dynasty— is much 1n6r8*'' 
forcibly suggested by a three than a two. A watchmaker usually oinitP ^ 
the small numbers, and registers his yery first watch among th^'tM^^ 
thousands. ■"■'''^'' ' 

You haye heard of the transparency of the prefect of the Dordbgbe,^''^ 
hung from a window of his Hotel de Ville, on the night of the Idtlf <^^ 
August — Dieu fi Napoleon et Be reposa — God made Napoleon AiSfi' 
THEN SESTED. Sycophancy has thus descended to pro&nity. The"' 
deyice is not new, howeyer j it was said fifty years ago, of the 'Emp^iar^' 
by a prefect named La Chaise, and gaye rise to a bon mot that wfi^ 
Napoleon found himself &lling, il e*appuyerait eur La Chaise. 'TISa 
same prefect of the Pordogne is, I see by the Moniteur of yesterSaJjr,' 
authorised by the President to receiye from the inhabitants of hii' '* 
department a sword of honour. No reason is assigned, and it is j^ro^'^''' 
bable, therefore^ that if we put this and that togetheri we shall ai^^^" , 
at the real motiye. ' ' -" **'''' 

You will notice from your files of the London TimeSf that that papei'i^^' " 
at war with the Moniteur of Paris. The quarrel has had one good ei^»St|^' ]' 
ihe Moniteur of yesterday, in replying to the " exaggeration of the Im ' 
new calumny," acknowledges that 380 persons were killed in the streeti' ''^' 
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<^Tarii9 during the three days of December. The nmnber which* until 
loprn^' Bad been acknowledged by the goyemmenty was 150. By next 
yeuV.it will have allowed that the figures of the Times and the pu^jlic 
g^efially are correct — 1,200, if, indeed, they should not be doubled. 
J^nrder will out. The Moniteur*8 paragraph runs thus: — 

5'^THe official report gives us the number of persons killed during the 

insurrection as 380 — too many without doubt. As to the persons aoci« 

deuially wounded, happily the number hardly amounts to eight or ten." 

libw will the Moniteur, as it is upon the subject, tell us how it is that 

the number of soldiers killed was only twenty-eight (official) and that of 

private citisens 352 ? Why was the massacre so imequal, unless the 

slaughter was wanton and hap-hazard, and done to order-— to strike the 

country dumb, and to create a semblance of resistance,, for the mere 

piurpose of crushing it ? The government will hang itself yet, if it only 

1ms ^ope enough. Every time the Maniteur speaks, it gets a blow 

badk from the Times, that sends the little spokesman spinning. For its 

ow^ sake, I shall be glad when its editors are withdrawn, and it returns 

to ^former conditions of existence. The experiment of making it an 

** c^^ian" has not been crowned with success. 

.fithrp: Gueronnidre has covered himself with glory as the most tre- 
men^p^ua charlatan extant. The Pays has reduced its price to forty 
fra^ps a year, and the walls are covered with large prospectuses, of all the 
coIq)!^ of the rainbow, announcing its increase of size and its diminu- 
tioiL.,of price, and the consequent ''transformation of the political 
prefja of France !" Each number of this regenerated newspaper is to 
contain twelve newspapers within itself—" dauze joumaux speciaua^ — a 
jonzfuU of politics, a journal of arts and sciences, a journal of agricul- 
ture^ a journal of medicine, etc. etc. 

The first number of the new series must have been a bitter disappoint- 
ment, to the freshly booked subscribers. The twelve special journals 
consisted in the occasional breaking of the columns by the introduction 
of lajge type, preparing the mind for a change of subject and the suc- 
cession of a city-item belonging to a different cat^;ory from that which 
preceded. Thus the ** Religious Journal" consisted of a notice, in three 
linesi that the dispute upon the classics had lost something of its viru« 
lence,. and that the Bishop of Gap regretted his foolish letter to the 
Bishop of Orleans. The " Medical Journal" contained the last cure Ibr 
hydrophobia ; the " Scientific Journal" a theory upon shooting stars, and 
so on of the rest The Charivari^ the Siede^ and the Freeee have set to 
wori:.in earnest to kDl Gueronnidre with ridicule, while Dr. Yeron of 
the VoHstiitUionnel seeks a more vulnerable point for attack. He re* 
daces, the price of his own newspaper one-half-— to thirty-two francs a 
year — that is, to a rate considerably lower than i^ can be afibrded withodt 
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loss. Amed^e de Ceslna, wlio receires his inspirations direct, firom St 
QoYid, is clamoring lustilj for the £mpire. From present appearance^ 
and all things dnlj weighed^ we shall not have long to ^ait. The 
Empire looks more imminent, than ever. Louis Napoleon is fcmd of 
selecting anmyersaries for his grand achievements, and -will very pio- 
bahle inangorate the new rSgime on the 2nd of December. 

The Patrie accuses the English jonmals of a '' malevolence easy to 
comprehend," in their acconnts of the mortality among the colonist^ act 
Cayenne. Nineteen hundred criminals and political prisoners have been 
sent to ' Guiana, it says, and out of this number only nine have died. 
The whole of these nine were affected vrith incurabie diseases when they 
left France \ I venture to say that 'Cayenne is the only place, having a 
population of ninete^i hundred souls, where in the space of four nionth9 
net a angle death took place, except of such persons already given up 
as incurable. If pe(^ believed the Patrie' 8 plump assertion^, tlie io^ 
&rence woskl be irresistible that Guiana is. the healthiest spot oil the 
fhce of the globe; the physicians will soon be recommending a. trip 
Cayenne, as they do now a voyage to Madeira, or a vrinter at FayaL 



CHAPTER LX. 



AN EXCURSION SOUTHWARD — CHAMPAGNE AND COLD CHICKBN — UOVUfO- 
DAY— AN UNMARRIED LADY COMPLAINS THAT SHE HAS NQ CSffiZ^ 
DREN — PAWNBROKERS ARE TO BE INTRODUCED AMONG THE 



September 10th, .1852. 
The Bashaw of nine tails has started for the south. The principal taQ, 
Achille Fould, is to remain at Paris^ while the other eight, de Haupas, 
Fortoul, etc., are to do the necessary service as app^idages by turns. 
Two aides-de-camp precede the Priuce, twelve hours in advance,. to 
prepare the populations and to stimulate the. prefects*. There wets a 
large crewd of spectators in the vicinity of the Pads statian, and. it aeems 
positive that the cry of Vive VEmpereur was freely mingled with that of 
Vive Napoleon, The President will have the pleasure of seeing upom^U^ 
route all the materiel of ike fetes of Paris, down to the lemonade gla^sw 
filled vrith green and yellow oil) that have so often done the honoais of 
the Boulevards and the Champs Elys^es. Yon may make up your mind 
that this triumphal progress is nothing else than a prelude to the Emjpiie % 
and that, if no untoward and unlooked for circurastance should occur m 
the interval, the Senate will be convoked to make the necessary hole m 
the constitution. Petitions for the Empire a^e. n^^^^^^^l^g in PaxsB, 
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th^ text by a member of tbe society of the lOtb December, approved by 
Pw^gny ; and the people are crying " Hurrah, for the Emptor !** alongthe 
sig2^ line of raikoad from here to the Mediterranean. I leave yon to 
transfer as many of these hurrahs, and'a» much of this artifieial entho- 
i iasm, to your columns as you may think proper 5 you will probably ftod 
eainigh of it in the English journals^ which have sent special coiprespon- 
dent» with the imperial cortege. 

'We have news of the royal progresff from station to station; nothing 
Qstraordinary has yet occnzred, unless it be that the Cardinal of Bom^es 
addressed the President as ** Your Imperial Highness,'* and that the 
Moniteur is unusually caxeM to note tite prevalence of cries of Vwe V^m- 
perettTf and to insist uposi the spontaneity of the manifestation. The 
Parisians seem to ooossider the Empire as a. fait acoompU, or, at any ratdy 
oiie to be accomplished before the close of the year. 

The Bishop of Neveni has managed to throw in his mite of ecclesi- 
aetic adulation on the occasion of thk progress. It happens that the 
&ast of the Quatre-Temps (Ember-days), which falls upon the loth of 
September, coincides with the visit of the President to Nev^rs. The 
gfx>d. bifihop foresees the collection of an ^lorraous cnrowd in his episcopal 
city, and fears a dearth of those species of aliments upon which absti- 
nenoe is nsnally practised. He thinks that there will be very little 
maigre, but any quantity ofgra^ He therefore relieves the faithM from 
tbe necessity of mortifying the flesh on that day, and converts the fa&t into 
m* jtibHee. like all French reasoning since the coup-cTetat, the fat bishop's 
Ibgie is directly the converse of the suggestions of common sense. When 
i^demsnd is greidsf than the supply, experience teaches us that some- 
body goes without, or that all make shift with half as much as usual ; 
when the lockers give out, crew and pass^igers are put upon short 
'allowance; when an army's provisions ^^ low, the soldiers have to be 
content with reduced rationr 

The bishop's system, though perhaps erroneous, considered as a matter 
of political economy, fells in very well with the necessities of the occasion. 
A fasting papulation would be but a poor element of enthusiasm, and 
the prefect vnrald derive but mei^^ inspiration for glowing telegraphs 
to fbe Moniteur finom the delirimn of a hungry crowd. No one cries 
"Vive I'Smpereur" upon an empty stomach. If you want a man to 
cheer himself hoarse, you must ply him with hearty and convivial 
viands. Last year, at Satory, it was champagne. This year, at Nevers, 
ft is to be cold chicken, tongue, and lobster salad, with which the energies 
of the faithful are to be replenished, and the rapture necessary for glow- 
ing periods, produced. Probably the bishop is to dine, on the 15th, 
"V^th the prefect and the President, and it was indispensable to raise the 
interdict from himself as well as from his flock. I ought to add, that no 
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portioii of the diocese is exempted from the fius^ except the e^soopal 
aty of Nerera. 

The mayor of Toulon has taken a step somewhat like that of the 
hishop, hat upon a matter pare! j secular. Moving-day at Tonlon ihlls 
iqpan the 28th of Septemher, and it is precisely upon that day iMatMM 
experimental squadron is to airiye in the port, with the Preaidentin tow. 
Therefore Moving-day is postponed until the 30th, hy which time the 
President will have started for Karhonne. 

A Spanish girl, assassinated some weeks ago in this city, left Miiwi' ^ 
her a little hoy some four years old, who, upon the death oi his wto&am^- 
was placed proTisionally at the Foundling Hospital. In the mas^ ^m^ 
Alice Ozy, an actress of the Yarietis, addressed a letter to the preiMt'tf ^ 
police, requesting permission to adopt the hoy, and promising to gftar ^ 
hima good education, and to make of him an honest man, if posaOdet Jh >£ 
her letter she says that the child would he a great consolation to het/^M^- 
she has no children of her own.** The intense Frenduness o€€hia'TK^ i 
mark will strike you at once when I say that Alice Ozy is a denroisiitw' ^ 
If she had said that die had children of her own, no one "^ 
wondered at it, but the extreme naivete of the remark from an i 
lady has made even the Parisians smile. She seems to speak of iitih&ns ^ 
remarkable and regrettable circumstance that Heayen has bl cswfl MiBr i 
with no increase. Her request was granted by the proper autiboBq^tieRfLT 
Alice Ozy is more distinguished as tifemme galante than an a atwaa . ^AaSL 
yet no one doubts that die will make a most excellent mother ite^tta-i 
boy, and all ore ready to applaud the authorities for granting berga q fafc. '- 
She means to atone, by an act of graceful benerolence, for the nmnopona i 
errors of ajeunesse orageuee, '-,/! -^ • > 

The Arabs are to be initiated into one more of the blessings of dLtilm*' ' 
. tion. Pawnbrokers are to be introduced among them, as the P^:«^4filtt .. 
has decreed the estabUshment of a mont de piSte at Algiers. T^^ ; 
doubtiess, intended as the nucleus of a grand African Museum to lie \ 
added to the Louvre, as I doubt whether our friends the Bedouinfl^ ^ 
having once put anything up the spout, vrill ever be able to redeenalt} 'j 
so that after the necessary period has elapsed, the unreleased caiiosftiai -i 
will be transferred to the omnium gatherum at Paris, and introdoeed la - 
their fellow-countrymen the Sphynx f^m Thebes and the Mummipi i 
ih>m Edfou. 
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.- \ CHAPTER LXI. 

IBEIPmEFSCTS COMMENCE THEIR CRUSADE— A TERRIBLE STATE OF 
.-'v>t SFSEKZT— THE GAS-PIPE PLOTTERS BROUGHT TO TRIAL. 

September 18th, 1852. 

loatore in the Preddent's tour cannot &il to hare Btrugk every 

reader; the unanimity with which the occasion has been 

JK^VL to render the welcome extended to him an imperial mani- 

The mot ^ordre^ one can easily understand, proceeded from 

cmd. the prefects and departmental authorities have only acted 

^jBSgnal given from head-quarters. The rural masses of France 

ftpft in concert without guidance, and without some superintend- 

iniGifigenee to mould them into a concentrated homogeneity. The 

dedded upon before the President left Paris, and the tour 

mdifcrfaken with the express design of manufacturing public opinion 

ttat^ffect. The baU had been set in motion by the coundls-general, 

iiaii* boldly broached the topic in their opening addresses, and 

Ibf Jiirdfoets have been instructed to draw from the people a correspond- 

1^ BX^poraSldon. 

ISfatfse gentlemen never take an important step without either express 
Lcti^s to that effect, or positive assurances that it will be favorably 
by the President. Every floral inscription upon the railroad 
of <«"Vive I'Empereur,** may therefore be considered as having 
formally approved at Paris ; every sentiment wrought in evergreen, 
imperial yearnings, every crown of laurels tossed into his 
every speech aimed at him, every address and petition of which 
Siflfj^re is the burden, must be viewed as so many successive links of 
be ehf^ Ibrged befbrehand. The prefect dresses the station in holiday 
ttife; and his wife twines the myrtle and the silver fir into the mystic 
»tt^« Agreed upon for the motto along the cornice; the prefect prints 
le^l^ciges to be worn around the peasants' hats, draws up the speeches, 
fixAdS'the petitions in appropriate language, and presides at the whole 
usA^^ Ihe cortege through the limits of his department; and this 
e£ect is in close relations with the Minister of the Interior, who, in 
8 torn, is the President's right-hand man, and an ardent promoter of 
iperial enthusiasm. 

The prefects obey with alacrity and subserviency; for they know 
At if, on any point of the route, the welcome is cold, the attendance 
in, the delirium feeble, they will be held responsible. The government 
»11 knows that the peasants can be wielded at will by any one placed 
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in authority over them, and removal and disgrace is the portion of Lim 
whose Inkewarmncss has faOed to kindle the slumbering energies of the ; 
dwellers within his hordecs. The ribbon of the Legion of Honor, on the '■ 
other hand, rewards the zeal of him who does willing and efBecte 
service. The Empire has been .determined npon, and the neceasazy 
step of cansing the initiatiye to i^pear to comevfirom the people is ia a 
fair way of successful realization. 

So easy is it, with the appliances in the hands of the Minister of the 
Interior, to provoke. any manifestation desixed^ that if it were judged 
expedient to postpone the impeding change, the waves of public 
(^nnion would at onee roll in ftom the four quarters of France, lade?. 
with petitions in behalf of the maintenance of the Bepublic IJie 
President might make a tour to the North, or he might ^o over tiie 
aoine groond again, and yon wcmld hear nothing further of the Emj^ 
Or should his ambitioa take another turn, and should he desire to^ 
invested with the title of Grand Turk, an excursion to the eastianii 
departments would show you the whole population in raptures i^ 
turbans, salams, and crescents, and the prefects lifting up their T6i(^ 
in glowing eulogies of the £joran« minarets, and polygamy. Throt^g^lHflt 
the Umr now in progress, from Paris back to Paris, throi^h Lydof, 
Marseille, and Toulon, yon will hear of no cry but that of " Long livf ^ 
Emperor !" to develop which the tour was planned, and is now ia cotptS* 
of execution. 

The prefects on the route are treated with vast condescension, v^i^ 
those presiding over the departments just off the line, and of vkcdi 
services the President has no present need, are cavalierly requested 
through a paragraph in the MoniUur, to stay at home. They were texj 
generally making preparations to meet the Prince at the nearest prft 
fectnre, till the cruel lines in the official journal £ell under their mortifiec 
gaze. The gentlemen im the line of march, however, ha^e thehoner a 
receiving Monseigneur at the gate of their department, and of chaperon 
ing him across to the next in order. The President dances with ii« 
prefect's wife, with the prefect and the mayor's vwfe for the opposih 
couple. The mayor stands by, looking upon the scene withemotHP 
too thick for utteranee ; and when he sees the woman by whose adelM 
has slept for years giving her hand to the CJhef deTEtat, in all thi 
confident intimacy of a vU-d^Ut tears ooze £rom his eyes at the unhofed 
for honor which has &llen upon, his house. But that is the last tfail w 
mayor's v<dfe sees of the President ; he arrives at the hall-room at mi 
past nine, and leaves it at ten, to laugh with Persigny at the pliaiitM 
whose vanity thef flatter, and by whose baseless they snbsisty 9tA i 
indite the telegraphios for the next morning's Momteur, 

The conspirators of the Jtue ie la Beine Blcujd^^^ been br«f#i 
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tt>' trial and condemned. You will not have forgotten tlie famoos Oas- 
^pe Plot. The materiel of the conspiracy was laid out upon a tahle 
111 'front of the prisoners, and in view of the court. It would have 
! disgraced the property-room of a country theatre^ and, to me, seemed, 
. iilfy as harmless as the engines of battle with whieh empires are lost 
iUid won upon a tenth-rate stage. Let me enumerate the articles seiaed 
at the moment of the prisoners* arrest. Seven pieces of gas^pipe, half a 
pird long ; one ditto three-quarters of a yard long, — all of them pierced 
ydih toach-holes at one end ; half a dozen naughty pictures of lightly- 
(bessed females; some old muskets; three bundles of odd numbers of 
the Patrie ; several boxes of unmixed ingredients of gunpowder ; a lot 
f pamphlets; and, oh horror ! a uniform of a cajp'n in the navy. A 
hemist examined the unmixed gunpowder, and gave his opinion that he 
iumght it would go ; and M. Charon, who, by the way, i^ no relation, to 
le ferry-man of ^e Styx, declared that the gas-pipes would make very. 
9spectable cannon. Add to this that one of the conspirators had sworn 
> fire at the President; that another had called him an "imbecile;" 
lat another had threatened to bum down the Boulevards and the. Pkoe . 
^endome ; that the keeper of the house where the plot was concocted 
ad one day placed a hay-cock in front of his door, to warn the brethren 
Uit the police were on the watch, — and you will understand at onoe 
«hy the first was sentenced to three years' impriscmment, the second to 
ip[r<7 months, the third to two years, and so on of the rest. The trial 
iis shown plainly enough that there was a conspiracy, but on a scale 
p absurdly inadequate to the designs proposed to have been made 
le subject of such portentous editorials as the FcUrie thought fit to 
(vote to it. 



CHAPTER LXII. 



[ 



ADROIT SPEECH AT LYONS— THE DELIRItTM CONTINUES — SPON- 
TANEOUS COMBUSTION AMONG THE IMPERIALISTS AT VALENCE. 



September. 23rd, 1852, 
^ President has delivered one of his well-tmmed speeches at Lyons i 
At you must not suppose from its conservative tone tlutt doubt has been 
irown by the words there spoken upon the final and speedy restoration 
it the En^pire. On the contrary, the passages referring directly to th^ 
nlject were no doubt intended to smoothe the way and Juuaiten Us 
Mlisation. The declaration that the ery of Vive VJEmpereur is to him 
itiher a soavenir that touches his heart, than a hope that awakenahift 
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pride — is well calculated to dissipate in many minds the bdlief-^tllili 
Louis Napoleon acts from no other impulse than amhition. When^ib^ 
speaks of the necessity of the nation's consulting its wishes before &t2iij^ 
its destiny, and of his own doubt whether he can best serve his eomfHy 
under the title of Emperor or President, his attitude is that ei a^iaan 
who is willing to sacrifice his own inclination to that of the people tmd 
who has no other interest than that of the common good. He Bias 
indirectiy asserts the spontaneity and sincerity of the manifbsta^an^ 
while he declares, in so many words, that the <'cry of Vice VEmpefsewr 
had been unanimous from Paris to Lyons." The Lyons address is ft 
master-piece of statesmanship, when viewed as a graceful approach to^ 
difficult and delicate subject; but it would be littie better than a bhmder 
if it were meant to dissuade and divert from what may be ccmsidcaredia 
foregone conclusion. It is one more proof of Louis Napoleon^s mb 
ability at speech-making ; and is coiisidered as having finally settled (he . 
question, by those who make politics their study. 

But we know, from eye-witnesses of the reception upon certain -j^miits 
of the route, that the accounts given by the Moniteur and the Pays are veif^ 
much exaggerated, and that thfl flurry and shouts of tl)Le peoplcj^u^ dVei* 
stated fully one-half. There can be no motive for representing the^& 
monstration as warmer than it really was, for magnifying the outcry «Ml 
damor for the il^mpire, unless it be the necessity of convincing Papris and. 
foreign states of the irresistible torrent of opinion that has been ^v^- 
where evoked by the President's progress through the interior aiM ^^ 
south. 

What must we think of a Bishop who can find nothing more iittt8i^ 
nothing more simple, with which to address the President than a fibw^iy 
extract from Kacine's tragedy of << Athalie ?" And what must be tboughf; 
of a prefect who publishes the following turgidity ? The Biblical style 
in which it is couched will not fail to strike the reader : — 

" To the incense which will bum upon our altars, to the chants' of our* 
holy priests, and to the prayers of the faithful, will be joined the -expan- 
sive gladness of the people. 

." Come then, in holiday garments ; bedeck yourselves with ribbons afii 
plumes ; bear laurel branches in your hands, and come to Toulouse, jte 
Queen City, to honor, witli flowers, and laurels, and benedictions, tie 
best and most magnanimous Prince of our age." 

Now, there may be persons who will see no chorlantiy in afl ^S»- 
There are persons who patronise a quack dentist by preference. !&uX 
am mistaken if the world at large does not stigmatise it as it deserroK, 
and regard it as one of the most daring impositions ever practised upo^^ 
an intelligent people in a civilised age. 

As for the editors of the official and confidential journals, they ha^vii 
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iOilYed «t the very acme of lyric imbecility. Their hymns of praise 
tjdsMSBfl to their absent Prince are nauseous from excess of adulatioo. 
^ilUX^eem to haye lost all sense of shame in the degradation of the bnsi- 
BWir.they pursue. 

■J&^ Ibllomng extract irom a proclamation of the Mayor of Valence 
IfiU give you an idea of the machinery by which the spontaneous demon- 
g^tinw which, on eyery side, greet the Prince, are produced. So much 
i)o§f» h^j^been allowed to the rogues of the present administration, that 
^&ey are using a portion to hang themselves with. What better evidence 
of -thfi artificial character of the whole proceeding than the following 
official document : — 

.** itie Mayor of Valence informs the proprietors and tenants of houses 
ifitaaidd upon the route of the Prince, that, at ten o'clock in the morning, 
pisY F^ decorate all their windows with the national colors ! 
. *^ 33)ey wiU also strew the streets thickly with sand ! ! 

** in lie evening the whole city will illuminate ! ! ! 
, , **Hf^ny person jBdUng to comply witBV these orders will be prosecuted 
.yccftTiiing^ law ! ! ! !" 
-An ^tract from 'the Patrie, giving an account of the reception at 

Yflle^ice, naturally follows here. The ju^position is ludicrous enoughs 
IfU^ you fihall see for yourselves : — 
1^^ ^^ yalence had determined to offer to the Pacificator of the 2nd of De* 

qemiier a reception worthy of him. 

^r? .";JJie Mayor and Mxmicipal Council waited for him under an Arch of 

l^iomph, erected by the 2nd regiment of artillery, composed of cannonsy 

j^ivitzers, muskets, and gun-barrels. Upon the top was the inscxip- 

. . *A Louis Napol^onf la viUe de Valence.* 

' '" The Prince entered in the midst of an immense concourse of people 

and the most lively acclamations. 

*' He stopped and talked familiarly several times with the mayors of 
different communes. 

^ He noticed with satisfaction that the inhabitants had had the thought- 
Mness to sand the streets. 

" All the houses upon the passage of S. A. were richly decorated vrith 
the national colors. 

■'In the evening the whole city was illuminated. The light reflected 
in the Rhone formed a magnificent spectacle, which elicited the admira- 
tion of the Prince. 

« Louis Napoleon was evidently pleased by the happiness which sor- 
\ rounded him, and by the affection of which every day in this memorahle 
journey brings him the touching assurance." 

) , Digitized by VnOOQlC 
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CITAPTER LXIII. 

PBOITAGAITDXSU GONE FEANTItT— Alf INPEENAL ISTACHlNE AT LAST : BY 
WHICH MORE ENTHUSIASM IS PEODUCED. 

Westward the stac o£ empire meSiaMh ita imyl Noeth, ,Boaitt aait 
Eastward too^ the poet, might' hanre added, had: he beea flpeakiiig^ 
propheticalljr, of France; for the moYeoteiit in. behalf, of the reetfiBBttoa 
baa DOW become general throughont the conntry. "Every possilde Toeim 
of propagation is resorted to. In the South, the principal ea^me-i^te 
evergreen inscription upon railway statioofi^ the badge u^oa> the hAit,.t^ 
iTOjwriii] emblem done* in fire, and. the imperial sheut uttered, hj tbft 
lips. In the East,, the circulatien of petiiionsf and» the- ooUectienviiS 
signatures, are the absorbing oocnpatioia&of the ppefec^ just now^ T)m 
zeal evinced by these fonctioBameB, and the.utt^.imserupuloiusnegs mHi 
wbbh they pursue their object, is. desciii)ed.efl something, -vescy remttd^ 
able. Since the commencement of the President's tour, t&a Mtrnkm- 
has been pvofiuely posted upon, the walls of JBaiis, thatith8;loweE?alail£0 
nuiyread and be oouviooed. In the ebunt)?y tdwDs,iisimeBfle i&ditimmxt 
the Lyons speech, printed at Paris, have, been piaearded or. diaiaaVnteiT 
aacng the inhnbitantoc The prefeet* of. the Seine and the Mntiefpitl 
Coundl of Paris are busy at present in. pr^aadng a. psograaiBWiil 
weloGsie, to be extended to the Presideot ujpoa his retonu. X ham tt» 
deabt' thaife> the. official reception will, be so handily managed, tbiiifc 
MvaSL seem really to come &om the uoooKrerted popukiiflai g£ HoBoii^^' 
This government is clever enough to make the attempt and succeed.. If 
should not be astonished to find mysdf cheeBJag^igsMly and wsfio^ 
]iaadkerchie& innumerablev having been pveiricnisly poeaeeaedi tryr- a 
Government Devil, and converted into att ImpeKod'. AatQmaion,«&r te 
purposes of the hear. 

We have an infernal machine in earnest at last, "i^ gaft^npes^flMfei^ 
up in taaxred dnek^ but a meiister engine of 254» gun. barrels^ and of IJS^ 
bullet power. I am not prepared to say that, the eonspLratera desffm 
the gwUotine for this intended attempt' upon. die.li£i ef^the Presidieiit; 
but they certainly do deserve it for their imbecile management, it is 
impossible to b^ve that they, hoped, to* escape- detectiu»n. Thfff hased 
two apastraentstupon the principal, stiseet of. Marsdlles^ in otM*. o£ i^di 
they erected their absurd contrivance — composed of fear camunBiaHii 
250 mniiket b<»res. Two rifles, with an unemiig.eye behft&d each, wontf 
have been as sure of' success as their dumsy invention, was certada of 
miscarriage. The conspirators are said to. have been captured, and ma; 
reckon upon a speedy and ignominious exit from this vrorld of care, 
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upon ft mftchine quite as infernal, and yastly more efficient, than their 
brisfling gun^barrel monstrosity. 

It is proper to add, howrrer, thalrliie staEyismot generally believed. 
It is thought to be overdone ; and the hnprudence of the conspirators ia 
too grosfr taba credible. The reflectu)a.is made by every one, that, even 
if it were false, it could never be pubHcly denied ; no editor, armed with 
p3*oof ^ fitpoog-as BDbly Writ, would dare to contradict what the Moniteur 



thBitaaagmuy^ wilL. dbubti^ssiiM pat.taprofttr to hasten the' Bmpize. 
tb BJMJwiWwKLonJafNapotoony in still anther, gokitof view,' to JN^apoleon 
UMrSbariL. In&mai mAchines: ha>ve now< btea built, for both theunde 
and tlwaiephewt . The timely: disoovery of tfae^ pkit will be instanced ^aa 
ffipcoaf 'o£; BsviBe peoteotion*. Says- tho ComMuidonnely " Louis^ Nxph- 
lOBii hami aiwayB* believeek inc hSs'Star.; the- whole country will now be 
sBBdoDB tO'«shiiflerth]B).c(mfideBoe iir histdefitiny." Sa^. the. Jfom^MiT) . 
<'*QeBven bsai undertekaL.te. save Fxanee fioom harm, and indignantly 
ftiftddinsa.FuffiKttftia. their attempft upon the life o£its chiefl" The 
oBtiinBium^. the: people ^afi^cars to h& kindkd.anew. by this, outragei 
<**Sift'flbK>itlB(o£the nuilititiide,!' says the. official accoimt of* the progress, 
**wai»nii»itfegtrlyTiiepe eamesVas the Eresidcnt left the city where! his 
d^ii hftdiheen SO nesjdy numhered.'' 

48iui»'it oaanot.he-.forgotten. that in. hia opening addEess-ito. the oham- 
Inr^lsMMhN^olboiL declared his. resolve, to maintain the Hepublic, if the 
vin^piided par tiefr submitted peaceably. The in&maL machine will be 
sthDtated!ttt<)iieEo£:the defeated.p^ties, and the assun^tion of the title. 
c^JEmperor will bo. the natural, fiolfilment o£ the^ implied warning. *' A 
pBCTMnwint. defiance,? say& a. writer, since, thisr attcoipt at murder, '< is 
ttaniBi*.i& the £ekb. o£ France by the irreconcilable enemies of social, 
onfeb.. It ]s^;time fon the caantry to reply, by placing, once for all, 
upODitbe headi of. the. elect, of, the pec^le, the imperial crown of Napoleon 
th0{ Great?' The baffled plot wilLalso call forth, from all the municipal 
ooaaMsikr and. other corperate bodies, addresses of congratulation and 
hfnB» ofthanksgiYtng, ^d the Empire will be invoked by each and all 
af»thean^a»a.fitting.,retort to the intrigues of implacable foctions. The 
lafiBrBBl'machine . of Marseilles' will be one of the most potent means of 
thajenipirei Th£ nail was already driven home, and this has 
» just in time, to clinch it. 



**SfiB5i grand .affidn ended, in smok«> in May, 1853. The* government never 
MWitdd ithe naan.'who waa jcpresented ta be the prineip^ conspirator ; be escaped to 
MaU»y.and from thence to England. Ti^o men were arrested as«liis%ccomplice8, 
and were detained in prison seyen months ; they Mr«re then released', the Cham- 
ber of Public Accusations having declared that there was no eyidence whatever 
agaanst thenu. Nevertheless, Idiia imbeciie'Soheme was made to play acunspicuoos 
pstin btingiag.aboTrt the Empire. Digi^i,,^ by ^0052 le 
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CHAPTER LXIV. 

ALL THE world's A STAGE, AND FItAKCE A PtTPPET-SHOW, . 

October 4th, 1852. 
It is impossible tliat the President should not laugh in his sleeve at the 
s- ectacle just now offered by the conntry. It is donbtfdl whether his lol- 
lowers, his ministers, aides-de-camp, and ^miliars, dare to joke with him 
upon what must appear to them, as to him, a most stupendous ^aroe. 
But at night, in bed, when they are locked in and daylight is locked o^t, 
and when no eye sees them, I imagine they indulge in open deriffloii 
of the ludicrous humbug they are playing off upon the peopk. % 
Gueronnidre must' know that it is because the nation has run .off the 
track, and is careering wildly through an untried orbit, that he, the niost 
threadbare turn-coat in France, is kept in a responsible position^ aiid 
allowed to talk by the book. M. Granier must be well aware thaUtis 
only because the present rSgime was inaugurated by massacre that jie 
services of a swaggering bully like himself are required and appreqioi^i 
The prefects, and departmental authorities generally, understand. )frfll 
enough that if their vile obsequiousness and intense -servility are tolefs^d, 
it is because the government cannot sustain itself without recouis)^ 
trickery and abuse. Yet the population is called upon to recdve^aU 
this jest in earnest, and any one who dares to open his lips in deri^Lgjafof 
the transparent sham will suffer both in body and purse; 

Imagine yourself seated at a puppet-show, with the manager or o^ 
interested personage at your side— a strong man, with a heavy haifcl, 
who means to force you to acknowledge that the marionnettes^ 
Hving men and women. You see the wires which aid them in tlpr 
jerking step ; you see the strings that control the movements ol tjbieir 
fleshless arms ; from time to time a dirty thumb and finger, bigger tbaa 
the whole puppet himself, are thrust forward a little beyond thar (^l^ere 
in quest of some refractory Judy, to release an imprisoned spring, er fipee 
a stubborn hinge. Perhaps, too, a flaw in the machinery gives you a 
glimpse behind the scenes, where a couple of unshaven men in a^vt- 
sleeves are discovered to be either turning a crank or keeping the glock- 
work greased. The terror inspired by tiie strong man with the hi^ 
hand restnukis you from laughing at this untoward exposure, and fc^ 
Tou to keep your incredulity, if you dare to have any left, snug in ji^Br 
own bosom. 

Thus must the French nation^ too intelligent not to discover the fimd, 
allow it to pass unnoticed and unlaughed at. Ev^^ miffe^ thii|7 iKQit 
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not merely counterfeit H passive assent, but must pretend to an aetiTe 
and Tnlling co-operation. And yet, though hardly one-tenth of the 
population can claim to know by ocular eTidence how much of the 
official account is an exaggeration, or a palpable untruth, the other nine 
are not without their means of more correct and less interested informa* 
tion. Very many wiU see some eye-witness of the scene, who wiU. reduce 
the enthusiasm and cut down the delirium to their just proportions. 
All may have their private suspicions confirmed by direct evidence, if 
they like. 

I do not doubt that the whole population of Paris are painfully alive 
to the lamentable disgrace of their position. I say, I do not doubt it; 
I can hardly say I know it, for I cannot get any one to converse long 
^ough upon the subject to enable me to put the question, whether he 
IS not aslmmed of himself and of his nation P The citizens avoid it sys- 
tematically. They are a&aid of avowing their knowledge of the hoax, 
lest you ask in reply why they submit to it. They know they most 
" eiadure the fraud and the consequences it entails, and so decline recog- 
' nisdng what they cannot escape. The criminal at Belle-Isle, dragging a 
^ isannon-baU chained to his left leg, unwilling to tell why he had siJdOfered 
' degradation, swore there was no cannon-ball there. So the Parisian, 
mortified at the humiliation he endures, prefers to pretend that he is not 
' wearing a fool's cap, rather than say how the fool's cap came there. He 
recognizes the effect, the Empire, though he shuts his eyes to the cause 
— the chain-work of &lsehood and self-glorification by which it has 
been produced. 

As the new rSgime ought consistently to be inaugurated by some 
cc^loit of unwonted daring or splendor, several of the neighbouring 
'imaons are wondering whether they may not be called upon to pay the 
dx^ses. A gallop through London, leaving not over 10,000 men by the 
way, is darkly hinted at by the London Qlohe ; while the Belgians are 
conscious that if France should annex Belgium, she might certainly, in 
one point of view, be said to have Attained the great object of her ambi- 
tion^— to have redeemed Waterloo. France may, after aU, be the greatest 
Victim herself. The noose round her neck may be tightened iato a 
soflfocating grip, and whenever the nation breathes again, it will be 
because, for a moment, the tyrant has relaxed his hold. 

A circular addressed by the Minister of the Interior to the prefects, 
find of which the following is a digest, shows to what an extent it is the 
policy of the Government to play off their farce as a reality. The 
journey of the Prince will leave a durable impression upon the hearts 
of the nation, thinks M. de Persigny. It is desirable, therefore, that 
every incident of the progress should be recorded with scrupulous 
' exaedtude, in order that this most touchina: portion of our history may 

' * ^ Digitized by V^OOglt: ^ '^ 
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te'feiflifally trMWinitted to posterity. The^oeftcts are invited in oo&« 
■eqwccc to dniw vp/aw-report^ aocusttte ^otui to. the joost miimte detaUfi, 
of every Uiiu g that'OccuTDed in ooanexion ividi the Prince's; progress 
Arongh tfasir j B iy u uti i v e dq^aicfanentg, of the commnnes which lie Tisited, 
ilie dfipiitefciaDBidiiQhrwBiAed oniony, thepobKc establishments ^vdiichlie 
^aaoBoaxA, Hi iiia anaes of tiie.BiayorB that had the Jiononr of spedkii^ 
to hiBiy.af thMO -wJio were foitanate enough- to ^t^an answer in return, 
0f tke«0fBsli» ' iknuBM ^ jcM jddiew, -;»watoaen, £tc.. etc,who in one way 
or another were noticed by him, or who had anything whatever to do 
-witii faim. Hhe jfovemment desares that no ^naiae JJaat haS'^yed «ven 
fhensBt nMdest pastinrthis ^loxkns exh&itum he dost to history $l>nt 
iliat these docomeBts, *^fa21 oi.eaa. inteBestso .truly nationaji, .fonn a 
eomp]0tevwhole,'niffaioh Twfli ibe '. one of the .most pcecions .of the archives 
ofFzaaoe;'' Xhope the veracknis dsfpatoh finsn JBl^ersy declaring flx&t 
iheery df iVive RBrnpn-aunma wiiwrated by i^,OQO voiass at once, ^ 
he inoorporated'ini'this vahiaUe fwoitk. 



CHAPTER LX'V. 



THE UXSt>*BVBlISm& •BAR0Ilim>-rAN.IN2)Ifi(SBBKr MATQE— tA STAC£I09r 
IB «BNT IX) ALOQBBS, WHBBEbkTiTHE MOI^BXUJK «H£II6 TBABS OF 
•JOY. ^ ' 

October Tth^lSSi' 
The Bresidenfs tour has tseased' to attract .attentum. Whatever ^Tariet^j^ 
it may aotoally-present 'to those who.are fnakiwgiit,) it {oflBMfS nothi]^£ 
tiie distant raiders of l^e -MomUttr hnt the loanstant repetition of ^ 
same scene. It is not'tisc object- of that sheet oMthfolly to record tl^ 
oocmrences o&the Tonte, btit to select' sudi only as may i&rwnrdthB d|>j^ 
widi wiiich tiie journey was undertaken. iGenaeqitently trimo^^UiI 
arches and -presets' balls have lest a. pertion of . their vinkieet ; proces- 
sions, fllnminations, and mayors' speedhes have hegon to ;pall i^pon the 
wearied senses. 

Now and then, hcrwever, isomethimgnotvel .and atartlii^ xeh-Hwalcens 
our enfeebled energies. 'Iabhrcrvmteihe-£bUowingdy»graoeM<pax^phxaae 
of the Lord's Trayer, deliveredby 'a-HsonthenL mayor toi tisuQApresidfiait t — 
'^f OnrTrince, who art in power, by the cacclaBiation of ;the; people rand 
the right df birth, glorified be thy -name ; thyiknqpdmb eooae by the im- 
mediate acceptance of the imperial crown of N^pobon;ithyrwill be. done 
in France as it is" in foreign conntries. Give us this'dayt onr. daily hreajf 
by so arranging thetaxiff as [to permit iiie.^ntryjof: things' which axe 
necessary, and fiie exit of those which are snp^rl^nf^Qgm^aiEi.aiir 
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trespasses when thou art sure we hare repented. Lead ns not into tiie 
temptation of office 'seeking, but deliver -us from tiie etils of aecret 
societies, newspapers, and . elections of all > sorts. Amen !" 

A ridiculous, and for the government most unfortunate, development 
has just taken place in one of the departments. It will iypea the eyes^^^f 
the ^orld at large wider than they have ever been opened yet. l^ie 
mayor of Lisieux, who seems to be a most innt>cent creatuTe,-a3monneed 
to his parishioners that he had just received a blank petition for -the 
Empire from the prefect, and that it would remain open for signatures 
every day from ten to four. This, then, is the way in which the pe- 
titions that encumber the tables of the clerks of the Senate are manu- 
factured. The government engages scribes and literary men out of 
employ to draw up forms of blank petitions, all of them differently 
couched. To each prefect are sent enough to supply the communes 
of his department. The people, upon the invitation of the mayor or the 
priest, sign them, doiibtless willingly enough. I do not suppose that 
the subscribers do any violence to their feelings, but the movement 
certainly cannot be described as spontaneous, as the Moniteur would have 
the world believe. The prefect alluded to has attempted a rectification ; 
hat the.naked fsuct is there, and he has not been 'able to deoreeitoiit 6f 
i^ht. The mayor will probably be discharged for- imbeciMfy. 

The President has just senta'fineBta!Oion to Algiers &r certain pur- 
poses. I am convinced that an extract from the MonUeur on tys impmr- 
tant subject vdll be highly- acceptableto* your reailers s — 

" The acclamations that welcome the Prince on.every iside do not lead 
him to forget any of the incessant pre-occupations 'suggested*, to* him by 
his inexhaustible generosity. At Nevers, in Ihe midst of the most en- 
thusiastic shouts, he gave the order to send the fine Arabian steQlion, 
Mansour, to Algiers. We are sure beforehand that this precious animal 
is destined to render the most important services, beth in .raisiBg and 
improving the Barbary race, so long impoveriMied by war. This muni- 
ficent gift of the President is of incalculable value, and ds <etill'aa6ther 
proof of the enlightened solicitude 6fi}he C^ef df iJhe^State ^ «nr pos- 
sessions in Africa." 

Perhaps yonr readers will think witii me,' tiuat it* would' be more digni- 
fied if this government did ndt blow its own tr«mp6t <with qiote so« much 
earnestness. However, public opinion must be n!iaB4foetar6dr4iad, like 
soda-water, needs to be pretty' highly charged. 

I spoke lately of the' bishop of Nevers, who -aB^wed his paoisliioners 
to eat meat and be merry on the day of the President's 'visits altbough 
it was a close fast of the church. The residt was oalanaitoiis* Had 
they been compelled by religious scruples 'to chasten their ^appetites, 
there might have been enough for them all; but as it was, a fiunine 
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ensued. There was a dreadful crowd in the city, and piovisiQiiB' and 
lodgings were scarce to a degree that the bishop certainly oooM not 
have foreseen. Bakers openly sold rolls and two pound loavos at a 
price quadruple that fixed by the prefect, while beds were altoget2ier mit 
of the question. The special correspondent of the Steele was &iii topids 
chase a truss of straw for the reasonable sum of five francs, upon wMdi 
to repose his weary limbs. The bishop must be gratified at the uidooJced- 
for success of his conversion of the feust into a jubilee. 



CHAPTEB LXVI. 



DELIRIUM IN EVEEGREEN— A SHAM SHAM-FIGHT— TURGIDITY C» Mtt 
MAYOR OF SEVRES— WATTS AND DODDRIDGE—IMPERIAL ARIlHMlSne.' 

October 14th, iSflt* * 
I STRING together a few of the inscriptions done in evergreen, ^^pifa 
arches of triumph and raUroad stations, along the Prince's tt^fe. 
Generally they bear ample testimony to the zeal of the mayor that'eittl- 
posed them, tliough some few are decidedly too prosaic and matlelNBl^ 
&ct for this delirious period of French history : — 

" What a happy day for France the 2nd of December was ! " 

" Vive le coup-d'6tat ! " 

"Hurrah for Napoleon I!" ' 

" Hurrah for Napoleon n ! " 

<* Hurrab for Napoleon III ! " > 

" The City of Nevers desires the restoration of the Empire." 

" May Heaven watch over you ! " 

"God bless you!" 

" The City of St. Nicaise prays for you." 

« Vox Populi, Vox Dei, 7,500,000." 

"Domine, Salvum fee Ludovicum Napolbonem." 

" The children of the old soldiers salute the nephew of the EmpoMp/^ 

" Aquilas turribus insidere juvat." 

" Bender unto Ceesar the things that ore Caesar's." 

" To the friend of the workman, the Savior of France." 

"VivBlajoio!" 

"A tons les Bonapartes !" 

" To Louis Napoleon, his feithfiil Angouldme ! " 

"Hurrah for our side!" rn^r^n]t> 

Digitized by VnOOyiC 
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. •■**Tathe Uncle tliat was, and the Nephew that is!" 
. .. *tlJiiltivation of tobacco ! " * 
. : A -pretty severe lapsus penncB of one of the official reporters attached 
lo tbe imperial cortege, has furnished another proof that these stiitish 
fMfQWits of the extravagant joy of the Southerners are done to order, 
'9ll4* what is worse, done beforehand. The programme of the reception 
M>X<Nilonse included a sham-fight. On the appointed day, the Paris 
journals received a. spirited narrative of the combat, interlarded with 
constant references to the acclamations of the multitude, and the shouts 
of Vive VEmpereur, as the President went to and returned from the 
scene of action. Now, this sham-fight never took place, and con- 
sequently no shouts were uttered, and the President did not go. The 
antagonistic journals have made what capital they dared out of this 
' catastrophe, and Paris has been mightily amused. 

But this terrible correspondent, who does not seem to have learned 
imcQBispeotion from his blunder, continues to perpetrate others of the 
i$9P» sort from day to day. The programme of the rejoicings at 
Bordeaux fixed the launch of the Louis Napoleon, upon the 8th, at 
nini^^ the morning. A heavy storm necessitated the postponement of 
;^l^ ceremony till the 9th, at four in the afternoon. Nevertheless, the 
HinpLtive arrived, and was published before the event described had 
.#RJpiUy taken place. The Constitutionnel has found it necessary to 
^IRfiSf^^: to the rescue of this veracious and reliable correspondent. It 
chides his want of discretion blandly, and with parental authority 
blames his "excess of zeal." Excess of zeal means, then, to lie by the 
column, but to neglect the necessary precautions for concealing the 
frdsehood ; while a discreet zeal is that which lies so warily, and tells 
untruth so glibly, that the fibs pass undetected. The ConstitutionneVs 
expression, '* excess of zeal," applied to this official correspondent, who 
has so strangely distorted facts, means simply to say that he meiant well, 
but that he acted clumsily. 

I suppose that it will be acknowledged that this correspondent, who 
forms part of the President's suite, and whose duty consists in urging 
on the movement to a successfril issue, is in the secret, goes behind the 
scenes, sees the wires pulled, and understands, as well as any one, the 
dippater of the movement and of the men who are interested in pushing 
it. What opinion, therefore, must he have fbrmed of it and them, if he 
deliberately seeks to advance their interests by wilfril falsehood ? Must 
he not know that deceit and lying will not be rebuked by the President ? 
If he were in the service of honorable men and of a decent cause, would 

* Stamps of cigars are called, I believe, Old Soldiers. Louis Napoleon, there 
fore, in restoring to sundry departmente the right to raise tobacco, has given «s 
another proof of his liyely affection for the Renmants (^g^ ^l^$:^(^amy. 
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he resort to trickery and sham to serre them ? It Beens - to me idxit'iio 
iOther evidence can be wanted to prove the thing ft Bwindl^ BawtOK of 
jnoek auctions and .pinchbeck Presidents. 

The. Mayor of Blois has made a vain application to the TVaridwit i» 
pass A night ivith him, on his way fh>m Tonrs to Paris. Not diseoBPi^ed 
by this .polite refosal, the Mayor of Sdrres has statrted a "jpM&m^Hm 
object of which is to beg Lonis Napoleon to Tetnm to iSt.*' Gkiudivf ite 
Gate of Honor posaessed by the torhi af Sevres. Bnt Lmaj^mmeBL 
give yon the translaiion in foil of his btxEetin-to the^iahtffaitantSy 'whiiah 
is. a gem ia its way. Bombast never went tntk lengths .befi»e. Gms 
the Mayor \»:g t^^, if yon please. 

" City of Sdvies, Proclamation of ihe -Empire : 

"Inhabitants : Paris, the heart of iPrance, acckamfid.x)n tioe lCl^««f.. 
» May .last fbr its Emperor, him whose divine nnssiim< is "oveiydi^aian 
.aadLmore revealed in a brilliant and resplendent^manner. 

'^JLookiat this Trance electrified, wliidi salutes its savior, Aei8K«|p: 
^of God, by the new title which clothes him with- the «ovnpe%n^p»vnac^. ; 
" Look at this marriage contracted hetween the envoy 'Of God>«aA,^l^ , 
oar JFxance, in .the &ce of the universe, unfdsrthe auqAcesiff 4i21 frmtipaa , 
stitiited bodies, and of the entire population. . ^ , 

" This union is sanctified by dl the ^ministers v£ veSagkax, h^jBll^iiia. 
princes of the church. . ~ . . . 

''.Inhabitants of Sevres, I, the interpreter of your ^esQitimei^x ;lli^ . 
prepared the following decree, which gives youryour shase in iiiia gappi 
national movement. Let every body, without exoeptioaf oome ^<^«i^ yf^ 
this petition ; it dedoces what isyour pleasure mdiieartfelt desire^ .. . 
** Ssre is this decrecor petition : — 

" PROCLAMATION OF THE 3BMPIBE. . 

** The dty.of Sevres, . obeying the irresistibility of its sentiiBwity;«f 
affection and gratitude for the Prince Louis Napoleon /Bonaparte^ ;i)ie 
.envoy of God, the elect of France, its savior and its glory : 

'''.Pjrodaims bjin Emperor. of the French, with ' the title of Napoleon 
in., and eon&rs upon him and npon his dese^dants hereditaoy ^tvEB^- 



4^ Done at.SSvreS) in the year of grace andof :reBazreofiion,:18d2r-11ft 
ofQctdber. "The Mayor, ^MBSiHSSKf 

.3Ms delizioBS fonctionary evidently started with the intentk^n..*^' 
outdoiugithe paraphrase of. the Lord's pr^er,' presented to Lomsil&p^ 
lison.bya mayor tother south. I have' already called 'your attraiiakaL 
to that burst of inspiration. I understand -^at* the- may er of SceaoZt 
«tuiiulated by thevBiblusal parody, waa getting up one for himself, xtpdn 
the Sermon on the ll&08nt. .Dr. Veron jdissnaded him firom the Btepi 
however, by telling him he was making a fool of .himself . 

"^ ° ° Digitized by ^^OOgie 
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French, official docxunentS) and public notices, have always been famous 
for perspicuity and terseness. But here come the questors of the Legis- 
latiye Body, with an announcement to their 'colleagues, that places will 
be reeerved for them on the occasion of the Welcome Home, in which 
Idteaa .MipoiLsoa istspokeniof as His Iknperial Higlmoas thfiPsesident of 
Hie BepvUie. Xhe incongiraity .is too abrasd to be admitted into an 
official bulletin. Such things are excusable in country towns, but are 
vulgar dn Paris. 'IliaYe seen the following in a Mediterranean journaL 

Thlb ei9<3Ddtta^ of tike senate .lias faddressdd a oaronfar to' ffae',pvefBctSy 
ipnu«ingTthfiBL that somftof tthefi^g^times toihe petilioBS fbrjtkefimpiie 
.axe naacaon^paiiifid witii tbe neeessaiy iegajyaaiioBi, tmdtfaoat ^ivhich the 
f senate isdiQt •aive .of t their Authentioity, and cannot pi^pesly judge ofv 
tthe -vedtablersentiBunt «& ibe ^sovatiy. You rwill not:£Eul to ibe * trached 
hy thia aiflfeetatianief fienaabntiQUfl&esB. This Tictooss .gcvrQDnmflnt, be- 
jEoatB iakmg.-^aay.impQttaatrflt^, widkes to be coivineed rof its perfect 
I^galQfcy. ..Onr serupalcmB senators have made xectitnie their .rule of 
aaondoBt, .aaditwoald not, for the >wiio]e.of their juumalidotatum, lend 
.'tb«iBsel¥e8.to..ti]e(«oiBinisBieii of wrong. They first >aaniie themselTes 
.that m thing is^xig^t, aodr then^tiicj go ahead. :They haite been' teoi^ht 
'ippfxa^tiie ei^iiiicf Watts end Doddvidge ,* or, perhaps, this is :merely an 
Huitwardi ahowy lOiid ^^siduie they eall iq«n the pre&ots'lo dsgaiifie the 
44 tfttata«w ,>*tiigynnean- toioamit them, iwhe&er tbey are legalised or not. 

Ton know that Paris is the hoaaB :of specialtieB, and that tiie ino- 
fc nsifips sntfd trades, have nowhere earned the subdivision of daborto^such 
fan intent ms .liere. I sawia jurw instBmie of this tyestexday-^a shop of 
isoHi&Bifle.aad^pnetentians, devoted «zclusiyeiy to the saledf beef<marrow. 
1Cke wadowB fwsre filled with,pot8,:henDetiyuldly.Be^ed, and <'labdled in 
i»lorB. 'On.<me.shelf viiasa:iiileiDf<iD8iTOw»<boneB,vsndiaBsom 
to heat sbont .Ta%'8 dnad in Md&errfioose— the jends 'toward tiie 
jtreet^^di^laying the oavity IfiUed'vwith the pEedonsun^^itent, asnatm^ 
iuudtookeditin. Onjaiotherfsh^lfiwerB a fiumfaer of teneswithike 
jaith /removed, i^iatter being: Jit tbar side, dtill . inrthe isam impvessed 
iqpojz it .by the inner jsusCace of the bone. The - pvrohaser may either 
take the ipi^pared marxoi^ in pets/ or the natnial marvow in the bone or 
lOot of the bone. It isia tsubstanoe that so invites aduitezKtion,;and is»so 
difficult to obtain pure, that such an establishment must meet with 
cestended .patronage .from the lowss .of -gaiuime .pomatum. Yet how 
.do weJmow that .the marrow that we i see .in .the bone,fbeaxiiig every 
jiuu^ "of .the passagie of thersaw Ihrou^ it, was jnot.laid .in with 'a 
tsrowol ? Yon mmember that the oboIj way to.havs .pwe cofSee is to go 
to Mofi^ «nd , get it. .£«rhaps the sure&t way to obtain ipan marrow is 
torBkMr'yoar/ow!n.bee& Digitized by v^oogi(:r 
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CHAPTER LXVII. 



A TEIUMPHAL BNTBY— HIS DiPEBIAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE-PltSS^ 
DENT BECEIYES THE CONGBATULATIONS OF THE tllTT. * 

October 18th, 1852. 
Loms Napoleon retamed to Paris on Saturday, the 16th of Octolwr. 
The dty of Blois made, as I have said, an Tmayailing attempt to indnee 
him to spend a night within its walls. Had he accepted, he woqH 
have arrived in Paris on Sunday, a day much more favorable for all ovt- 
of-door displays than any other. It was evident, therefore, that he had 
a particular motive for returning on Saturday the 16th. Convincei 
that this motive could be no other than a wish to hallow some amiiTer- 
sary, I took up a biographical dictionary, and looked over ihe dates fran 
1793 downwards. There it was, in very plaLu figures— Marie Antaa- 
ette was guillotined on the 16th of October, a victim of revolutumaiy 
excesses. The contrast presented by the Place de la Concorde on Unit 
occasion and on this was certainly striking—the different aspects of a 
people embarldng upon, and a people recovering from, a period of 
anarchy and confusion. I was sure the coincidence would not be passed 
unnoticed, and the capital sought to be made of it by the o^dal papas 
renders it certain that it was intended. 

Now let me refer to the display itself in some detail. The QmUi' 
tutionnel claims for the decorations of the route entire spontaneify on 
the part of those who paid for them. I went over the whole line of 
passage two hours before the arrival of the President, in order to see and 
judge for myself. Those arches, transparencies, and paintings, that woe 
not directly due to the initiative of the municipal government, or were 
not indirectly official, from the fieict of their being erected by the subren- 
tioned theatres and by the National Guard, were built and ornamented, 
mthout exception, by the keepers of hotels and coffee-houses, and by. the 
managers of places of public amusement. The Circus and the IS^S^ 
drome went to a considerable outlay, for which they were moie J^ 
repaid by the crowds that thronged them after the passage pi .j|» 
cortege. -,^,} 

What were Louis Napoleon's sensations, as he reached the head qC|P 
Chauss€e d'Antin, it would be difficult to tell. The only weleffl^ 
offered at that point was extended by the "Manager of the daiiM 
festivities of Ste. 000110," a rowdy ball-room, where &st men m 
women make night hideous. This man' had got a faded painting, sons* 
what like a worn-out act-drop, upon which was an eagle attituclinin% 
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and a motto. This motto had eyidently served upon another and a 
difierent occasion, and had probably rejoiced upon the accession of 
some preyioos power; for certain words were hidden from view by 
the mper-pasting of white paper, and others were inserted by the aid of 
inteirlhieation and carets. TMs foul doTice was^a disgrace to the police 
that permitted it, and an eyesore in that beantifdl portion of the dty. 



V I' 



Lit. 




The Dancing Festivities of Ste. Cecile. 



A little way on was Mr. Dnsautoy's official tailoring estabHshment. 

nie 'flags and shields, N's and eagles, that were huddled together in 
^ tasteless confbsion upon his windows and balcony, were furnished by 
^tEe 'Ministry of the Interior, and were recognised by all as having 

figlired upon the Champs Elys^es on the 15th of August Only one 
^tu-ch claims to have been erected by the subscription of the inhabitants, 
'^BXiA as this had upon it the words, "The 1st Battalion of the National 
^GNisird to Napoleon m., Emperor," I imagine that the inhabitants and 
' iiieif 4nibeeription had nothing whatever to do with it Th e Bazaar Bonne 

HxHtydle was profusely decorated with streamers ; in short, all the edifices 

t&tt can be considered as public buildings, whether theatres, ministers' 
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palaces^boteis, dubs, etc. etc, made more or lesa attempts at o m a mftTi t? 
iviiilenotoDd^ single pdTatebousef that fdl.Tmder.m^ eye offered' einea tba. 
feeble homage of a flag banging, torn the -window. Whereyer thu^ce was i 
amy displays it was very easy to account £ar it.. The city govemmeiii 
had aa eddoit motive to glorify the reteiEB. of the President ; and'^.tiialt. 
of snch individaals aa fbllowed its. example was the hope. of tumiii^ i^ 
penny by it. 

The Hotel de Montmorency displayed hearthrrags £rom all iti 
windows— a briitiant but stmaked sort of ocnamentation ; well enough 
perhaps, for tlm; carpet-knig^ ia whose- honooit was intended. JJpaa 
the roof of the photograplfe gaiUtajrof Cosao»was a lazge clock, with. 
the figures .taken ont. and* ihs letters "^ywTSApoleon'* ioseited in 
their place.. This waa ii^geaiaiia^ and attracted nandt^tention. 

The ^atest iatHsst. was* manifested by/penuMis^'Of all classes to 
obtain favorable^ sea(fc» ov studs along, tha. Htsae of march. The sid^ 
walks were crowdadff tliBilBBB^^esirt^i^ps abnooitediiimtations axnon^ 
their more Yidoahle coitemBDi; thS& ohbikm geure each, oft* tfoir menibeDr 
the right to> introdtmer ai lady;,; eveiy gentlimany iii>: esiiaiating Hie 
capacity of his> roomsr. JselGDinsI nme te^ aiwindavn "ndtflttr' those -^i^io 
preferred to view the siiibj«et inr the liglii; of^a malrtirraf bnsiiLeai^- 
allowed even lets apac» to/ a headv or rather' to a seaUr, The Calg de 
la Madeleine, a swt of i ont-of>-do<v estalifishment w3& » roof to % 
cleared away its greenr tfehles and its spittoons,. anJIi lUif out rows «f 
benches instead; 40 francs were charged for l2:jBBiiam upon the bmA 
row, 35 npon thattbehind^ and so on till theiteti. B; appears incredibly 
but a snm not fjisr.' from 1^000 dollars^ wa» reaJised. Co£Ebe and dgaxs 
oonld not have produced the same amount in sticmDntha time. 

The number ofi piBiBons alon^ the route camiDt b& estimated at leai 
than 400,000, though man^R-aat-'ifccByvm at haif amffiansL. The distanoc^ 
you must remember; was two miles, and every balconyi window, and 
terrace, and the leads of flat-roofed houses, were crowded with spectators. 
The army alone counted about 60,000 men. Behind the double line 
formed by the troops stood the deputations from the various trades, 
and those sent by the neighboringr tomms •and >ilhiges« Thar boaleRnard 
thus'beeame densely throi^ed^ and g^neradly with persons well^diflpoaei 
towards ^ tilie Pf>eBident; Louis'' Napolfedry thzoughoat. ther paBsa^*^^ waft 
environed <by his* faitiifti amy and by the- dategates) o£ the^ suibnrbaii 
conimmes,— selected, . of. oourse^ oh. aeeomut ' of. their* approvid o^ , aoA 
attachment Ufr the^erastingL regms. . Tha di^ wMk a univaeal. holidafi 
and the 5ff,0(» on 60,000 iworklnen employed ) by. the: oityoconpidi 
ffiivoraible sitoadcms' iir closely concentrated. ccdumoB.' Eo^dv body woM 
headed by a standard-Bearer*: the standard was^ nine timieff^JBtrof to- 
rnado of green velvet trimmed, with gold.; (green, and sold are. thv 
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I in^eral colors;) it Bbre* simply the name of its' oomsmne; and the 
cscelamatlan, Twe VThnperewr! I heliere that evoy- trade; down tcr* 
Mildcsmithji and' stokers, was represented. GeneraUy^ \t may be said! 

; llial? the crowds along the line were c(»nposed of- isdividnals ^who. had: 
tl&en l^e oalh of fidelity to thie Constitntbn. And' as the Coostitatibik.* 
k <m tke point of being pretty severely handled, it was,, of coarse^ , 

' the duty of thtjse who had sworn to protect' it to- lend a hand to. its 
demolition. 

Tlte decorations, directly and indirectly offibiKly were* worthy ofPariak 
Aas'fbr the' arch of tritunph oyer the^ Bridge of' Anstei^ite, it wasstbenumt 
gmrgeous fantasia I haTe yet seen in France. Eight thonsand dollaca 
were voted to defray the ^Epense, but it is probable that etren this^snm 
win not payth&¥Ji9. Th6se erected by thei managers of the smaller 
itibfeatzcs'between^e Bastille and the Ohaitoan d'Eaa,.WBr&snnple, thongh 
tastefoly and bore imperial inseripticms. Tile theatre of the Ambiga 
eontsited' itself with placing npon its.fagade an apt qiiotation from 



'^O patemaL and ancestral gods! Bornnlns^ and /VeBta^cNurmother, 
wMo^gmond the Tliscan Tiber and the palaces of rIteiiie(.do not pcev^it 
tSiir yomig manfrom' coming- to the reatxie of an nptonned' age!** ' 

TBe^Poste -St Martin*, whose great snoeesseflbofi hU» reader at i<< regard* 
ksBof expense,"^ had erected a Cyclopean arch^, covered with emblems, 
dodr citaticms' fibm the ^eech at Bordeaox. The Tribunal .of Commerce 
flfiire' Seine, and the Chamber of Commerce of Paris,, gave & flag-staff 
easdi; fhnn which hnng mottoed' bann^s; Both of these bansers^ whether 
mxptedi by the wind or by the stings of consciuteej I cannot say, tumisd 
&eir back on the President as he passed, presenting a blank snz&ce 
^ his gazet—in short they were wrong-side^at;. The* shfap-keepers of 
the' Rne de Richelieu clubbed together for a stxcaEmer,. npon which they 
fiad j^aced the words^ " L'Empire, c'est la^ Paixi" The Grand Operik 
and 'HiV Opera Comiqne, which are exactly opposite each other, were ex- 
ceedingly successful in their tribute of gatrtitude:^ Upon- four' gigantic 
pSiars was supported a huge canopy of purple vdvet^ stretching across 
and covering the entire street. Musical instruments feraned the base of 
t&e columns, which were decorated' with eagles, eliields, and. armOTial 
bearings. The steps of the Madeleine'were ooveifid with the children 
0f the parii^. At the entranee to the Tniiemes was'piaeed the ninth and 
last arch of triumph. The principal acts of tSiePreeid^it were glorified in 
letters of gold:^the Constitution of I^^;. Conveosion of the Funds^ 
Mortgage Baidss, Baihroeds, Bus de Bivolt, Contimoation of the Louvre* 
No mention was made of the Boulevard Poisaonni^re; All these various 
works were finishied in ample timei At the Bridge of Austeriitz, ths 
men labored all night. , ,,,,,,,,, 
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The President arrived at the station at ten minutes before Jj^^i 
pointed time. A throne had been erected) but he did not even ] 
it He shook hands with his ministers, and with such of th^ 
of State as he judged worthy of the honor. He kissed de Momy uf^ 
both cheeks. Without any more ado, he mounted his horse, an^ , 
cortege commenced its march. Half-way between the station a^A' 
arch he met the city government ; M. Berger made a speech inl 
of the city, and M. Delangle put into his hand an address firom^Oi^ 
Municipal Council, engrossed upon parchment. The Municipal Gmi^'' 
shouted Vive VEmpereur lustily, and I hope the President made .thug] 
most of it, for it -W^as the only hearty demonstration he received, Ai^' 
now comes the most difficult part of my task — ^properly to charactenfl|> 
and estimate the reception extended to him. Happily, the opinion^' 
formed from my own observation, is borne out by those of persons thfl 
witnessed it upon different points of the route. _ /^' 

While I willingly acknowledge that the occasion excited the grefff^ 
possible interest, I must as positively assert that I saw no enthus^s^ 
As he came in sight, there was, of course, a murmuring, a rustlix^,'1|,^ 
considerable waving of handkerchie& and a universal taking off of Il^qP 
It would have been extraordinary, indeed, if this immense crowd, wliieh^ 
had collected to see the President pass, should not acknowledge by^s|i|4^ 
demonstrations as these their consciousness of his presence. I even.,^^ 
some dozen bouquets thrown. But I did not hear a single sl^m^^ 
Vive VEmpereur. The National Guard were as motionless as 9lc^d|k;^ 
the army generally remained silent, while the citizens looked on,i9t^|umEr 
admiration of the spectacle. ^^ ^ ^ 

As for the deputations from the country, they do not seem to Jmi^ 
fulfilled at all the object for which they were sent. They wefe^ ^-^^ 
tended to take up and repeat the imperial shout. But as it y^ J^L- 
started, of course they could not repeat it. The deacon must set JEef 
psalm, if he wants the choir to siog it, in churches where there is no 
organ. In the quarter of the Rue de la Paix, the sOence is said to have 
been even painfid. An American lady tells me that she waved her 
handkerchief out of ''pity for the poor man." The President acknofw- 
ledged the salutation by a bow. In other quarters again, there -was 
some show of an earnest welcome home; and in the neighlx^iodd- 
of the quarter inhabited by the workmen he keeps in employ, I am t^d 
there were heavy salvos of cheers. Baid a gentleman, ** The Painkilif 
accept the Empire as my horse takes his harness, — without alacrity, yet 
without protest ; they know it to be inevitable, and as they have mc^*' 
free choice in the matter, prefer to say neither Yes nor No. If they w;^* 
at liberty to say No, if they pleased, they would doubtiess eagerlj.ai^ 
Yes." 
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T&B ^President looked well, appeared in high good humor, and bowed 
gaiedaXLy and emphatically. I have seen finer horses than the one 
mufjlki which he rode, but the saddle and the housings of yelvet and solid 
fjiM, were truly magnificent. He arrived at the Tuileries in an hour 
win a quarter after leaving the station. He found there all the members 
sfhis fiunily, whom he kissed affectionately, one by one* The Dames 
4e'Ia Halle, whose importunities are getting to be tedious, then clamored 
Ifar admittance, and he was obliged to accept from them several crowns 
€f flowers, and ot&er imperial emblems. But he managed to bow them 
ipeedily out, and retired to the £lys€e without either escort or guard. 

The illuminations in the evening were more general than is usual in 
Faris. This time, if never before, some few private houses were hung 
with globes and transparencies. Still the public buildings were, as 
vsital, the most conspicuous. The palaces, the ministries, the stamp* 
tflice, the bourse, the bank, the theatres, the hotels, were brilliant with 
tedf blue, and green fire* I saw but one motto, done in jets of gas: — 
* If they should hold their peace, the stones would cry out." — St Luke 
xix.40. 

trhe day passed off without serious accident. The Patrie states thai* 
ft man who tried to cry Vive la RepuUique! was energetically reduced 
t»' nlenoe by a squad of workmen. I myself saw a fellow arrested for 
itumting "Down with the Traitor." The Boulevard had been so 
Wbothly swept and so oonstantiy watered, that several horses lost their 
l)oting, and tiirew their riders to the ground, but no bones were broken. 

19i6 day passed without any proclamation of the Empire; Sunday 
has gpne, and it is Monday to-day, and we still live under a Republic. 
Ihe transformation will not be long delayed. The President is reposing 
from the fiEitigues of his protracted excursion. He will awake like a 
gffllit refireshed, and then the curtain will rise upon the last act in the 



CHAPTEB LXVIII. 



A3D*BL-KAD£B EMERGES FROM CONJPINEMENT-— THE PRESIDENT CON- 
imViBS TACITURN— BEETS AND GLORY— CONVICT CONVIVIALITY—- 
MORE FRENZY THREATENED. 

October 24th, 1852. 
Tke President has released Abd>el-Kader from confinement, and his. 
speech upon that occasion is considered an imfortunate one; much 
astonishment is expressed at hearing two discourses so different in tact, 
as this and that delivered at Lyons, Ml from the lips of the same man. 
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Boms Nftpolcon has beea m power ^ fiHir years; dodix^ tittiTViioile-of | 
this period, liie pramise of tbe Duo d'AAma^ thati&e AIgan3ML.AmMi 
not he detained, has heen nni^deemed. if Louis Napofeon thldks itvft 
hmnfliotiiig- speotaeie to eeea great natkm fitithktfw tftits engag!»nent% 
he raigM' have- refieyed Fhrnce 'froxa the odinm. long agpj The C km a O bk ^ 
tvmnd tries to<fi»teD the re^ensihiitjit upon Lows PhOippe^s ^T^lSt|r 
snnt, Mb it n-impoBsiMe to 0se how M. Gnusot ooiM. hare eoL^d^ 
saif uifiaeBee in the madtR tEffiac the 2^th of Eeivoary, lfi4ft 

Ahd^«t£.ader smrendered to Genend Lamoriddre^ odmnurader <ai tta* 
proTinee ef Oho, on the 2l9t of December, 1647, .on oondition tifs^ hfr 
shoaid Be-allowed to live aft Alosattdc&a, is* Egypt,. or St. Jean d*A&^ 
in Synm. This stipnlatiQn' was laitifiiBft' by the Iha& d!Anmale, ^bt$B 
Ooveniar-(SEBnend of Algesia. Qs the 31st4>f DeeBnd)et; AVdnef^a^ 
airiTe^ aft ToaloiL On the 24th cf April, 1349, hoi wn» incaicemted^% 
the PifmiRDaal Gonrenmentih the Chaitean of Poiu M yeaor after, , t^Ml 
I^apdson cansed' him to be ttansfored to the Cki[feaa'.i^ Amboise. m. 
will henceforth live otBrotrssa, in Anatidia, seventy^ve ndle» flliJK 
Constantinople. He will receive from the French gOTemment a^^aa^ 
in accordance with hisrank. ^j 

Fbliiiesw hsve almost* ceased to* be a topio of . gfeaeral conemeNdidB. 
Beyond the narrow cinele of thospe direcfly and indhidlffillyr ceneaA^ 
in mana^g the ajfidrs of the nation, yon selcbm hear the solMit 
broached. The abdication of the people is ocmpkte; Now ti^fc !■»' 
Empire is no longer in abeyance, there are no topics ieft^ ezc^t i^bUtt^ 
minor interest. 'Hie politicians wee at present oconpied wxdi 4^- 
siderotions of the titles to be assumed by the Einperor; of tibe noxainaliatt 
of his successor, in case he should be cut off before he has time tD'lkiifb 
an heir, or in case he should remain unmarried $ of the time andmaiiter 
of his coronation, whether it shall be performed by the Pope dt^lii^ 
Archbishop of Eheims ; of the amoimt of his salary, whether twai^or 
twenty-five millions j of the vice-royalty of Algeria j and of the coiOt- 
templated visit of Abd-el-Kader to Paris. 

As Louis Napoleon is positively the only man who knowB what 
measures are to be adopted, and what decrees are to appear, rumors of 
forthconing ediots axa of vergr little yalue. When half-ardozen w&adti 
are entrasted with state secr^. when the whole cabinet is a party ^& 
the adoption of a certain line of policy, nothing is more easy fham f^ 
hints and inuendoes to escape, and invade the pubKc ear, in the sliaj^ 
of reports, more or less authentic. But when one man takes npM 
hiznself to^ plbn, decide, and execute, and- when that manV profRdiEXQA 
characteristic is tadtnmity, it is difficult, and often imposrabfi^ tir 
obtain any reliable intonation upon coming events; H^tee ^flh^ 
various rumois that fbrm the staple of ' conversation t^ ^e Bbtraer- 
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wirJiB. fhe salocms nmst be 'of fittle or na ixiipei^afice* '*Th» MbMar 

xft WsTvras ia&yimed. tfy Eoiiis Kapc^Ieda ^f fikh iittmittML to redeaae 

J[bd[>^l-E^ader, five nnntites' )^e&re ^e ^sgx^ stepped dl; .AttibauH. 

^B If mister 'of Foreign Afikfrs ims ignomiat ^t >vv^at ivt«« W be itib 

^nor of the President's speech at Bw ^e a f i m , W ^ raae to^dieimr si. 

^%e Ministers cften read- in^ lie iK»tl^e«r^Aee»eff irhiBb 'tibfl^c h*d not 

lieard of hefnre. If Vf any ciionce an^of LoiR»Nap€ife<n%««teaitiwflr^ 

-wsn^j Ite waits t^'the poblichas ceased ti9 iMolr^fiit^ vadthn fiettis j^ 

'^aHoB Mmiteur ta lie ^raddiidked. It tb hi ArivoB- toHsee «vr]iat tiiViali des^ 

'^cmastuices are made thelbas&tyf ^bs^moiitfefmsAsm&rwabm, An atnbttfty 

wi,favor of tiuB African Gtenerals was positivi^«rped:ed on- SoturiSbsy, 

i>Bca.iise the President ©rdfered the ■perfbrmanee'tjn Friday mgikt, ^ -Qie 

^French theatre, of tJinna, or the **CremBncy of Augustas." 

. ^\^ I find a great deal' of ihcredijEty, among- all -dasses, upon #Le !P9en- 

, stent's peaceable professions. Many beBere, as i^hey belierro their Wkfta, 

'..t))jB^ he nourishes, persistently; designs^ t^ainBt Belgwrm; otSiers iS6A 

.ie would "be glad' of a bnudi with the 'Bnited States, apropos oF €Jttb!ft, if 

lie could get the cbntinentar powers' to bade him. Biit ISie imineBse 

f^&st, produced by the phrase, L'^Emffire, c^estfa-ptnx, must have coep- 

" — ^ed him that if the country were so desirous of intermd tramquiifity, 

it submitted* to Ms perjured usuTpatibnv it is none the Itess azmous 

.undisturbed foreign relations, i' Empire, c^est fa pair, hea Been 

f"" graven upon banners unnumbered'; it has "been paraphrased in odes^ 
yelbped in ediloriak ; it has been sung- in the theatres ; and is now 
■ll^.OTjyect Tof pictadieds, hymns, and" qxDaAilles. Sifill it is thought by 
jOip^j; that he was not a whii more sincere when he uttered UEmpire, 
^^.Sf^fltrythan when,, six months ago, hB Ba3d,^th equal apparent 
,4^ij^jestness, '* Conserwiu la ripublyg[ueT 

' Tite town of Enie contemglates a "signiffcant manifestation ru favor of 
^oee^!' in the language of. its principal joumaL It seems th^ the 
Emperor presented to the town several bronze cannon, tstken* at 
^uai£rlitz<; these were made into scales and weigphts for ^e use cf 
ijie. jmnt These ' scales are now old^-faabioned and incompetent. It 
iift j^posed to mel6 them over and make oif them a statue of tfie 
Em^eroi^ or a monument to his memory; it, being understood that 
this hornagft is not rendeBed to the warrior, but to the promoter of the 
Ii^trroot sugao interest! French idieaa of ' gloiy have certainly grown 
tame, when & municipal body votes glorification to PTapcdeon, ntrtr as n 
ioosqnerer or hero^ but as an encourager of bulbous agriculture. 

lie 151h of Augpast was celebrated at Cayenne, by the transported 
convicts, by a banquet, a ball, and a performance of amateur theatricals. 
!Ehe ftvmfllp characters were supported by felons, dressed in women's 
clothes. All this was got up by M. Sarda-Garriga, in honor of Louis 

q2 
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Xapofeon. The Ifinkte of the Colonks, who is vesj mu<^\ 
intli the a£Ur, has sent a dispateh to 1£ Sards, in which he kl0^ 
theoanvicts have not heen sent to Cayenne to erect trinmj^ial aMliei»^* 
ftnn platoons of honor, or to give halls and ft tes. M. Sarda is bluntly 
infimned that his <<ieal is indecent'' 

The opinion of the jndidary npon Victor Hugo's Napoleon le Petit 
may be gathered from the ibllowing diarge of a jn^ge in the case oi 
thne men axzested fo . haying secretly colported and sold iV.-^JS^ 
jndge had sworn fidelity, of oonrae^ to the President. <'It is notibiog 
but a perpetosl and ynlgar attack upon the President of the RepaUie ; 
each line ib an excitement to hatred and contempt of the government, 
and of the citizens towards each, other; no respect is shown fiooslkai 
men should and do honor; in one word, it is calculated to fajsnaAz^M 
most savage passions and the most odious instincts.'* After Ibis^dtmwl 
per&ctly natural that the three men should be condemned to u^f^Siv 
imprisonment, and to fire hundred francs fine. :^h c^e u 

A similar verdict will probably be served upon a gentlemaarauiil 
under arrest for having openly ejqpresaed a wish that the AusteriibfcsnB 
of triumph would feJl upon Louis Napoleon and smash him. -ici.iJi>d<io 

The imperial performance at the Comedie Fran9aise, on Fridagr^aighl^ 
was a very magnificent spectacle, outside as well as in. The^ibsHM 
was illuminated, and the streets were thickly strewn with saildpt A91 
stone vestibule and staircases were carpeted, the saloon was fiUsd^wttk; 
flowers, and the house hung with drapery and flags. His ^iigtmmtB 
arrived in a barouche and four, and ascended to his box by^ m^pn^ite 
stairway. Rachel recited a bucolic upon the iSunous line in the BeaEdam^. 
speech. Four years and a half ago, I heard the fierce tmgedlaiBB? 
diant the Marsdllaise from the same stage. Times have chanj^ed^iiMV 
then, and the Marseillaise itself has been banished from good coinpaa^C 
Bouget de Tlsle is another name, now, for Robespierre. * ^ ri'foi^i 

The prefect of the department of the Nord has been summoned tc^WimlM 
by telegraph. The object of his visit is supposed to be to comxttaalsttla 
to the President his ideas upon a tour contemplated by his HigteeSHS to 
that part of the territory. Strong doubts are entertained as to tiift.^ow 
sibility of rendering the inhabitants sufficiently delirious, and i^ tottfa 
feasibility of continuing, in respect to the North, the same systeiftief 
exaggeration that was carried on at the South. The proad&l^^af 
England is deemed uncomfortable; the fraud would be too easfe 
dis^vered. I should regret to see another excursion taken Ibjr- v. 
President, — ^Emperor, I should say, for it would not take plaoo tktt 
after the vote,-— for in common with all well-disposed citisens, whalitill 
for the maintenance of the purity of the French language, I shiiddesTtsl 
the risks it has lately run. The prefects threatened to overwhelm it is 
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UMntm^ Iff firantie polysyllables and superhuman ezpletiTes. However, 
^baM^iMedr says, positiYely, that the President contemplates no tour to 
th^^istftkcm departments. 



^\^ CHAPTER LXIX. 
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^'^ifBD-EL-KADEB VISITS PAEIS— THE MUTUAL ADMIEATIOK WHICH 
o^ ;• BE8ULT8 FROM HIB PRESENCE. 

1.^.. . KoTsmber 4th, 1852. 

AsitfBonOH Abd-el-Kader has been released from the Chateau of Am- 
Use'Kid is in Paris, he is none the less a captive. The watch^ept over 
^Mn iov s Baents is of the strictest kind. He does nothing of his own free 
n^lfelRit acts entirely under the dictation of the Minister of War. This 
is 80 delicately managed, that he appears to the world at large to control 
Iw^owB. movements. But the initiative is not his. He visits the 
HwH<l i Wit at St. Cloud, apparentiy of his own accord, but, in reality, in 
obedience to a suggestion which he cannot disregard. He seems to per- 
Paris without let or hindrance, but he does not know, as he 
hotel, whither he is going or how soon he shall reitum. He 
to tiba opera, but so carefiiUy is the secret kept, that the draped 
attdbflhaninated %ade of the temple first teUs him that he is to assist 
SfeswfHmtierial representation. 

^.^li'mvery natural that letters addressed to him should be intercepted 
IgiirJbJte&aktor; but this gentieman is not his confidential int^ipreter, 
kaliatt offioer in the army, half linguist and half informer. The com- 
siniiar^f A]nboise---his ez-jailor— is his regular channel of communica- 
ti(B*f .. -A letter from a private citizen to the Emir has no chance of 
reaching him; especially if its subject be congratulation upon his 
litelle* It is not well that the Algerian hold communion with the 
f^oifhirAt is with the government only that he can maintain relations. 
IChs^fifOQsback to Amboise, it will be because he is sent back; and if 
Iw letnms to Paris to see the inauguration of the Empire, it will be to 
kftiadditional hlat to the magnificence of the parade. The illustrious 
iaptive. will be a living witness to the prowess of French arms ; and as 
Xfouis Napoleon has no victories of his own to exhibit, he will rather 
nttiBe shift with a conquest of his predecessors than go without. And 
thin the eiq^triated Moslem, Abd-el-Kader, will have taken the place 
ftf XLoHntii at Broussa, nnleas, in the mean time, the Sultan shall 
tvfiiso to accept the duty of jaflor, thus unceremoniously thrust upon 
]lim« Abd-el-Eider is to have the freedom of the city of Broussa. He 
18 to be what is called inUmS^ there. This is a favorite mode of incar- 
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eeratunin Fmne. Tbora an aow suuLy-.thDOMadfi of ^eisaas mUr)^ 
in vadovs- parti of tbB ooiuLtry — ^politioai offlu»dei% or lakma tliai'im I 
served out their time, etc. They are at libe]!ty to Mw vmnfif9Mm\ 
certain departments, cantons, cities, wards— but if they break Htdt 
bounds, are reconducted to dbeae- qua rt e r s, it is -thus that Abd-el-Kader 
will spend lua life. 

It does not seem posaifcfe that tibe 'Bans says everything that the 
Jlfoni<«t«r attributes to him. We are told that being taken to see the 
lion tamer, ICuguet de Massilia, who plays with His animals in fteir 
dens, he exclaimed " There has been nothing like it since the days of 
DanieL'' Xke sqpocter who attends to the Abd-el-Kader department in 
the pfftciol jaamalylifidpiobahLy ^leacd that >tho A|pflid«i vag.^ d sw aa 
dant of the prophel^ andhadconfounded Baniol with.MfihoDi0t. 

The Emir beaxs witness io the pcoiiBesa of the.aiHiiy,..atih&x«»fl#lf 
Satoy; he is shown the tienMndous energy, .aj^i tbo-wondegfal jaiam 
of the mancenvres 'at Yinoennes. He Qm^ftthueB :«b& tiie wtwM, 
soldiesB i& the Infirmaxy i)f the Innnfides,^ and scgreta to a» MRoag^Aa 
many tiiat weoe disablsdin the dsBSct. " Hmjpjgiiy,* he Hsa^B,, " ilHt:iiiil 
is .past. I am now the fnend of tha Fienah, the finond ci thgir fiiiwii 
and the enfimy of their enemieab^^' In .aoknewle^ging tker jtiemoMf tf 
his JiberatoE, ^Ynu,'''he said, to the PzeaideB^ <*ll«?& keptaneim^ 
raent you did not make, while j&vm prodecevom. bvdiB that wUdr 
they did make." 

If Abd-el-Kader could speak the langua^er of ^tfaiseowitry^he'Widl 
becomo at onee felehratedfortke Maftiiieas«iBd|xi^iiBBcy of MrTQtiart«*, 
Some days ago, ho w»a taken to VeiaaiUfls to ^vint tke palaee^Lm 
XIV. Bis hoste avoidedshowuig ham the HMms in wlseh ase liio esamd 
pictures iUastiatibg the war mAlgeoa. The Emir kuisted iipeniMlf 
thenvaadhiodesiiie wasifiBflUy^^xotificd. Heoatdxiotiiiiiig^tiilkeoaito 
to the splendid puntis^ by fioawe Yernet, repvesex^g the talaag^ 
his^smala, or ieaaJL Ho tiien qniiedy" dbaarvedr *^ ^ I had had paintaB«t 
my eommand, I should have ocdeiaed pietiinsrtooi" Tim ^emoA ESBBsel 
to the government a little to& pointed. f« puUDBstaoD, and in -the Mmi^ 
taur's ;aBeomBt of the visit it is pmadentlj wilUleld. 

On the occasion of his Tidt to IteNatiniiBlrPiQiitingHx^ 
M&mieur is puUiahed-^the diDBctor poeaented Mm mtti iSbB Mkmaip 
address, in Arabio, printed t^oil silk, in lettsnof goli } — 
" Homage to the only ^Gad t 

" The very respectaUe Scherif and Bt^trOMoarable Emir, file pilg4i 
Ahd^el-Xlador (and maj^ Qadprabng hv i^». mA 4ihed joytymUf 
lilo)» hoaoved with hiagntii^dn^ visit Hhe eUtaWAmMnt x£ €he fnenlt 
National Prinftutg House. Nor. Ifet, V95Z til €ie Meanak. 

- « LWhick^co«re«panda wiflilOie 6th M6hgrj^^Jgfeg[f|he mgira.]- 
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- Tbe wat^ ''pilgrim'' in diis traBaktioa istoema ^ai ffixst Bi|^ to 1^ 
"ma nsoonrteoiis allasion to the present migratory cmdittatt cf ihe Eiair ; 
lait all Arnbs re^gaid thjemselYes as audi, either praQtica%, as •pilgrims 
*f»^e tomb of the prqphet^ or metafhorieaU^ ab pilgnxii»1iBE«iig^ this 







Horace -Vcnwt. 

fate-of Tears. All the £(peeohes pronovneed by Abd-td-HadiGEriaretabnek 
tff^hk Arabic, by thonsands of copies^ and sent to Algeiiafor distrflmtkn 
tmong the natinss. 

-Ofi Tisiting the type-foundry in the Printing House, iie said, "ITester* 
day, I saw the cannons of war, now I see the ;groat gone cif kanusg.'' 
And again, " The whole of Paris is a wonder, and the mxat wondes^ 
thing in it is the Printing-office." At -the National Ltoary , he stood te 
a hmg time admiring the collection of TTv^al« and codns, ^and finally said* 
''Medals, mueh mere than books, are the true .find unalterable history 
of a country ." " I declare to you that I love jou better than ^Jiy man 
I know." This he said both to the Preaidwit and iie ex-Bishop of 
AJgeda, Monseigneur Dnpach. I can hardly aeeonnt for this rather 
inconsistent repetition of a sentiment, unless by supposing that a man 
-who has some dozens of wives naturally learns to .make the same pro- 
testations' of love and attachment to many different objects. The Ennr 
was only practising upon the President and the [J^^h^v§B3©gf^ ^ 
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tendemeif that he had already numnnred in tiie ears of F«&lBM^%iid 
SaxtfM imnmieraUe. ■ .q-i.-air 

la the meantime the ex-Emir is a great fbyorite yfWsi fSi£b'fSikfte^ 
His preseDoe annoimoed at any jdaoe of public amusement driiW|cxr* 
tentous crowds to the spot, and shouts such as nerer greet tlief PifflMLu t 
mark his p rD gro s s through the stiMti. He is said to be tecd^ji^ for 
several wires, to add to his harem at Amboise, and to Bcoompd^f^am. 
to Bronssa, that earthly Eden where he is to spend the few shoit^JtELni 
that separate him from the Paradise of Mahomet '"^^^ 



CHAPTER LXX. ^ ^"^ 

JEBOMS BECOMES UMBULT-*EHOUJENTS NECES8ABY— DBlAinCiiOBr 
STONE — BPBGUL PBOYIDENCES— D&17NX, WITH £XTEirUASX]teoIlbE- 

CUMSTANCES. : Vfd £ 

NoTember llth, %1^^^ 
The grand item of news this week is that of a row in the Sen^ 
rupture between any of the personages concerned in the 8ucce^,q 
scheme that has been so smoothly sailing on to glory, a uiutinj^j 
crew that have been so industriously and obediently laboring t»'|l 
the craft along, an outbreak in so well-disciplined a camp, may < * 
be characterised as novel, and thus &r imprecedented. The eoiiS](ftj 
enshrines the sessions of the Senate in the most inviolable sileiic^^'J 
the walls of the Luxembourg must be as leaky as the buckets d{ 
Danaides, as a rumour of the difficulty was current at the Boui * 
hours after it occurred. It was at first exaggerated and undig;e 
was correct in the main points as follows :— ^. . 

The report went that Jerome Bonaparte, whose succession £a3 oeea 
rejected by the Senate, by the striking out in its Consultum, bf^lie 
clause making him and his son Napoleon the next in order, 'sliould 
Louis Napoleon have no male issue, had got up in his seat, called 'the 
senators a pack of cowards and lickspits for their craven servifify^ to a 
man who vras no Bonaparte, resigned his office as President orShe 
Senate, and left the Palace in a rage. Li the original draft ot^lhe 
SenatuB-eonsultumf drawn up by the President, or at least con^^Clded 
under his eye, Jerome and his son were recognised as heirs to' 'the 
throne, should the President not marry, or should he, marrying, J^vc 
no direct male heir. This clause was expunged by the Senate, dxitf' the 
ire felt and expressed by the ex-King was violent in the extreme. He 
resigned in consequence, and the resignation was accepted. AK' ^^ 
Oourse, this step would become known, it ■w§SitiziJ5^^SI?S^(::^^^^^ some 
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; .jlmtfliMf motiTe with which to account to the public for an event so. 
unexpected. It was adroitly managed. The Monitmtr contained the 

c;.f|i|ipuncement that, as under the Empire, the Plresident would naturally 

•:<.i^^^^dent of the Senate, Jerome had placed his resignation in the 

; .^^fl^i^olhis nephew. 

rJt ^^(t|& irate Westphahan, however, did not waSet the afternoon to pass 

cyimAiHAt posting to St. Cloud, and demanding an explanation of his 

£> rBepbew. Louis Napoleon was as much surprised as Jerome at tiiis de- 
termination of purpose of the Senate, but did not feel inclined, nor did 
he perhaps feel able, to push matters to extremity. He refbsed to inter- 
foe for a restoration of the expurgated clause, but consoled Jerome by 
^^omising to reinstate him, by using in his &vor his right of adoption— 
and making him heir-adoptive if he could not make him heir-apparent. 
The old gentieman was not soothed, however, and that night took up 

r. this fMtdcnee in the palace he had lately left for the Luxembourg — ^the 

-.v^flokiof the Invalides. The next morning he reviewed tiie veterans of 
a hundred fields in the most wrathy of humors, and the wooden legs, 
w^ always hated him, heartily wished the ex-potentate back again at 

, tEie Chamber of Peers. 

-__ incident comes opportune to vary the tedious monotony of our 

»Uc affairs. But I do not attribute much importance to it. I do not 

that the Empire, under which we shall be soon living, will be an 

itary one. I imagine that all the clauses relative to heirs presump- 

m-^^ adoptive, apparent, legitimate, and direct, wiU remain dead letters. 

' %e President's sons by Mrs. Howard will be full as likely to come to 

"^ jhp throne, as his prospective Napoleons by the Princess Wasa, or any 

^'^^ other lady whom he may make his bride. 

\^ S But the occurrence is suggestive in other points of view. It exhibits 
the Seniate as anxious to throw off, as feir as possible, this endless string 
of Bonapartes that extends as far as the eye can reach. Their business 
W9S to imperialise one of them, and this must be enough for the family. 
As to perpetuating the line, and keeping others in soak for the period 
when this one shdl be done with, they could not think of it. If Jerome 

. Boni^arte were a strong man, he might make trouble. If he were a 
. msn of weight, he might cause his nephew a great deal of uneasiness. 
,Bi»t he is not. He is a weak man, and is often spoken of as the " imbe- 

. cKe" of the Bonaparte family. But he is notoriously rapacious, and it 
FiU ^ the necessity of Louis Napoleon to appease him; money will 

] probably do it. llie farbulous siuns which he ^v^ now receives for his 

valuable services will be swelled to that point where greed gets the 

better of resentment, and where the thirst to clutch the spoils overcomes 

tne thirst to taste revenge. ' 

While the obedient journals and the servile 'pre^^ ^^^^^iag heaven 
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and esEth io stimskte the Toten, aa idea is i& j^Kogremai '^^■^n^fti 
iomidtt tiie Yotfr appear brger tban it really ia, .1^. cemparkoA.. 'KIms 
alateiKliaiB Iwye of late been. «iid& as SEonamHy i» alana, tha 0wnnni 
vent. Jk&]mgm^uiium9fa]^Bm,im^^vigiJbATemi^ 
the number of legal voters as so many, while also ffifkkg ^Jaenmaa^feg^ 
aDtaalTotefB ae so aaayv thepopalaiiigri^f the adiwIiiiBliirfiania jpaii^ged 
by a oonpaiiaoa, ei thoaa inha might votein its &yor» and thcMB.^n^ 
artqaHgr tre«Ue thaaadma to gf> a»d do iL The schema j^owiiL.^W 
is iofiiase firam the Totiag list all these who ase 4ead» or pvesnaed t^ha 
dead; all tfatfee -mko have emigraled or may possibly have enij^pato^t 
all thoae who henre sa&red an inlaiBaaft puiushment, vflkd.^gms^ff^j fiA 
thoae whom the mayors have xBaaoa to beheve wriU not pceaei^ti^Mi^k- 
aeiirea to ifxite. in this w»y a Tery large jaumher of ^lamea inU ^ 
Uotted o«t of the 2)Oohs, and thas the final nepcHEt of thoae wha Jaatm 
Totod wilL be ^pery sear theimBdMar ai tiiose who might haiBo ¥oted« ^ jt 
ttanda to leaeon, that if « geatlenaa sqgipoeed to be jdead iprasentaihiill^ 
self with a i^ui mhia bandylie will be gxacaoiiAly allowed to dros^j^ifrtt 
therara, oa the poiraiple that thesmaUest &YeiB ore thanJrfhlly joaeawcd. 
It is only to be feared lest the mayors, if they go too aealoiia^ i^nvoi^ 
VHigr dimintah the male pcqinlatien ef France to a vary nnaficpnatabls 
dfi^cee. But we moat i^aaemher hawmanyhave been killed. an daiyl 
to Gayenae during the last year, and how many \ietuB8 tol^dziGg^(ho)w| 
thielafltsamiaerhascanied.off. ^.^^ 

ItSn^pirt^ e'ieat la FoiZf baring been paraphrased, ahantedyX^hnmae^ 
done in fiBewnska and jets of gas* has at laat been lithoe^ny^hecL Xhp 
imaLe is deanHnding fnnnhea^n on an eagle, and ia in the act of handing 
over the imperial crown to the nephew, which he.graoefdUy aoeejj^ 
Aa the mcle is reatiag npon somethiBg, it is bat jnst the i^phew 
ahoald be xeating upon something also; so the designer Jms placed imd^ 
neath him a liery fnghtful creeping animal, probably a dragon or. hydrn 
of anarchy. It is really a significant Sum, that the ealogists of the 
present atate of things, when they wish to desccibe with ^[ect the 
dangers from which we have so nanaowly escaped, are obl^ed to hava 
BBeenxse to fable, and to personify the penl in the form of a creature 
w^bkh never exiated. I propose instead of the hydra, the Igaanaodon of 
anan^hy. We have a certain scrt of proof that this animal pxodoctioB 
did really flooriah in a remote antiquity. Bat ia proceed. Hie Jbydra.ia 
fig^readout upon a map of the world, and is uprooting Fxance with, his 
anont, while he is ravi^ing Italy with his left paw. In the fQr^;roQn4 
Oirerwhelmed with spasmodic joy, is a lady holding a cross. This lady i% 
peihapsy Joaephine, or BeHgion, or Hortense, or Faith, or MnuHowardyOr 
Virtue ; in fact, it might be anybody. All around are the faces of de^g^bded 
loohera-on, among which I tbdnk I recognise thoae of GuerquDi^e and 
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lilt; V«]?oA. Q:^ soeopA tboogkts, instead oi tiie %iiaiutod0n,.ai^ jnstnotr 
f»(^»aed»I would suggest the lotl&yDsaiiciifl fxl^ aoaffcky. Tha ^oxd is 
JlmgeE^viid mU be ioiiiid jskw& imposiag and snj^latim. 

'A ilafllhem o&vi^Miper in«ati(m» as wiictliy of ;Keinaikr that .aaiaee tin 
fMinige of tbe Pieaideat iJaioaglL Sit. JesA df A]»gel|r« iMt a siz^gle crima 
«r;<ift^iMe Juifi teen coBuaitted in .tbat' ocHnmuoe I Hke - editor attsibates 
-£bi8.i«ct to tkegjeneval .mrJltfiflfttiqa ckf' ^u^hmstrnji ilie citiy#ni^ pxodocad 
l)y.^ereceivtjcesea<tt«fikfikSaiF«8eigiL^ lei^lwwefMiBk dee|^ iototheb 
heaoHLB, anda^efteroiiiiatioii.te' xiaproviewas esUblurbedin tluiir 'boscoiuu 
^e^BEaot- of liie Pseaideiit's ^Btrflnoe into Beum was eKaeUf tbeoceiwffw 
— ^&ir oa tibat very sd^tra doae wid(»r *w«a .robfaad of keir rlittle sJUl, 
8Sd a man was tkBown dato tke Seine. 6f eanifio, wojoe bovad.to beUetra 
Haai titeae two cratisiigiss ^foe ««i|;gea(ied by tbetxetann of lus Highness to 
tfce*ea|ittaL It is well Joiown, ako, tbatiakidy ww poisoxbed bj.u nrask* 
DOonty at stbo yer)r monent liiat the President was passing under tha 
^beierlitz Acsk <ii Triumph. By the some Jk^ic, the Pzince is. xcapon- 
Iftis JcHT tbis Qakuni^. 

' 'I sawy yesterday, two .poUoemeneacoffting & feUowHcitssen to tbo offioa 
af Ibe Biatriet Commisscury.. He was sbunitiAg Vine VJKn^reur, lustily* 
Kerrer having beard be^Hreof a man being axvested £ox this oSejoce^ I 
loSowed a few steps in order to discover some likely cause of capture, 
l^found that be was inebriated. But considering tbe patriotic shouts he 
uttered during his passage to the earp* da garde, I imagine that bis 
seiitence will be slight, and that the Commissary will bring ia a verdict 
of " toaik,^tb c gAtt B i n thig rinmastgnaea,'' 

: 'SkexmBdA craideatiy intBrferiqg topwaiah iiie mieniifisof the Pseeidfint. 
'Fbe journals have of late discovered &ai when a man outrages the 
dignity of Louia Napoleon's position, a special providence at once 
sie^ in and inflicts summary justice. Thus a man was returning 
iumie £x»n a wine-shop, where be had imbibed disbyalty with his 
drii^ ; he shouted irre^^rent treason, and straightway was caught by a 
land-slide, and whirled a£su: off into a -distant valley. A man and his 
wife were chaidestinely making gunpowder in ts. field, when an etrront 
spack set it on fire and seorched them wofully. If they were thus 
ttaaiufacturing powdOT with which to attempt the life of the President, 
-fibds Divine interventian was undoubtedly just and proper j but if thej 
weie only seekiag to cheajfc the customnhouse and defraud the -govern'* 
most monopEdy, it-was unnecessarily severe. The prosecuting attorney 
means to have a hand in the business, however. The special previdenoe 
WO0.n»tsafficie|ij%' ei^cii; iom the journal of the locality announces 
that when the scorched contrabandists shall have recovered faom. theii; 
ponnda, they wiU be arrested iknd tried. 
In the City of Orleans there is an ogpen commonr <gfi^^(^(Place dn 
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Martroiy wbioh ii^tumiially the loene of transat^tions not tmliko iSbbafMhk 
■LftTe marketg of Constantinople. Seinnts aie engaged in the ^fSfy^4^ 
the spaoe of one year, and the 2nd of Koyember,— or tiie day flA^4Ui^ 
Saints'-dajy-^s the period fixed for the general renewaL Barbf MWi 
morning, the place is enonmbered with helps of every age and 4^ ^fBMF 
sex; diej are ranged with some eye to assortment, so that the cMja fe ^irf 
in search of a ehamber*maid may be directed at once to that diviii&i^ifii 
the market Gentlemen hard to please make all applicants i^dnbW 
tiieir clotibing as &r as decency permits — that they may eoo^i^iii^ 
IhemselYes that they are sound in body and Umb. The bttrg|iffil-% 
dinched by the present from the master of two sons— and this snitf lilft 
once uiTested in the purchase of roasted chestnnts. The origin ftf^ttH 
custom is nowhere stated ; bnt I presmne that, like all othnr FreMeK 
traditions, of which the canse has been forgotten, it has desoendcfl 4i? 
oor tunes direct from Charlemagne. The Journal du ZoU'^iS^^^ 
speaking of the maiket jnst dosed, says that ''coachmen and gtMs&^ 
were in good demand, and as the supply was limited, wages Bdn^imsi 
oonsiderably. Ladies'-maids were active, bnt cooks were heavy, '^dirt- 
door laborers held their own; Women<of-all-work were but little asWtl 
for, and as the day advanced conld be had at a bargain/' •?//)<>£& 

CHAPTEB LXXI. ' "^'^ 

*:•:• iibff 

JEBOME CONTDnrES MOBOSE— THE BISHOPS DISTRIBUTE TOTBS^^^lfltr, 

WOMEN, AmO BAMBOOS— THE PRESIDENT GOBS HUNTIKG~*<TaE immfi: 

POTBNGE OF THE GOVERNMENT. .-. qinij 

November 15th, IgRt'^^i'^ 

The affiiir known as the Jerome-Senatos-Consultum mystificsfic^* 

promises to end as I suggested in my last. The Westphalian^ wifi'ie' 

appeased by either money, place, or title, and perhaps by iSl'^ibS^' 

togetlier. It is probable, indeed, that there is not at present existing^ 

8i]d£ciently exalted position, and that some new sinecure will bave to "be* 

invented for the man who has been the brother, and is now the tincle'^ 

an Emperor. In the mean time, he has definitely retired from fb^ 

Senate, and has caused the inscription, President du Senat, to %e^ 

removed from his box at the Opera. He has, however, withdravmy If 

he ever offered, his resignation as Governor of the LiYalides. Dnrnig^ 

the week he has been restored to the bosom of his fiunily of cripples, he 

has managed to make himself more unpopular than erer. The vefotscnS' 

seem additionally sour and morose, since his return. 

The prefects and mayors are working vigorously to rouse ihe electoni 

to a proper sense of the duty which they are called upon to perlbtm 
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l^g^S^UxOAj. Fkhh tlie efforts made, I OlovHA judge that tie prospect 
f^a-^yy and entliiisiastic vote is not flattering. AU the departmental 
Ifffr^^s fij&m big to little are getting up manifests and circulars, and 
Hipj^^i^ t^remendous editions of them for gratuitous circulation. The 
i^qpitdim papers evffli are required to insert them. In Paris, a step is to 
lf$4»is»u which, indicates anxiety for the result. The yoting certificates 
fRofe-^«^ but cards indicating that the holder is a legal Toter,) are to 
^ jiieat under enyelope to each voter, instead of obliging the voter to 
CfP^rfinr it himself, some days before. It is hoped that as the trouble of 
W^img. in a Oui is thus considerably lessened, the attendance will be 
lf|rger« The tickets are to be sent through the post, and I presume will 
^ftfpr^aid. I should hardly have thought that Sunday would have 
b^ffc'^os^^ for the day of tiie vote, after the recent position taken by 
^ l|(«rfKnmeat in behalf of a better observance of the Sabbath. Self- 
SSBspiTT^tlon, doubtless, required this sacrifice of principle. The diffbrence 
iftililieLVote if taken upon Sunday and Monday, and upon Monday and 
llMda^ would not be &r from a million. 

.:lSl>e clergy throughout the country are very active in behalf of the 

]|Mli«piteu The Bishop of Rennes orders all the cur^s and priests of his 

diocese to vote themselves, and to do the best they can among their 

parishioners to make them do likewise. He concludes by saying, " invoke 

my authority for what you do, and reetd this letter in your churches after 

high mass ! You will receive with this printed voting tickets, which you 

win cause to be distributed to the fidthfol ! ^ There's a bishop for you ! 

.'^^he government of France, which is omnipresent, caused an *' experi- 

nK0Btid gaxden" to be founded, in 1851, at Biskara, in Algiers, for the 

purpose of naturalizing in that country such of the more valuable pro- 

ductiqpisof tropical climates which are not indigenous in the north of 

Aj^ca* The institution was placed under the protection of the Minister 

at.WaTyand a pupil of the Garden of Plants was sent out to direct it. 

Vctry satis&ctory accounts have been received of its success. Twelve 

months have hardly passed, but it has been ascertained that the raising 

of exotic plants is perfectly practicable there. The sugar-cane, the 

- osffee-pUnt, the cotton-plant, the indigo-plant, the bamboo, the caout- 

c^cmci the fig-tree, have all taken gratefuUy to the soil, and are in a 

siost thriving state. Other plants were tried later, with the same 

siccesB — Chinese hemp, several American frait-trees, the poppy, the 

nu^rtard-plant, the nopal or cochineal-tree, and the safi&on. The natives, 

seeing thisi new style of cultivation, applied to the garden for seeds, 

roptsi etc., and set about sowing and planting them in the oases, which are 

already beginning to yield their valuable productions. The garden will 

be a sort ^ model farm, for pupils chosen from each tribe are to be 

adndtted and instructed in ^e mysteries of European) d^A^ Asiatic 



8g8 y^ffvy^yig^ sketoies ik fabis 



igrimltTi'^ Tim wU weUQA tb^ expamoBotauie to he, cojk^^ 
a mneh laxg«r flcak. 

The goTOnuaant, aot irkliing to coDfine its iiiTflddgtdaDe:ia the ^Mg«^ 
taUe kiagdomr luia» of iate, tnttgpeolod: oau^ spedmonficf Utefanounc 
isoe to T^ ^TnhflMft, in anotinr. poidob «f Jdgvcia.. TFlidte; Aa mm 
andwomea wiUaaiffediljf £Digalrtluiir««tif9iaBd,aiidati^^ 
thoniel^ea to a.ii0W«Qii vb^a lusm \MmaiB niimhmKtami -uAi^^pwpff^, 
pom^ina to be leeo. 

Ifaaseeaid tliat.iiiagavariBiuntgflf'jaoiee wae-^HU^ Inugr 

add^ that by sMans of ite apUisai of eentealiaation/ dudi the matbar 
andub^oityaf ita paUoe^andpaid d^eadiati) it is 4i]fl0 little lesffiikaB 
omxusaientaiui emfispoteot. Xony betoe iibe tkne ofLoilis X£VW wbv 
^ ^jpt\«oiij *^Iam th£. StaU^" thi9 gfMwnunMi* of Fraaoe had.«baadMir 
<dl political powec He only cat deepevin. ibe vatUtiatiDmni Ao ^oamk 
try the groovvs of aathoritj*. For tiinee eeatarieib. the en^ue; S'tmc^ 
■odoiL baa been but one gvoat fimnly of ehildreD, to wJddi the.^roneni 
ment — monarchical, republican,^ or imperial'— ^aastaedin iSie xtikJiaguibk 
paoeaL There is no plaoe ao remate^. no tzaaaaetiea so. tnbm^r but.^ 
goTonuaent is thei» to. lygfikte it linet only oaatn^< anmieai tuioaig 
triiMiTniTfl^ legislatiufist but roads,. 8choois» chavehei^ aaadiets,* thffa4yiii| 
8id&.wB2k8, thiBxmgbfinsB, dooss^ win&kwa^ physie— a^daJl tiiia iauAonMI 
y^fi The ▼erae in ** LaMarseillaiaft/ dedariag that gyrwniwnRt. " aadpi 
and Tieoda the light and aio,'' is no h^Fperbok.. You eumot ^v^s 
backet of salt-water on the shore ofUke Bey of Bisoay or Galf of Imh^ 
but with Hie consent of government.. And thaaJias.bee&< the traMiiag^ 
France fior agea. At aU taae% toe* the <dii]ZiQh haa stood ready to iflrlafn 
thaactcf gofveouaent aa the aot ef God, especially when that gieve^ 
seat was despotic. Ib it not easy to pesoeiifse Ihet, the- HTTtirnmNwr 
tionofFsance^by meaaaof its aetnal power and the influmsce qtl tiM 
aDthfidty wtuehiB deriFodirQin lo^it and trnditien, is lktlerlQ8ac,1Jhm 
omaipotent, omnisaient^ and. aranipi»aeni«.iai seei^eet to. thi».«uaft4)f. tilfa 
Fsanch nation? How easy it. is, t&ea« to wheedls^ aaAaae, -^odi vmnag^ 
smh a pa(^.while holding the seins la. yenz baads^ etfywially .if jtia 
can. muade the pnes8| abolish thn tribanei. sitanoe discaaaion^iiiteiiel 
assembly, and oheck the entice indoence q£ the thinking and enl%])tmcA 
portion of the comnumity. How sim]^ and haw. certain iBitheiopnar 
tioa of Louis ^apoleoa!s -intern— -ior a timet 

The President aaams te be anaions- to proves that besides hfs'jqpgan 
aecompIiBhed Hick Toxpiu^ he is also> a. Tesy respectable EofaiBL "Tfradi 
He celebrated last Sahbatii by a hnnt in. the foieat of Fontaiaeblaa^ 
The chase lasted three houxa, and resoUed in theoonqaeat.af a.€Qiqgla<«f 
deer* Thirty gentlemen and ninety dogs were let loose upon the nalon 
tanate animals. The Pays says that the Prasideat m^il^ ^ the dBa% 
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ftom which I infer that he mtist hove lagged befatnil. The himterB ^ 
all dressed in green frocks, trimmed -with gold, with red wftisteeatB a&di. 
li^ts. Achillb Fcnid, and a sdeclr party (pow horsemen prohably), 
irmt gtmning on fbot, in anofiier part of Ae forest. Tkey Inoaght' 
home, as nearly as I can learn, one artolan,.two partiidges^ Utiiee Si^^aohs^ 
snd sometiiing like a cfhewink. 



CHAPTER LXXII. 



A SINGULAB DECREE. 

NoTember 25tJh, 1852. 
LoTTis Napoleon's usual fortune in being blessed with good weatherj 
deserted him upon the occasion of the imperial plebiscite. It rained 
both Smiday and Monday almost without cessation, but if the retnrns 
may be believed, the zeal of the voteis was greatly stimulated thereby. 
Ihat of the <aty authorities never reached so extraordinary a pitch 
before. It may be designated as a blind and indiscriminate zeal, for 
Ijtgnself received fr^om the mayor's office in m^ ward a voting ticket, 
itffth. the usual eagle, rays of the rising suUj cocked hat, etc., forming a 
flbot cf halo, or Aurora BoreaHs around Hie impressive word; Our. I 
have already stated that, contrary to ihe usual custom, which is to 
feft the voters come themselves to the Mairies to get their certifl- 
cftteB of possessing the right to vote, the government sent them to the 
Sectors, through the post. There were plenty of tickets bearing the 
woord Out distributed at the polls, but there were no Toon's, Those who 
did not vote on Sunday, received, at. nine o'dock the next morning, notes 
from the mayors tiius couched : — 

*'Sir, — ^Not having voted yesterday, you are informed tiiat you can 
have an opportunity of doing so to-day. 

"FRtTTTm, Mayor." 

In each of these missives, a Oui was enclosed. At four o^clock on the 
second day, that is at nightfall, when the voting was over, and the san 
was setting, a few printed No's made their appearance, and were offered 
by the same men who had previously been colportibg Oui's. This was 
a manoeuvre of the government, to give an air of fairness to the pro^ 
ceeding. In Paris the absence of printed No's is a matter of less 
consequence, for everybody can write : but in the coxmtry, the majority 
of the sovoreigns cannot write. There is never any paper at hand, and 
anybody seen to tear a. fly-leaf from a book or a margin from a news- 
paper, becomes at once an object of jealousy or distrust. Ftcod: my own 
observation, and from what I hear, I am led to believe that the election 
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that hfti jvst taken place, lias been conducted upon the same system of 
prearare, intimidation, and wheedle, aa that of last December. It is certida 
that in Paris an even greater effort was made to impel or compel Totefs 
. to the polls; and in the departments, the prefects and the priests have beqii 
equally ridionlons and unscmpnlons in their modes of propagandismu 

I see no reason to siq»po8e that the vote of 1852 is any nvore 
enlightened, nninfioenoed, or sincere than that of 1851. As for ihe 
reported Tote of Paris, I cannot conceal my aatonishment. That the 
gOYemment should hare the face to repcnrt such a vote — one-thisd 
of the population of the city — in the face of so meagre a demonstratio^i^. 
argues unfiiiling audacity, unflinching purpose, and continued aptitnda 
lor multiplying by ten. 

It is useless to accumulate instances of the absurdity of the couutiy 
authorities, generally, upon the occasion. Here is one, howeyer, froaa 
prefect, wortii reading : — 

'*ProTidence, too, desiring that the right which it laid upon t^pm. 
Napoleon be rendered more and more manifest, is sending ua ix£ 
autumn weather, to secure us abundance next spring !" 

Then a Southern prefect writes as follows, against all established^ 
precedents: — .\^ 

''Several old men and bed-ridden citizens having expressed a Uriitf 
concern at being prevented from participating in the grand national B^ 
of the 21st of November, the mayors are instructed to transport tjSa. 
ballot-box to the hospitals and infirmaries." 
I need not say that this is against the law. 

The Mayor of Amboise authorised Abd-el-Kader and all his Arab 
suite to vote in fiivor of the French ''Sultan," as the Emir calls Loi|is. 
Napoleon* 

Other mayors annoimced that electors, whose identity was known and 
acknowledge, would be permitted to vote, without cards of citizenship 
— another open violation of the electoral laws. 

Some time ago, the prefects borrowed from the President the usage of 
the communiqttSy and sent communicated notes every other day to the a 
organ of publicity in their respective towns. But the prefect of the HAnt»> 
Quronne has just set the example of adopting the "decree," in a matter 
involving the treasury of the department. As this is the first instance 
of the kind, I give the decree in some detail : — 

DECBEE. 

"The prefect, etc. 

" Considering that it is well to transmit to posterity, upon imperishahfe 
monuments, the acts of God which are to be accomplished in France by 
the ministry of the people, in the year of Grace, 1852 : 

"Considering that among the nations of an^quity^ji^,l^e custom j 
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A'ea^re upon bronze and marble all memorable iacis likely to interest 
. lflj*wty * 
'''Cbnjddering that the re-establishment of the French Empire is 
jfuong tbe events likelj to exercise a most powerful influence, for the 
px^sent and liie future, and upon universal society : ' 

'^'Beckees : 

*^'Act 1. The result of the rote of the department, canton by canton^ 
cottfoitiae by commune, will be engraved upon bronze. 

'''Act 2. The result of the vote of each commune will be engraved 
vpSaA marble. 

^"'Act 8. The bronze and marble^wiU bear the date of the first day of 
the re%n of His Majesty the Emperor, Napoleon III. 

^ Abt 4. The expenses of the departmental bronze will be paid out of 
ilte^fhnds of the department. 

<' A^t 5. The expenses of the communal marble will be paid out of the 
nlffi^pal ftmds. 
'^^Tdulouse, Nov. 15. " Chapuis Montlaville." 

This you will understand is Mr. MontlaviUe's manner of paying his 
oo^tftrto the Emperor, of beseeching to be kept in office, and of receiving 
an increase of salary, as becometh an imperial prefect. Other officials 
cfiw6e ££fbrent methods ; one paraphrases the Lord's prayer, substitut- 
i^^^tef name of Napoleon for that of the Deity : some quote Kacine, others 
Si^Won ; the greater part are absurd, and all are proMe. This last is 
original, and the man who decrees that the vote of the Haute-Garonne 
fih|dl be engraved in bronze for the benefit of posterity and the edification 
of %istoiy, ought himself to be assigned a conspicuous place in aomt 
slbiiument of brass. It is reported that this prefect is to be at once 
dismissed, as being altogether incompetent.* 
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HOCUS-POCUS ON A LABGE SCALE— EVEETBODY GOES CEAZT— IMPERIAL 
LATIN— BENEVOLENCE OVEEDONE. 

Novembtr 29th, 1852. 
The wbole affirmative vote will exceed seven millions — ^the figure which 
the citizens had supposed would be, and which the government had 
resolved should be, reached. I do not suppose you attadi importance 

* M. Chapxiu Montlayille was removed from his Prefecture early in Mareh, 
1803. To console him for his disgrace, he was admitted Into the Senate I Vids 
letter of March 7tlx, 1858. Digitized by ^^OOgie 
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enoogii to these eolnzms' of adHRloni ts vaikff it wsn&BXfji to auititula 
a comparison between this and any preyious vote. The sum total ahowm 
cfieaiiy emmgh tiiat t&e Yeas hove mereased and tfteNafs dioaiiiriie^^ 
thst ahstcauion has 1)cen io. some meassie' conqti ope d^ and tJiat oppoai-'. 
tion has lost much of it9 intensity. The%i]r6ff8h0?rtldsy.Iaa7-; asfe 
the figures themselves, let ns suppose they are honestly ir.] ii ir t t'd » and 
represent' the* escact nnmtarof nude cxtiBeiis, aged 21^ whaavailfd. them- 
selves of the last cbmiee to use tie eXeeteral privilege^ It is. ahmpa 
more agreeable to belveve tfiat a matter of bosineBB baa boen hgnamhly 
transacted, than that it has been effected by fraud. For oncc^. IhecelM^ 
r am- ready to do myself gentle violenccj and to aoeept the MoaHewr 
entire. The weather throughout I^^aiiiee was snc^ that a^ d»g: iraaid 
hardly stir from his kemiei jand ft* iS| 13ier^S)rej a stemerj^poof of ltdcto^ 
mination to be convinced, if we offer no objecti6a't»iilieretaims^.aee«dim, 
to which almost as many Firendimen voted as last Deoember, wchen. tibe 
weather was fine. In Paris, the rain kept nearly every bod^ athnBt^ 
therefbre, when we read that more Yeas were cast than last ycacr,. whea 
the sides were fidr, we must suppose that the zeal of the* eitiaeiia was 
stimulated by the wind, nnxd, and xain. I onee saw in a dbemii^s 
laboratory, a mimic volcana set on fire by the end of am bbicIk. 'Wli^ 
should not the* ardor of the ParisianB be evoked by » cold appiiiatioa? 

We must believe the report is sineerei or we must look npoiL tifi 
oommg Empire as mere political hocus-poeus ^ and ikea we hasee aa 
light to do. ILouis Napolieon's' character, of course, feibids it; the hii^ 
stancGng of the men he has called around him ; the famSkits allowed, 
to the opposition to print, speak, and vote against the Empoxe; th^ 
fiaLct that every body is sure there i» no fbol play ammigst the baUiit' 
boxes during the night that interv^eff between the twa voting daya; 
and the perfect fairness and impartiality with which the whole cam- 
paign has been conducted from the 2nd of last December to the 2nd of this, 
forbid the supposition that this government would condescend to trickery 
or irregularity to attain its ends — or the suapioioii that it could, even if 
it would. As long as there are people who believe in ghosts, Lola 
Montes, death-watches, and Father Miller, it surely will be allowable 
to assume that Louis Napoleon is too honorable to prevaricate, too honest 
to cheat; Umi hifl' psefbcts cannot be bribed, his ballot-boxes cannot be , 
tampered withi 

I coUeot from. vaxioRis* sources a number of the more interesting eke- | 
tonal i&cide&ta produAed by the vote for the Empire. I have said that 
all persons who did not vote upon the first day received next mommf " 
offidal notice that they could still do so up to six o'clock. A gentleman 
a^ Bijonv lenderedfiirioiia fay what he coosidan this gratuitous insnUr 
thus writes to the Spectateur of that town : — 

Digitized by VjOOy It: 

1 



TEICOLORED SKETCHESf IW PARIS. 24^ 

* I knew, like evcay body eke, Ifort on the22iid of November the 
caaatry 'was yoting £» of against tiiie-Enigae. 

'^^fcoew laiatroa Moa&rjrat sis o^clibck tkapsUswonMbe cloBed. 

^Bvt I cBd net suppose tkst any bod^ would talte it upon; himself to 
remind me of my duties and my privileges. 

'*lxtbtma/&en. m sometiiBes uselol, sometinieB it w sapvrflnoQS. 

** "Why was tMa setSScationi sent te^ me>^' ' M. Lanriep is in&noad that 
not liaving vgiM yesterday; h& con stiQ do- so to-day up to* sanset.' 

" If this was to jog my memory, it was useless, for of course I oouM 
not forget or be ignorant of what waB^ptsfliag; 

•* If it was a solicitation ia fitvor of the Empire, it was an insult to 
the government, an outrage upon my liberty; 

"If it was meant to say, * I know you,' I reply that I have nothing to 
conceal from those who wish to know mo, 

*« I did not vote, bec«ue I £d not wicA to votet." ^-Lawrixr." 

'When tiifi man dies,^ the pope- will pro&ably excommozncate kirn, and 
h6 win be boeied m unhallowed gnmHd^ 

A vote was f&iu^in the box at Mebm thus: coneeived : — 

'^StCamsi omnes, effo I^9n\,**' 

The mayor, if he did not imderstand the dead kngaages, dodbtless 
cfluate^ tlds asr a Ouu 

Tkensoal number of ceiitenaiians were wheeled is sick cbacrs to the 
ydStlSf and the cufitomsry stories of bed-ridden gentlemeen suddenly 
sa^tten witjs a desire to serve their ewmi tf y are told l^ the Pen^ and 
Pb^rww At St. Etiemre, aeeordihg to the latter autherity, the- workmen 
voted wit3s: teaw in tiieir eyes — ^ tears of happiness and hope." 

It rained eontinually, as I have said, at Pari& durmg the vote. Fat 
the goFTemment, whi<^ is never diseouraged, seat the following tele- 
graphic message to the departments : — * 

" The operations of the poll& are favored by a smiHng sky, and the 
diMtors have never displayed such eagerness to proSt by^ ^eir privi- 
leges" 

At Ferigueux, alter the aoneuiBBement of the result, the people had a 
tcnrehlight procesi^)on, wit^* the mayor, the priest, and the bust of Louis 
Napoleon at their head. The two former sang the Te Deum, while the 
latter maintained a marble silence. 

The Pays clMPonieles the important jGwt that the Duke of — -— voted 
Out; the significance of this event can hardly be overrated. I can also 
take it upcm myself to stete that Count de voted No. 

A country mayor,' in a sfpeech aftw the election, mentioned the sudden 
wm of the Seise as a proof that nature was with the Emperor, and testi- 
fied ifc&jex ^ causing the waters of the river to swell and jubilate with 
an overflow °'^' '^^' by ^(^ogie 

B 2 
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In La Vendue, the peasants, rendered delirious with joy, took a hand- 
ful of affirmative rotes, set them on fire with a hnming>glass, concr-- 
trating the rays of the siin, collected the ashes, put them into a jrij of 
wine, mixed them up, poured the mixture into glasses, and dr&nt It 
with great emotion. 

An ode of some tSty lines, written upon the death of the BepublSc, 
was sent bordered in black, and with urn and cypress, to the principd^ 
political personages in Paris. One allusion, and perhaps only one, 
was good: — 

** L'indlTisible dtoyenue 
Qui ne deyait jamais p^iir, 
N'a pu supporter sans mourir, 
L'operation c^sarienne." 

As this has been published by the imperial journals, we may suppose 
that they are pleased with it. But I should hardly have ima^^ed $bai 
a Bonapartist would acknowledge that the Emperor owes his birfhto 
the performance of that cruel and slashing operation which saves 1^ 
child but generally kills the mother. I did not expect to hear Qi& 
massacre of the Boulevard Poissonnidre treated with so much, histoid 
truth in Napoleonic verse. 

The Legislative Body, which is now engaged in receiving from the 
various departments the official returns, will conclude their labors on 
Wednesday, the 1st of December, and go in a body to St Cloud that 
same evening, to acquaint the President with the result. The next day, 
the great anniversary, Lotds Napoleon will ride into Paris on hoxseiiiMlk, 
the army lining the entire route as usual ; the Legislature, the Sesiate, 
and Council of State, will await him at the Tuileries, in the SaU^ des 
Mar^chaux, where a throne more gorgeous than any other has already 
been constructed. The Empire wiU be inaugurated by a speech, in wiiidi 
we are promised another protestation of pacific intentions. The iiew 
rSgime will have been already opened, by sundry decrees of clemea^, 
in the Moniteur of the morning. The city will illuminate — the puliic 
buildings certainly, the private dwellings perhaps ; but the municipality 
of Paris have determined to divert a portion of the ftinds, voted Ibv ^ 
r^oidngs of the occasion, to certain charitable purposes. The foBowfiig 
notice, pdsted in profusion, will show you in what manner : — 

1st. The mayor will distribute, on the 2nd of December, suppfiedof 
clothing to the children who attend the public infiint schools. 

2nd. All blankets and mattrasses pawned at the Mont de Pi€t§ up 
to the 26th of November, may be withdrawn gratuitously. 

3d. Parents who have confided their children to the Society of Nm t CB 
will be acquitted of half the sums due by them to that estebHdukttet 
on the 26th of November. Digitized by ^^oogie 
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^ -g^Qod story is told in reference to the 2nd article. It was first 
Pl^^sed with the date " 2nd of December/' and the news escaped from 
t!^ J&otel de Yille into the streets. It was eyident, therefore, that 
according to the wording of the decree, all blankets and mattrasses 
pledged at the pawnbroker's during the week yet to come would be 
x«8tored on the following Thursday for nothing. Everybody that had 
la blanket prepared to do without it for a time ; and mattrasses com- 
in^nced flowing in a steady stream toward the nearest Poor Man's 
Friend. The whole Faubourg St. Antoine began to take up its bed and 
walk. But notice of their proceedings was speedily conveyed to the 
Palace of the City Fathers. The date was erased, and an earlier one 
substituted ; according to the new reading, the privilege of a gratuitous 
redemption was only extended to such bedding material as had been 
already mortgaged. The municipal council had nearly committed a 
costly blunder. 

The departmental press has been suffering severely of late. L'Eman- 
dpateur de Cambrai was seized on Monday, warned on Tuesday, and 
suspended on Wednesday — ^a fate very much like that of the gentleman 
who was married on Thursday, took to his bed on Friday, died on 
Saturday, and was buried on Sunday. 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 



THE EMPIRE AT LAST— OOIKG TO SEA ON THE SEINE— HENBY Y. AND 
THE FOUNDLINGS— THE STATUE OF THE REPUBLIC IS «* CARTED OFP"— 
' THE THEATRES CHANGE THEIR NAMES— EFFULGENT COTTON DUCK. 

December 2nd, 1852. 

,The Oorpt. ZeffiakUif conchided. the operation of regulating the vote of 
the nati(m yesterday — and, in accordance with its determination, went in 
a body to St. Cloud at eight o'clock in the evening, to acquaint the 
President, with the result The whole ajQ&rmative vote of continental 

' France amounts to 7,814,189. A portion of the civil vote of Algeria 

, 904 that of the army of Rome remain to be received. The nays and 
blank votes number 340,000. The Senate joined the Legislature, and 
bolih bodies were escorted to St. Cloud, in grand costimie, by strong 
detachments of cavalry. The members had not forgotten the remarks 
niade upon the shabby style of their cab display on a similar previous 
occasion, when several public carriages, at 22 sous the course, were seen 
in the Hne. Their equipages this time were a little more befitting the 

. circumstance. 

M. Billault, the president of the Legislature, announced the result of 

^ ° Digitized by ^^OOgie 



946 TKXCOLCntEID fiSSSTCHSB IK 'PjOOB. 

itsk^KininaspeebhsosabniissiTeastoljeimdignM The 'fimk i^b»- 
piesidcut of tlie Beaate followed in an addieGBs of c(mgratidartiaii,'ni. 
then the Emperor replied. HIb speedi was isCfaer TetroBpecfivB tilHi 
antioipatoiy. It is not wliat the French cal a programme — Ai tneffine 
of poliqf, or the plan of a campaign. 

The Maniteur of this morning contdna sevexal important ^eczua.. IK. 
Amaod, Ifinister of War, Magnan, commander of ^e army dft^mpM, 
and de GasteHane, commander of the army of Lyons, are made ]&fot8hab 
of Fianoe. All imprisoned editors are to be set at liberty, all ** w a r nlqgt^ 
incniied by the newspapers are taken off, and ^eneraQy all dffeniSES m 
matiere depvBsse aie pardoned. The decrees arelieaded — 

Hapoleon, 

By the ^race of God and the national win,lBmperor o!f fhe Frem^ Id 
all present and to come, greeting. 

The Tom-bell of Notre Dame is ringing in the new r^gime^ nnd "we 
shall .stec^ to-night nnder an Empire. This time, the levdltdicm is a 
peaod^ one, and Lonis Kapoleon grasps a bloodless sceptre. 

On the nth of last Deoeml)er, the President signed a decree Cbr fte 
execution of the OLrcular Railway round Paris. Since then, the woois 
have progressed, and the first section, comprising the distance 'between 
BatignoUes and La Chapelle— thee and a half miles about— is soon to be 
inaugurated. The principal utility of this road is in the shifting of freight 
from one line entering tJie city to another, without the necessity of con- 
veying it on trucks through the streets from station to station. It is too fat 
out of town, JuwirvBr, to beof much use to passengess. To soohas tcavel 
npon it, Ihe £■« wiUbe but one jsou^^mile. By tUs aoad^flfu maigr nei^lie 
19011 the CBrcamffeientteof Paris.; and by ihe SBiall fteam-hciatB mbb ts 
commence nmning upon the Seine, you may travel up and down flie 
diameter. Their rate of fare will be somewhat on a pax with that of the 
Brooklyn feny^boete, whieh ^RdUlTide y«u book .«nd ^bvtk «11 dw^teidi 
cent, lltree sous from Beipcy to Passy, at the two exteenitiflB «f Urn 
barriers, and six fKms from Ohoisy-le-Boi to ABDi^e6---both twe or tiaon 
miles outside of the oitter waUs— «re to be tfliB xeosanable lotkm «f 
tmnsportw 

I am very much 'afirald tiiat the fint tripB of tliese bsats ^vnH fc 
attended wiib frequent ffisagters. If I were a '^pper, I ^mdBttmmmm 
attempt to navigate the Kaelsferom as the Seine «t the Font 9ian^ aai 
would be glad, indeed, to ezeiia&ge the narrow pEMs lietweem the IMamd 
and the Main Land for SeH-Gate and Poiirfc S^dlth. The Qwd d'dmy^ 
must change its name to Orsay's Sboals, and I kope ^SbB injunction, "ffe 
talking allowed to t3ie man at the wheel," will be 'strictly ei^croed, cr 
we might be hopelessly wrecked off the Champ de Mars, ar'onBeiiito 
collision with the end of five lEotel Dieu. "When Buch tKHadents do 
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f JumereiKt^^Is. Ghake wHH }» fovBdAta-joonTement diatftfuw. 
Qm. all the ma^ of fans are ^iindiy aasoyra ^ngrmj^ Dpon the riyery 
jHid ^pwotiif with iJu9 flteeam. The pikto mil ik» wsell to look out £>r 
ili»BB,.fQr thej^ leek misery jqhcIi like^oagfu .These oan be ju> ^Lense &r 
miming fiiol ef <tbem,ihow07er, £(xr iheyioie down i^khi iaU the ^sharts. 

i tfaeMyeather is thiek, the latitndetaBd longjitede idMuld iieiGlialked 
L a Jboasl, andinmg out apon the hatkrhftnaft-fif .tiie GaedfiflBiaisDta& ; 
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or if a ferry-boat should, a£bsr:Sie'esample of'tiffi^Le^ike, go oTeron the 
other side, it would run stn^ht into IHECT^m^ ^Bdssamoe-s book-store. 
The captain may hand round -the snufiT-boa: om^pBeaagAB iQ,Jiai de la 
Bap^ ; the flag should be placed at haiSmutA ^diSe ma. mgb± of the 
Bastille. The passengers may Ibe-f^frdbad^ ikB qBorning at ^ Point 
du Jour— Break of Day. Crackers and cheese and warm toddio* should 
be served at the Plaee dn Carrousel. It would be respectful to fire a 
salute on passing the Tuileries, but His Majesty might think a cannon- 
Bhot e^rery quarter of an hour would be annoying. A shrill whistle 
mOl do instead. Qeatlemen walking along the quays should be re- 
^gientod nyot'to eadoavaur to kei^ up with the boats, ajs raciitg wHl 
3ittt be tolerated. Indeed the utoioat csLDcumapection 97111 be used,./80 
that when disaster treally comes, the Coroner'j juxgr may xender.a 
eoBfloientioBS yerdict of ''No blame whatever can .be .ajbtached to the 
jdbmrer." 

The Count de -Chambord seems to think it incBmbent x^n him to 
''do the benevolent," from time to time, affcer the &8hion of Xouis 
Jfopoleon. JBot jiot having so long a « private purse/' er so indefinite 
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a credit upon any pnblic Amds that lie can laj hands upon, he is oU%ed 
to proceed cautiously, and make a hundred francs go a great way. 
However, he can console himself with the perusal of the history of Ihe 
widow's mite. The last donation of the Emperor was one of 200,000 
francs, to be devoted to the redemption of foundlings from the hos^tails 
of France. Forty francs are to be paid to the hospital for each daSA 
withdrawn, as an indemnity, and sixty are to be invested for the cbaA 
benefit, either in flannel or in the four-and-a-half s, as the parents mi^ 
judge best. One hundred francs, therefore, are to be spent upon eaA, 
in&nt reclaimed. Two hundred young men and women may in Qi$ 
way be restored to their families. 

Tou probably know the manner of entrusting the oflBspring that yon 
oannot provide for yourself to the tender care of the State. You tiJCe 




The Tomingr Box at the Foandlingr Hoepital. 

him wrapped in a towel to the establishment, in the Hue d'Enfer; you 
place him on the shelf of the dumb-waiter; you take care to steady him 
well in the middle, so that the turn may not scrape him. You then rio^ 
the bell ; the dumb-waiter, which is apparently not deaf, revolves upon 
a pivot; the in&nt goes in, while an empty ^elf comes out, ready to 
receive another burden of the same sort. The mother and father, if 
they have any hope or intention of one day redeeming their child, pin a 
name on the towel, by which it is known, and by which it may be sub- 
sequentiy distinguished from the rest. Five thousand in&nts are thtts 
annually confided to the State, in Paris alone. The decree of tbs 
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■^SPlij>eror is, of course, popular among tlw dass to be benefited by it, 

ytJbo do not trouble themselves to remember that it is the people's money 

. |ha|; he thus disposes of, in a view to obtain popularity for himselfl 

, y^ead the following passage from the Liberie of Lille, formerly a Re- 

^jgjfublican paper, now a conyinced and converted imperial organ. " The 

fjiSOTioLpality has caused the statue of the Republic, which obstructed the 

jppssage on the staircase of the City Hall, to be removed. . This mass of 

. j^liaster has been temporarily stowed in the building appropriated to the 

junxhives." So that the statue of the Republic " obstructs " the way. It 

is a " mass of plaster," is " stowed away,'' but is not to remain among the 

•"archives," as it is only "temporarily" placed there. I think Ire- 

^p^mber that when this statue was presented to the town of lille by the 

,!^|fpvisional Government, the Z«5er^e thought it an imposing work of art, 

and considered that it rather ornamented than obstructed the grand 

staircase of the City HalL But times have altered since then. 

The theatres that are subventioned by the government have changed 
their titles. After the Revolution of 1848, the Opera Comique erased 
the gilt letters composing the word "Royal" upon its £Ei.9ade — but it 
neither inserted the word " National," nor did it have the whole re- 
painted. The manager evidentiy thought the new rSgime ephemeral. 
He had no confidence in the Republic. He was eonvinced it could not 
last He expected a speedy reaction, a counter-revolution, and resolved 
to wait for the restoration. He seems to think the Empire destined to 
endure. The facade has been repainted, and the words Thecktre Impi" 
rial de POpSra Comique have been placed upon the side in mammoth 
block letter capitals. The artists are generally Bonapartists. It is 
natural they should be. They are now well paid. Their performances 
are well attended, and they receive costiy presents from imperial hands. 
But it is curious that no plays written for the occasion, no apropos, no 
spectacles adapted to the ciSxsnmstance, have yet been ofiered to the 
public The reason is, that the public woald not go to see them. In 
March and April of 1848, the pieces produced in celebration of the 
advent of the Republic were numerous and highly successful. No one 
here has forgotten the hundred nights of La Propriete^ t^est U Vol, 
which, though caustically burlesquing some of the absurdities of the 
Republic, did fuU justice to whatever was good in it. No one can forget 
%e fifty recitals of the " Marseillaise" at the Frangais by Rachel, nor 
can any one who heard them forget the transports of applause which 
Ifollowed the scene in " Le Chiffonier de Paris," in which Lemaitre picked 
'put of his basket of refuse a comer of an old throne and a remnant of 
fk crown. Nothing of this sort will welcome the restoration. It is 
true that cantatas in honor of the Empire have been composed and 
executed— but this was before packed houses, m gresg^^^|udience8 
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velected'fiir'tte porpose. Tbe Opera Camiqiie has gxveai a seosttdiper- 
SDnaaAoe titita ode iMftn •an vadievioe that had paid <£ar itsHBeats.; faatrl 
am Teiy sure lihat it mfHwBver do it agpani. 

You reuMBUiber flie imluoky outleipations alf a ccoxBipoBdeiitiQf the 
Monitemr, Who, ont^ ooconim «f <lthe Pveddeat^ fete ixmE, ismite ^fazal- 
fiast aneomrtB of Isimclm tksfc -wcte poatpoond <ia jacaomit tdf Hie 
^wesfiier, vid ctf dMnn^gcB of fiidrosks that -xLovariwBBt «ff. AJbpans 
paper hns biiety^ omaiiiittad a azmflar hlimdcr, oneiiHEt mU oflmi happ°" 
if 70a iDviM; write ymir report the n^t hetoe, ota ieagoK or tiroivieBi 
the scene (^ aotnn. 'fhojellitor mites «f iiie pniclanBlian of the rBia^K 
nt Ltvubi — 

'<'The«imatiiik moneirt •fdcsBoed 'iiie log, aod lliie aami^ Boiwr 
mies df tbe^fwldiein i^^Beetoduyriadsof ateisiof Bikar and gQld~T«ofl 
lihe^iltHStatae of the Virgin hegm to glitter -witii a 'hrnimm^mfikilgfwmt 
as if to show that the £apbe, whidi 3iadQ)een acoi^ted ^n leacfchyifaid 
ain'veeelTed the 'henedietioa of fieaiMSL" 

Another I^ens jonmal sets forth theimposifibiiEtf of this iMiniiimi^iw 
the «tatBe is covered with a iteary oloth, wthjeh ^nll sot he jmrnDveddfU 
the day of ite insagantioa. The editor has nerer before ihcsoad il»t jbhiek 
toweliiBg onteiial reiectB the jspfs of the>Bttn«-flnd fawremainedjall \m 
13k igneiant Of tiie hmrinnBB and teffin^ent zpropedacs lof eosmse ifloi^ 
•dock. 
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THE 8ENATUS-C0NSULTUM AND THE CROWN PROPEKrT— THE TU IUBKMB 
AND THE BOSTON STATE HCH7SE— A PKEFECTXEAtTUED-WTTH PEMiAB*— 
NEW-IEAB'B presents TO BE HAD AT A BARGAIN. 

iDeesnOwr 13liL, 18fi2. 
The Senaks^ConsMum isgidatbig the civil Hst of .tiM Boapeoer.flBd 
the dotatlen uf iiie crown has hsen published b^the Momteur. iEki% 
which was origiaedlypart of the 'C^mnitum aeyiesng tiie^ooiiBtitatiaB.]a 
, «n imperial «ense, has been detachfid.£oom dt,.aad pofalishttl/Qpuct. ilts 
pxzEKcipal provisions, are as followB 1 — 

The»ciYil list of the IBhoperor k Based &r the whole dssaiiaEi^af .fais 
rdgn, at ^6,000,000 francs a yeez. This waa the «i^tej^ of Lqiub XVL, 
Napoleoii I., Louis X^IIL, land OharlcB JL.j Xouis Philij^ Jiad.bat 
12,000,000. To those <who 'coosidBr that iiie saoi Jiamed is teo.iargi^,.the 
goremment papers^zoBal^s&eiaet, ihat ofwing tte i^ JftE zb the vaJne dT 
money, 2fij000,000 'dcaxot zepreaent now a greater «amaiint than did dgh- 
teen millions ihim £orty to aucty yeazs ago. 
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Am SEonial dotation dT a biMoq am^ a half, iko %e dhsMad 4u ilbe 
'ShnperarishE^'deci'ee, is 'setded upon ti® ftriDeeB and ^^nmcetaes iof ^tike 
Iflxpenad '^kaaSry—^Jvromie Bonajtorte «Bvd Jhis cTifldren, llc^oiean Sana* 
fncz^, and-^ie T^oess ffiathilde. 

*V%e fdmises^^McK %md ishe iEhnpanar to « lunpnlanfl proper tise q£ iihe 
yrojjtt 'ty thos ccn)£ded to tss dxav|^ taro ^swnf oitnnfeBt. 332e .sUte, 
ffclfiRnigli it fiillowB a vottt ^rtkoL of its xeal estufaeio be di¥arted&om 
•ftg pr f ui i e r v p use, uad fo go Vjr *tlie same «f jfiie ''^ pssperbf «f the OKMm," 
never forgets that it must one day return to itself, and fortifias it wztih 
vSl yoB^Sk legdL guarrantees. Thus, €» BDvaneiga nviu) eats tfehe ^deld 
tff -wood in the -state fiavesls, Be& let, snd xfrpropviates iihe money, 
xanxnc^ -order a eitt ^oitt of fiMeon,^or i^cai lasids tant i^et wonited ^saffi- 
t aeiJfl y fo the axe. ISe k. In '&.et, famnd by Iihe Jtode fonstftimi, m a 
mn^e "^infendaurt;* «f any pi^e lasufe ^vraaM be. SRie AiwiifMnAi >of .t^ 
enrwTt tsan ne¥er !ie nspoaaslble for any debts ihat tbe JEn^peror m^ 
ineixr, *w for way -pensions he may grant. 'Geneialij <the fdial hm w^^or 
fates T31*fi»'poBBeBra€Os of. lihe^row^ * 

'Yon remen^ser ^fhe miMtaiy mednl lastitiKfaed by iLoms iKapoleon, to 
%e ^faifl fer'ovit df the Orieams fond* Mb bm jast iaraevtod iuaatSasr, ^ 
%e psodToT'Vat'Gf any told that dffiBss. This s aaaedal of gold, mm^- 
is^ 199 ^laaMSs ^w&tiSk of metai, haaring Ifis Bfajesfy'^ effigy i|pan one 
fiiAe'cC It, «dd upon Hie fciQier tihoe jmnie of the mfinac <Gbie of these is 
grwn to each'flffidb4e^aaiBp,ixfficierd-oxdcmiiawH^'aEDd1to Imose- 

hoyBL geoBG^alfy, -^ eaaaUB tham to enter lat tail ftiiHAB aay plaoe of 
Dent, any y idflae liaflding or flnnn«mflnt^.«iid ' to ^flm immftdiatft 
L 4d «ny BC&BiKDily or .fitttte oeramfnaaL llns aaema to be a 
3wml of Ihe jang aHp«tem invented by AnroBBiraUUuuhid. The 
.feataiafte paasaniir of :the QaEphfa jmbies iaa^r levary door .qpen before 
him, at least so siEiys Scheherazade. 

'WliGn Wb Xtgesty ieawa Hsb TnilerieB, the S&g upon ihe rdome is 
lowered. 3%» sennB to ht a piagiariam Jnon Hie Baston State House. 
^J^ftm. the dnme'idlF idiat'Oapitol aae two fiaga-rone a ^ittLe to the right, 
ttai ot&er aOittfela theie& l¥lifin.bK>tli bamaBosave on^ both Honses 
«re^ se08iaa--narlaKn «itlmr as iwathdnuim, .the tfonaf^onding JUaembly 
%iBs aii^0iuned-^tast,j» it 'waa.fimB yaai&^^ 

A M. LansBot, 'said Id beieaneeBuad .ia •aomeietfaai^ or other in .the 
arrangement «f &e vDlanms of iSoob JPaj^s^jbaB publiidifid a worl^, entitled, 
^kknyefthediianByof iiHMi9Qsl>y^^ AoathraiL Departments." 
it JBni&deiipoftfae'daiiy.'SEpaiste paUiabadintfae i?ltxy«Qf tkepzogsess 
of his incipient Highness. The Prefect of the Incbe-et-Loixe has sent 
« circidar ta all his nndexlinga, impveasiYely adTising them to purchase 
ibm irahaibie osane iSrom the Paris press — "as not only filled with inter- 
<€»tnng episodes of this tiimm^almacoh, but with instructLye details imon 
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the loealities Tinted* Our departmenti" continues the prefect, "to 
whioh the august trareUer consecrated his last day, occupies a Isi^ 
■pace in the history of M. Lament. I cannot doubt, gentlemen, ^l^j 
by your exertions numerous subscriptions 'wiU be obtaLied and EMjl ' 
sales eflfected. I should see with pleasure the public libranes'^;^ 
your communes enriching themselves with this remarkable pioAO^ 
tLon." Price, in paper, five firancs $ in boards, seven ftancs. Ttdti^ 
pretty well, even for a prefect. I suppose he is to have 5 per cent on 
the profits. 

But this is not alL Having become interested in M. Laurent's woi^ 
he, of coarse, would use his influence agftinst all similar publicadoos 
calculated to <ii™i«igli its clrenlation. So he issues an edict condemm^ 
tory of a book entitled, '* History of Louis Napoleon.** He iinderstuifi 
that the pedlars who propagate liiis history ofiEer it to mayors, preceptoa 
cnr^s, and all subaltern fhnctionaries, with the insinuation that thtr 
would do well to buy it, if they do not wish to be denounced as hosn 
to the government of the Prince ! He declares these manoeuvres tcf^ 
dictated with a view to speculation and lucre ! He threatens tbe pedMi^ 
with the withdrawal of their Ucense, if they have recourse to any mfeasb 
of intimidation, or seek by any illegitimate influence to extend ihdia& 
of the work in question ! Price, in paper, three shillings and sizp^nce^ 
in boards, four shillings and eightpence. This book, " The History'^ 
Louis Napoleon," is published in Paris ; and agents are invited to engage 
in its circulation, by the following modest notice pasted upon all-m 
walls : ** Wanted, for the propagation of a valuable work, 5,000 gettSUb- 
men of a pleasing exterior, and enjoying an excellent moral character.* 
Of course it would be useless for any man, a sharp hand at a trade, hfk 
unscrupulous in his means, to apply fbr employment in this Idj^^ 
moral enterprise. '^ 

The Minister of the Interior has directed the prefects to forbid 'li^ 
prevent the use of all signals and means of conveying information from 
a distance, however innocent the apparent object may be. Li compHsoce 
with this order, a woman is said to have been arrested for beckcming'-^ 
her husband, at work in a neighboring field, to come home and get -Mb 
breakfast. It was presumed that the signal was intended to notify tiie 
brethren concealed in the surrounding bushes, that the good time w^ 
speedily coming, and that those that hunger and thirst shall very sdiii 
be filled. This was, in flu}t,the information she intended to convey, bucif Jt 
was meant solely for the benefit of the gentleman hoeing potatoes in iSm 
lot just over the way. 

The building of the temporary shops along both sides of the Boolft- 
vards, for the sale of Christmas and New- Year's gifts, has commeiilieA 
much earlier this year than common.* Under Charles X., the snudl 
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lers and pedlars of the capital were allowed to encumber the great 
iOroiighfare for one month— from the 15th of December to the 15th of 
.nary. Louis Philippe considered it a great annoyance, and reduced 
time to a week. Louis Napoleon has restored the ancient practice, 
police fix the dimensions of the booths ; eight feet is the extreme 
width allowed; the depth yaries with the breadth of the side-walk. 
^they are bmlt upon the curb-stone, and face inwards. The stone is their 
only floor; the boards are sometimes lined with paper, but oftener with 
c^ittcm, canvas, or bed-licking material. 

5 Tixe counters are supplied with every sort of article, up to a certain 
BUEe, Ihat can be thought of. These are principally the stocks that have 
pot found a ready sale during the year ; they are turned, therefore, out 
q£. 4oors, and sold for any advance upon the cost that they will bring. 
^JTexy respectable tradesmen adopt this means to work off a portion of 
^beir eliop-worn goods. To such as do not resort to it, of course 
|)u3 cheap competition is a great annoyance ; but the Municipal Council 
pfm always refused to Hsten to their petitions for redress. The police 
^ 2U>t allow, however, a dealer in perfomery to establish his tent in 
^pnt of a regular trader in that article ; and if you ever do see estab- 
lii^iiments in the same line of business facing one 'another, you may W 
ipf^ju^ that the one is a branch of the other. You will find the same quality 
j^, cologne, soap, and pomatum, 30 per cent, cheaper at the one than 
j^the other. The sales effected at these places are reaUy enormous, if the 
ijneather is £eivorable. At the present moment there cannot be less than 
•tiuree thousand of these improvised warehouses preparing for the great 
purchasing week. A house could be entirely furnished from them, with 
.pie exception of the cabinet-makers' and upholstery department. Clocks, 
lamps, crockery, hardware, glass, mirrors, chandeliers, mantel ornaments, 
)mx>1ui, writing materials, jewelry, linen, etc. etc., are to be had in profd- 
sioxi. 

The shops are often tended by women alone, and the hardships en- 
dured by them without complaining, and indeed cheerfully, would kill 
,Any American woman in the same rank of life in forty-eight hours. 
They dress as warmly as they can, but rarely wear either bonnets 
jyS: gloves. They stand the livelong day on ^e pavement; some of 
,the more well-to^o sit upon stools, and pluce their feet upon fbot-stoves 
'$I]ed with burning charcoal or hot ashes. Many of them, about mid- 
jught, when business is decidedly over, let down a curtain in fh>nt -of 
the counter, thus dosing up the fourth side of the edifice, wrap them- 
selves up in a blanket or coverlet detached from the bed at home, and 
isleep in the best way thej can. They drink no spirits to keep the cold 
out, and often eat nothing heartier than a thin vegetable soup, with 
bread, fried potatoes, flt baked beans. I have seen Jui^J^j^ji^peated 
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LOCia MAPOMQN THINKS HR BECEIVES A PETITION FOB PABIKJW-^. 
DOES KOI— A TEBJftlBLE MAYOB— AN ADAPTATION FROM BOfiAIIl^)-^ 
THE A T»^^TTiMyr op THE LOXrVBB TAKfllS EXTBAOBDINABT PmSCiflh 

TIQNS. 

I)6e0mba]r2Qth«1852, 

¥w7tbU ke« iMa vnA of a p««itiaii ftrpeimissi«i.tB.retiMiB€aB ed» 

^vikidi Law Pfap<rfe<m hm reeeiwA foiDi-M. CJhajroifli, ex-represent^ 

oftheDwdogiw, aadof tbe Aenidi, by M. Cl^Tois, tl»fc Lfi ew^ 

sigDe^ or seat the p«titioaL Ifc eeflma to bave be«i: a &^;ay^ «» 

ix»a«ffe»liavebe«n<jytetttodis«wwrthepi!rpi^^ ItisiiotlDiwrtt 

aaditiflcffiSbidtio inugmei^ iduit tkn motbe of : thfr atilhor of soe& • 

finad o»^d ba^fe lieen. TW Emperor Turta yeaypwrad of Ins petito« 

pMPdon ftonr a man m*o faad done nottdn^ lOTliBMn*«m,.m.tlieSatoM 

AsBembly, the inxilbBnoB of BepubMeui feaUk im whaek he owodlw «■& 

The Eo^eror Inwl (OStifeik fmrgxraieai ta all sock exiks^aAirooU eorfir 

it, aod TfBs Bataratty elattd at ika luuBiliatbii of M. €[haTaix^viar» 

otder ta obtaaa. bia grace, had eagaged to agitate no moBBr— h» ^altfi 

aerer agitated at alL SBs MiyesiT- saw, no doidit, in hift niiodVcfyei 

cmitisiial stream of amnsb, petitibiui — one faaoL Lamorxca^e, fdia fcn^ 

witilk £ed Hepnblicatiurgi in Jase ftam tfaa bai^ of tibarae aaceeasiKij 

slain horses ; from Bedean, renouncing the gniUotrne ; from ChangaraH 

Cbamm, BaBe> ovo'wing and Tejpeatang ei coaaiiectiaii — ^hasitLtT^et Or 

iated— wi12L tfteh Cttamziittee «f Besistasifle^ It ia. obb of ihe M^uBt 

a^trf&ates' rf pew«r to extort eoi^eBsmoBB of what the confesscaft aeTer 

coDOBttte^; dt was one of the holiest aspirataons. of the InqpiaMoa t» 

tortare^ite. YietBos into making revelatBom that the ijiqnifidtors whiskered 

itt at tireip eara,. and gat^i^red again from; their l^s* 

Ik>u» Ila5)ole<Hi seeks to do y^fhul^ Ophelia lawittingly did with Topflf 
—who 'fessed i» the theft of a necklace: aaiear-un^ th«fc had v&m 
left their wearer^ person, beeanse- she wai tidd ottBimuai wn£BBS.8oae^ 
thn^ This is^exacfrly what Hke exilies one caUedaiiaa t»dor-ta«n«8«ft 
to ahstam in fatarefi-om poetical agitatioB. Na ob« hm. vb hetta to 
^ae £n^r ttot mne-tentiis. of h« eziiea msv^ nttated -Mr intqguei 
«t an. He bamshed the vexx ones who dSi aot,.gifa^., uame^,. ti^ 
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SUpi^eaoa ii^ko ^were eledsd ay ausk, and sodti iwnaaiosd;. Thme thaii 
htrigwwt &£ the sestoii^ttni of Mosaiclrf, noiir fin the. officeft andtlur 
Jngikiriiafiesof theEsBpiae. YfliiBiajiaia^netbadatiottofHiaMc^st^ 
when he cEa|>po8ed he had Tmui^fbsnb M^ Gha^rdat a itnimeiatiaa of dbo 
trines he had neTesrheld, aDd.hia. mactifiaatkn at finding thai, ha ^woa 
iha Yietixn. of a fcnrgswj. M..ChaTDi3E. nssrcB a^^fliad fiir kaFa to xetnrn, 
ind never will on the oonditlons imposed. 

Tlho'EmpoNal^'B^Baaa^aailPni^^ Theezxaaskmhad 

been twice put off — once in the hope of receiving the renewed credentials^ 

liithe represe&tatlveB of the thiae greaib poii»iB» aad of thoa being able 

tft invite the amhaaBadftrato the projeeted.atagrhjmt. But he has goBA 

yin&ait them» Mi» Majesty pcoeeededto the railroad atati^Hi ia gml 

Itflfce^ hnng: conduoted l^ a hcavjc eacortit* preceded hj a dsoea cu^ 

naneni with presented piatolek. The. afeatien waa deoouted withfiagSr 

tnd armorial devicea^. The onploylta were dratwn np in. nuiBB, with a 

fegisBUB ta art the cheering^. The ^igjjLa waa oinamented withafange 

Iproad eagle. The train was a special one, of course. The ordinary 

tiwaui waifeed on.sidi. awitehes, and came in an hour behind their time. 

On arriving at Compiegne, the Emperor was addressed by the prefect, 

I m^ pceseBJiied with a bouquet by Les Daoieade latHalle ; he then repaired 

to the sanctuary &r.fipiritaal coaselatiQa. " Yoa ore right to. incite me 

I ta j^asj&r" said he. te. the eodeaifljida who had. been, detailed for the 

i sendee; <*prayer ia a greett diing ; it is a great duty. Love iac the 

I wffering elaaros, and panycr, will enable us to attaixi our. ol:j|ecta." The 

oldest womaa in the town then read some versea composed for the 

ooeasian by the druggist of Gompiognie^ It wafl), I su^edv the moat 

Ufi^aaant. dose he ever pnit up». The Eag^peror at last escaped, and 

lodcftd himaelf up in the retirement of the ehateao. Yesterday there 

'waa a stag423intji to-morrow Ihe artisiea of the Gynmaae of Paris. wHl 

I peB£aan.in the royal theatre attached to tke palaae the sitecesa of the 

I season, TJnfih defamille. They will be the guests of His Majesty while 

I they stay. The psogramme does not sd; down anything particularly jfor 

I tohday. It will probably be s^nt in " prayer and love &£ the sufeiing 

dassesJ' 

Wamiags still continue in the prcRdneesi. Ze Maine has leoexved its first 
sinee the amnesty — its third in all— £or an artiele concluding with the 
foiUewing gzoas impDopriety : — ^' In the evening the public edifices were 
^^^aoiinaited.." It scans that oertain. alluaionS' hinted that the rejoicings 
'WSfiQ entirely official, and got up by order— for the prefect characterizes 
thsairticleias eooeeived in the nuiet hostile spirit; as " filled with ridi- 
^B^iu reflecticKOs and odious reminiscenQes, calculated to undervalue the 
nature of an imposing ceremony." If the warnings inerease at this rate,. * 
We must have another amnesty soon. Ferha^ the accumxdation will 
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be fnlBcientlj large to render it wortili while on the ooeaiioa of ^He 
ooniecration. Anothw oonld fbllow, at the time of the marriage; ^Bid 
stiU another some months after, on the birth of the heir. The deot<ee 
oonld be headed, " By special request of the InfiEint PresumptiTe^'' — * 
A terrible mayor in the South has nttered the following edkt z*^ 
** Considering the disorders committed during the night in tile A- 
houses of oor commnne ; 
" Considering that night &cilitates the commission of deeds ci dttfk- 



HaTing read thus fiur, yon will conclude, as I did, that the mvflff 
orders the unmediate suppression of night, saddles sunset with « i&t, 
and interdicts the moon and stars. Entirely to interdict moonsh^'fii 
France will be impossible while Louis Napoleon lives. This would %e 
a natural inference from the considerations urged. Bead a little faryi#, 
and you wiU see, as I did, that we were both mistaken : 

" Considering that night fEtcilitates the commission of deeds of dsiie- 



" Therefore all ale-houses in our commune will shut up shop at se^ri^ 
in the evening.*' 

"The mayor, "Prood." 

Tlus is a very slender deduction from premises so mighty. 

The foreign correspondents have received another rap from the Mom- 
teur, as thus : " The correspondents of certain foreign journals have a 
good deal to say about modifications in the cabinet.'' The motive is 
said to be, "a desire to cause uneasiness and to weaken the action of 
the government." The Moniteur is severe and unfeeling. Correspon- 
dents that write every day are, of course, often out for matter. " Veiy 
good orators, when they are out, they will spit; and for lovers lacking 
matter, the cleanliest shift is to kiss." Correspondents, when they are 
out, they will invent, and for editors, lacking matter, the handiest deviQe 
is to coin. 

The works for the junction of the Tuileries and the Louvre are pro* 
grossing rapidly. When they were commenced, the whole qf>ace Was 
fenced in, and ^e curiosity of the citizens was defied by a nz-ibot cob- 
struction of such carefdUy dove-tailed boards, that no eye was aUe to 
discover the point of assimilation, and much less to penetrate tlie mys^ 
tery beyond. The secrecy observed was so remarkable, that the Ckmi' 
vari had a picture, representing the aeronauts who passed ov^ the spot 
as blindfolded by the architect, lest on their return to earth they ylyw iH 
make improper disclosures. Of late, however, the boards have b^ux 
to warp; the alternate heat and cold have started the seams, and left 
long slits stretching from post to post. Li some pkces tJie fence 
has been undermined, for the admission of^i||o|r|i^^d|^sand, and 
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•^fther aeoessities of the case. Eyery crack is constantly oocupied by a 
..pair of eyes, or, if it is not large enough to accommodate a pair, by a single 
jsfye; every aperture is put to profit for optical purposes; no cranny so 
thin, but it serves somebody's organs of vision. ' 

I happened to pass the spot yesterday, and having the extreme good 
.Ibrtime to obtain possession of a flaw in a pine board that a colonel of 
the guides had just vacated, I endeavoured to gather a few fects upon 
tihe state of the works. After all, it was not worth the awkwardness 
of the attitude, nor the strain produced by the effort to see round a 
ooimer. The foundations appeared to be nearly completed, and the 
masons having been for six months engaged upon the underground pre- 
liminaries, had just arrived at the surface of the earth. The dilapidated 
end of the Old Louvre, where the jimction is to be made, looks very 
much like one of the ruined castles described in the Mghtful romance 
of the Three Spaniards — desert, bare, and damp, and the very place a 
liobgoblin would choose to pass the night in. The destination of this 
comer will be strangely altered in three years from now, for it is to be 
«it2ier the head-quarters of the staff of the national guard, the bureau of 
tlie secret police, or the central office of the telegraphs. 



CHAPTER LXXVII. 



lEBOHE IS APPEASED — SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE PROBABILITY OF 
HIS REACHING THE THRONE— FRENCH LOGIC— TWO BRIGHT CENTS 
TO EVERT SOLDIER, AND A MEDAL FOR THE PRINCESS MATHILDE. 

December 27tli, 1852. 
The decree regulating the succession to the throne has at last appeared. 
"Our well-beloved uncle" is the man. Well-beloved, you will under- 
stand, is a term permitting a variety of interpretations, like *Dear 
te" at the head of a letter. Everybody knows that there is no love 
kst between the uncle and nephew. However, "well-beloved" was 
necessary to make the phrase sonorous and impressive. "My uncle 
JeromB" would not have done at all. "My Uncle" is irresistibly 
suggestive of the pawnbroker; just 'at this moment, too, the word 
Unide is apt to be followed by the monosyllable "Tom." All these 
.oiicumstances amply justify the use of the fiction, " well-Heloved." It is 
daring, and therefore pleases the martial people, for whom it was 
iatendfid. It is a fib, but so round, smooth, and varnished, as to be 
very wdl suited to the occasion. If I remember right, Hamlet does 
not flinch at addresong his uncle in terms of affectionate iK>ngratiz- 
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Bnt thfi audience knows that these are not real, but da- 

liembled sentiments. He subaequentiy plots to catdi the ooiffidea^ 
of this «well-beloTed'* uncle, and finally compasses his death. B» 
modem Hamlet is not exactly a Prince of Denmarfc-J^iince of HoHiBd 
oomesnearer; and hia Uncle is not the Eing of Denmark, l»t ex-Kiiig 
of Westphaliay and his name is not Clandins but Jerome. There's ^ 




Jerome Bonaparte. 

There is something iudixtrous in this idea of a man making his unck 
his heir ; cutting your fether off with a shilling, or the discharge of a 
master by a servant, are parallel eccentricities. Jarome has ccrtaiB^ 
less chance of beii^ shot than his nephew, but he is more likely to die 
in his bed. I do not know in which of the seven ages he can be properly 
classed, but when he talks, he mumbles like the last of the series. Bilt 
Jerome does not expect to live to be Emperor. He only wants to lie 
kept and treated like a Prince Ex^ctant, and is willing that his soil 
Napoleon, who is more able to wait, should look forward to the toflgf 
ble honors of the suoeesfiion. 

But, after all, even though the Empire may subsist beyond the deatii-^rf 
the present Emptor, and other Bonapartes luay come to tiie throns,* 
is not yet sure that either Jercme ot his son will^eTj^r.mrrive thflW 
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'Ihej are only desigiulted, in case tlie Bnperor ahoald die, without 

: ini^g left a dizect lieir, or an asdopted suoceasar. And this brings me 

7ta tihe second fiction of this xemadoible state paper. The Empcsor 

^hojma that he sliall be able to realise the ardent desired the nation, 

-.imd eontract en alHance whioh wiU enable him to lea^e heirs in the 

^£rect line.'' Andbe merely puts Jerome and his line in, in ease his own 

ikonld fbil, and he ^onld neglect to adopt a sveeessor. Where the 

Smperor has seen an expression <^ the ^'aid^it desire*' of the nation 

that he should oontract an alliance, and leave direct heirs, of oonrse it 

"vrould be impossible to say. It has not been pat to the vote, that I am 

aware o^ and I -do not mnember that the snbject was included in the 

ktt plebiscite. And I belieye tliat no petitions haye been addressed to 

Hie Senate, praying that his Marjesty take a vrih. However, let that 

.pass. The natien ardentiy jdenres that the Emperor many, and he heas 

^^ut been ignominioiii^ rejeeted by a Piinoess of Baden ; thoogh for 

ihat matter the rejection was mutual. He hopes that he may be allowed 

by Heaven to comply widi this desire, and he immediately appaints a 

aabstitnte to take his place in case he should not. 

This designation of a successor suggests many carious Yefleetions. 
You remember that Jerome and his line were excluded &om the suc- 
cession by the Senatus-Oonsultam, and that a grave schism between' the 
'Wcs^halian and the Senate mimediately followed ; that he at ^noe 
resigned the presidency of that body, retreated to the Invalides io high 
dndgeon, and rushed in a rage to St. Cloud to comjdain to the President I 
reanoked that it would be neoesaary to pacify Jerome, and that he was 
xapaciouB and gmsping to the last degree. But it was not supposed that 
the demands of the ex-king would go the length of reqiiiring .to be 
placed in the line of succession. It was generally thought that^he 
creatian of the office of High Admiral for hira, and the Vioeroyally of 
AigieiB for his son, would be amply sufficient. But he has required and 
obtained a decree, which would ensure him the throne should the 
Emperor die within three months, finr he will not have adopted a suc- 
cessor in that time. 

The necessary revisi<ms in the constitution to adapt it to an imperial 
regime have been made since my last. The most important is that which 
gives the Emperor the power of making tariffs and regulating the bases 
of comtneree without consultiJig the Legislative Body. One of the lesser 
provisions gives the members of the legislature aa indemnity of 500 
dollars a month, or 1,500 dollacs a year fior the session of three months. 
A year ago, excellent reasons were given why the membeiB should not 
have a salaiy. Now, equally excellent reasons are given why they 
should have a salary. It is impo«^hle to keep pace with French k^. 
different deductions are drawn, at different p^ods, from the 
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premises, or distinct premises give birth to identical inferences. The 
constitution of last January denied the representatives anf ivmsti!^ 
their laUnrs. The reason, doubtless, was, that Louis NapoleiHi ^d|« 
that twenty-fiye francs a day had become a by-word and ft' reps^fidip 
owing to the wordy and babbling discnsedons of tke late NSrtioaal 4k$Bmf^ 
bly. A slight concession was, therefore, made to public opinion. oVff^ 
however, it is discovered that the laborer is worthy of his hire; Ihat jfpo- 
phancy, like everything else, has its price, and that if the Empeixw: Iflw^ 
it, he must pay for it, or rather that if he likes it, the eonnti^ 
must pay for it. I say ^nothing of the report of the eomru^^ 
of the Senate charged with the duty of revising the cosstiti^i^ 
Suffice it to say, that every modification made is satis&ctorily pro^fedfli^ 
be indispensable. How could it be otherwise ? The Emperor svi^if^ijf^ 
the committee a list of the various alterations he desires to haveju^d^ 
and leaves to them the duty of hunting up the necessary argomenis 
with which to prove the opportuneness of such alterations. Perhaps it 
is the most ludicrous feature of the whole affair, this pompous visit of 
the Senate to Compiegne to convince the Emperor of the propriety cf 
the modifications that he himself dictated, and upon whose adoptMiv'hV 
has imperiously insisted. 

The petition for return from exile received at the Tuileries, purportii^ 
to come from M. Chavoix, but declared to be a forgery by hhtti^iiFas 
drawn up and signed by his daughter, who hoped that her father would 
accept an amnesty thus obtained. M. Chavoix, when he d^ed havxaf 
applied for leave to return, had learned who it was that had thus nisdcf 
use of his name. But he maintains that he was exiled without a a^tm^Ui^ 
of right, and he cannot ask or receive favors at the hands of the prenaib 
government. •(,£ 

As an instance of the triviality of some of our present legislatiaii#^M 
me mention that the new copper coins, though many thousands of .tiuBtt 
have been struck off, have not begun to circulate ; the Emperor haniaf^ 
decided that every soldier in the army shall first be supplied witb i^ 
least two sous of the new currency, before the coinage be appHed to- iti 
legitimate uses. The papers mention this as another proof ci Hub 
!E|mperor's constant solicitude for the welfare of the soldiers* Thfifjuse 
not to spend their decime, but are to keep it as a pocket piece, a tnementfi 
of the giver. Whether it is to count as a part of their pay, mt vrhefQuSi 
the Emperor offers it as a New Year's present, I cannot say. The ivliQle 
cost, thus to supply an army of nearly half a million, is not &x firona. teft 
thousand dollars. 

The celebrated mayor of a suburb of Lyons, who wrote sodL- .4 
tremendous address to the electors last month that the Northern Poweni 
complained to the President that such a fool should be allowed to 
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p^MStbAtionB, is dead. I do not desire the death of anybody ; but if 
pl^dple must die, I think I could receive the intelligence of the demise 
•^ ^& gentleman who paraphrased the Lord's Prayer with Christian 
reiSgtelition. For the present, however, that of M. Guilloud of Lyons 
wmdo. 

^"^Tbe Senate is going to eommit another piece of Mvolity, Two hun- 
^t^tA (dlT«r medals are to be coined, to be presented to the members of 
ti^e Imperial Family, and the higher fixnctionaries of the State. It 
li^c^Ebs that the love of medals, which dawns at the infant school, never 
dUMi out in the breast of a Frenchman. The Princess Mathilde is to have 
a ixiedal* Some of the lesser functionaries are to have impresions of the 
itaoae dies, but upon copper. This has the merit of cheapness, if it has 
xftir'ofher. 



CHAPTER LXXVIII. 



HI»X»IX£BANKS AND BEGOAES: GETTING A LIVING IN THE STREETS—A 
GBEAT. FLAGEOLETTIST— THE QUEEN OF THE GTPSIES—THE MAN- 

Ci.^WJHESXRA— THE GENTLEMAN WHO IS PLESH TO HIS WAIST AND 

.^;3WOOD TO HIS KNEES* 

hi: December 30th, 1862. 

^5he police of Paris grant 490 licences to individuals of the mounte- 
brtitk and begging profession: 150 to mountebanks proper: — such as 
ateinister travelUng shows, and own a waggon, horses, and invest a 
<$erUdn amoimt of capital in their calling ; 150 to men with hand-organs ; 
150 to persons that play upon other musical instruments than hand- 
(fiegans ; and 40 to blind men. Mendicity is not permitted, that is, the 
flaking fcnr money without in some way returning its value. Even the 
biind men offer lead pencils and friction matches. A beggar must 
choose his walk; there are specialities in begging as in the fine arts. If 
hb has a droll expression of face, can tell a funny story, or can in any 
way entertain a crowd, he gets together a pack of cards, a few pieces 
of tape, and some small wooden men, and sets off for the Place da 
Louvre, to seek his fortune. If he has one note of music in his soul» 
tiuit note seeks expansion on some broken-backed violin or some wheez* 
Big flageolet. If nature has endowed him with any pliancy of limb or 
foppleness of body, he spreads his carpet on some broad pavement, and 
tumbles himself into the public favor. If he has a little capital which 
lis fiither left him to set him up in business, he buys a hand-organ or a 
hurdy-gurdy, and grinds his way through the world. 

Bad luek to him if nature has given him none of these wondrous capa- 
bilities, or if his f&ther has left him no money wherem^to buy his 
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organ. Better, be blind, better be halt, disfigured in body and limb, 
trembling witli palsy or shaking with agne, than left deserted in the 
streets of Paris -irithoot any other aeeosfiapli^mcnt. Better go to fli^ 
wars and lose a leg, better lose eyesight, than venture vLpon the street 
in perfection of limb and health of body. So all beggars seem to 
think, for all that can, swell tbs lists of th© fid^ders, the strollmg 
mountebanks, and the tmnbfera^ They all KUigc themselves under 
the banner of music and ftm, a» a fitting emblem of misery and want; 
so that none but the irtterly deetitnte by both natuare and mim are lef!^ 
bdiind— to ofifer letter^papet and steel-pens to the passers by. Some of 
• these miserably , beings are interesting enough to arrest the jmsbing 
glance. 

On the steps of a large variety store, on the Boulevard Bonne J^ouvcBe, 
may be seen, from day to day, quite a respectable old lady, who has lost 
botii her legs just below the thighs, and who displays in their place two 
large wooden appendagosi which constitute her claim on the pubHc 
charity. She has a violin, but she rarely turns it to account. By her 
side sits a blind woman, who, with her head cast' down, and her Inends 
folded on her lap, awaits the sympathies of the charitable. "Btam her neck 
hangs a pasteboard placard, on which are written the foDowiag words :^— 
" A poor blind woman, and mother of a family— 'Without any* rcsonrBC;* 
She has slate pencils to sell. These two women sit close together, 
seemingly without any rivalry or ill-feeling, eacii waiting for that cbaritf 
which their particular misfortone may excite. Perhaps the blind woman 
thinks to herself whaft a blessing it would be if she had the eyes (^^her 
lame friend; while the latter thinks she w^mld exc^nge her eyesght 
for the strong limbs of her unhappy neighbor. Perhaps they are twD 
sisters whom God has thus terribly afflicted^ and who make of thdr 
misery a community of interest Now that I think of it, they are not 
unlike in face. 

Farther on, under the shadow of a projecting eave, sits an old man, 
who, from time inunemorial, has fiAiaken with the i^e,.in the same 
place, and dressed in the same way. He is a gray-headed man, witli a 
tarpaulin hat coming nearly down to his ^es, sjool a small square box 
hanging from his neck. He is utterly incapable of loeomotion, and is pco- 
bably carried to his eeat in the morning, and home in the evening, by 
some friend or relation. His box is qtnte ofte^ well lined ^th copper. 
Not far from him is a woman who has no back, and very litt^ b6dyy but 
whose legs seem to proceed directly from her neck. Nothing suggests 
that she is alive, except the laot that if she were dead ^^ wt^tld.not bat 
extended on the boulevard, and the wooden box whidi reeelvestlie s&aa*. 
She, too, is a helpless dependant on others for her* daily transgoxt ipsm 
her home, if she has any, to her daily standn-or. rather bed-^-oa. tlif 
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jgarcanent. If she get& twenty soiia a day, she cam easily make both ends 
i»eet. A thin soup twice a day, a poiuid of coarse breads and a slice of 
fi^fcpork to serve a& butter, a bed of straw at night, ace easily obtained 
&r tw^ty sous, and even le^ye something to be Md affide again«t the 
ifiabmencies of the . wint^ or a rainy day — ^aot a mftaphorical but a real 
ipi^J ^Ji when, the ram. chdves the bo^fars irom the streets, and keeps * 
the charitable at home. 

In &ont of Droi3^ de Lhuys' hotel may be se^ at night— osdy at 
iBght— the wretched semblance of a man, who seems to haTesproAkted 
&om the grqumd, and to be growing there. He takes you by surpnse — 
he. comes, upon you all at once. You are made suddenljt aware of the 
presence ^f a head without a. body : th^re is no preparalion of feet, legs, 
a«d ixvaak, but the head— a bald head— seems, sitting all alone by itself 
uDcin the oold atones, of the paTement. You see iKxthing but the head 
and &Oftlc. An arm, however, extends a hat to OTery passer-by, and is 
xmij unsucoesifiil in its applicatioiu This man^if man he ber-ia too 
atocioiwly deformed not. to excite sympathy. Everybody giv«s him 
s^iaaot sometimes two, and hurriBs away from, die place. 

Under many of the archways, the pasasges, and entranees to. court- 
yards, ore to be seen women with children in. their arms^ wim make 
knowii ta you .their poverty by thrusting into your face as yon pass, the 
ixbentable sheet of not&*pap^, a bunch of matches^ or a card of steel- 
pens. These are not to be purchased, but are merely to suggest to you 
thfi conditiaB of the woman that, offera them. If she does not succeed in 
tJU8,.she lets loose one of her older children upon you. This child is 
generally a smart one, and knows her business well. She looks at you 
caa:e^iUy> and c^ens her batt^y accordingly. If you happen to have 
the. air of a married man, walking with your wife, she wishes you all 
happiness in your domestic arrangements. If you are a marriageable 
young lady, ifs a speedy husband that she wishes you, at the same time 
kissing her hand vehemently. 

Little boys of tiiiree years old, seated on the pa^vement, holding a 
younger brother or dster in t^eir arms, are very often seen in the 
less crowded streets, where they stay from morning to night with only 
a crust of bread to console them during the long twelve hom-s. All 
these ehildiren have a stent given them, a c»tain amount, which they 
most get or be well whipped. An able-bodied girl is rated at ten sous 
a^y, a sick oim at twelve, and a deformed or helpless one at fifteen. 
Hieir parents, who are beggars themselves, are off in some other part of 
tlie city, turning organs, or singrug ballads, and towarcfe night return to 
pick up tiieir (Mdren where they left them in the morning. Chimney- 
sweep boys, who have no licence, but whom the police do not eare to 
molest, never beg but in one place — outside the doors of some con- 
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feotionflr's shpp— iviiere they stand eyemg every moathfal the 'v;wtq% 
eat, glaring at the plnmcake, and trying to magnetifle the mac^roi^iQg 
through the window-panes. These little fellows are quite sneoeMfnl^ .^ 
it is nelly nngenerons to eat a franc's worth of cake and drink ^ glNft 
of winsy and then refbse a son to a black-fiioed nrchin who has MloiiSii^ 
yon thfongh the whole, and who saw the lady of the shop gire yon hftoki 
three cents worth of change. .>i.T 

There is one old gentleman, an expert with the flageolet, who, helM 
from his age and dignified bearing, may be called the patriarch «£• 
Fsrisian beggars. When professionaUy engaged, he sits on a "Wdodama 
stool, with his hat between his knees, his back tamed toward the atnefy^ 
and his &ce toward the passers-by. His hat is always ofiT, wet wetfthgiii 
or dry, partly to serve as a contribution-box, partly to reveal a deep'tfOBM 
on his forehead, which suggests ideas of Napoleon's Old Guard, Attstchr- 
litz, and Marengo. He is always neatly dressed, never assuming tiil^'^ 
affectation of a ragged coat, or shoes down at heeL His white hair, 
thin and flowing as it is, has always an appearance of arrangement, 
while the whole air of the man is that of one who, unlike his broths 
beggars, does not pass the night in the same clothes that he whistles in 
during the day. His coat looks as if it was carefully folded and hung 
over tiie back of a chair, while its owner was sleepmg, atd one would 
declare that his shoes, in default of a blacking, were every night snugly 
put away in a comer. 

At first sight, no one would suppose him to be whistUng fbr his 
hreak&st ; we should rather imagine that he was a retired tradesman, 
who regaled the passers-by with the compositions of his leisure moments. 
Another minute, however, and it is evident that the flageolet is too 
shrill and shrieking to amuse anybody else, and his air of constraint 
forbids you to suppose that he is amusing himself. He plays frx>m 
morning till night, wiping his forehead with a checked handkerchief in 
the intervals of his performance. He is very obsequious when he 
receives a sou, rising from his seat, and overwhelming the donor with 
benedictions. He is the same thing for one sou as for two sons charities 
never saying or doing any thing in acknowledgment of the latter that 
he does not equally bestow upon the former. 

In one instance, I was very much surprised, while passing near this ^ 
old man. A gentleman dropped a ten sous piece into his hat, oxA 
walked rapidly on. I waited to see the effect. The flageolettist looke4 
at the piece of money, seeming rather to suppose that his eyes deoeived 
him, and that it was a hoax. So preferring to trust the sense of touch '", 
to that of sight, he put out his hand to take it He was evidently 
amazed to find that it became obedient to lus fingers, and that he 
flould hold it and feel its weight, as he <»^d^h^^^^^ done had it 
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A9<sifi ah iUnsioii. He looked ronod for his bene£Eu;tor, and finding that 
M wai a long way off, began to think that he had not behftved well 
ibi^Qne (^ Napoleon's Old Guard, and commenced growing red in the 
Aeel Two or three jMrsons had stopped near him, anxious to see the 
cilitdrof the jc^e $ and as the old gentleman thought he was in a scn^, 
id^d hoid^ knew how to get ont of it, he seised his flageolet, and began 
playing most yiolently the sailor's polka, pretending that his redness of 
ffeoe was oansed by the exertions rendered necessary by the difficulties of 
the instmment. After this adventure, he soon packed up his flute and 
stool, lor ten sous ; added to what he hed already gained during the 
naming, probably made out his stent for the day. But the next mom' 
i^g he resumed his seat opposite the Cafe de Paris, and probably found 
t^ day a dull one compared with the day before. 

^!ke!:Q i$ another old gentleman somewhat celebrated in the public 
m^c line, who has his stand under the trees in the Champs Elys^es. 




The Mah-Orchestra. 

If this person had not been bom a beggar, he would have been a 
Mnsard, or a Strauss, such an idea has he of monster bands, superb 
combinations, and grand effects. He plays upon four iustrumentiB at 
onoe, to which he sometimes adds his voice. His principal instrument 
is the violin or guitar, which serves as a sort of ground-work for the 
others. It is the fiEibric upon which the others are embroidered. These 
others are the triangle, the reed-pipe, and the sleigh bells. The tri- 
angle hangs from his elbow, and he strikes it against a poker &stened to 
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his giidle, IB a. my peenliarly his own. The reeds are fixed <!& ftaatM 
hie moBthy irkirii he dides idong the inBtnaneiit in seasek ef^'the note 
reqnised; ihe ileigfa. brile he weare asa crewnr upon hieF iead. It n 
only at the esnekMum of gnind pieoee liiat he iotrodnees all ^ktjm 
i ueUu i na ite at cnoe. This is dene hy a gfpsBBiodie aetioii o£ the whofe 
hody — ^head, arms* thighs* kge, and knees, haying each their appM* 
pmte share in the wofk. He nsoally begins -vf ith the yiolin alone^ h^ng^ 
ing in the triangle at the orui, the reeds at the andante^ and the slc^g;h 
bells at the rondo, arriving only at the junction of the whole atthe^^tofe. 
It is- to be lamented, however, that so vast an appliance of meanr sho^ 
result in so Httle sound ; for it cannot be concealed that the triangle 
drowns the violin, that the reeds drown the triangle, and that the 
sleigh bells drown every thing else ; so that the sleigh bells have the 
^na2e all to themselves; and this grand exhibition of a man w<B-kii^ 
away for dear life at shaking a set of bells, conveys but a very feef% 
idea of the manner in which a horse shakes his bells down Broadway, a 
fine morning in January. I have no doubt that the same amonnt of 
physical force, properly applied, would turn a large windmill, and thus 
save the wind a great deal of labor. 

On the Place de la Maddeine may be seen, nearly every day when U^ 
does not rain, the Queen of the Gipsies of Paris. She is rather old for a 
queen, but quite young for a gipsy. She has seen sixty-five summers. 
She has an organ, the key-board of which contains only two octaves, but 
these are fuUy sufficient for all the usee of the performer. She only 
plays tunes of remarkably small compass, for the upper and lower notes 
have long since expired. She could play Yankee Doodle tolerably weM, 
being a tune which says a good deal in a few words. But the organ 
has one too few notes to play " Hail, Columbia." She would break down 
in the middle for want of a do. Imagine, if you can, an instrument that 
cannot play " Hail, Columbia !" This lady, when performing, does not lo(^ 
at her fingers — she peers up jfrom under her cap at all the passers-by, 
ready to suppose, upon the slightest movement of an arm, that it is 
seeking for small coin in a pantaloon pocket or a velvet bag. No one 
can pass her without seeing that great green eye. 

On fine days she adds the charms of her voice to those, of the organ ; 
and it may safely be said that her vocal organ is as mudi dikpidsted att 
her instrumental one. She sings ballads and airs &om operas; but her 
manner of blowing the organ is far more curious than her style of play* 
ing. You are at some distance firom her, for instance, and you only see 
her ; you cannot hear her, in the least,>-«he, like the gentleman -with. tJie 
sleigh bells, making very little sound. You see her working away 'with 
her feet upon two pedak undenioath the instrument, and as you hear no 
noise, it never occurs to jou that music is the end ofyit^^Bi^^ think it 
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Hffifltbe locoxDotioir iiuit aim w'^bfb^ after; Slie appens :to be an 
la^ralidv^fibohasiaTeiitediaiDflcfainc^tbat goee by a craal^.aiid ^e ia 
taking aa airing oa the braad parementa -which smromid the Mad&- 
Idne. You stop some time, and finding that the machine still remains 
stationaiy, yon imagine that it is only gathering force for a. start, and 
that it will rush at you all of a sudden, and.taka you off your feet. You 
uaconsciously get out of its way. But you are undeceived by seeing a 
^^oQitlemaa give her a son. It k impossible to believ& that & sick womaa 
wotild receive chadtyin the poblie streets^ and you axe fi>ieed to believe 
that it is music, although you cannot hear it. This old lady has quite a 
rerputotion m her way, and is sometimes jestingly called the organist of 
ttwvMadelfigive. 

The ^amdmfid Jhie-j^yer^ as he styles himself requzrat i» be 'seen to; 
be- appreeiated. Ue is, like all ot&ear men, composed of flesh aint baiie% 
except that part of . him whidi is wood and leather. The rdative pxo» 
poriieBS of these two ingredients no one knows. The most aecazate 
(saJ^eolatioBi, however, supposes him flesh to hi» waist^ and wood to his 
Isaees, where he suddenly comes to an csd^ His principal perfermanee 
consistB in standing' on one hand, his legs in the air^ a&d playing the 
flp&te with the other hand. He has a great nack at telling stories, and, 
when he is tired of his gymnastic exercises, he > annises his audiesioe 
with his drolleries. His favorite narrative is that of his attempting to 
proenra an engagement at the Grand Opera, where they teld him that 
h» was toe short ; but that he would do well to try the Champs Blys^es^ 
where he would undoubtedly succeed. '^ It is witii you, gentlem^i.and 
ladies^to say whether I shall succeed or not. I consider two soubf a 
great success, while three will put me in a condition to oonrider the 
Grand Opera a humbug. "Walk up, gentlemen^ — liards not refused." 

These four- individuals may be said to be the most pronunettt Faria 
beggars. The whole four are musidansj or rather call in the aid of music 
to assist them in their precarious trade. It is the gayest of the seienoes 
that thns lends a hand to these wretches through the world. Strange 
that the sound of a violin, a flute, or a hand-organ in the street should so 
suggest the idea of misery, want, blindness^ or improtected old age thua 
stalking from house to house in search of food and raiment. What Tom 
Moore said of the harp will never be said of the violin : — 

« The harp that onee in Tara's halls 
The soxd of mnsio shed, 
How hangs as unite on Tara's walls 
As if that soul were dead.'* 

The violin win never cease itg vibrationa till vnsm^^^^^ojxkGM 
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t2i0 earth; as long as hunger demands its daily bread, and th«r'IitiiiM 
body a protectian tnm the winds of heaven, to long -will its eeh6 iet ifi^ 
•treeti prodaim that the millenninm is not yet oome. 



CHAPTER LXXIX. 



A HAFPT NEW-TBAB— JEBOHE GETS ANOTHEB OFFICE— DOMINIQUB 
BOULO'S YISITING CABD— ANOTHER BONAPARTE. 

Janusfydth, 1853. 
New Year's-day was spent merrily at the Tnileries. The Emperor Wtt§ 
far from well, but was on his feet nearly twelve hours. He received Hfe 
oompliments of his civil and military household, heard mass ftt flii 
chapel of the palace, and at eleven went to the reception room, whM 
all the fimctionaries of high and low degree were successively preaentoit 
— ^the marshals and admirals first, and then the diplomatic c<»:ps. AfbBk 
them came all the constituted bodies, down to the coUbctors of tiii 
octroi duties, and Philarete Chasles. In the evening, there wa»*a 
reception of ladies, and the Emperor did not escape to his apartai^iili 
till past eleven o'clock, - ' '^ 

Jerome Bonaparte, being the designated successor to the ctow^ 
cannot, of course, hold any position involving respcmsibiUly an^ 
subordination. He cannot, therefore, continue Governor of the Inva^ 
lides,--for in that capacity he is sometimes called upon to nuike a q^eech 
to the wooden legs, and sign bargains for the supply of wine and oaiidlM 
for the year. And yet he cannot quit this post of duty, as the ashes of 
his brother, the Emperor, have been confided to his care. la the 
beautiful language of the Moniteur, referring to this delicate sabfeet, 
''he cannot abdicate these pious functions.'' On the one hand, he can- 
not continue Governor of the Invalides, and on the other, he must 
continue so. Here was a dilemma, from which nothing could have 
delivered us but the inventive genius of the Emperor. He immediately 
made Jerome Honorary Governor of the Invalides, and somebody else 
Governor. Thus was the difficulty at once avoided. 

Louis Napoleon was taken sick at Compiegne, and for some hours the 
household were much alarmed. The chances of the possibility <^ 
establishing Jerome were earnestly canvassed, but the applicatioii of 
leeches saved us from that miserable realisation. I will not undertake 
to say how many times the Emperor was shot at during his scjoom at 
the North; every day brought forth some new revolver or infhmal 
machine. The papers are never allowed to mention any iUness or 
indisposition of the Emperor'si in the present. te|^^JQ^e ^'^ n«^^^ 
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fc^i^ittedi to say, the Emperor is sick. When he has recoTered, the 
ijlleUigence is made public. So that those who are not in the way <^- 
healing Terhal news, learn of his conyalescence before they heard of his 
being nnwell. The 3£<miteur is less scmpuloTis when Jerome's maladies 
are concerned, and announced the other day, with a painM blnntness, 
that that gentleman was in bed with the grippe, and could not receive 
on "Wednesday evening. He may have been too sick to see company, but 
he was not too sick to see Ccrrito, and was present at the rentrei of that 
delightful danseuse, in the new ballet of Orfa. 

The Moniteur appeared on the 1st of January in the form of the large 
dailies. The object is to print four pages instead of eight. But if this 
hA» any advantage, it will be more than counterbalanced by the im- 
^^n^ldiness of the bound volume. The Moniteur is a paper of which you 
XBost ke^ a file, and as a quarto, it was not more clumsy than a cydo- 
piedia or dictionary. I tremble to think of the accumulation of mam- 
l^^9th» folios I shall have next January. I have no arrangement for 
^fqlleys and hoistmg machinery at my rooms, and am really quite un- 
Slippy at this change wrought in the weight and portability of the ofii- 
fiiid journal. Put yourself in my situation; what would you say if you 
]l«d to iHnd the Journal of Commerce ? and yet it would be rather a 
pleasure than otherwise to collect the Boston Transcript, and put it up 
jy» yearly volumes. Half the merit of the Moniteur lay in the fact that 
]Mng the smallest paper in Paris, it spoke the loudest, made its voice 
lusai'd the furthest, and stirred up the longest and most Hngeiing echoes. 
• The post-office has distributed visiting cards this year, for the first 
time, at one sou apiece. New Year's calls are almost universally paid 
Ijy cards 5 and the quantity sent, you may well imagine, is enormous. 
To obtain the services of the post-office, you must not seal the envelope 
<xmtaining the card — the clerks wishing to learn by ocular observation 
whether the missive is really a card to be charged one sou, or a note to 
be eharged three. They will seal it themselves after inspection. The 
-^sra^tched post-office carriers were completely cheated out of their holiday ; 
fbr the accumulation of cards was such every hour, that it became im- 
possible to let them lie over till the next day. New postage stamps of 
one sou were engraved for the occasion — as, of course, prepayment in 
such a case is indispensable. A card delivered in this way has anything 
but an elegant appearance when it arrives at its destination. A stamp, 
the heavy impression upon this stamp to annul it, the date and hour of 
^e delivery in blue, and on the back a common red wafer— for I take it 
for granted the post-office will not fiirnish transparent ones — do not at 
all impress the recipient with the ide^, that it came by a servant in livery. 
In short, the post-office is anything but a choice medium of delivery 
for New Yearns calls — ^it is so very far removed^ffoyj @^ in person. 
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fiii]lt2iei»«i« peoplo'^noogh to gnlploy it to imderitaprofttaliie 
prise Ibr the offiee. 

On this fLBjdwaaxjf aflMmg the cards 1^ at my roGn mt^ODC 
.dtterrss speoal ineiitei. It vas thus oeaoeiYed — 

D 



Dominique Bottlo 

Nature de Christ. 



The first line is the Bame of the individual, the secondis Ms pzo&ssion. 
I lemembered haTing seen the man somewhere, and was at no loss to tiaos- 
late the Biblical allusion under his name. But I doubt whetiier the best 




Nature de Ouist. 

Trendi scholar in America can translate it in a week. It means simply 
lins : M. Boulo is a model for painters, and sits by preference for the 
head of our Saviour. He is a professor of Christ-nature, and he puts it 
on his card. I cannot tell you how many times this man has suffered on 
the cross ; how many times he has risen from the dead ; I have seen him 
wearing the crown of thorns, and kissing the traitor Judas. Swne years 
ago, he stood for the apostles, for St. Peter and St. Paul ; but lieing am- 
bitious, he has succeeded in gaining the highest position known in the 
model's profession. 

A gentleman by the name of Septimo Centamor, writes to the papea 
to prove himself a member of the Bonaparte family. At first sight^it 
"Would seem as nnlikely that a Centamor could be a Bonapartci as that a 
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Bni& eoiild be a Pkntagenet. Howeyer, he irrgeB qmte satisfocterjr 
teoBonSf and perhaps the report of M. Troplong >axid tka iSeQflt«s-£io&- 
mdtam will be modified €0 as io let M. Centamor in. I do not kaiow 
whether he wishee to be put upoa the liae of sucoeesiasi, or ramply to 
receive an allowance jfrom the State. He is certainly entitled to the 
medal to be distributed to all the members of the Imperial Family,.and 
this will doubtless eatisfy his most lo%^ ambition. 



CHAPTER LXXX. 



A CHAPTEE OS THE CLAQUE, AND THE SELECT COMPAKY tJJTOER THE 
CHAXDELIEB. 

Jamiary I3th, 1853, 
I HATE this week a piece of news of real importance to commmiicate. 
The chgiue, or hired applause at theatres, is to be abolished. Ko one 




The Oaqae. 

who has not Hved hug in Paris, can at all understand the difficnlfies in 
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the way of this measure, just adopted bj th» goTemment, or propeEJb[ 
to appreciate its import and drift. The subject is so interestizig, thiit * 
make no apology for going somewhat into detaiL The dagfiie la an iBs& 
tntion of fifty years standing. It originated at the Comedie Fran^aise, 
in 1804, and grew out of the fierce riyalry between the two celebrate! 
tragediennes of that period, M'lle George and M'Ue Duchesnois. Violoit 
cabals were formed, the public sided with one party or the other, and 
knots of dappers, espousing the interest of this actress or of that, were 
to be seen in various parts of the theatre. The Emperor Napoleon, with 
whom Mile George was a favorite, was anxious to see her triumph ; and 
far this reason the govenmient did not interfere. By degrees the excite- 
ment died away, but as the theatre emerged from the contest, the cla^ 
was found to be definitively established in the centre of the pit, under £be 
chandelier, where it has remained to the present day. The institatka 
spread aikL was adopted in every theatre in Paris, except the Italiaa 
Opera, where, I believe, it was never introduced. 

The claque of the Grand Opera consists of about forty persons, seated 
closely together in the pit, immediately behind the leader or fugleman. 
This man has received the directions o^the jiiAager, taken the bribes 
of such of the actors as are foolish enou^ to pay for extra salvos, and 
has constantly attended the rehearsals. He knows when to applaud, 
and whom to applaud. It is he that commences the .calling &r the 
name of the author on first nights ; it is he that calls the artists befiire 
the curtain after successful performances. The niceties of the profes- 
sion are carried to such an extent, that I have heard the claque murmur 
tiieir delight, instead of shouting it; I have seen the fugleman give 
the signal for a shudder, and then all his host would shudder in unison. 
To a spectator in the boxes, new to Paris and Frenchmen, this passes as 
a genuine demonstration. He supposes the energetic applauders in tiie 
pit to be the real critics, and their approval to be heartfelt and spon- 
taneous. 

It is not easy to discover from what class the claqueurs are taken. 
They hang round the theatre at nightfall, and the leader knows where 
to ky his hands upon them. They are not always paid as. you 
may suppose. On the contrary, they give their services in return for ' 
a ticket at half-price — at least this is often the practice. Sometimes, 
in very hot weather, the fugleman is obliged to admit his men fear 
nothing. He himself is paid by his employers, who are not the 
managers of the theatre, but a company doing business under the 
title of "Loriat et Cie., JEntreprise de Succes dramatiquesJ* This 
company treats with the managers, and the fugleman is of their send- 
ing. The clague is introduced into the theatre by a private door a 
quarter of an hour before the audience is admitted, and thus has time to 
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■^H^t ifdelf in serried, concentrated columns before the public proper 

"arrive. 

1 remember that just after the Republic, on the occasion of a first 

^representation of a comedy at the Fran9ais, I applied at the box-office 
for a ticket, and found every place hopelessly disposed of. I bethought 

l^myself of the chef de claque, who kept a book-stall round the comer. 

it applied to him for a claqueur's ticket, being determined to get in. 

' jhe price to the pit was at that time forty-four sous^ He consented to 

/enrol me in his battalion for the night, for a round five-franc piece. 
^e were admitted through a narrow entrance, and found the house 
entirely empty. The fugleman was in a good deal of excitement, for 
Ibeing a first night, a heavy responsibility weighed upon him. I never 
shall forget two awful glances that he levelled at me, when he found I 

"did not follow his lead, but went off on private salutes of my own. As 

' soon as I could safely do it, 1 left the charming company -^th which 

. I had entered, and found a more independent position just outside the 

* circle. 

I think I can safely^ say iliat the mlaque is agreeable to no one but 

, itself. The claqueurs, wl# ai-e paid, or get free or cheap admissions by 
it, of course think the institution a capital one. But of the four 
'parties specially concerned,* authors, actors, managers, and audience, I 
never heard of any one that would not be glad to dispense with it, if 
possible. It is doubtless true that there are authors in Paris who have 

^ been forced upon the public by the claque. An audience rarely quarrels 
with the claqueurs, and generally allows them entire discretion. If, 
therefore, the abolition of this sort of applause draw after it the 
disgrace of certain inferior authors, the public will be so much the 
gainer. To the actor, the claque may be as hostile as it may be favor- 
able, for if an artist may buy applause for himself, he may buy silence 
or hisses for a rival. Several first-rate actors would have been ruined 
by the claque^ s hostility in the last five years, had not the audience come 
to their rescue. A serious fight grew out of one affair of this kind. To 
the manager, the claque is an expense which he would be glad to avoid, 
if he thought the audience would applaud were it withdrawn. The 
general idea is that the public is too indolent to make any manifestation. 
To the audience, the claque is a most unmitigated nuisance, if not a 
downright insult. I cannot doubt that it will be so much delighted with 
the proposed change, that it will applaud with its heart in its hands. I 
a«r going to the theatre myself to-night, and hope to find some excuse for 
a little healthy exercise of the palms, in which I have not indulged 
since I learned that if you wish to applaud, you must sit under the 
chandelier. * 

The adoption of the measure was notified Di|icfeedtiti«_ managers liwt 

T 



894 aUOOLOSED OKXMHBS^lKPJfilB. 

•XhwidsT:. .>it -wnscd a temble ^emmoHMi'iii'tiie •wiBe^fihope 'sad- stiflg 
where the claqueurs cluster at sunset. The utter downfall and rain of 
«]1 the tkeateesin the i^apital was tmamimoiifily predieted. One pfMBprnis 
ftigtoMBi giq^gMtad l^t the whole 'fraternity afaooM vnite end oddreMoi 
nemorial' to the. Miaiflter <tf the Interkr. Jwst think of a* rgn w nBtgance 
farfifloatadto .!£• de f evaigny by the ckqneon of Pans ! The pitgeet 
wsa ahandoned 19011 the fear expreascd by anotiier faglenuini itet ' Ihe 
.pe1itnD>«nd the petitMsners would he ejeeted out of the aeaivst window 
into the AcaroBt gntter. They faHy expect to he mxkl renstated in iinr 
JoDotiooa. 



CHAPTER .LXXX.I. 



ZUGENIE BE MONTIJO — PARTS »TALKS SCANDAL — THE HINISTBT 
THREATENS TO SETIRE, BtTT THINKS "BETTER OF IT. 

• jKaaKrjMiii.y 1853. 

The most startling' fact of the weekis-the Itoperor's detenninatioii4o 
merry 'Mile de Montago, .a ^l^nish lady, to whom he has paxd .great 
attention during the last imo moaths. The senaatkon : casaled in Ike 
leirdes where .the cimim«tanees:^\« heoome known is extnuvdiBacy. 
Louis Napoleon's. fineadfi, asd tiwae who are. in the liahit of speaking 
&eely(lo hba, hav«e dzhonated every ai^mnent of (dusnaaiDnyiaiid even 
.of menace. It vesms pasitive that he will not he -able to obtain ioiy 
daaghter df a royal hoase; and this position is fsmiliaily termed « 
hhcus ffmMnaRta^a'^matnnMiiial hloakade. On the' other hand, he 
as UKrimuAy :in love with the fieoora Montijo, wiio wi^ yield on 
no ooniMferstian butiiaaixiage. i:He rcfa^es toHsten to .mdxriee, and 
JiiB :friends find it perfectly .mucvailiiig to r^nresent' to him that an 
'Snpeoor dees not marry to satisfy .a paanon, hut to oooBolidate the 
State. The enemies of Loms Napc^eon are in raptures, for theylK^ 
that disastrous results may f^rin^ from SLfmuBpas4}t this character. 

Mile de Mont^o is now the •onivenal topic of oonversaiaon, and out 
of perhaps 4b hundred persons with vidiom I have spoken in the paat day 
or imo on thosubject, not one bat -mentions her in terms of very light 
appredatioB, if not of positiTe disrespect. Even if we pass ovrer 'flenoos 
(and damaging assertions, it is asked, and certainly with force, if it ke 
possible that the daughter of a mother so notorious can have grownmp 
-without inheriting a portion of her lax morals. I do. not consider it 
necessary to repeat or beUeve any of the stories which are rife at her 
expense. Their existent and prevalence, however, show in what light 
she is regarded. As to the antecedents of^^tijie^pi^^i^i they are, unr 
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'llappSy '' but too well tnomi. The "preseaee, - inde^, of this 'jwmg 
countess at Compiegne, ^ith the corrupt set' ^at tB9«re ^asseBibled tcge- 
iiier-tijere, is a drcximstaneeTety' much against ^er. IJKamarried ladies 
^prudence and godd posyjion do not *mafceTi»itB' ti3ftder*sueh auspices 
Tiponr liie continent ; and when it becam© known inParis that the' bea»- 
'Hfhl Montijo was a Tiffltor at that eountry-seat, that -she followed the 
-honnds*wiih: the ISmpcror, ereiy body siqiposed hsBr-a-^sonldadate atonee 
for the very dubious honor of becomiag queen of : the imperial harem. 
'^Hiat a person of this cbKraoter, >0r of this supposed character, >cif foreign 
birth and mixed parentage, should become '[^npress ef the 'Freiiah, 
seems -positiveiy beyond belief. '1 'saw a gentleman yest^pday, who 
said he expected every moment to-wake up and find it aU ^-la^ulaas 
dream.* 

The ministry went through the form of handing in their resignation. 

They were not sincere, however, for the Emperor gave them time to 

reflect, and they did not renew their offer of giving up their title, salary, 

and consideration. What woifld these man do i were they to retire from 

the cabinet ? Whatiwould become of M. Bineau, should he be restored 

• A%prii7ate.Ji&? He w^Rd isink into insignificaaca, .and would .hardly 

imgBtmiemevge £com it What could Fortoul. do, without, a ministry to 

support him? St. Amaud would only be remembered.as .a poor actor 

in the suburbs of Paris, under the name of Florival. Inferior men 

like thesej who do not represent a pianciple, have of course none to lose 

--i^theytare not the exponents of. anyi^partioaiar.rpoliey,^^ aiid:are;Dot very 

''^tihxky to lesigiirfer axy ressons of pii&oipleal)usdimtidor.po]!k^:depaa^^ 



' Apropos *of tfaeriie^atiQn in tiie eabinet;; iheMan^aur lays s — 

'^'RuDQors are onzreot amcmg the public lofimimstorial diaBfinBums; 
these rumors are &lse, asd there «re no iibaiights of madi&mtiQns in the 
«'«abuiet." 

. Nowv wiifih all defearenoe to the dffiml individinib whDidnewimp:the6e 
^«mphatic Mttie pafagxsphs, it seems to me that sometiziag . likeithis 
wiwdd have .been better ^— 

^ The zmocrrs currentamoBg^ the public of flhos^es in the eahinet are 
"imfinmded. It is true that the abruptness of the amixwnceiaeat of the 

' • It may be well h«re to etate, that ihe exasperation and dwgtist of the public 
were i^eedilydiispeUed, and that the? Empress has aince beo^tsiet as popular and 
aa mueh respected as any lady jraised by, Louis Napoleou to the tlwoiaie <Kmld.hope 
to became. Still, no language is too strong to characterise the dissatisfaction and 
outcry occasioned, at the time, ty tfhe announcement of the intended alliance, 
' It must be remembered, howeycr, that such is the state of morals, that the pre- 
sent popularity of the Empress does not necessarily imply a disbelief of all the 
stories circtijlated at bcr expense at the time of her nii|f«fa^.y^(j(joie: 

r2 
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Emperor's marriage caused some momentary hesitation, ivbi^ was 
happilj conquered by the explanations offered by his majesty." 

This looks timid, howerer. I am not sure that a pimnp falsehotod 
is not more politic and statesman-like; especially when no one will 
daie to contradict you. At any rate, every one knows it is a fabehood, 
for every one is aware that Fortoul and Bineau, and so on, thought <^ 
resigning, till they remembered their salary and their perquisites, and 
that then they thought better of it. 

The Emperor sent for young Napoleon, his cousin, yesterday, told 
bim that he was to be married, and asked him if he had yet fixed hit 
own choice. The latter replied that he had, upon the Princess WagtaA 
The Emperor approved it, and the two marriages will take place at tbe 
same time. 



CHAPTER L3k:xxii. 

THE EMPEEOE EXPLAINS TO THE SENATE aHuT HIS MARRIAGE — mu 
AND MRS. WAGRAM— A BIG PIE— A GENTLEMAN APPARELLED IN THS 
NEW COSTUME. 

January 24th, 1863. 
The address of the Emperor to the Senate, on the subject of his mar- 
riage, has caused, to a certain extent, a reaction in his fB.vor. It has, of 
course, been the subject of endless commentary. The pcuBsage most 
condemned is that referring to the Duchess of Orleans. It is unrrer- 
sally felt that it was imnecessary to insult the Orleans family, in the 
person of one who is a woman, a widow, and an exile. The allusion to 
her being a Protestant, and the declaration that her marriage with the 
Duke grieved the country on account of this difference of religion, is un- 
popular, as the people are tired of such continual truckling to the priest- 
hood. The allusions to the people and to the army were to be expected. 
The passage in which the. Emperor styles himself a parvenu will have 
an immense success in the provinces. It is bold, striking, and ori^^inal 
in the highest degree. I hope it wiU put an end to the laughable efforts 
of the Pay$ and Patrie to discover for the lady a royal ancestry. If the 
Emperor is a parvenu, there certainly is no further necessity fnr ennolding 
the lady, or for giving h«r a large number of titles which she can put to 
no use. Let her insist upon being a parvenue, also; when she becomes 
Empress, no one will care about remembering that she was a "grandee 
of Spain of the first class/' or that she moved in the best society fa 
Madrid. The most suggestive passage of th^^^^j^y^^— 
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"I prefer a woman whom I love and respect to an unknown lady 
whose alliance would have been mingled with sacrifices. Without 
expressing disdain for any one, I yield to my inclinations, but not with- 
eut consulting my reason and my convictions." 

People ask themselves and each other why, if the Emperor thinks a 
royal alliance so undesirable, he ever sought for one j why he courted 
the Princess Wasa from a distance and by proxy ; and why he took it so 
much to heart when she jilted him. But the country at large knows 
nothing about the Princess Wasa. Her name has never been mentioned 
in any French paper in connexion with the Emperor. Ninety-nine 
hundredths of the whole population will never know that the Emperor 
marries Mile de Montijo, after having knocked in vain at several 
palace doors. 

The peroration assures the Senate, that when they know the Empress, 
they wUl acknowledge that '< this time again he has been inspired by 
Providence." An unbeliever might ask when was the first time he was 
80 inspired, ^t let that pass. To the Jbody of the nation the Emperor 
will seem to have chosen his Empress under the influence of the senti- 
ments and principles expreiSsed in this address. Few will know or 
remember that the discourse was an adroit invention, to palliate and 
dignify a choice already decided upon, dictated by passion, and imsup- 
ported by one single suggestion of policy. 

But all this will be at once forgotten, in the splendor of her position. 
The city of Paris is to give her a diamond necklace of the value of 
600,000 francs ; she is to wear Josephine's crown j she is to have ladies 
of honor, and veneurs and equerries and almoners, etc., like any real 
Empress ; she inhabits a palace already, and as the Emperor said in his 
speech, will pray with him for the prosperity of France. Paris is 
getting somewhat over its indignation, though the bankers have lost 
confidence in the sound judgment of Louis Napoleon. Perhaps, said a 
man deep in railroads, he will solne day take it in his head to commit 
snioide, and if he makes up his mind to do it nothing on earth can 
stop him. 

Tnere is no doubt that our fair sovereign is a woman of wit. The 
Royal party were one day playing at blind-man's-buff at Compiegne. The 
Emperor, who was the blind man, caugh); the Spaniard, and m guessing 
at her name, placed a crown of flowers upon her head. " Sire," she said, 
''this crown is too hght.^ She was thinking of a heavier one, and, in 
fiu^t, Josephine's is heavier. 

Poor Napoleon Jerome! I told you in my last that his marriage 
'vronld take place at the same time with his cousin's. So he thought a 
week ago ; but he knows now that it will not take place at all^at least 
with the Princess Wagram. Mr. and Mrs. Wagram do not want him. 

Digitized by V^jOO^ IC:^ 
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To console him for tliis disappointnront, the BmpePttr has made- him 
General of Dirision!! His miKtarT experience has beew eonfined to- 
what he might obtain as a. lieutenant of artiliary! The ofioes aaai 
honors heaped upon Jerome, fathier, and Jerome l^poleon^ seai;.. are 
really becoming onerous. If Pius IX. shoold'diej I skouid expect: to see 
Jerome made Pope. 

The Empress will not appear in society till die af^^eaxs at ha:'ovmi, 
palace as its mistress. The balls, th««ft)i«, whi<^ were to have taken 
place between now and then are postponed until alter the great e^eoL, 
The provider of the solid portion of tlte supper for tb.e bail to^haTre taken 
place at the Luxembourg to-morrow night, aS^srs an enormous-supply of.' 
meat pies, hams, pat^s de fbie grasj cold chick^sns, sandwiches, etci, te; 
what they will bring. ITie ball is put off for a fortnight. I o<aglifc toe 
know something about the reduction inprioesj fdrl bought this- morning 
a magniiteent chateau of" crust, containing among other- things the* foot 
and twenty blackbirds compceing thefaawm^'dcdnjy dish so fit to fae'set: 
before a king. I paid but fifteen- francs for it, and Msdame Qptel skowfd. 
me where it WHS charged to the Grand Befereodaire at* forty-five* As 
select party make merry over it to-nigfct. 

Sarda Qarriga, the* govemmBnt commissary at Gayerme,. Ims'heea- 
rettalled in disgrace. You remen^ber' liiat h»> celebmted tbs 15(h of? 
August by giving the convicts- a din»er' and:: baU. At the banqnst: 
a well-known murderer" made a speech in' f&roT of the- coupa ^etat. 
He approved highly of that rigorous and bloody proceeding. Ever', 
since that, it has been the opinion- of the Minister of MaiinB* that M: 
Garrigais incompetent; His successor faas'sail^ 

I regret • to say that * the prqj ect ' of abolishing'.' tM« otegrw* or ' hired- 
applause in theatres has utterly faiiisd. The' silence' wbs' subterraneia^ 
and I am bound to acknowledge that tko- absence' of the okt^ige ynati 
worse than its presencci The directors ' of tiie twenty theatteff han^. 
received official notice that the interact' laid npon tho^ insdtotumf'is* 
withdrawn. The legions resumed- their plaee^ last mght under' tko 
twenty chandeliers, and, as I can testify, made up amply for losttimBi 

Oh ! if you* could but see* your humblo servant m the noii/i^'oostiinm^ at 
the Tuiferies/ spite of' the respect yon* natural! j^ feel for him em yxmsr 
Paris correspondent, you would.be nwyved* to- laiaghter. ^ow,- aSSit' 
stockings, tights, a waistcoat wiffi lappets, aveivet* coat -with* aistending 
coUar, and^, worse than all^ a cocked^hat* and a^ sw^rd^^such' 10 tfaia 
marvellous tout ensemble. The sight of one's seif'in it suggeste A^&noy 
ball attmce-^but when you' are deHv«red at the TttMeries^^ yoo, rstlmr 
incline- to* th^ idba of amateurtheatricaia-. Thfire^isf a nuHV dressed aa «an'. 
Eikrperor, but neitircrlooking the part nor acting' it j tkfer© is a man ia- 
the habit-of a marshal of France, but whose- ti^jjii^ijy^^g^ piopogptiaaa 
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remind yon of the strong man at the cbcus, who catdies cannon-balls on- 
the nape.of his neck ; there are small men seeking to pass for great men- ; 
tad "men striving to look like good men ; and women of loose character j 
tl»ngh of high rank, putting on the semblance of virtne and morality. 
If hy any chance there are decent people there, they are assimilated tO' 
ihe rest by the garments they are compelled to assume. If you ne'rer 
thought so before, your fancy dress convinces you now, that th» whole 
thing is a play — not perhaps a farce, for itis not intended as a joke^ 
hat a tragedy, with Shales or some otiierpoor stick in the principal cha- 
racter. He means what he does in good eaniesty. but" many (rf* the^* 
audience take it in jest. The cldque is vigorous and indefatigable — 
but the uninterested spectators sigh for a turnip or aa ofange) a& the 
most energetic mode of expressing their unsought- opinion; 



CHAPTER LXXXlir. 



MaOBIXICT, THE MABAIED MAST— A GRAND .CEBEMON.Y AT NOTllE DAHE 

A DISMAL IJULU^I£SATIOIf'--GBASBrTOW£L ^A^'D££BC^I£FS. 

February 3td, 1853. 
Mr. and Mrs. BbNAPARTE are spending the honeymoon at St. Cloud — 
or, as I ought to say, the honey-week — for it is to the compass of seven 
days that the wedding absence has been diminished. To reduce the events ? 
of the last sennight to the compass of a letter, is a task of no small 
difficulty. They might be appropriately called the seven ages, with so 
many incidents and adventures are they crammed— the civil marriage at 
the Tuileries, the religious marriage at Notre Dame, the departure for 
St. Cloud,, the acclamations of the multitude (according to the Patrie), 
the illumination of Paris (if you believe the Mxmiteur), ajid thte rejoicings 
of: France far and vride (if- we can trust the ConstiMionnel). The 
details of 'the weddnrgalone- occupy eight cohmins in th© latter joutoaL 
Of course, I must* reduce tins to its lowest* propoitionsr Yom cannot 
expect anything^ more than the tongue of*the peroook, altbio«gh tha 
gaudy bird has been tsMxt^- especial pains ol late to sho^' u*> the- 
briUiancy of ^ his plumage-, and the magnificeaoe- of < hk taiL 

On Saturday nighty the ^^th- of ' Jianuary, at- eight o'eloek, the Qnind« 
Mfistert)f Ceremonies arrived at the Elysee, "with, two ceort caniftgesrto i 
conduct the imperial hride to the Tiulenes. She was- reottvsd there byt 
the imperial family, who conducted hra* iafto the presence of the bride- 
groom. Louis Napoleon vras surrounded by admirals, cardinals, mar- 
shals^ ministen^ and the covps^ di^omatiqae. The two prow^flsionfi 
mingled inte one^ and proceeded to> th»' Salle des Mareshaux^ tfasiSflenftj 
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of tide civil ceremony. Achiilo Fonld, Minister of State, was the 
atrr. Jie ajkeii bcUx ciu) bride and bridegroom the questiou usual in 
suk^b K^kMiS : Do t'ou, N., take tliis woman, etc. etc. They both replied 
that Uu>y did, and Mr. Fould then declared them to be united in mitr- 
niage. The grand register was then signed by their Majesties, and 
afterwards by everybody else. There were no less than eighty-nine 
signatures appended to the instroment. 

Their Majesties then retired. 

Their Majesties soon appeared again, having doubtless taken a small 
instalment of the joys supposed to be consequent upon ceremoniaJs of 
the sort. A concert took place at the theatre of the palace, to whirh 
the whole company repaired. The diplomatic corps occupied the boxes, 
and the senators the pit. The claque -was composed of admirals, cardi- 
nals, and that sort of persons, and was led by the Minister of Poliee. 
Boger and Tedesco sang a cantata, compost for the occasion; ^ 
orchestra executed the overture to Guillaume Tell, and the performance 
conchided with a grand chorus. Mrs. B. was then re-conducted to the 
Elysee, in the same state as before. "Wheni say " state," you will un- 
derstand "magnificence," "ceremony." In the other sense of the weid 
"state," the expression would be inaccurate — ^for she came a maidoi 
and went away a wife. 

At half-past eleven the next day, the Empress' cortege left the Elya^ 
again for the Tuileries and Notre Dame. The lady was composed, but very 
pile. There was a large crowd, and she bowed repeatedly ; but I 
saw no one return the salutation. Not a hat was raised, not a vira 
uttered, not a handkerchief waved. The only sentiment manifested was 
Quriosity. I saw none of the " sympathetic respect," or " ardent adhe- 
sion," that the reporter of the Patrie, who was not there, discovered. 
The Empress was received again in the Salle des Marechaux by the 
Emperor, and at a quarter-past twelve the procession left the palace. 
A strong detachment of military led the way; then came three 
squadrons of dragoons, the carriages of the ministers, the households 
of the Princess Mathilde and of the Empress. A squadron of guides 
closed this part of the procession. Next came a carriage, drawn by six 
horses, containing the household of the Emperor ; another, also drawn 
by six horses, containing the Princess Mathilde; a third, with six 
horses, containing the elder and younger Jerome. Then followed the 
state-carriage, drawn by eight bay horses, and — allow me for this occa- 
l^on to adopt the type-setting of ^the Moniteur — containing 
LTEMPEREUR, 
L'IMPERATRICE. 

The carriage was the one which was used by Napoleon I., and was 
of rather a quamt shape to modem ey^.^ TJie^^^^ers wers 
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sonnted by postillions, and grooms held the bridles of the other horses. 
A marBhal of France rode at either door. The rear was brought up by 
a brilliant staff of generals, aides-de-camp, and orderly officers of his 
Majesty. 

. The route was sparsely decorated. It lay through the new Rue de 
HiToli, which is not yet inhabited, and could not naturally offer much 
ornament. The Louvre, Hotel de Ville, and the bridge, were, of course, 
hxmg with banners and streamers. The latter Ixjre, for the most part, 
the letters " N." and " N. E.," which were meant for Napoleon and 
\Eugenie, but which looked amazingly as if meant to indicate the direc- 
tion of the wind. The streets in this part of the city are generally 
narrow, which perhaps caused the crowd to appear larger than it really 
was; but I think I haye never seen a more dense mass of people 
than was collected along the line. I never before saw people so 
-willing to put up with indifferent places, to look round comers, and 
through chinks and crannies — in case they could do no better — ^than on 
this occasion. Many positively risked their lives upon the scaffoldings 
of the unfinished houses in the street, and upon the almost crumbling 
walls of those that were in course of demolition. The curiosity to get 
It glimpse of the Empress was inmiense— but there was no cheering, 
nothing but a hum of suppressed exclamations, as the imperial, chariot 
appeared ia sight. 

The old cathedral was magnificently adorned, both inside and out. 
A spacious canopy had been raised over the grand entrance and two 
side doors, to receive the imperial pair. It was painted in the style of 
the mediaeval ages — ^green largely predominating. Above this, long 
streamers of green velvet floated in the wind ; upon them were the letters 
** N, E.,'' and as the breeze was thus indicated to come from the north- 
east, they sailed off towards the south-west. Higher than all, the old 
towers were completely covered with gold brocade. This front entrance 
was reserved for their Majesties and the diplomatic co];ps. The nume- 
rous side-doors were for the various categories of invited guests, furnished 
with tickets of different colors. 

To describe the appearance of the interior as it should be described, 
my space will not permit. Crimson velvet, gilt eagles, green drapery, 
ermine, gold lace, green velvet studded with golden stars, garlands and 
festoons of flowers, were employed in unstinted profusion, to transform 
the severe architecture of the cathedral, and to cause it to assume as 
gay an air as the occasion required. A forest of chandeKers, holding 
20,000 wax candles, was suspended from the arched roof. The immense 
nave had been divided into aisles, tribunes, etc., expressly for the occa- 
sion. Uhe church was extremely cold, although huge braziers had been 
burning under the side galleries since the day before, by VjOOj^ie 
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The ATcOmishop of Fttns offiotslecL Wben tiie greafe teU begtarto^ 
nst^^rlie mpuLtoi thfeir- Majesties' a^roads— he oehraaeed akH^I^ 
ainie, loifDwea bfiufr clei*^« HtreceWvd LL. M/M. at 1^ p<^ail, aadr 
ofiered tnem the piece of the true cross to kiss, which Notre Dam«-pre- 
saEvei' OB its most sacred telicL !FV>iir eeoleaiastias -then held a' daas - ov^ 
tfa» imperial paiTy' and shdtered hf this aiming,* the^adraBeedrt^'tbei 
chaxeh^ Opent-glaases were now levelled at the ' EmpreBB- from esvfxw 
pair of e7«B in the Cat^edsal. Sllio was veiypaie) and locked neitherte 
the right nor to the left The masters of c^pemonies ^owed the diffep-' 
ent persons cora^ising the corHge. to the* seats ^assrigfued them. Tft» ' 
E&nt Almoner held the Bmpmw's pvayer^heoti, and the~<)rand Oiamber» 
laJZE his htft; 

On tho'XOBuaeneement of theceremony, the Inide andh^egroeBi fno* 
oeeded t4> the foot of thie altar, and gave each otfamr the right haxtd. Tlii' - 
qoBstiomi sad aasw^ers ' new followed in qnidr enoeessioo'.' A^yast dM-of 
nra mme r y V with? wibp tapors and' Fa;ter9,- hoi^ ws.ter and' censera^ wb»' 
then gone" tiisougb with. A ck(»r of 600 sang^ thet Dorame S w li urn , Tbe ' 
itgister was again signed 'by the pxineipsd parties t^neemed. - Then' thb 
master of oeremomes intimated to* the binshing cotiple that tiie perfinm- ' 
anee was over. The dowi^erMbnl^o wept 'abimAtn'tiy, it appears. 

Tlie prseessBon reached' the Ttrileries at a (juarter to three. The l&a^ 
press was showered with bouquets by the everlasting Dames de M Hafflk*'' 
A-yast (»owd cctteeted in the garden, and about half an homr-afterwards, 
ttieir Majesties appeai-edon the* balcony. The- Emperor- took the hand' 
of die Empress, and saluting the people, presented her - to them as hS 
true and lawftd bride^ Hardly one raised las voice or lifted \ds hat ' 
The silence'was'painfTttljand' Ishoidd haye been glad to* hSave led' a 
hearty cheer 'myself, to hoyo relieyed her fi'om her- mortifying position. 
She seemed to ^rinfc back, as- if chilled by the coldhess of ' tfe welcome. 
The Emperor was yisibly moved, and drew her back into the palace. 
The Americans' who saw^tMs scene, express themselves as pained by it ; 
and' wonder -that: the nation that*prides itself on being Id phis poUe de la 
terre, could ever have committed an act so little in accordance with its 



Th&ifin]B»a!ti(m in th& evening was ghastly. It- was certainlj^ the 
most *deeided.of the- many failnres of ^he kind since the advent ~ of' Louis 
Napoleon. The Blys^^ had been dressed*' in light by the Municipal 
GouBoil 5 the Hetel do* Wle was edged with- jets of gas, and the more 
pR>minen6'pttbiie'btazlclihgs were trimmed* with' fi^e ; but the unofficial 
dBeoral90Q*'was more searaty than- ever before* I saw- a block of eight- 
steiy:h»use»iin' lim* most' frequented portion of tfie Boulevards, with 
p«rhaps>alnmd»edTmidowsonthe<£ront, with' one imdecided glimmer- 
ing transparency hanging from an upper balc^^^ ^y 'E^^yj^tcJ^o ^ "wbe- 
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ther this was meant in derision or not, but it looked very much like it. 
HowcTer, their Majesties were in blissfiil ignorance of the cool enthu- 
giasm of their loving subjects^ fepthey had left several hours before for 
Si Cloud. 

When speaking of the procession, just now, I'might have mentioned' 
an incident furnished me by an eye-witness : — The National Guard were 
formiag the hedge along 'the route ; a superior officer thus addressed 
them : " When lie Empress passes, put your caps on the point of ^'our 
[bayonets,^ shake- them in the air, and shout * Vive I'lmperatrice !' The 
Emperor 'wHi not' be jealou&i These ace the orders of. the General.'' 
[So he went along the line, repeating: these diceetioDs... When her- 
^ajesty pasaedv not a man toc^ofip his cap ; not a. man uttered ^Viya! 
Smy speeiMei of the^soeoe has fdmilac accounts- to. give o£ his ezpcoiT 
esse. 

TheEfesproR did^inotacc^ thediamondnscklao& of. 600,000 &a&cs* 
0&radher'by^thedtyof'Paxis;.8hB;reqiiested that the: sum.. might be. 
dwroted Uh works o£ chanty; This is Looift Napolfioaic all over f and. I 
QiidflnlKiui ^bttt the Mumoi|ial . Qouncil receiTed orders to. vote. the sum. 
in qofistbn^ that: herrrMagesiy might gradeiHsly reqii^ . its. employment 
in objeetii qf- h«niiwriiiBnoa> The> Empress^ jeweU are, therefore, less 
mmwroiuEP dian; they would. otiterwtBe rhave beeo^ . But the diamonds 
aponrthebiBding* of hBr'prayenbook alone. axe. worth. 20,000 &ancs.. 

The two di^aseaiiakerff in icnown.were dmrgiedi with. her. ladyshipifl 
gvwas; MUe Yigiieran with the day-dresses, aEadiM'UePalmiyre with, 
these of the" evenisg. Thirty-four: were: finidied by thes former on 
Satnrday night, and ttranty-firas by the: Jaabteri.. To describe them i& out 
of the questiMi. 

The pooket-handkerchiefe made for the Empress cost 2,000 francs 
apieeei The embroidery was so ti^dck. that the handkerchief, to the. 
touch, seemed as heavy as a crasb-towel. Not one thread of the original. 
&bric was left — Uke the jack-knib<thaty by dint of new bkdes and new 
lumdles^ iweoqfie another jack«kni& aitogether. 
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CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

THE HONEY-WEEK: A CROWD OF INSURGENTS PARDONED IN COVSK* 
QUENCE — THE DRAMATISTS OF UNCLE TOM HAVE A SINGITLAR IDBA: 
OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY— FRENCH NOTIONS ON VELVBT, YELLOW^ 
KISSING, AND TETE-A-TETES. 

February 7th, 1853. 
The honey-week has been unattended with important events. The 
happy pair have been uninterrupted in their sylvan retreat. The 
Emperor has been to Paris but once, and of conrsc nothing could be 
expected to happen at such an inopportune moment. He appears from, 
time to time at the Bois de Boulogne in an open carriage with the 
Empress, followed by another open carriage, containing the four ladies' 
of ihe palace. The promenaders treat them with indifference. Every- 
body must have satisfied his •curiosity on the day of the processioii t»^ 
Notre Dame, for her Majesty has nearly ceased to create a sensatioB. 
She passes almost unnoticed, and the Parisians, from the most excitable 
and vivacious of people, are rat)idly becoming the most in^assible. The 
squibs continue, however, and many of them will live as the hest 
specimens of epigrams extant in the lang^uage. There could certainly he 
nothing more melancholy than this spectacle of a whole population 
amusing themselves at the expense of a woman, if her character were 
really damaged by it. But in France, and generally on the Continent, 
such circumstances are of comparatively little weight. 

Her Majesty was the other day indirectly accused of causing a rise in 
the price of the necessaries of life. A group.were reading, in the street^ 
a placard, annoimcing that the Municipal Council had voted an enormooi 
sum for her diamond necklace. ^'Ah!" said a'lKiutty faced ^oman, 
"that's why oil has gone up three cents a pound!" She thoi^it the 
octroi duties had been augmented to defray the outlay for jttydry. 

The schoolboys had a two days' vacation in honcn: o^ ihe imperial 
nuptials. The army had a double ration of wine, in commemomtion of 
the same event. "One ration," says the Mbniteur, "will be drunk with 
the morning's soup, the other with the regular evening meal." 

The Moniteur has published the names of 4,312 persons pardoned, 
recalled from transportation or from exile, relieved from surveillance, or 
released from prison, on the occasion of the Emperor's marriage. The. 
public are certainly gratified at seeing such a number of their felloV* 
citizens restored to home and liberty ; but 1 do not see that his Mafesty 
has gained anything by it, for this reason : the offenders are liberated, 
not because they are discovered to have been wrongly confined, or 
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because their time has expired, or for any reason connected with the 
public good, but because the Emperor is married. If, therefore, he had 
married six months ago, they might haye been released six months 
eabrlier. If he had delayed his nuptials a year, they -v^ould probably 
ktfre been detained so much longer. Those who believe thai all 
these imprisonments were made unnecessarily and imjustly, find in 
this manner of conducting the jail deliveries a corroboration of their 
opinions. 

The MoniteWf containing the names of the individuals released, met 
with an enormous sale. Everybody had a curiosity, more or less nearly 
interested in the names, to satisfy. No person of note is included in the 
anmesty. Upon the lists, however, are several members of the late 
National Assembly, either exiled or internes (compelled to reside in 
certain assigned limits), and seven editors of departmental journals. 

Uncle Tom, dramatized at the Ambigu, narrowly escaped a forced sus- 
pension, on its very first night. Senator Bird is sitting at a table, quietiy 
sipping his tea. Mrs. Senator Bird commences the conversation : — 

« Well, husband, what are they doing in the senate ? " 

" Oh 1 nothing worth mentioning."** 
. That was all, but it was enough. The audience saw fit to apply the 
ijiuendo to the senate at Paris, and immediately went off in a hurricane 
of applause. The director behind the scenes was ready to tear his hair 
in dec^>air. He doubted vbether the play would ever see its second 
night, for audiences have already, once or twice, drawn down suppres- 
sion upon dramas, by putting iaterpretations, never intended or imagined 
by the authors, upon passages, susceptible like this, of a double entendre. 
Nothing came of it, however. The next day passed over without the 
manager's receiving any official notification ; and on the second repre- 
sentation, the objectionable conversation was found to have disappeared. 

The grand scei^ pf the dramatic version is the fiight of George, Eliza, 
Tom, and litticr^arry, down the Ohio. I presume this scene is not in 
the romance, as Mrs. Stowe, certainly, would not have made her cha- 
racters, in escaping from Kentucky to Canada, take a row-boat and 
follow the current of that noble stream. If I remember right, the Ohio 
flows towards slave territory and not from it. However, let that pass. 
The stage represents the width of the river, the extremity being the 
opposite bank« As the curtain rises the four fiigitives are discovered 
in a boat in the middle of the stage. It does not move, but its progress 
is «hown by the passing of the distant mountains, which skirt the oppo- 
site shore. For ten minutes this moving panorama continues, and if 
you half shut your eyes, the illusion is perfect. The slave himters 
pursue them, and from time to time a rifle bullet whisties past their 
ears. They make up their minds to go over the rSpi^^in their boat in 
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quest of eilker Ifbeity or desth. By .-degrees ' &e i 
represents tke river as 'te<iten 'liy.BothsjaBdjuiaBds;;; :tbBywaJbn k/t- 
comes agftatrdyOBd the imrreKt is^evidestky. deaeeii^big lOvegattL -iiwlBMyl 
and stony bed. The scene lUM^ipafisss. nrace iTBpidfy,.iiidBcatiiig'4lie 
Mcelerated motion of the boat. .The isaiser &cts «ndi&otlui,.^BXkdthe 
-points of jagged roeiDS xaise their :heaiB<aibore 'its dsviel. /The>iKWi.iBiw 
^begin^o donee, and the -firightenedraiaves dking* io'ieock^otfaAB/for ai|^ 
port. The rapids approach in earnest — ^the boat starts oyer tineJUl, 
sndtgoes bouncing,' jmmdng, jalting:idown to ^eiinttom. .iJiistrthBenHie 
fttemcJuae arrtT«sior flight. Lflicer/.Hialey, and^^pvjrcoisiiL'it. iB«r 
liieygo in' their tnni. 'Topsygms T nfrrn hin rnifjTfrfirjpyiif n fn ithr ahapri 
«f a blow in the back of'thetiieck'inn;&, a i»tbhBt,2aadfI ima^^iBadbe 
*neTer knew whether it was the weapcni or iherrapids'rflihich.^iuihai 
him. An •act drop de t^monstance .now aoBoeailB ihe stage. . Tt mpiwiiiii 
iiie bottom of ike rapids. The 'remnants of a shaitared . i>ont» snd i&mt or 
two fragments of .an ocr, suggest ther>&te 4fi ^he. afere^eaiatuiDSy 'lehAe.a 
patch of tranqnil'^v^er zntiK dashmBP, Aolds' ont 'the-Jnopet tiMfct..iib 
fiigitives earned a happier ftlc ./fihe ovtainxiaea vpsiLiheeJbnl^WUtaER. 
Bat this deserves a separate paragraph. 

•Th&. stage Mprsaents that>pai!tk)n of ;North Ameaion/kxMwinaB flnaubt. 
fTogcttoityaa.gosonthwsxd>dQr«fli;tihe Ohiftj ffflltnnin|7Ttnwiwnrjiid 
gmng oTeri its xapkLs. .The.aoBnery waeidi have ifaeein. higbky\iatkimmd 
for BraiSl. Th^ re were fiahn. trees, and sdate trees, land: cooomhi^Aew^ 
and -magDolias, and* gigantic • (keeping platats,. andia^itilijdcyqglemBfl^ 
thnragh hanzian t • foliage, aheiiered . fireBhwster « sonraGflyiiand la ihalm^ 
•air. I eonld hear the bozsang jof .Tnoafoitofis, - aid thonght-^aanvmiaii^ 
•way off, a monkey hanging by Ids tail to^a /mai^go-ireeyiinBLd^Muildi^ 
montibs at a mooeasin-snake. Onatree inithedbregronndiea i 
witii the Mlewing inseripiion : — 

QANADul 
'Tserr* ^Xiibsie. 

When I was last in CaBada, I^aiwthis -voy tree, and thus vesytf 

board. 'Hie snbjeot master was idiffecentyiiDwwer. Itveadtfan»: — 

Montreal 1 75 miles tJ^ 

4^ Quebec IQ^mnksB, 

The four relfogees amye, and salute l^e land <. of .iiberiy, while fha 
Budienee hail their csaope with transports of lappianse. .What they .dA 
next I am unable* to say, for the curtain fell for the last tune. Oaaada 
seemed to be unii^abitedy and theyannst ihaTeinen badly off for&ad. 
But the miraculous fortune which had befriended them liius &rydaoh(r 
less stood them in stead ta the end. . A £Edl of 'manna perhaps anoceeded 
tile fall of the cm-tain j afld I . can easily believe that in ihat tzepml 
forest there was no lack of locusts and wild honeys ^<J^gi<^ 
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'^kereAs net ^enif Bcen&. of cruelty in jbhe play, aowvitlfxl hf Ji ^auttter • 

^joket- 1? the oniy 4}fil«tal "peraoneeg^e, 'and Tpoortk jusisoo jsis dcetaci /out^ 

i^m ' l^'Ti^wy, jvst half * a soooad before^ke^woald Jft&TeslMen ibix)i|gbt to 

«Ei 0ad Irf ^ Topsy Turry, 

'^^emiy*Bmved Afoericans ahv^s caiyrcag JBwmingted «wrprifl6 .«t floo 

'^^ftvaBtftDg'a baU'LFOiNn here with ^ baU-zoams'thcrf' hare. left behisd. 

The distinguishing features of difference 4»ePtiie£iftR?WBrd.jBuamers. of Ibe 

yoiTHg HHrnairkd laflties ^at home, and their ^retbwg : akfmagnor ihere. 

TIhs d!ffereHee<€s^worthniaking a note >6f. Msrned.AaMBB 4^011.1^ 

' eontinefit-£fVi^ay mad .give tone' to sooiefy, '^wiiEle 'dn ^Amectoa it • is i to 

' those ladies' whose 'youth -ftiid slight .expexieneeiiasnderTliieJr'.caBiKar- 

- CKtion and rmeJHievs tmytlemg but infltructiye : or.iutereBtiug, that the 

I !ta& of scetmnsBg-Boetal latapoirarBeds Gttnmitted. Ysiii.ll Immr ^^idsat 

^ aryoimg 4ady in a ball-'room is at home. Let ' me <8ay joa.: a . few words 

whfttr she* is in a ball-^Foom here. 

^In Hie first i^oce, a young naLmamed lady. is expectod to Arem 

<-moii€irtiy and maipty. '8he oaanot wear ^elyet, nor lace ; she cannot 

• dRBS in yeileiw ; she-oannot wear jewelry^ Gsceptpcxha^is cap^sings, 

contaiizhig eaeh amngle diaaDonNi with as Qxtbie settiog .aff^poB»ble. . Itis 

.^eiily of late that- fllie has^'been^alfelowed' tcxapftend flounees to her-^wsas, 

land ^ acrange her hair with 'SXtifioLal -iiowevs. She 'inay v^wsar; jyao 

l^pearis, bntnot Teal ones-^may wear- necklaces. aaid bracelLete lof' eorai, 

«ivory, small agates, etc., bict not of precious Btones. Site eami«t . gcrtooi 

•Jbdll without her mother or an eideriy lady to chaperoaeher ;^«he ooBBOt 

^jgo -alone witii her fether. She mast be aceonqiandied by a lady, by 

.'^iRioseside shermaybe always 8ua?e of. a seat. -She stays with her^mcrthsr 

*.or chaperon throughout the evening, except when she dances, and then 

t «h)es mot i»«T«' her plaoe* till the music giyeff the signal ; - sheTetiHns to it 

ijhe moment the dance is over. She cannot.promenade with her par^aier 

—"a ate-d'ieie is hopeless; a private interview in a comer, or %ehind^a 

curtain, would compromise her for ever. Tlie free and easy manners df 

«n Aanerican parlor transported into the FaraboTn-g St. Germain would 

make a Frenchman imagine he was hardly in respectable society. 

This restraint is necessary ' for many reasons. A gentleman, invited 
by the lady of a house, is considered authorised to ask any lady present 
if to dance, without introduction, it is evident, however, that' he cannot 
I expect to become an acquaintance, or to claim anything farther than tiro 
I honor of the dance. Again, if the same fecilities were allowed in 
► France for the intimacy of young women and young men that are per- 
'initted in America, the most disorganising consequences would ensue 
\ At home I believe that the freedom of intercourse between the sexes 
! leads to but little disorder and no laxity of morals. I have heard that 
our young ladies go alone to the theatre with young men, -go to walk 
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with them^ to ride with them (aleigh^riding, even). &aa onucs %aB« 
perhaps, only a kiss or two the worse. This womd not ao herr a 
young lady seen walking or riding with a gentleman in Pans woukI Of* 
supposed to be lost, and probably the supposition would be correct ii 
insurmountable obstacles are thrown in the way of a greater fanaliafify 
between masters and misses, it is because they have been found, owing to 
the state of morals, indispensable. 

American feunilies that liye here as residents are of course obliged to 
bring, up their daughters in the French fEishion. They never leave thair 
mothers' side, and walking, driving, and theatre-going with them« is^ 
much out of the question as keeping company with the stars. 

But fEunilies not familiar with Paris sometimes make a v^ry stcaoge 
appearance without knowing it. I remember to have seen, some tkae 
since, a very beautiful young lady walking arm-in-arm with a da^aag- 
looking New-Yorker, on the Champs £lys§es. They had beeii sjooof- 
tomed to do so, I believe, on the Fifth Avenue. I thought it my da^ 
to go straight to the fair offender's mother, and remonstrate against & 
proceeding so inadmissible. The young lady dislikes me to this day, 
though she now knows enough of French manners to blush scarlet wh«i- 
ever she thinks of the appearance she must have made on her first apd 
last Parisian promenade. In an American parlor, too, one night, I saw 
a Boston girl, who supposed herself still in Beacon-street, get behind a 
door and talk through the crack with a Baltimore boy ! Two Frenoh 
ladies who were in the room seriously contemplated rushing out of. tfce 
house, as they were hardly sure that the place was respectable. Not 
wishing to earn this girl's hatred, too, I got somebody else to immolate 
himself, and to restore the two French ladies' composure. 

As to the imbridled opportunities for talking and laughing whifih 
exist at home between the young people of bo^ sexes, I am ioLd they 
are productive of more harm than good— in one respect — they lower the 
tone of society, by substitudng for sensible and entertaining conversa- 
tion the triviality peculiar to "sweet sixteen" when allowed to run 
wild; and my own experience teaches me that the twaddle of boys and 
girls in a ball-room is neither calculated to improve the understaiidingi 
nor to strengthen the head, nor to inculcate humility and the graces of 
simplicity, nor to prepare the mind for the studies and duties which 
ought to be the chief occupation of persons not half-way through their 
teens. 
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CHAPTER LXXXV. 

»KE FBENZT BEEAKS OUT AGAIN, IN THE FORM OP ADDRESSES OF 

CONGRATULATION — A DISTINGUISHED CLAQUEUR— A THEATRICAL 

PBEFECT. 

February 13tli, 1858. 
All the municipal councillors in France have sent, are sending, or will 
send, addresses of congratulation to the Emperor on his marriage. 
These councillors were, you will remember, all government candidates 
at the elections, and to felicitate his Msjesty on his nuptials is naturally 
one of the principal ' features of their duty. The Moniteur publishes 
about fifty of these addresses a day. They are all on the high pressure 
principle, and their adoration for the Empress is folly equal to that of 
the Magi at Bethlehem. The foUowing gives a fair idea of these 
extnuodioary emanations : — 

"Sire, — In choosing a companion according to the dictates of your 
heart, your Majesty has rendered homage to the dignity of marriage, 
which supposes the previous union of souls. 

**ln choosing her good, your Majesty has ensured your own happiness, 
and furnished a precious guarantee for that of France. Already do 
misfortune and affliction, so difiPerent in %eir causes, smile and hope : 
la bonne demoiselle est assise sur le tr$ne. 

« Eugenie (what a sweet name!) means well-horn. Body, soul, mind, 
birth, everything confirms the name of our Empress. Her birth made 
her grande d'Espagne; her high qualities would render her grande 
everywhere else. 

<'8he asks for the love of the French. They could not invest it better; 
but let them repress the ardor of their hearts. Too much love doth 
bum. 

**Sire, the municipal coimcil of Neuilly compliments the husband in 
the wife. A more personal compliment would perhaps be out of place, 
etc. etc." 

What must be the feelings of our young sovereign, at seeing herself 
the object of aU this eulogy, knowing, as she must, that it is entirely 
filstitious, and in fact ordered from Paris P What must she think, when 
she accompanies the Emperor to a review at Versailles, and not an 
incdvidual salutes either him or her, to read in the Moniteur of the next 
morning, that "their Majesties were everywhere received with marks of 
the most cordial sympathy." On the balcony of the Tuileries I told you 
she shrunk back instinctively from the chilling silence of 10,000 men 
and women. But she read in the Pays, a few^hcmrs later, that her 

u 
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appearance at the window was the signal for deafening shouts of " Vive 
flmperatrice !*' What must she think of all this ? She is hcginning to 
look thonghtful, if not sad, and few persons think her happy. A better 
and more worthy tone is perceptible in the public mind in regard to her, 
however. She rides out every day from three to five, and the four exits 
from the palace are all left open, that the people may not know through 
which she is to pass. A division of the crowd is thus eiTccted; She 
speaks English and French correctly and fluently, although Spanish ia 
her native language. 

A diBtingtdfihed daqmeftr has just died athiicocmtry-seat in the sooth 
of France ; for it sterns that a eiaqueur may aequire both distinction aod 
a comfortable independence, like tmj one elm. His father was a chefds 
claque before bdm, and used. tr> boauBtof^hcmng kiivoi, ot smarted, M^ 
Flore, Vexnet, and Odry, all of whom aire now deajd.. He is isaid to ha^ 
originated the art of nroduladng' the es^ession of fedliag aAooxdki§ t» 
the subject; He invented thMnvrmur (^Bappic»»edidetkigbfc, thasdixick 
of terror, the burst, as it were, of extorted laughter^ .and tht* oetigieate*' 
latoiy bravo. It was said in Ms^ psnisEr^ tha^ he: heftieoded. yxRaig 
authors, and vrag as-8temly iirrpMrtial ay xtnAtP • the ! ciponMwtanefw o£ Im 
profession it was poissible to bei.' He ledrtheio2«r$9airof;thft Amifa^fu: It 
happened that he wiui bosised, in. hiir disfsant ^^Ui^ on. thiei isafla^^day-Bs 
one of Cfaxcrleff X?B senatora^ attti a Mlowseoftttxr^.whio vrmeA.inm 
Paris to pronounce a dueourse over'hi»'colleagpW& remains^ by noDsiafce 
joined the procession which wa» fbllowing the coffin of the claquenr*^ 
But his speech: was not very inappropnste.. He spoke of th&Zutcr»'of 
the deceased's life ; * new Imtre means 'chandolter, aad all {ilaqueur$ skr 
under the ciiandMier. He dilated upon the apjplaif9& thsA he had ceoir 
stantly excited, and the eagerness with which "siil around him huL 
sought tbffjllowhii? example/*" IlieTBrfortiinate senator, in the msaea- 
time, was going to his graive unJi&nored^ and uMBung. It is tile son of- 
the claqueur so interred that has just departed this Hfe. He had lanc^ 
St. Ernest, Chilly, and Atnai, e^' of whom are living aad popiolar 
fiivorites. The clafuenr mij probably be pensitted: to imagine that it 
is he who has made them popular ; but I still cling to the idea that they 
have earned their position by their talents and exertioBs. "Was- there 
ever an iostance of the chque rendtwnrg a bad; ateter paptdar ? 

The prefect of Nantes, who is' a terribl* man in the theatrical Wtty> 
has just interdicted the perf6rmance of Mehard Illi in that city* It. 
was played eighty-fom' nights in stKcession here, and I cannot isMtgter 
why it cannot be played at Nantfesr. The • prefect does not give hia 
reasons. Perhaps he is a hunchback, and'doe<» not like 1» see hisrl^oa 
upon the stage ; orperhaps he has suffocated some of his relations ia the 
Tower, who might Have became dangesrous rivals to the pfg lbctw wt 
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This is the tiikd pky that tiiis peraoa baB.sHspoiQded; la. Tow derl^s!©, 
Mfidame Diogene, and Iticfaard III., xiiil acQff»t6iiit Pam. 



CHAPTER LXXXVI. 



HOLIDAY SCENES— THE FAT WOMAN AND TH£ NONDESCRIPT— PLAYTNa 
THE VIOLIN UNDER DIFFICULTIES—ABD-EL-KADER AND COAL-BLACK 
BOSE— THE CHARACTER-TUBE— HARLEQUIN AND SPANGLES. 

February 16th, ISaS. 
Le Grand Carre des F^tes, an open space in the Champs EljaeeS) i%. 
three times a year, the resort of all the manntehanks in Franee. The 
ezmmeration of these nomadic shows is, I take it, unnecessttry; erecyr 
one loiows it by heart. Hieir modus operandi, howeverj i» imiqnt, aod? 
deserves more than a passing word. They invariably oomxQeitee b^ 
attracting, a crowd before their tents or stalls. This ia done iu^ a.greaifc 
many ways, and very often the performance outside i^mueh morft anMSMH- 
ing than that which is enacted inside. In jBront of eaek tent on waggon' 
is erected a .sort of piazza or scaffolding. Upon this the whole = coBipanyv 
father, mother, and all the children, get' together and lay thema&iwsr 
out to rivet the attention of the passers-by. They are all dressed in. 
gay color&.and gaudy ribbons. They execute a polka, perhaps to the 
music of .a keyless bugle, or some one of tho troupe dresses up as a very 
little man with an enormously large head, and dances tiU he beeonsfia 
red in the f^ce, only this the spectators cannot see ; or - elser a fe^w omn 
stilts pretends to be drunk, and tumbles about as if he weire going, to 
fall from his dizzy eminence into tho midst of the crowd' bekrm. Or 
perhaps a juggler, robed in a long black gown covered with. hieraoK 
glyphics,. like an eastern magus, plays off a triek or two upoa someoaer: 
dressed as a clown, who pretends to be very siUy and to believe thaia 
the juggler really pulled a potato from his- nose. 

liiese means generally succeed in getting a pretty good concourse ofi 
people together. The manager then comes forward and announoes^ at, 
considerable length, the programme of-entertainment- which wall be spread 
before the delighted audience. He goes through with it two or thr«r 
times, and assures you that the exhibition has been patronised; by ih» 
first society in all the cities he has visited* He generally uses viejy 
stately language, and you are sometimes lost' in dOufetras to whether it is 
possible that this flowery speech really can refer to a two-penny shew., 
The conclusion of his address sets you right in a momeint. "Now,, 
ladies and gentlemen, let me endeavour to indi^c^ jjcp^^^ppjtevest o£ 
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the Fine Arts, to lead jonr ooonteiiaiioe to this entertaining and refining, 
exhibition. Walk in and ^^ down, while our performers go through, 
with their ezenases hefoire yon, and if yon are not satisfied, your mpue^ 
shall he refhnded. The price of admiasion has heen diminished for this 
oceanon only— it has usually heen six sons, and every hody has been 
astonished that so raried an entertainment could be afforded at so 
moderate a sum; to-day, howeyer, being a day intimately connected 
with the glory of oar beloyed country, and it having been suggested 
by several influential persons that a reduction of price would be at- 
tended with benefidal results, the slight compensation of two sous only 
will be asked from those who fiftvor us with a call. Two sous ! Two 
sons only ! So that every one may be able to amuse and instruct him- 
self almost for nothing. Two sous ! Who hasn't got two sous ! " 

Now follows a scene impossible to describe. The manager seizes a. 
tmmpet, and shouts, " Two sous ! two sous !" till he ought to be hoarse. 
Then the children and the down cry, " Two sous ! only two sous V tOl 
they are ready to fiunt from fatigue. Then the manager holds up t^o 
fingers in the air, keeping down the others with his thumb. The chil- 
dren and the clown do the same. " Two sous ! two sous ! '' Then they'. 
begin to dance again, the stilt man reappears, more drunk than ever, 
the music strikes up afresh, and a frightful din ensues, in the midst of : 
which you hear a voice rising above the turmoil, shouting, " Two sous! 
two sous!" Then the manager opens the gate, and a rush commences 
up the steps. Two sous ! Up they go ! nurses with children in their 
arms, men with little boys, soldiers, and families of six ! Two sous f 
The manager stands near the gate, helping the old women up tibie stairs 
and piling them in at the door, all the time yelling, ." Two sous !" and 
holding up his two fingers. 

Such is the noise and confusion, that people lose their senses and do 
vecy strange things. Sober citizens, who only came out to breathe the 
air, are seixed with a sudden panic, and go rushing up the steps in a 
most incongruous manner. An orange-seller is separated frem his 
basket, and being caught by the tide is whirled into the teut and dis- 
appears. We go in with the rest, and get a seat upon a board which, 
in the fiorid speech of the director— two sous ! — was covered with 
damask— but what can one expect for two sous ! When the rush ceases, 
we look around us and find about fifty persons in the tent, which is littie 
more than half full. A silence ensues, and the manager looks in at tho 
door, and then goes away again. 

This is disheartening, and everybody turns wistfrd glances at the 
curtain. Suddenly the bugle commences again on the outside, and the 
scaffolding begins to shake as if somebody were dancing upon it. The . 
sun, which shines full upon the cotton front of the te^t da^erreotypes 
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Upon it the shadow of a Yery large head which seenui to he carrying on 
ill a Very angular way. A fellow on stilts is evidently counterfeiting 
intoxication for the amusement of the hystanders. In short, the sicken* 
lag conviction comes over everyhcdy that they are doing it all over 
again. The explanation, the trumpet, the fingers, the two sous, the 
rush, all follow in the same order as hefore, and with pretty nearly the 
siune numerical results, for the second' inroad fills the henches. This 
oiethod of catching audiences is practised by aU these exhibitions, and 
the description of one will suffice for the whole. 

Hie performances commence speedily, for it is nbw the object of the 
manager to get rid of this audience as soon as possible, and to set about 
Inveigling another. The exhibition is sometimes yery poor and unin« 
teresting, and sometimes more extraordinary and inexplicable than any 
thing to be seen in the more pretentious fifty cent museums. I remem- 
ber that once having got into a place where a very Sat woman was to 
appear in conjunction with an African nondescript, it was announced 
that the lady was sick, but that the nondescript would be exhibited. 
This was nothing more than a sickly annadiUo, about a foot long, who 
was obliged to do duty for himself and his colleague. The exhibitress 
played all sorts of pranks with him, poking him with her finger in 
tender places to make him squirm, and tossing him up in the air and 
catching him again like a pancake. No doubt he wished that the big 
lady would soon get well again. As we went down the steps, the 
manager was again holding forth upon the numerous attractions o^his 
exhibition, giving a slight biographical sketch of the fat woman, and 
an anecdotical history of the armadillo. 

The next show was a very different affidr. It consisted of jugglery 
and second sight. The tridcs of necromancy were like all other tricks 
of the sort, but what followed was worth walking a mile to see. A girl^ 
perhaps the juggler's sister, seated herself in a chair in front of the 
spectators, though at some distance from them. She vnis then blind- 
folded. The juggler came among the audience and asked the people 
to lend him any small articles they might have, and the girl would tell 
what they were. He soon had his hands full of purses, rings, pencils, 
snuff-boxes, handkerchiefs, etc. Then, taking one from the rest, and 
holding it in such a way as that it would be impossible for the girl to 
see, even if she were not blindfblded, he went on somewhat in this way. 
" What do I hold in my hand ?" She answered without a moment's 
hesitation, « A pocket-book." " What's it made of?" ♦♦ Morocco, with 
a steel clasp." "What is there in itP" "Money." "How many 
pieces?" «* Three." "What are they?" "A five franc piece, a one 
fttmc piece and a sou." " What's the date on the sou ?" " 1828." " On 
the one franc piece ?" " 1847." " What do I hojjdjn^ ^n^^^d now ?* 
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" Arin^j." *♦ What is it made of?" *• Gold, with «ix . tan|ui»scff in. it** 
«'I8 there tmy ^^fttering on it ?" « Yes.*' " Bead it." « CSiaries .to 
Marie." A 'TCTy pretty young lady is seoi to bludh. violently in ike 
comer, and vrben'the Ting is handed baek to her, veverybody tries to 
l^t a sight of her facecthrougiL her clfosely-dtawn veil. 'M \¥oiddn'tmiad 
being Charles -myself/' Temarks a laugidttg . gentilemaiQ at tke hiit. *' I 
hope Ohsrles is well/' says, the jnggier, «nd i^n« proceeds. 

I handed him vy'TV4Ux:h/'^;«ividh;inidacover o\er its &tee, WItifakoiit 
opening it he asked the girl ''wiitft'tinie it was hj the -watch' he held, in 
ids hand. " Ten minntes- to miie',">flhe reptied. As it was About two m 
tile afternoon, tUs Beecaed gaesBB^ W^^ 'wiAe of the mark, and the 
people began to titter. Bttt tke 'occromaiLcer quietly displayed the 
dial of the wAtdi, and lirere it-wmssore enough, ten mbsates to nine! 
" You pnt itbabk <Hi parpese t^oatefa-vs, didn't yon?" said theiaaagns, 
widi a triumphant -air. -** ':Yes,"«aad J, ieeiing veiy nmch. tis if *I had 
been caught robbing a heaw^ost. ** Weil, IVe a .great mimi to keep 
yonr watch, as alessontoyou, bnt»youinay?go this time." Sosaying,he 
magnanimously handed it back, tin : tiiis way he went ooa, for nesxiy 
half an hoiu*, never xaakiDg a TmBfa.ke,"aBd pnzztiog «,11 -^e wase heads 
who underto61jr to 'discover his secret. >Por one, .L«ottW make* aotMag of 
it, and was content to oonsMer it TerymztaotttoiiB, without attempti^ 
a -solution. 

On the piazza of the next teitt'ln^yrder was a^man idayhrg on :&e 
violin in a veiy droll way. Tirpt 'he played 'as everybody does, tiben 
\e took the bow in his left hand, and scrapod away just as -eB^yas 
efore. Then he put the fiddle xr?«r his head, and behind Ms back, 
Tithout incommoding himself in the least. The^ttme kept on .as" i»errily 
US ever. Then he put the violin under his Mt leg, a«d orer his rig^ht leg, 
playing away all the while ; one would have theugfht tlkit there wonJbd 
have been a break. in the sound, at the m:oment"#ken the bow and 
fiddle separated, but if there waS an interval, it was qnite imperceptibk. 
AJl this he did with perfect ease, interlarding^ his music with humorous 
observations. When he had thus collected a good*sized crowd, he left 
the stage to .another man, and retired to a distance to eat some bread 
and cheese. The other man then began a speech, the sum and substance 
of which was as follows : — 

Within the tent, he said, was perhaps one of the greatest novelties 
to be seen in or out of France. This was no less than one of the former 
wives of Abd-el-Kader, the great Algerian trooper. The way this dis- 
tinguished foreigner came to be eihlbiting^ierself at two^NwnsAa^liead, 
wa» briefly this. A French officer, being on service in 'Africa, w«s one 
day in dsmger of being surprised by a troop of Arab harsemen, wbo 
were lying in ambush for some third party unknown. Fromthis^anrk* 
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'ward; position, he *wa« ia someway or otiier released by the fair Alge- 
*xima, The officer, feiding no better way df repaying thi debt of g^ati- 
-tode he owed her, bought her of Abd-el-!K:ader, and sent her to France, 
•wliere she of coarBe 'became free, and her own missis. " She speaks 
•Arabic, Frendh, uudEngHsh,'*' coiitiimed the'showmaai, *' and all will be 
-pcrtaatted to /wddress her in any of these languages. Her education," 
he went on g^wing warm and eloqiient, "has been, in all respects, 
fioch as befits the bride of a chieffcain of' the desert^*' 

A ^crowd of lis went in, and after u breathless -suspense df some 
mcments, tlie lady made her abearance. 'She was quite dark, with 
woolly hair and: a' flat- nose, Tery wide nostrils, a large mouth, and thick 
Hps, Her teeth shone as the teeth of people of her complexion always 
do. She had ^on a white nrasKn gown, Tery low in the neck, arid 
reaching but little below'the knees. Her arms, which were bare, were 
fat and cihubfby,* and 'the palms of her hands were almost white, as if 
they had been used- to washing ^shes and scrubbing floors. Around her 
neck was a'string of imitated pearls, and in her hair wasja festoon df 
artificial flowers. She came forth arid stood st31, till every one had 
gazed iris full. The -audience, who were mostly French, almost quailed 
before the eagie glances of the free ro«mer of the desert, aifd their 
tfeottghts waiMered to her 'faivoff home, among the oases 6f Sahara. 

*As ^r myself, a €im recollection of things I had'l6ft hehind was 
-beginning to come oTcr me like a southern sea-breeze. The. showman now 
begged the audience to address to her some question in French or English. 
AmiHtary man, with amoustache, bowed politely to the lady, and made 
-iome trivial inquiry in French, which she answere^d after various 
breakings down. It was now my turn, bdng the only representative 
of the English language present. The choice of an appropriate question 
was rather difficult, and 1 thought of several without deciding on any 
thing satisfactory. At last, for want df something better, I said, *'How 
is your mother ?" "I hab not hecrd^ob her health since de last time 
dat I hab had dat honoi'." Visions of banjos and melodies on.the banks 
of the Roanoke, coupled with memories of home, rose before mc. I said 
nothing, but waited for further developments. " Now," said the show- 
man, *' she'll sing you a song in her native Arabic. Pay attention to 
this, I beg you, as it may be the last time you'll ever hear that beautiful 
language. ITie words depict the scouring of a troop of horsemen across 
the desert." The fair Algerian took an attitude harmonizing with the 
spirit of her song, and commenced in a vigorous style — 

*' Clar de kitciiea, eld folks, young folks, 
Clar de kitchexi, old folks, young folks, 
Clar de kitchen, old folks, young folks. 
Old Virginny neber tire !" r^ T 
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If this be ej^resfliTe of the way the Arabs go it in the desert^ X n&re 
been wandering in a maze all my life, laboring under a benighted idesk. 
that I was speaking and writing English. In plain Arabic, then« Afadr ^ 
el-Kader's wife was no other than some Lucy Long or Coal-black Ko^e 
firom AHrginia, who had left her sunny home in her youth, and by aom» t 
strange mutation of fortune, had fallen in with a company of strollexa^ -[ 
and turned her dark complexion to account in the manner descrlbedL 

Some of the out-of-door exhibitions are as amusing as those that take -^ 
place under coyer. Just outside the American's tent, was a man with a 
table before him, who was explaining the properties of various glass : 
tubes and vessels. In these tubes, were liquids of several colors ; some - 
red, like water tinted with checkerberry candy, and some green, like 
asparagus juice. These were for different scientific purposes. On% -^ 
was to blow in, to see to what height the liquid could be raised by the < 
force of the breath. Another, and the most extraordinary, was an r 
instrument for telling the character. This was an upright tube three- . 
fourths filled with a fluid of no particular color, or rather of all sorts of ;, 
colors, as if a child's paint-box had been dissolved in it At the bottom it . 
came to a point forming a sort of handle. This handle had a thin bore- ^ 
running through it, containing a small portion of the liquid. Accordjing .^; 
to the explanation of the exhibitor, this Hquid, being highly impressioB-,rrj 
able, would be differently acted upon by the hands of different indi- .; 
viduals. Persons of great nervous energy, strong minds, etc., would ., 
affect it much more powerfully than others of weak character. Tq /^ 
illustrate this by experiment, any one might have his disposition toM . 
Ibr two sous. It was rather a dangerous risk to run — thus exhibitin|^ . - 
your inmost self to a holiday crowd ; but there was no lack of adven- 
turers. 

First came a baker's boy, with lazy gait and listless air, and a ^ 
cotton turban on his head. He took the glass in hand. The top oS.the ^ 
liquid seemed to be slightly ruffled, and something appeared to be trying 
to break forth. A bubble rose slowly upon its surface, and after a ■] 
moment's hesitation, burst, llie agitated waters subsided, and all was ^ 
still. "There," said the showman, "there is, probably, the most Insig- , 
nificant character that has ever, during a long career in the most ,/ 
populous cities in France, been presented to my observation. That | 
young man will never set the Seine on fire, though he might his bed^ - 
clothes. Look at him, gentlemen, and then tell me if my glass has not 
been singularly accurate in its indications. Don't get run over, my , 
friend, in going home." 

Then came another applicant. He seized the glass and held it 
tightly. The liquid immediately began to boil and bubble as if it 
meant to break its bonds, and give the spectators a sprinkling. A con- 
Digitized by v^jooy itr 
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tmuotis stream rose from the body of the fluid, and dashed itself in 
spray against the top of the tube. Beally, the contents of the glass 
were as much agitated as the Fountain in the Park. "There's a con- 
triwt for you/' exultingly exclaimed the exhibitor. "Let go the glass, 
young man J a minute more, and you'd have it in splinters. There's a 
fdlow I shouldn't like to have a tussle nvith. I only hope he wont 
come to harm, with such a temper as he's got. Look at him, ladies and 
gentlemen, and judge for yourselves." The man's glass was right again 
this time ,- the young feUow would have been a severe customer in a 
fight. He was pale and ragged, but had a determined bearing, and a 
bold, unquivering eye. 

Such is the Grand Carre in f&te time. A tremendous, though con- 
fused din of music, drums, shouts, vociferations, applause and laughter, 
bursts upon the earl On three sides of the square is arranged, in long 
array, the army of menageries. They all face the square, presenting 
their fair side to the audience ; behind, are the broken-down horses, that 
drag the tents and wagons from place to place, taking their morning's 
meal in silence and sadness. At every ten steps, is a rude sort of 
kitchen, hurriedly built of stones in the open air ; a^ odor of fried 
potatoes, and the hissing of a row of griddles, tell that even jugglers 
must eat, and thsit necromancers, like other mortals, are susceptible of 
creature comforts. Occasionally, a gaUy-dressed haiiequin, whose term 
of service has expired for the morning, and who has an hour to himself, 
leaving his jests and his antics behind him, throws himself upon the 
ground, where the sun is warm, and the earth diy, and huddling his 
body up into a ball, goes quietly to sleep. 

The strolling moimtebank, whether juggler, clown, or tumbler, has 
but one dress, which serves him for all the purposes to which dress can 
be applied. His gay holiday attire, his red and yellow velvet, his silk 
and feathers, are his every-day costume. He travels in it, sleeps in it, 
jumps in it. His closely-fitting tights are his only trousers, his spangled 
jacket is his only coat ; and, very often, he can claim no other head- 
dress than his cap and bells. Anywhere on the road that they may stop 
to take an hour's rest, he is always ready with his jingling brass and 
bright colors to give a taste of his quality to the peasants and villagers. 
BGlb me^ are never so hearty as to prevent him from turning somersets 
the next minute ; his sleep is so light, that he will wake at a moment's 
call, dance a Highland fling, put the lighted end of a cigar in his mouth, 
stand on his head, walk on his hands, while anybody else would be 
rubbing his eyes, and composing himself to slumber again. 
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CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

A DECREE ABOUT TWO SOUS — THE KING OF BA1^4BiA UlilSER XNTEE- 
DICT — A 'HIGH PRICE FOR A SENATOR — POLXGLOT. PRIESTS — A 8KO"Sr 
STOIUlf AKD A QUACK DOCTOR, 

'dPebraaiySUt, 1863. 
^POW-aTeport •submitted to Inm ' Vyfte -Minisfcer of War, the Emperor 
has decreed that the pay of the sub-officers in the^annjiuid^iiayy* riiall 
he increased two. sons a day—just enough^ to pay for an exhibition 
at the Chsmps Elyse^s. The reason giyen is, that this will be a Ter^ 
proper mstiiodt>f appropriating^the saving" eflfected by the late reduc- 
tion of the arny! The -army was reduced in order to equalise the 
^budget, and the economy is thus coolly direrted into another chajmeL 
People say that tticy isazmot -understand how it can effect a savings bi tho 
annual expenses- of the soldiery, to take money awayfromthe xnen^aaod 
give it to^ tiie <4£cers. ' It looks, too, as if it had been' fomid'neoesssryto 
tranqmllise the army, and as if fair words would no langsr do. It has 
been said from the beginning, that the army wotild at last became 
imperious, and either clamor for war, or for the wages 6f war in tame of 
peace. People ask themselves and each other if this is not a hegimmig. 
There are in the land and sea forces about '30,000 sub-dfficeiB ; two sons 
a day given to each, makes an nEdditional yearly item of over a milliai 
of francs. 

The UmverSj the Jesuit joucnal, has just received a token of remem- 
brance from the ArchlHshop of Paris. That gentleman publishes in all 
the papers an "ordinance condemnatory of ^e'lThiversy The where- 
fores are very long, but the therefores are short and to the point. All 
ecclesiastics are forbidden to read the newspaper, under any pretenec 
whatever ; they are forbidden, under pain of suspensicqi, and, perhaps, 
even of damnation, to vmte in its columns, or even to advertise in 
them. ReHgious establishments ore forbidden to harbor the journal ; 
no convent can take it within its doors. The Univers and all other 
religious papers in the diocese are instructed never to use the wozds 
"ultramontane" and "gallican" as terms of insult or contempt. .The 
vicar-general is charged with the execution of this decree. The motive 
for this measure is, that the influence of the Univers is continuany 
excited to cause a schism in the church, and the Archbishop natural^ 
seeks to limit the sphere of its action. 

I am glad that Monscigncur has not extended his interdict to me, for 
I should feci the loss of the Univen quite as deeply as I should tiiat of 
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tbe C^arhmri, IKo lOTger'ago than yesterday, it contained the follcw7- 
ing jplteoas iamettt : — 

" We regret io see that (iie King "df Bavaria has not attended awy of 

the^eosts of the church, during his sojourn at Rome. But he has been 

ixmstant in bis visits to scenes of pleasure and vrorldly amusement. He 

>was at the ball at the ^English Embassy, 'and at the German Girdc. 

'Whiie h& negieeted the services of God in the Holy City, he went to e. 

fancy ball at the Frenoh MioiBter's, inoogBito,'and under a pseadonym'! 

It«<v7as noticed that he, even mingled in 'l^e dance, and that a pink 

•domino leaned upon'his firm T' " 

' The MonUeur contains Hkq announeemeat of the promotion of tiie 

! *lisrqiiiS' of/Pastoret to the>Ticik ^f 'graa^dffieer <of the -Legion 6f lionoi;. 

^he Jiiar^s was lately made' Senator, as the price of his deaeirtion from 

- i^iB' LegitioHsts. Charles the Tenth noBsinated hion: to the 'sank «^ grand- 

V officer in 1830, but, owing to his speedy fall, the mamiMction never 

^Toccnv^d its effect. Louis Nspolcon has bcmght him up, Ataiiigh isate 

f to be* sure, bat then the Mirqads 'wa& & Buperior article. Vvidmible ^ivsreg 

I'^biing aromod pflpice,3allthe mtftld over, 

^' ^fShe ^exoPimti&eon, now StejOeD^vdevede Fanis, is izKtrodocuig into 
p'^Vance m ba^y innBTatien, imeitated from St. Poter^s at .Rome. * l^et 
P the confessionEd is the following inscription : — " Here you «iay oodfesB 
P' in all languages." Hitherto, French was the only dialect understood by 
' the father confessors ; and this was a regrettable circumstance for such 
persons overwhelmed with sin as desired absolation, and could not 
obtain it, inasmuch as they only spoke English. Polyglot priests are 
now attached to Ste. Genevieve de Paris, and sinners of all tongues 
esn unburthen themselves in peace. To such as these, let me rooom- 
} mend— * 

^ . FATHER CAPUCHON, 

^ Confessor in English and Italian ^ 

) Cubby No. 3, Ste. Genevieve de Paris. 

Still, 1 wonder that the establishment was obliged to Tesort to thst 

I' measure to attract customers to the confessional. Alphonse Karr says, 

that if the seven capital' kds were abolished, two-thirds of the inhabitants 

of Paris would never dine again. Tl^erefore, two-thirds of us get our living 

by sinning, and if every sinner confessed, what a prosperous establish- 

" raent Ste. Genevieve de Paris would be, with its box-offices for aU 

\ 'Iftnguages, and its holy cosmopolitan priests ! 

'' We are having very Temarkable weather in Paris. Snow is always 
^ «fn''cveiftt>here,*'btttivrikc»a::iliiil-ef tiiieciiBtthesisiaeeam|iilish€d/ in-half^ 
hour, a Laplander might even be permitted to wonder. The Russiaiis 
^ that reside in* Paris al<ways keep a sleigh or two in their carriage-iiofiisesy 
^ a»d, perhaps, <mce in five years, get an opportimity to take a ride oa 
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runners. Sereral teams made their appearanee la«t FlsAkjr-esL'OtP 
Champs Elyv^ and, by dint of extreme exertions <m the port of 1hi^^ 
horses, managed to get home again. The shrieking of the nmners ispdh^^ 
the stones might, ahnost, have been heard at Versadlles. The streeis^ nr * 
now frozen hard and are yery dangerous. Hundreds of horses haW'^ 
broken their legs, and have been cut up in the boOers at Mont&ncon.''. 
Crowds collect at night, at the slippery places, to laugh at the horsed' 
that stagger, and to applaud those that get safely across. '!'^ ^ 

The Society for the Protection of Animals ii^^ends, at its next sitting, 
Vto offer prizes and recompences to all#bch cdachmen, grooms, drivein^^ 
conductors, shepherds, wagoners, etc., as shall have ^< evinced a hi^" ^ 
degree of compassion, of mildness, and of intelligent skill, in the treat^*^[ 
ment of their animals." Persons who have candidates to offar must d^' 
so before next Monday. No New York omnibus-driyer can be cottS'p 
sidered a candidate, - '*' 

A man has been sentenced to three years' imprisonment fer seDii^^^ 
quack medicines. Among his compositions were the ** Water of Gianti^''"' 
to hasten the growth; " Water of Financiers/' to strengthen the fledif'^ 
the " Elixir of Arabs," to fortify the voice ; and " Prodigal Son Pomatum,** ^^ 
composed, suggests the Gazette dee Tribunaux, of the marrow <>f t}w* ' 
Fatted Calt .« 
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A PREFECT MADE SENATOR TO GET RID OF HIM— THE LEGISLATURE^. 
IN A PRECARIOUS POSITION — SIXTY AMERICANS PRESENTED TO THEIR .] 
MAJESTIES — HOLT LINGUISTS — STENOCHOREGRAPHY, , / 

Maxch 7th, 1853. 
Few people belieyed their eyes, when they took up tif . Mtmiteur of | 
Saturday. The number of that day contained a list Wt<9^ k i ' inations W ' 
the Senate, and in it were the names of seyeiaHrgentlemen, who, we hsM | 
been giyen to hope, would be dismissed in tlisgraoe from the offices th^ j 
already held, for malyersation or incapacity. M. Chapuis de MontUyilW^' 
prefect of Toulouse, is made senator! This is the man who decreed ^ 
that the yote of his department for the Empire should be engrared o«- 
bronze, and deposited in the archiyes of the prefecture. At the tini^''' 
this caused no little laughter, and it was thought the pref ecf s absoid aeil 
would haye to be ignominiously snuffed out. The whole continent smiled- 
at his absurdity, and it was felt in Paris that the goyemment was too mack *- ^ 
compromised by his folly to retain him in power. The Fays, in enmse* - -. 



TBICOLOBED SKETCHES IN PARIS. 301 

1^0^ loB daimB to promotion, says that the coontiy has not forgotten 
lie weloonie extended to Lonis Napoleon at Tomlonse. The Pays is 
banningly ingenuous; one would hardly expect a government paper 
d. ascribe the enthusiasm of a reception to the skilM management of a 
(^eot. We have always been given to understand heretofore that it 
nift owing to the popularity of the President and the delirium of the 
i^jhabitants. Two other prefects, ahnost as tax gone in imbecility as 
heir colleague, are also promoted — those of Lyons and Marseilles. 
The Senate is becomi<^^very Chelsea Hospital for the Ibvalides that 
re from time to time driven *v^O|^the State, to be cared for for the rest 
f their L'ves. By many persons, the transfer of the three prefects from 
he administrations that they have rendered ridiculous to the Senate, is 
hps accounted for. They have proved themselves incapable of decently 
Escharging their duty. It becomes, therefore, necessary to supersede 
^em, for the attributes of the prefect of an important department are 
rduous and often delicate. They have been, however, zealous, obedient, 
RMcrupulous— and have earned their reward. As senators, they can do 
p, harm. They dress up in blue and gold, wear tights, and sport a 

ford and cocked hat. This is all. And this a discarded prefect can 
as w^U as anybody else. 
I The idea Uiat Louis Napoleon does not or would not hesitate to 
Bxniliate the Senate by increasing its number by the admission of broken 
iwn departmental officers, is in some degree borne out by the events 
I the last few days. The Patrie has published an article which has 
lacle some sensation. The senators are there taken to task, in good set 
rms, for the pains they seem to give themselves not to spend their salary 
t the glorification of the new regime, but to lay it by for a rainy day, or 
Kt it out at interest. It has been evident from the beginning, that 
key were not serving the ends for which they were created. The Italian 
bera has been allowed to play to empty benches, when it was under-* 
pod that each senator was to maintain a box of his own. Few balls 
JRve been given, "and the season has been far from realizing the fair 
||>mises made at^ffilt. The senators are told, categorically, that they are 
ipected to spind their Mii^gras they receive it, and not to hoard it to 
jury their daughters withT^We ijnust infer from this that Louis 
japoleon is not satisfied with his senators. But they are appointed 
jr life, and i^miiaaftl and supersedure are out of the question. 
iThe position of the Legislative Body is much more precarious. Many 
rsons affect to believe that the Deputies will be turned out of doors 
the very first occasion. The Constitution foresees the necessity of 
Hx aa act, and the country would probably see it realized, witiiout any 
sat regret. A salary was forced upon the members ^iree months 
^f partly, perhaps, to render them unpopular, ibia^ir certainly had 
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thk effect. They banre now been in sesaiiHi ^barem weelaii andf aotfttui^ 
hu yet been givoi them, to da The postage lamr aaid-tbe budiget/niH. be 
sent into tfaem soon, for formality's sake ; tiieir aotion upon them oaKi]ie> 
nothing else than a snibmissiTe and vneonditional.fKoeptaQee. Ewry 
thing is done that can he done, to shew up the* LegMatnre to tha- 
ooontry as tk eoatly and nseleaB inctmihrBiKe. The members are just noiv 
busy in making their arrangementa for the ball to be given to the 
Empress on the Monday after Easter. If the f&te is suoceasful, thagr 
may perhaps ^ permitted to drag out another seaska of' their uneertaaiL 
* and unprofitabk.esistence. i 

The firat preaentation of Americans tv Louis Napoleon, since he h» 
been Emperor, and to the Empress, took place at the. Tuiierxesy. m 
Thuxaday night. About siziy Americans and sorcnty Eng^ah Vfvm 
introdneed to then: Majeaties. The ceremony is: brie^ tbiasf'*— *}%». 
gentlemen and ladie&^^to be piessnted form a double b'hr. fhii jjmtlriini 
on one side^ and: the ladies est the other, as if tfley ynste ta^daamt^ 
Virginia.BeeL Space enou^ isleft between for tiieir; ]SmeBtiwB^to;pMK: 
easily, llie Americans had ooae^hBif ' of ik& presentetionr room, amd Om 
Bnglnh the other;. The .pBa£tioe.of the Emperor inaould seem. tor* be |a 
address some remark to every third person, a^^ the naniffe- ol titer io^ 
vidnals are mentioned to hini^ thoaeof tfaaladiesoy thektanhaaaadseaSy 
and' iiioae of liir gentlemen by thebr aanhasaadoF. Thee AiBeriaaax ■ pof UaAi' 
of the ceremony 'was easy, gracelal and. higMy sneeessW^ titak' 
Majesties were graeious in the cxtrcnta The Emperor lookedi ^mil ; 
better j indeed, more at ease, move desirona of posing, tfaaaJ heen ever- 
be&re sees him^ The Empress wore white ftowers^-botix in»li0r.liair 
and . seattered in. tastefal profusiim oyer her diess* . She Had* aineeklafie 
of lai'ge peari» around her neck, but' not a. bio^e diaoiend^ Tlie^ 
American ladies^ that had put an all their Goicondas to eamparteF wiihi 
her Majesty, shono in undimmed brilliancy. I doubt ^v^fether: thictK^ 
handsomer ^yomon wore ever coUected on an ooeasaon, of' tb» kiai.. 
More than onee the Snrperor seemed to single out^a ladyo^msse'thaaa 
ordhiary beauty, and call the Empress's- atteatiofff ta her^ A£ber tiie 
presentationr there was dancing- and a suppevr ' Their - Magestiea -wabaKtl 
together, and wo-e onee or twice bmshtid in ai»ther!6uniJkiar'maiiner.lr^ 
Americana.' who had.grown dizsy in the intoGdea^mBof^he'dasiceu. 

I spoke lately of the establishmont of ai number? ofi prneta that ^eAi 
English and Italian, at the church of Ste. Generi^e, fbrthcc-eosjmuBQoe 
of foreignem: wishing to oonfess. Hiese holy lingmstawail soul be-ai:^ 
a premimn, for the English Gathaiies residing at; Cdlais hsa^nepett^ 
tioned Ihe Archbishop of* that: diooeee to send tibcn a. priest iimhtaito 
English^ or rothsr that, can uniierstand. that langnage wheuifl^sibix^lf; 
I ri ahraea;- Thojr want an.adegt in iiud hto^e.. Thsna axa augnmfc 
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knaoy sons and daagbto» of Green Sxia euiii^yed ixiitLe- tuUe facto- 
xfea-of Calais^ and. as ihsy\ oaanftt. imderstaoid Lattn, proaounced a la 
S^ngadae, theyi'deaire to have it. read aocoiding to tW Englisk redes.- 
The termination um, "which every one sees throng at. oiuoe^ becomes 
perfectly nnintelligible when it is pronounced oom. The archbishop is 
said to have held out hopes that he would take the matter into serious 
^consideration. If I were a lady, I would never buy another square inch 
of ttdle, till I knew whether a priest that spoke English was sent to 
administer spiritual consolation to the Irishman that made it. 

You know what stenochoregraphy is, I suppose. It is the art of 
pencilling down in shorthand all the steps taken by a dancer in a ballet, 
teo that the writer may the next morning reproduce with his own feet, 
•or instruct the light fantastic toes of a third person to reproduce, the 
lexact twinkUags of the performer of the night before. St. Leon, our 
Mhuioer-violinist^ IB the inventor of this art. He wrote a book.upoB. it, 
i^hi<dL be dedicated to the Emperor of Kussia. The Empieror accepted 
i^is dedicatioii, and sent the. author a fine diamond ring. It. may be 
* »my eaay for M* St Leon to write in^shorthasid the Caohux^ha as fast 
%8 !Fanny Eliftkr can dance it; bat I. doubt whether his boeJc will teach 
^xry (me else how to do it.. There 'are soaie. tailora who send to thetk 
^etxfitomtiv is tl^i o(»intiy"W]itt«i.directioi]6:how> to- t&ke their own.mea^ 
bmse, but I never saw anybody' who bad been abU to understand them. 
ISiatters publish in newspapers thet met^hcdof gaugixi^. one'sr own head, 
rand sending to town, for a hat. Yon may order a. wig; too, frooi a 
iliistanee in tlue same way. I wonid radien see. Cerrito daiBce. the 
IdaBehiMiui; than leannit myself out of a bbok However, proceeding by 
ltem«.log7<,Sti Leov ift right Her aak& Y/hj dancmg. cannot be written as 
Kvell as music; and henceforth, .h».TiMiintm'nii». it will be aa easy to acaire 
IHie MltdrileBa astfaiit CaataDiva^. 

f Shall I sabieiibe for yon. to " Ilie Impedal Eeview, founded, under 
Itt^e patronage of S* M, the Bmpres9p* I have received the prospeetns 
^kfy post^ in which the pubilisheirs' infomij me that they think thems^vee 

tistified in coanting upon me, a» upon avery man. devoted to France, 
fid to the imperial cause,' as one sof' their most' eager subseribers ! I. am 
^aturoily anxiotis to 'make my privileges in.this!resp8ct over to yoa^as I 
cannot doubt that it is in my quality as yoBrrepresentativeinParis, that 
II bave been thus addressed. 

The purpose of the Review is "to add a glowing ps^e to contempo* 
^smeou^history^to this- new era^ whieh reeallsthe good. timesof Marcus 
Ainelius^ of A^tomnas, and oflVajan ; to tiie epoch which will-hereafber 
fbe known as the age of Napoleon IIL The Impenal Beview is an 
*appeai to all Utoae whose hearts incline towards- order,. religioOf and 
^morality.'' It is to contain £bom time to time a sttppiement^ in whieh 
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each sabscriber has the right to print the names of his campaigns, of hu 
grades won at the point of the sword, his titles and de<x)rations, and 
those of his ancestors ! Let mc put down jour name. The price is Imt 
twenty fVancs a year. 



CHAPTER LXXXIX. 



THE BUDGET AND A BALL— LETELLINO OPERA-GLASSES AT THE BHPERpR 
THE WRONG WAY— PROFIT AND LOSS, AS VIEWED BY MADAME DE 
POMPADOUR— A DENTIST IN THE STREET. 

March I4fh, 19Si. ' 
The Maniteur has a long article on the forthcoming budget. Its object 
seems to be to prepare the public miad for the novel &rce soon to 
be enacted — that of a budget offered to the body which by the con- 
stitution imposes taxes, and makes the money appropriations, and voted 
by it, in lumps, without discussion or the right of rejection! The 
Moniteur devotes two columns to prove that this is the only Way to 
insure sincerity and brevity in the management and disbursement^of tbe 
public .fimds. It would be useless cTcn to abridge the Mon^eur't 
arguments; imagine that white is black, and you have the gist of :&e 
conclusion. In the mean time, the Legislative Body is maintained in 
forced inaction; its only pre-occupation, is still ^e ball on Easter 
Monday. It is possible tiliat some of the members, to whom 1^ 
position is distasteful, and who find themselves humiliated by their own 
uselessness, may resign before the session is over. 

The librarian of the city of Versailles, who has access to documeatB 
and archives that the public generally know nothing about, has 
published a highly interesting and valuable memoir, entitled ''Expenses 
of Madame de Pompadour, from tiie first year of her favor till the day 
of her death**— nineteen years. The sum total paid by France to the 
mistress of Louis XV. was no less than thirty-seven millions of francs! The 
memoir is made up almost entirely from manuscripts left by 1^ 
marquise herself, and consists chiefly of items couched in the first 
person : as wages of my servants for nineteen years; kitchen utensHsfir 
aU my houses, etc. These precious relics were found at the Prefecture 
of Seine et Oise, the department of which Versailles is the shire towiL 
The royal mistress seems to have kept an account of her receipts, as T?ell 
as of her expenses, and it is curious to see the monthly pension secured 
her by the King swell to 30,000 livres a month during the period of 
her grandeur, and jEall down to 4,000, as thg.g.p|^iQ5^f)her royal lover 
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oooled. Her presents received from him, which amounted to nearly as 
much as the monthly allowance, follow the same ratio of progression and 
diminution. Madame de Pompadour used to equalize her budget by 
gambling, and the items referring to this source of income show that 
she was pretty generally the winner. As thus : 31 May, 1752, won at 
Marly 28,000 livres; 1762, won at Marly 20,489 livres. When the 
eolunms refused to foot up without leaving a deficit, she sold her jewels, 
and they too figure in ftdl in her details of profit and loss. She spent, 
during tiie nineteen years of her ''reign," a million and a half in pocket 
sioney ; three miUion'3 and a half in her mouth ; four millions in travel- 

' ling ; a milHon for her servants ; half a million to pay the debts of her 
father ; half a million in candles ; two millions in horses and carriages ; 
and proportionate sums in the other necessaries and luxuries of life — 
in all, the bagatelle of thirty-seven millions. A considerable amount 

. "WdiB aimually bestowed by her in charity. When she died, she possessed 
just thirty-seven louis ! She finished her career with little more than 
the stock with which Mme. de Maintenon commenced hers : two large 

. eyes fall of fim, a fine shape, a pair of beautiful hands, and four dollars ! 

Though the Emperor has announced that he is to mom-n for a 

ifortnight for somebody who has lately died in Brazil, the public notices 

^ little or no change in his occupations or amusements. He goes to the 
theatre fully three times a week, and is usually accompanied by the 
impress. He was at the Comedie Fran9aise, on Friday night, incognito. 
He came forward, however, during the intermission before the fifti act, 
fondly hoping, perhaps, to reap a whirlwind of vivats. No other notice 
vras taken of him than the usual levelling of opera-glasses. Several 
ladies were observed to look at him through the wrong end, to remove 
him as far as possible from their point of view, and to force him to ap- 
pear more than ever what Victor Hugo has called him — **Napolion le 
JPetit*' The Pays says that he was received with every mark of respect, 
and with the most sympathetic demonstrations of afiection. 

The next day their Majesties went to St. Denis to visit the educa- 
tional establishment of the Legion of Honor. You will remember that 
it was from amdng the orphans of this institution that the Emperor was 
sftrongly advised by certain parties to choose his wife. The visit was 
expected, and the Grand Chancellor of the Order conducted the cere- 
monies in person. Five hundred young ladies were presented to the 
£mperor, and he doubtless profited by this opportunity to compare the 
attractions of those who might have been Empress with those of her who 
had already become so. Prizes were awai'ded, and bouquets were 
exchanged. The enthusiasm was immense and the satisfaction generaL 
Then a few ol^ soldiers were decorated, and alms were bestowed in the 
name of the Emperor. In short, St. Denis never saw such a f(§te. Hhe- 

X 
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gratitadB of the pec^le -vis sochy ibat Uuj all nidied to tke chureli 
and Bang the Domma mthmn fae Lmhviettm NapoUonem with tean 
atreaming froat their ejes. The merit of this set k the greater, ta the 
irords and the maaie being eertunly new to a portkm of this inq^Tieed 
ohoir» they mast hate learned thsm bj iaspiration. Boweyer, the 
PaySf from which I foote, never stops at siid& matteiB of detaiL 

Ton hove quack dentists in New Yoik, of couise^ as we hanre them in 
Paris, bat I doubt whether yon can boast of soeh a tramendmis Gj^aaiat 
aa M. Duchesne, to whom I have already alhided in yonr eolnnmSh This 
gentleman rides aboot town in a highly illnminated wagon, with a roof 
to it. Upontheroof is a man dressed in the eoetmaeirf the middle ages, 
and anned with a pair of eymbals and a boss dram. The dentist SEtaads 
. in front, with a helmet and feather, and snETOunded with the instnuneatg 
of his prafessftm. He stops in some frequented place, eoikcts a crowd 
by means of the cymbals, and then invites the afflicted to apply ai oaea 
for extraction and reliefl Anotice on the side of the wagon reads thoa: 
** 5,000 francs if I miss a tooth." This is sorroanded by a halo of deuUe 
teeth, the roots of which are painted to r^wmble parsnips, and out of 
whose centres grows a pkntiM crop of ladies' deHghts. As I have 
long since accustomed myself to be surprised at nothing, I am n^ver 
astomshed to see a line formed by the -victims of the toothache, taking 
their torn at haying the rebellious nerre eradicated. This line som/&- 
times extends twice ronnd the wagon. Each sufferer pays a franco and 
leaves his tooth behind him. 

I had always supposed it required as much reflection to have a tooth 
out as to jump into Yesuvitis. But the French do not think so. A maid- 
senrant passes M. Duchesne's equipage, remembers a sore spot in. hest 
upper jaw, feels in her pocket for a franc, and joins the end of the line. 
Each applicant mounts on the seat with M. Duchesne, who demands the 
coin before proceeding. The head is then inclined backwards, the moaih 
opened, the instrument inserted, and the tooth snatched from, its gory 
bed. It is held up in the air an instant for the admiratian of tiie 
multitude, and at each extraction the dram gives a bang of triumph. 

When M. Duchesne's arm gets tired he sells tooth-washes and denti- 
frices, or gives gratuitous dental advice. He makes a great deal of 
money, and on fSte days he pulls for eight hours on a stretch. He has 
eipenses certainly from which other dentists are exempt. A bass 
drum and a man to beat it are costly accessories; and a span of horses 
and an iUuminated wagon must swallow up a wilderness (tf teeth. M. 
Duchesne, encouraged by his success^ is getting ambitious, and has lately 
established "an office for private operations" in the Rue Viviemis. 
"Whether the drum and cymbals still cry victory, I cannot say, and 
9m not very likely to go and see. 
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CHAPTER XC. 

a pkesident's message in paris — is habriaoe a civil or a reli- 
gious OBLIGATION P— THE CASINO PAGANINI ON SUNDAY, 

March 21st, 1853. 
Tbe reception and percual of 1^ President's message have been the 
e^ent and the occupation of the -v^eek. No document from America 
has eyer, I think, received an aj^roval so nnanimons. The resident 
Ammcans are Whigs, by a large majority; but a long sojourn in a 
fe^€sgD. country weakens party ties to such an extent, that a state paper, 
no matter frmn wkom it emanates, is likely to be judged by them upon 
its merits alone« We have pronounced it bold, patriotic, and of good 
promises We have no fear of dangerous results &om expansion, and in 
th» rei^et share the sentiments of Mr. Pierce. The Americans domi- 
cilated abroad are manifest destiny men. The French, too, strange to 
say, are enthusiastic in their eulogies. It has penetrated deeper than 
any message before. This is, of course, in some measure owing to its 
being the exponent of a new policy, and the profession of faith of a 
party that have of late been out ci power. But it has been read by 
perscms that never trouble themselves with the discourses of their 
£m|>eror. Said a ballet-master to me yesterday, C^est audaeieux, mats 
4^e8t heau^ Years ago he was Taglioni's Zephire, in the ballet of " Floxe 
et Zephure," and I should hardly have expected him to read an inaugural 
address. But he e^qxressed himself highly delighted with it. You will 
read the eamplimentary ranarks o£ the Pays, the Patrie, the Siecle, the 
Presse ; the I>ekaU shakes its head wisely, apprehends mischief, and 
hopes &r the best. The CkMUtutionml is cynical, sarcastic, and iH- 
natwed. It probably tiiooght this course would please its Emperor, 
and it maist have been astonished the next morning at the tone of the 
Paif9 and Pabrie. The Qassette thinks the United States is no longer 
a star but a comet f and that when a comet << expands," it may set 
the world on fire. 

A pamphlet has just appeared in Paris, which, considering the expected 
visit of the Pope,, might reasonably have been expected . " About this time, 
look out for concessions to the Romish Church," as perhaps may be read 
in the Imperial Almanac. It has long been known that the Pope and 
his Cardinal woald require serious grants at the hands of the Emperor, 
slioiild they eassent to consecrate him, and one of the first and meat 
important of these has been supposed to be a th<xrough reconstmctioD 
<^ the French eode a» regards marriage. One of the great conqaeefs 
of the Revolution, was the separation of Church and State on this paxnt 
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and the perfect independence of the subject to choose whether he woalA 
ask the benediction of the priest on his union or not. By the present 
law, the mayor is competent to unite in marriage, and the ceremoiij ii 
complete when the state has performed it. Every couple is free to be 
married at the church afterwards, and the majoritjr certainly do clindi 
the civil service by the religious ceremony. But the latter is a vobxnr 
tary compliance, while the former is an obligatory formality. 

The object of the pamphlet of which I have spoken, is to show the 
propriety of making the religious portion of the marriage contraet as 
indispensable as the civil portion, and even requiring it to precede the 
riril ceremony. I cannot help looking upon this pamphlet as a ac^ of 
pilot balloon, to feel the way for something more serious soon to folkiw. 
There is only one argument that can be effectively urged for the innova- 
tion contemplated—and that is, that if Louis Napoleon must yield 
something to llome, better yield this point, than some other involving 
more weighty considerations. But it is always safe to let well enough 
alone. Liba*ty in matters of conscience has been dearly won, and now 
that it is won it had better be kept But there is another reason, whichy 
to my mind, is conclusive. 

In Paris, and in all large French cities, great numbers of men and 
women live together, to all intents and purposes married, always con- 
sidering themselves so, without the accomplishment of any ceremony at 
all, not even of that before the mayor. And this ceremony has. not been 
performed, in nine cases out of ten, because the parties have not the 
money to defray the expenses, nor the time to throw away upon forma- 
lities they regard as useless, or at least as not essentiaL They live 
together, nevertheless, and these connexions are quite as exemplary as 
those ratified before the altar. The absence of the wedding ring, in 
after years, from the wife's handL is never noticed, because even had she 
been married by the mayor, no wedding ring would have been plaeed 
on her finger. The ring is a witness to the solemnization of the religi- 
ous compact) and not of the civil. The children are duly recognised, 
and the stain upon their birth is never known, and if it were, it would 
make no difference in a coimtry where one-tenth of the whole population 
are bom out of wedlock. 

Still all this is an evil, and such connexions can be called by no nulder 
name than that of concubinage. Now, if an additional item is thrust 
into the code, making still another formality necessary for the ratifica- 
tion of marriage, it is evident that the number of persons who will dis- 
pense with both one and the other will very largely increase. If per- 
sons are deterred by the expense and delays of one ceremony, how many 
more will be deterred by the obstacles presented by two ? Many that 

would have borne both ^ cost and the tedium of the signii^ of the con- 
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tract, the production of certificates of birth, baptism, and vaccination, if 
they knew that they ended there, would shrink from the accompKshment 
of a further expensive routine, involving gold rings, gi'atuities to the poor, 
ribbons, bouquets, and a salvo from the belfry. We should have more 
nnlieensed intercourse than ever, and more illegitimate children than 
before. This is as clear as daybreak, and it would be an unfortunate 
result to spring from a measure taken^ in the interest of religion. We 
shall see something of the kind, however, if Louis Napoleon is to 
be crowned by the Pope ; for it is only at the price of flattering ihe 
Homan church that the consecration can be obtained. 

Among the rich, the expense of these numerous formalities naturally 
does not deter families from their rigorous accomplishment. The 
fether and mother of the proposed couple, not overwhelmed by the 
arduous nature of the duties usual in such cases, undertake also the 
ceremony of courtship, which is better illustrated by an engraving than 




Dy text A parent having a marriageable daughter, claims also the right 
of selection beforehand ; and to this end, keeps a list of eligible gentle- 
men, out of whom a choice may be made. A very flattering series 




would be the following:— a deputy-judge, a captain in the army, a 
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TJaoonnt, yrhoee title compensates for his lack of means, a ciyil-engineer, 
and a criminal-lawyer. Whoever may become tiie happy man, it is 
Moendly without any mark either of approyal or dissatis&ction. on 'Qib 
part of the young lady. She* is never one instant alone witii her lofver 
tin after the celebration of the nuptials, and it is with no little curiosity 
to learn with what sort of person they have linked their fortunes, that 
tthey sit down to their first dinner, and hold their first conversation. 




The Casino Paganini is a dancmg garden in the Chaussee d'Antin. 
As if this were not enough to blast the reputation of the place, specu- 
lators in state and hiusy bonds have been for some time past in the 
bafait of meeting thero on Sunday, to drive in secret the trade which, 
the poHce have forbidden in public at the Bourse. This exchange, 
known as the Petite Bourse, was formerly held on Sundays at Tortoni's, 
till it was forbidden by the government. It was then transported to 
the Passage de TOpera; and being driven from there, went and hid 
itself at the Casino Paganini. It has been ousted from here in its turn. 
!Do not be led to suppose that this measure is owing to considerations of 
morality. To clear the Casino of Simday speculators, and to let the 
Sunday dancers stay, would be rather inconsistent morality. The facts 
are briefly these : — Sunday meetings were never numerous, and were 
generally composed of inexperienced and tunid gamblers. They would 
get into a panic for nothing, and bring down the fonds witliout the 
remotest shadow of reason. The genuine Bourse of the next day was 
of course unsettled by these irregular operations. Last Sunday the 
jobbers feond the poHce there before them. The gendarmes, who had 
Bodiing io do, amused their idleness in playing pitchpenny, but the 
fimds of \hQ state are nsrt influenced by this sort of head-or-taU. 

The prefect of tiie Loire Siierieure has jost suspended the municipal 
council of one of his villages, " on aeeoimt of their systematic oppositioa 
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to a pn^osition he had made for the rebuilding of the church whidi was 
filing into rains.'' This obdurate council had resisted the prefect's 
act, because he had decreed that they should pay for the repairs, 
when they had no money ! The prefects of late have been dull and 
drowsy. I am glad to learn from this that one of them, at least, is 
alive and merry. The loss of the most amusing of them, who has been 
made senator, is seyerely felt I trust he will make a speech on taJdng 
his seat. M. Chapuis MontlaTiUe could hardly fdl, on such an occasion^ 
to be solemnly and imposingly inane. 



CHAPTER XCI. 



THE MAKRUGE POLEMIC SETTLED— A EEPtJBLICAN BT7KIED IN THE 
PBESENCE OF POLICE AND CANNON — GTJERONNIEEE ON PEDDLING. 

Apia 7tli, 1853. 
The Maniteur has publidbied a paragraph to the effect that no innovation 
in the mode of celebrating marriages is contemplated by the government, 
sixty years of experience having proved the excellence of the existing 
practice. Thus you will see that the official journal has couched its 
assertion in its usual- vague and prevaricatory style. The next morning, 
the Pays and Fatrie took credit to themselves fo* not having entered 
into the polemic, as they did not care to combat chimeras, and as they 
knew that the rumors that had heen circulated were entirely without 
foundation. Now, all this time, the matter was under discussion in 
cabinet councils, and if it was finally resolved to maintain the existing 
practice in the solemnization of marriages, it was because it was found 
that public opinion was opposed to any change. The Moniteur^s plan 
invariably isj in case of the abandonment of any project by the Emperor, 
to declare that it had never been entertained. The polemic in the 
journals is naturally brought to a close by this announcement. 

If, therefore, France cannot make concesdons to Kome, the Pope 
naturally will not come to Paris to crown Louis Napoleon, and this is 
the first inference to be drawn from the paragraph in the Moniteur. 
Shrewd observers consider the negotiation as thus abruptly terminated. 
If the Emperor still wishes to be consecrated, he must get the Archbishop 
of Bheims to do it, or else go without. 

' The funeral of Michel (de Bourges) took place in that city, last 
Saturday. Not only was the whole disposable police and gendarmerie 
on foot, but two piquets of artillery were posted in a position command- 
ing the route from the church to the cemetery, and a detachment of 
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cavalry was stationed in front of the clrarch. The ceremony 'was 
ordered (by despatch from Paris) to take place at half-past seven in the 
morning. About twenty people only were admitted into the cemetery 
— several of the near relatives of the deceased being exclnded v^th. the 
throng. No discourse over the grave would have been allowed, and 
probably none was contemplated. Such are the consequences of strong 
convictions, resolute fidelity, and unswerving attaclunent to principle 
Michel de Bourges and Victor Hugo were the most brilliant orators in 
the late National Assembly. 

The Moniteur publishes Arthur Oueronni^re's report to the Minister 
of Police on book peddling and colportage generally in France, from 
which it appears that peddlers, finding it easier to dispose of immoral 
books than of moral ones, vend a great many more of the former than cf 
the latter; that these works are generally illustrated by improper 
engravings, which are published apart, and which are used to decide a 
doubtful purchaser, and clinch a timid bargain. There are 3,500 peddlers 
in France, distributing annually nine million volumes. It is to be 
remarked, says M. Gueronnidre incidentally and insinuatively, that 
peddling became more than ever abominable and disgraceful dUiing the 
latter portion of the reign of Louis Philippe. Peddling is the caus^ of 
socialism, by which we all nearly perished last year, and from which, 
nothing but the courageous initiative of Louis Napoleon saved us. The 
committee, of which this gentleman is the reporter, has examined, 
authorized, or rejected a vast quantity of books, magazines and en- 
gravings. All the books authorized have been read and commented 
on profoundly by Arthur and the other committeemen; and all thue , 
pictures admitted were examined through the microscope, and held up . 
to the window to see if they were not insidious transparencies. Gueron- , 
nitre's pamphlet on the coup d^itat was passed unanimously. The 
reporter concludes by expressing a fear that by regulating peddlers, 
the government will not be able, altogether, to suppress vice ; and I may 
conclude my notice of the subject by expressing my own fear that by- 
extirpating Gueronnidre, we should not entirely aboliish the race of 
sycophants and renegades. 
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CHAPTER XCII. 

A NAFOLEONy GBEATER THAN NAPOLEON THE 0KEAT— THEATRICAL 
INTERDICTS— PUPPET-SHOWS ABB DiPBOYING. 

April Uth, 1863. 
The Emperor gave a small private ball at the Tnileries on Tlyirsday 
night— a bal d'intimite. Only 800 guests were present. There was but 
one gallery open, and but one orchestra. ITiere were only three 
gentlemen in the new court costume; the rest were in uniform, 
showing that they all held some public office either in France or in 
other countries. To me the most absorbing feature of the official balls, 
is the presence of Napoleon Bonaparte, Junior. His resemblance to the 
Emperor, his Uncle, was always striking ; it is becoming so marked of 
late, that I never come upon him imexpectedly without starting. He is 
perhaps three inches taller than the elder Napoleon ; he is larger generally, 
and probably weijghs fifty pounds more. He studies attitudes that have 
been immortalized in the more famous pictures of Napoleon ; he dresses 
like him, and has made himself a little paunch, with a strap running 
over it, that could never be mistaken. He is silent and dreamy' in 
society, and seeks to appear like an Oriental, and, like Napoleon, stem 
and indifferent, because confident, resigned and determined. He danced 
■with the Empress, opposite to the Emperor, but did not speak to his 
partner during the quadrille. He stood motionless and speechless, with 
one foot a little in advance of the other, and his right hand in his breast. 
Could Louis Napoleon have that figure, that face and air, he might hope 
for ^"90 years* more power than the Fates can probably spare him. As 
lie is, I doubt not he would be willing to pay, or to make France pay, a 
hundred millions to be remoulded into the form of his cousin; or to get 
out his cannon again on the Boulevard, and bang away at the people till 
he had killed a few thousand men, and convinced the Parisians for 
the second time, that if they do not want to be slain by the socialists, 
they must be slaughtered by the protector of Order, Religion, and 
Family. 

The literary and dramatic world have been in a high state of excite- . 
ment lately, on account of two grotesque incidents. La Malaria, a 
tragedy in one act, and Les Landis de Madame,, & comedy in one 
act, both produced at the French Theatre, were interdicted ten and 
six days ago, by the Emperor — the first because it was stupid, and 
the second because it did not amount to much! Never in the annals 
of the drama had such a thing been heard of. Both plays had been 
accepted by the Reading: Committee of the theatre, appointed by the 
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Minister of the Interior; both had been peBsed by the Censors, and boiJi 
bftd been approved by the public For the goyemment to interfere, 
from a motiye not political, after this, iraa totally vdthont examples 
The oenaorahip was instituted by the goyemment to represent its 
BiteresfeB and to ent out or snppress whateyer was hostile iSieareftx)* If 
beyond this ordeal tbere is still another, that of the Emperor^s caprices 
and ill-humor, dramatic literature and dramatic art are no longer 
possible. The Beading Committee sent in notice of its resignataon, 
if the interdids -were not withdrawn. Next day the manager reeeiyed 
pennissioii to continue the representations of the dull and 8ta|»i plays 
in question. The Pakie announced the next eyening that the Diomentaiy 
sqBpsession of Xm XiHu^M was owing to the interference of the £imilyof 
the author, who thought that the pea^formanoe of so gay a piece, so soon 
after his death, wus impn^er. Now Mr. Allard died a year ago, and 
his fimily haye been moving heayen and earth ever since to get his 
oomedy played. They even allowed Mr. L6on Gozlan to cut it down 
fhnn fiye acts to one, to hasten its production. StiU, there are many 
pec^e that belieye the Pa^rie, though I hope I haye taught you prudence 
in ^lis respect If the Emperor finds La Malaria dull, he need not go 
to see it again. It is curious to note the eagerness of the Parisianfi to ga 
and see these plays since they learned the Emperor yawned at tliem. 
The interdicts will giye them each a dozen nights more thdn they would' 
have attained on their own merits. 

I notice a yery palpable progress in tlie art of exhibiting puj^ets or 
nutrumnettea, in Paris. There are five of these exhibitions in the open 
air upon the Champs Elys^es, besides two stationary theatres deyoted 
to that speciality, on the Boulevard du Temple. I do not see that the 
latter are at all superior to the former. There are two kinds of puppets, 
those managed from underneath — ^the exhibitor's arm being run up into 
the garments composing their body, and his fingers forming their arms— 
and those managed ^nm. overhead, by means of very visible wires which 
sustain their weight, and strings which communicate tiie neoessaiy 
movements to their legs, and the appropriate gestures to their arms. 
The former — ^puppets proper — have no legs of course; they must be 
supposed to tondi ground three or four inches below the spectator's line ' 
of vision. They hs;ve great strength in their arms, and their prindpal 
duty is to eazxy heavy oljects from place to place, and their prindpal 
pleasure, to whack each other with dubs. The latter — marumneUei 
proper — ^have but little force in their upper limbs, but can give a very 
plump and well directed kick, if desired. 

The oonversatian is of course carried on by the exhibitor, in twocr 
more voices. If the number of dramatis persona require it, his vife 
lends him the assistance of her vocal organs, sustaining, natmraUy, Hat 

Digitized by V^OO^ ItT 



ZXI0OLOBED SKETCHES IK rASin. 315 

port of the dialogue wliidi iaXle to the more shrill-Yoiced of the cha- 
ractfygr On SnndayB, Hiese out-of-door exhibitors perform to audiences 
Tarying from thirty to fifty p^sons, seated on. straw-bottomed chairs, 
-witiiin the ropes. Fifty persons at two sons a piece, make a dollar ; 
and fifteen performanoes may be given easily from three o'clock to nine. 
On. other days, howeTer fair the weather may be, the receipt is barely 
oae-third as large. The lady who takes the money, and who seats the 
audience, often gives the choice of the play to the visitors — ^naming over 
a dozen or so of the best pieces of her husband's repertory. I rememb^ 
that ouce it fell to me to select the entertainment, and I chose, without 
any particular reason for so doing, a farce m one act, entitled, Le De- 
fnenagement^ or, ^' The Change of Lodgings." I have never ceased to 
regret to this day this most unlucky seiectioQ. We had an audience 
equal in point of el^^oe and toilet to any I have seen of late at the 
Italian Opera. The &rce was of a nature, I am sorry to say, highly 
to amuse, but not either to refine or instruct. It called forth peals of 
laughter, and, I cannot doubt, summoned blushes untold and unseen 
to many a niprtified cheek. It was calculated to offend the fastidious 
in a supreme degree, and, spite of my appreciation of the tlieatre and 
dramatic literature, I feel bound to say that this particular specimen 
of a scenic representation called for an expression of popular opinion, 
and that the manager ought to have been made to feel the weight of 
the national displeasure. 

The play consisted in an exhibition of the annoyances, breakages, 
losses, and smashes, consequent upon misving from one suite of rooms 
to another. The frmny man of the frurce was continually crossing the 
stage with articles in his arms whidi a proper sense of decency would 
have led him to conceal. He would endeavour to suffocate his master 
by overwhelming him witli a feathi^-bed, and would then pretend that 
his violence was the result of aoddent or error ; he would toss crockery 
ont of the window, and somewhat laijer, pretending fatigue and extreme 
heat, he deliberately undressed himself upon the stage in full view of 
the audience. When he got to his shirt, a policeman came in and 
ajrrested him for an outrage 15)011 public delicacy. If ever Madame 
Xioyal or Madame Bambochinet should offer to any individuals who may 
have read these lines the choice of the entertainment, let me advise them 
to avoid " Le Dfimgnagement" There are other plays, perhaps less 
laughable, but more instructive and ^inobling. " Jeannot et Jeannette" 
is a pastoral military sketch, representing the departure of a conscript 
for the wars, and his subsequent return, decked with the ribbon of the 
Iiegion of Honor. " The Sorcerer in Spite of Himself," is calculated to 
impress the moral that there is really little credence to be placed in 
t m pernat a ral agencies, and that the most happy are the 
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do their duty, ** The Charcoal Man" is a burlesque interspersed -with 
combats, songs, and broils with the soldiers. In short, the repertoryiil 
current plays is large, and a person desiring to choose, cannot do bett^' 
than to take the first one that the lady in command happens to mention 
— ^that is, unless it chances to be " Moving Day." In no other counti^ 
than France, probably, would an elegantly-dressed lady sit witii hst 
children at a puppet-show in the open air, not twenty feet from tld^ 
most fiEishionable promenade in the city, where, perhaps, her carriage' 
and servants attend her. ^ 

With the rise of the Empire, there is a wonderful resurrection froai 
the dead of old titles, and old gewgaws connected with them. In 1848,- 
the various designations of dukes, marquises, and viscounts, and th^ 
female counterparts, disappeared like owls before the sun, or ghosts 
at the approach of dawn, or swallows at the first breath of winter. Bat 
the season has changed; the imperial sun now shines upon these ephe- 
mera, and they have risen and fim the air with their gaudy wings. 




A Yiieoiint, as good as new. 

It may be, indeed, that the elder nobility, those whose names reaily 
have a meaning, have never dropped their titles ; from the days of Qji 
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^^9toratioQy to the present time, they have kept themselves in state, at 
tfoifiir city hotels or country chateaux. But the lesser lights of the old 
regime, and the greater lights of the new one, are especially gilt and 
^^wing at the Tuileries, and along the Champs Elys^es. Among them, 
i^id seeking to catch a little of their glory hy contact and connexion, 
we see a few Americans ; some of these appear to he anxious to drown 
tlieir repuhlican names hy the marriage of their daughters with vis- 
counts or marquises, who, though they are hut recently exhumed from 
the insignificance to which they were reduced, when they lost their 
titles ia the month of Fehruary, are now as good as new, and are 
among the limiinaries of the court. 



CHAPTER XCllI. 



MODEL CONSISTENCY — UTILE CUM DULCI— DAGGERS OF HONOR— A 
DECREE ON SPONGE CAKE — BRANDY IN MAINE AND BRANDY IN PARIS. 




George Sand. 

April 21st, 1853. 
The Constitutionnel announces that it has bought of Madame George 
8aud a novel to be immediately Dublished in its feuilleton. Consistency 
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is a jcrwd, cenuaaljf but s good subsenptuHi list is of moce ysIbs i^kmt 
Burny jewels. Not three yean ago^ the OmatittUunmd At^^^^m^ ^rJi 
George Sand as one of the ** initiatorB of febmarj/' ^ one of the la ^ 
fimstical inciters of the poor against the zidiy" &c. &c. It now <rfyW 
her ''the author of nxunerons ehefa^ceuvre^ ^ pro&und obseEver^"* 
« marrellona colaristy** &c. The committee on colportage lately ^ehidsd 
her works from the pcdlsrs' lists, and the QnutiiniUimnj^ eulc^ised the 
oommittee's exdnsions. It now onnttanees its intention c^ prnudif 
30,000 copies of one of this lady's wvrks a day, and offers it as an " extnr 
ordinary indaceiaent to aU who have not yet made dioice of an entav 
taining family newspaper/' &c. What are we to think of a journal tJHtt 
nrges the government to interdict the circulation of works that it stig^ 
matizes one day as immoral, and which it declares the next to be dufi- 
d^csuvref 

MM. Giiizot and Salvandy, both ex-ministers of Louis Philippe, pubM 
long and valuable articles in the current number of the RevfJie Content 
oratne. The Conatitutiannel has hit upon a means of .saying a good woid 
for these gentlemen, and, at the same time, reminding them that power 
has passed from their hands, and that they belong to another age. As 
thus : " What is to be noticed in the article of M. de Salvandy, as well 
as in that of M. Guizot, is a certain melancholic and even tonehisg 
suavity, which cannot fail to impress the reader, who will remember that 
they are both fallen statesmen, whose disgrace has soothed rather than 
embittered their feelings^'' The ecitie manages to combine the nsefol 
with the agreeable in tlw Beak jast and harmonious proportions. 

The Minister of Pdiee has usned a circular, of which, it appearsi 
there was great need in the psvfinces. It enjoins upon the prefects the 
necessity of watching cloaelf the movements of persons who travel 
about the country, colleetiiig sabscrxptions for swords of honor, emblem- 
atical bucklers, civic crowns^ &e., to be offered to the Emperor as 
pledges of the gratitude and sympathy of the nation. The Emperor 
does not want any sword of honor, or civic crowns ; if he did, lie could 
order them for himself It is to be feared, too, that the'money obtained in 
this way is more likely to be diverted into the pockets of the collectors, 
than into the scabbard or on to the temples of his Majesty. Wherefore 
the prefects will be on their guard, when they hear of bucklers, crowns, 
and daggers. 

The Moniteur contains the announcement that their Majesties have 
been pleased to confer the patent of ftimisher to the palace upon M. 
Chabrand, Jr., manufacturer of Biscuits de Kheims. That is, M. Cha- 
brand will furnish the Tuileries with all the Biscuits de Rheims it may 
stand in need of. Is the Empress fiilly aware of all the consequences cf 
such an act? I have reaEy lived up to this hoar in the belief that 
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' Bucvits de lUieiBfl were reaU^r made at El&eimsy and wexe sent to Fam 
by railroad. Of coarse,8iiclL a eonTietitBk caa. nerer saarnve a deerae 
wbich aatkoiizes a paatry cook to make tbeia at Faria. Other decarees 
will doubtless make way with any other Yeatigea of simplicity that we 
may have retained. Scmebody here will he aathonzed to make Strasbnrg 
beer, Bol<^na sanflagesy Bayonne hams, and Bamaacna raasors. Somebody 
win get a permit tomake and famish the Trnkries wilii Beston soda- 
crackers, Stnart'a 'vmiUa candy, Geneva watches, and Balian macaroni. 

I neyerdioiild have imagined that an Emperor wooM eat Biscuits de 
Bheims; personally, I consider them poor lire. They are what we call 
finger cakes, I believe, a word which sufficiently indicates their size and 
shape. They are sold in boxes of twelve, at ten scma a box. That is the 
price asked of the canaiUe ; probably the ^nperor pays more. 

Americans seeking fer lodgings in Pans are often led to ranark a cir- 
ei^mstanee somewhat different from things they lefb behind them. In 
Maine, I believe, a man cannot have brandy in his hoose ; let the same 
man come to Paris, and he will be apt to find that he cannot take a 
honsewithont taking some brandy too. In the following manner : Tired 
of banting and wandering up and down stairs, you go to some man wha 
keeps a list of lodgings to let, with the story, prioe,nimiber of rooms, all 
marked s^nst them. This man asks you nothing for the services he 
renders, as it ia not his profession to fumi^ app&cants with apartments. 
He is a wine>dealer by trade, and, if yon nitimatdy hire rooms pointed 
oat by him, he will merely ask leave to provide you with what Hquora 
and wines you wiQ. stand in need of, He has good cM Cognac, excellent 
Chateau-Margot, and fine fiEumly Bnrgnndy. Tou find ^mt you cannot 
do better, and as you mnst not drink water apd mnst drink wine, he be- 
comes your purveyor daring your stay. Thus, brandy may get you out 
of your house at home, while it gets you into it here. 



CHAPTER XCIV^ 

THE FBINCESS MATHILDE IN HER ELEMENT— WASHINGTON A HUNDRED 
TEARS HENCE — AMATEUR THEATRICALS — THE MOST CONVENIENT 
LETTER IN THE ALPHABET. 

April 2Sth, 1853. 
There was a grand baU at the Tuileries on Monday night. The 
Em^ess being imwell, was not present. If there was a person happy 
th«re. it was the Princess Mathilde. Her fair brow ^ 
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eyer sinoe the imperial nuptials, wlien she lost her pre-emuiemoe as 
mistreaB of the Conrt On this occasion, the Emperor entered the 
ball-room from his priyate apartments, with the Princess on his arm. 
They walked through all the galleries once, and then the £knperor 
retired for the night, leaving his cousin in full command of the field. 
She was all smiles, and grace, and radiance ; she shook hands on the 
right and on the left, she bowed over shoulders and across groups, a2id 
had a pleasant woid for every one. The forgotten etiquette of the 
receptions of the Elys^ was reviyed; when she walked, she was pre- 
ceded by a chamberlain who cleared the way, and was followed by 
ladies of hon<Mr, who kept the crowd from her skirts. She opened the 
ball, and led the march to supper. The country people— a feyy.prefe^ 
and subprefects, procureurs and mayors — ^tobk her to be the iEmpress^ 
till some Parisian set them right 

Messrs. Goupil and Co. have quite an American display in tiieir 
windows this week. First, is a portrait of President Pierce, dressed as 
he was when in command in Mexico. I hardly know why they have 
represented him as a warrior ; the fact that he is Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and Navy of the United States would not seem to be a 
sufficient motive. Tben there is a lithograph of Daniel Webster at 
home ; a colored print of Niagara Falls — of New-York — ^New-Orleans ^ 
terrible scenes of Indian warfare, gathered, I should imagine, from Mr. 
CatUn's last album ; and, finally, a very Utopian representation of its& 
City of Washington, B.C. This appears to be the work of the Monu- 
ment Association, for that spuidling monolith is carried up to its full 
height in the picture, and the grounds around are laid out with an eye 
to symmetry, little fountains, and nicely-tended gravel walks. This is, 
of course, an ideal Washington — an id^ which may never be realised. 
But I prefer that the Parisians should gather their opinions of the 
republican capital from such a fancy sketch as this, than from one 
dealing with the real and actual in imdue proportions. The engraves 
have presented us with Washington as a phalansterium, or model 
town, and I feel that they deserve the thanks of the Americans abroad. 
Few Parisians will take the pains to i^ead the intelligence underneath, 
that the picture is intended to represent Washington a himdred years 
hence ; — the name of the city suggests, of course, ike idea that it is the 
city as it appears to-day. They inwardly remark: "A charming 
residence, that;" "very beautifully-trimmed shrubbery;" or "pleasant 
house there by the river." The house in question, be it known, ia one 
inserted by the designer ;--it is not yet built, and the street it is on is 
not yet laid out I would not for the world dispel any illusion that may 
tend to heighten the opinion entertained in foreign coimtries of my native 
land. I would even advise the publishers to extend tlieir srstem of' 
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expurgation and revision to some of the other cities of America ; to send 
m New-York, without the omnibuses, the Five Points, Chnrch-street, 
and Bamnm's Museum ; and with the addition of the Battery enlarged, 
a Mint, a Park, one stationary and acknowledged Opera House, and a 
responsible Superintendent of Streets. This could be entitled New* 
York, and xmdemeath, in small letters, as it '' might, could, should, and 
ought to be, but never will be." They could continue the series with a 
model Boston, a revised and corrected Philadelphia, and an annotated 
and enlarged Baltimore. 

Geoffi*oy St. Hilaire, the Director of the Garden of Plants, has founded 
a very agreeable little institution, the object of which is to give to the 
laborers in the gardens, the employes of the galleries and museumSi 
gratuitous theatrical exhibitions once a fortnight Partly with his own 
means, and partly from the fund set apart by the government, he has 
Irailt a small theatre in the Bue du Banquier. The pupils from the 
Ck>ns6rvatoire, and from time to time some of the best actors of the 
established theatres, and now and then an amateur, compose the 
dramatis persona. They give their services, of course, free of charge* 
A few of the front seats are reserved for such persons as are willing to 
pay three francs for them. The tickets are disposed of by M. St. 
Hilaire and his friends. In the intermission, a velvet bag is passed 
round by the actress who has played the principal character in the 
previous piece. In this way the current expenses are defrayed. I had 
the satisfaction of witnessing the performancjB of the 1st of April. The 
bill was composed of ** Marianne," one of the most popular melo-dramas 
o£ the present century. It was played by Madame Guyon, the prima 
dcnma of the Ambigu. L* Hotel Garni was executed by pupils of the 
Conservatoure, and Jobin et Nanette by amateurs. 

Everything was conducted in the most charmingly off-hand style. 
"When the orchestra became unruly, the prompter's head would protrude 
from Ids box or hole in front of the footlights, and he would be heard to 
say, ''Aliens done, la musique!" At the close of the fourth act of 
« Marianne," Madame Guyon remembered that she should need a phial 
of poison for the catastrophe. The "properties" were ransacked, but 
nothing that could in any way be made to answer, rewarded the search. 
The stage-manager (the gentleman who keeps the oxides at the Garden 
of Plants) appeared before the curtain: "Ladies and gentlemen, 
Madame Guyon has need of some sort of a phial (un flacon quelconque), 
in order to meet the exigences of the denouement. Does any one 

happen to have such a thing about him ? " Mrs. , of Boston, who 

was sitting by my side, proffered a small bottle of smelling-salts, which 
was received in silent rapture by the manager, and with a whirlwind of 
applause by the audience. For a deadly dose, I anj c^fr^^Jl^^petuous 
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m^tiiiiifl found the phial ntber too renTifyiag and restorative. Hovrever, 
as a happy mcident tama «p jnat in timis to arrest the tragedy, perhaps 
salte serred tka popose qiiita as wdl as proasic acid would have done. 
The only ohstade in tha way of a frequent ettendaaoe at M. St. 
Hilaire's entertainments, la, that his tiieatre is three miles from the 
centre of Paris, and that whan thare, yon £eel a neryoas conscioiisneas 
that yon axe doae to the haniar, to the Uone Market, to the Saltpetre 
Hospital, to the Villajnif Slanghter-honse, and not £ur from the Mount 
Pamaasos Bnrying-groond ; all which, at twelve o'clock at night, 
make a very suggestive neighhorhood. 
The French newspapers, in relating aneodotes of persons kno\m to 

tile public, instead of saying M. did so and so. Mile ^d 

tins or that, use a much more convmient formnla. It is not every one 
that knows how to render this typographical sabstLtation into English. 
Sheridan, in ardor that his readers may give to the language of Mr. 
Puff the glibness necessary to the character, translates the printer's 
hieroglyphics to their hands. Miss Fanny Flirt is written Miss F dash 
Four Stars. The Frendi invariably say M. X, M'lle X, Mme. X, and it 
ifi only lately that I have discovered why this letter is chosen in pre- 
ference to any of the other twenty-five. X, in algebra, represents the 
unknown quantity; and so, in journalism, it has been adopted to stand 
for the person that shall be nameless. X is, emphatically, an anonymons 
letter. I remember reading an anecdote, some years ago, of ''Onr 
&vorite actress, Mile X.," who had saved somebody fixxn drowning, and 
Mpeat an hour in rimning ova: the stock companies of every theatre in 
Paris. I subsequently learned that the lady in question was Mile 
Judith. The quantity of people whose names begin with X is really 
astonishing ; and the number of deeds that X accomplishes in the courss 
ef a day is quite fiihulras. I would advise the Am^can editors to 
i^ree upcm an initial, to be used instead of the blank, the stars^ or tJu 
dksh. It is short and convenient, and eneoormges rdftectkm. Do not 
select A, B, C, D — ^those fellows that are continually dividing ap^es, 
and proposing each other hard questions in the azithmetic books ; par M 
and N->sacred to the marriage ceremony in the Common Prayer; nor 
Q, which is always ftUowed by a ii— fiir it would be revealing two j 
letters of the name intended to be kept a secret; nor W, nor Y — §ae I 
they have a treacherous way of sometimes being consonants, and some- 1| 
times vowels, which lendors it impossible to entrust them with your 
confidence. But I see no objectkm to any of the others, and whatever 
selection you may make, I agree, beforehand, to aoquiasoe che^iully in 
the arrangement. 
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CHAPTER XCV. 

THE EIGHT COU>IlS OP THE EAINBOW— NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL 
ROSES— ST. ARNAUD CONVERTED— A BABT CONFESSES ITS SINS. 

Haj 9th, 1853. 
The Bnperial Society of Horticaltare (last yrsax it was the National 
Society) is holding ite twenty-fbiirth annual exMbition in the Champs 
Elys^s. The most temporazy construction Btiilt by the French looks 
as if it were meant to stand for years. The horticultural tent and the 
flower-garden it shelters seoa qmte as permanent as the Crystal Palace, 
just over the way. The ground covered in measures, p^haps, two 
acres, and is in the form of a T. One of the stationary fountains of the 
Champs ElysSes forms the nucleus of the display, and is fenced in by a 
little green railing, a bitumen side-walk, a ring of tiie brightest pos- 
sible turf, and an inter-ring of silver jSr and lignum vitas. The hard, 
down-trodden sur£ice of the place has received a coating of softer soil, 
to the depth of perhaps a foot In this, gravel-paths are laid out, flower- 
pots imbedded,' cherry-trees sunk; little up-heavings of earth, like a 
soup-plate turned over upon a table, are crammed thick with the pro- 
ducts of our ornamental hcnrticulture ; little dells, scoo^d out as it were 
with a salt-spoon — so gently inclined Are they — ^receive such plants and 
fruits as grow best in low grounds, where they grow wild at all. llie 
architect and gardener have kindly sought to humor their inclination, 
and have scolloped them out a hollow, where they can imagine they 
catch the runaway water, and escape the cold winds that blow upon the 
' hills — the soup-plate elevations that I spoke of just now. 

Of course all the seven colours of the rainbow are there, and I am 
mistaken if I did not see an eighth; besides one or two new roses, 
several pears evolved during the year, and perhaps half-ardozen varieties 
of apples that Natnre never produced before, and certainly never would 
have produced at all, had not she been assisted by her aspiring sister. 
Art. This mingling of the juices of distinct species is working won- 
ders in French orchards; as Mr. Hardy, the gardener of the Lux- 
embourg, often says — Verbum Sap, Sap is the word. Baron Soths- 
child and M. Chevet have both contributed a basket of mixed fruits ; as 
you might suppose, the man who has made horticulture a profession, has 
Ikirly distanced the financier, who merely makes it a pastime, and 
leaves the work to his gardener. Everybody admires Chevet's basket, 
and begins to get up a sneer of disapprobation of the Baron's, till he 
reads die name of the contributor ; he tiben seeks ta convert the sneer 
into a sort of tardy approval, the resnlt, as it "g^^ff^bftlSl?!^?^^* ^'^^ 
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Tiction, and of the sober second thonght. M. Chevet also exhibits ripe ^ 
strawberries, nineteen of which make a ponnd ; cherries, one of which ' 
makes two bites; and pine-apples which drag the stem which supports' 
them to within safe dropping distance of the ground. 

As I said, nature is closely elbowed by art in this exhibition, as I 
imagine she always is in the horticultural shows. Forcing, grafting, 
crossing, green-housing, transplanting, acclimating, are the processes 
which produce the effects that the Imperial Society exhibits. Nature, 
I presume, produces nothing but wild flowers* But the two ends of the 
tent—one of the extremities of the T being the entrance and exit — ^aie 
devoted exclusively to such works of art as are in any way connected 
with ornamental gardening — statues in baked earth, rustic seats, iron 
treUis work, patent watering engines, blinds, miniature hot-houses, * 
flower-pots of rose-wood, hoes and spades of new patterns, and of such 
exquisite material and workmanship, that they seem more like articles 
of the toilet than utensils of the garden. I saw a rake that I oould 
recommend to any lady for a fine tooth-comb. 

There is a man that has a counter of imitation frait; a man that has 
had the courage to reproduce the defects, the warts, the wrinkles, the 
straggling lines that are apt to deface the best of pears, and disfigure 
the most esteemed brands of peaches. I never saw any imitated fruit 
before, whose roey cheeks and faultless complexion did not at oUoe 
betray the handiwork of paint, and the absence of all sunshine, night- 
dews, and thunder-showers. The artist has even gone so &r as to 
represent an orange in a state of advanced decomposition, and to put 
the mouldy side up, — which is never done, by the way, with an orange 
that IB genuine. There is a lady who exhibits a box of peaches made of 
gypsy-paper : you only see half of them, for they are imbedded in moss up 
to their middle. The owner points out with evident satisfaction, a white 
crack in the paper " where the Emperor pressed on a little too hard.** 
That crack will be quite an opening for the gypsy-paper-peach-lady* The 
next exhibitress has a contLaual crowd about her: she disposes of whole 
packs of her addresses, and reaps a whirlwind of " charmafU," *' tres 
joU^ and <' oA, c^est ravissantJ* She shall have a paragraph to herself. 

She has before her half-a-dozen large flower-pots, in which are grow- 
ing as many tall, healthy rose-bushes, in full bloom. That is, they 
appear to be in bloom ; but the bushes only are natural, the roses are 
artificial. They are made of batiste, very fine linen cambric, and are 
colored by hand. The petals have that crumpled, wavy appearance 
peculiar to rose-leaves, and the hue, pale at the edges, deepens as it 
approaches the centre of the flower. You may dust them, wipe them, 
flip them ; they recover at once their fi)rm, and keep it perennially* The 
red-rose, the white-rose, and the tea-rose, are all beautifoUy imitated* 
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It is impossible to discover the imposture till you find that the roses are 
without scent. This is their principal recommendation. French ladies 
cannot bear the odor of flowers, and the new inyention will supply a 
great desideratum. You send your rose-bush to Mrs. Crccier, with 
directions to put as many roses on it as twenty francs will pay for. She 
hangs it with four at five francs, or five at four firancs, according to the 
size and color, for the yellow is the most costly, and the white the least 
so. You may then have an evergreen in your garden, and an everred 
in your parlor. Your flower-stand is in continual bloom, and your 
visitors wonder at your success in all seasons and all weathers. Of 
course, we shall soon have oambric camelias, sempiternal butter-cups, 
unfading dahlias, and hyacinths that shall know no sere and yellow leaf. 
Perhaps the commoner species will have their turn, and we shall buy 
calico sunflowers, gingham daisies, muslin-de-laine dandelions. It will, 
perhaps be cheaper to get the artificial than the real flowers. The 
cotton and the flax-plant will produce all the blossoms you can want, 
and the rest may withdraw. In short, as some one said at my side, 
nature may resign — on va destituer Dieu, 

It seems that St. Amaud became a Christian durmg nis sojourn at 
Hy^res. A southern journal gives some touching details upon his con- 
version. He had found no relief in the ordinary practice of medicine, 
and sent for a homoBopathic physician. This gentleman was renowned 
both for pills and piety, and mingled them in such happy proportions, 
that as the body became composed, the spirit became disturbed. After 
several days of anxiety, he asked that a priest might be sent for, as he 
"wished to confess. Mme. St. Amaud suggested the Bishop of Frejus. 
'' No," said the minister, '' I want somethLig less consequential than a 
prince of the church ; send for the cur§ of Hy^res." St. Amaud con- 
fessed^ says the southern journal. It must have taken a long time, for 
St. Amaud is a member of the cabinet, and helped execute the coup- 
dPetaU 

Apropos of confession, I saw a little girl the other day, about seven 
years old, who had just returned from her first visit to the confessional. 
I was curious to know what her revelation to the priest had been. 1 
found that, after a good deal of hesitation, she had acknowledged having 
seen M. Anatole kiss sister Marie in the dining-room! Poor child! 
The nice distinction between other people's sins and her own had not 
yet been drawn in her mind. She saw the beam before she. saw the 
mote. Though an exchange of kisses in the dining-room can hardly be 
called a beam : splinter or shaving would perhaps b better* 
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CHAPTER XCVI. 

A PANIC AT THE BOIS D£ BOULOGNE— THE MONITEUB DENIES SUNDBT 
CALUMNIES— AN ITALIAN PBINCE AND AN ITALIAN SAINT — ^INSTBUC- 
TI0N8 HOW TO PBESENT PETITIONS TO HIS MAJESTY. 

May 28th, 1853. 
Thebe was quite a soene at the Bois de Boiilog:ne on Sunday. The 
preflB of caxiiageB and the throng of promenaders wm large, spite of the 
races at Chantill j, which had drawn off nearly all that portion of the 
halntuSs who ride on horseback, or driTe themselves in light wagons. 
Such only as Isaffer themselves to be paraded by a coachman were 
present, but the avenues were quite fall enough as it was. At aboat 
half-past four, two mounted guards passed at a moderate trot. The 
Emperor is coming, said every one. His Majesty followed about fifty 
rods behind, on horseback, fianked by a gentleman on either side. He 
looked bettei than I have ever seen him ; in fact, he never appears to 
such advantage as on horseback. I could almost have applied the epithet 
dktingue to him ; he smiled and bowed at intervals, conversing gaily at 
the same time with his companions. At a proper distance, two guards 
brought up the rear, in a state of perpendicular solemnity eminently 
befitting the occasion. The pageant had already disappeared from view, 
having turned one of the comers, when two guides, their horses dripping 
with foam and sweating from exhaustion, dashed by, following the road 
the Emperor had taken. 

A sort of panic seized upon the promenaders. They rushed into the 
avenue to follow the messengers with their eyes. Ladies protruded 
flushed and excited faces from carriage windows, and asked their coach- 
men what was the matter. Is the Empress worse ? Is there a row in 
the faubourg? Has St Amaud made off with some money? These 
interrogatories were eut short by the return of the guides in the same 
steaming condition as before ; the Emperor and his Mends were keeping 
close in their wake^ in oorder to profit by the passage they had opened, J 
before the throng shut in again. His Msgesty had no time to smile 
now, much less to bow ; and the forest was left in bitter ignorance of 
what event of state it was that had interrupted the Emperor's elegant 
leisure. Some one suggested the arrival of the Duke of Genoa; but 
that illustrious personage had been received by Louis Napoleon in 
person three hours before. As nothing has transpired on the sul:ject, I 
am inclined toxjonsider the whole thing a bit oi haute coniedie — amateur 
theatricalfl, intended to impress the spectators with a wholesome sense 
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of the weaiisoixie burden of cares of State, by setting before them the 
spectacle of an aftemomi holiday thus impertiaently invaded* A pro> 
fitable lessen may in this way be read to those who think that twenty- 
five millions a year is a deedrable thing, and might contemplate a coup 
cTitat otiheit own. But the forest soon recovered its usual aspect of 
genteel indifference, and by the time the Emperor reached the Tuileries, 
the Bois de Boulogne had regained its equanimity. 

The Mtmiteur contains an energetic protest against rumoi-s that aze 
current about the Emperor's being out of money. The Emperor is not 
out of money, says the Moniteur, He does not want any addition to his 
civil list. Anybody who says he does, tells a fib. Nevertheless, the 
Moniteur to the contrary notwithstanding, the imperial purse would 
seem to be very nearly squeezed, dry. The musicians of the Tuileries 
have not been paid for some months. Those magmficent Te Deums, 
which have awakened the echoes of tiie little chapel of the palace, have 
not been settled for. The biU for Domine sahumfac Zudovicum Najpo- 
leonem, is still unreceipted, and the unrequited choir tell it all over town. 
And everybody infers that, if the Emperor lets his affairs thus get into 
arrears, it is because he can't keep up with them. From this, and other 
facts of the same sort, the report sprang up that he intended that the 
Senate i^ould pass a supplementary Gonsultum, adding five millions a 
year to the Civil list. It is this outrageous calumny that the Moniteur 
indignantly denies. Another report asserts that the Emperor is going 
to borrow, and has autiioriaed M. Pereire to negotiate a loan for him. 
The lenders are to receive four per cent., and are to be repaid out of the 
Civil List of next year, or the year after — ^whenever Louis Napoleon has 
anything over to wipe out by-gone debts with. You will not fail to be 
touched by ^le practical simplicity of this financial scheme. I cawiot 
hope it wiHL suoeeed, however. I believe I have seen everything that 
Paris can produce, but I have never, oh ! never, seen a man that wanted 
to lend money to Louis Napoleon. I have seen men who had lent him 
some, that desired to get it back again. It would be awkward to be tiw 
creditor of a man whom you could not sue, nor see, nor write to, nor 
have any sort of communication vrith, and who would whisk you off to 
Cayenne if you became importunate. Still, if the Emperor has neei«f 
further supplies, I have no doubt he will get them. 

We have a gentleman here from Italy, said to be the brother of some- i 
bo^ ia Sardinia — ^the King^s, I believe. He rides out in great state afc | 
the Bois, with an outrider in front to shout and stir up an einoiioB. 
When a prince visits France, it is always the custom oi the MonHemrim 
make a parade of his aeeomplishments, and to set him down as especiafi^ 
excelling in some one puisidt or branch of science. The forte of tib^ 
paxtioilBr prinoe is said to be aititkry. So, the very morning after fcii 
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fffrival, he went to YincenneB to see the soldien fire at a target. Hatu^ , 
thus supported the bold aesertioii of the Mbniteur, which had said artik 
lery— just as it would have said chowder or pancakes — he relapsed into 
the traditional manners and customs of a prince who is trayelling incogs 
nUo^ His real title is the Duke of Genoa; his assumed name is thie 
Count of OoTone. I heard a man speak yesterday of the Count of 
GoTone, who is travelling under the pseudonym of the Duke of Genoa, 
Such is glory ! The duke goes to the review at Satory to-day. There 
is to be some artillery there in his especial honor. He will look with 
sublime indifference upon the drills- of the infantry and the manoeuvres 
of the cavalry; but when it comes to. the turn of the field-pieces, it is 
generally supposed that he will evince a keen interest in the proceedings. 
He is said to approve of the courageous initiative of Louis Napoleoui 
and to think that the getting out of the cannon on the Boulevards was 
a master-stroke of art Generally, we are told, their ideas on artillery 
coincide remarkably. 

From an Italian prince to an Italian saint, the transition is easy. It 
seems that the vault in which the remains of St. Martin had been de- 
posited had need of repairs. So the coffin of the saint was removed, 
and was for some purpose opened in the presence of the chapter. AVhat 
was the dismay of those gentlemen at discovering that the jewels, the 
tiara, the diamonds and other precious relics, that had been buried with 
the body, were no longer there; the bones had not been disturbed, 
however. Fifty years ago the jewels are known to have been safe, so 
that the robbery has evidently been committed in the last half centuiy. 
Whoever was the thie^ may, perchance, have found arguments to satisfy 
his conscience. Did not tiie priests who buried St. Martin remember 
the parable of the talents buried m a napkin ? And is it not quite as 
bad to bury brilliants in a coffin ? Why, it is so much bread and butter 
laid on a i^elf, where no one con get it ; it's an acre of ragged-schools 
or model lodging-houses unpaid for; it's so many hospitals unbuilt; a 
whole generation of little boys untaught. It's a mile of railroad buried 
in a coffin. Though perhaps it is better that men should bury a railway 
in one, than that a railway should bury men there, as you do at Nor- 
walk* The priests are in a very bad way about St. Martin. 

The Moniteur reminds petitioners that they have already several times 
been forbidden to thrust their documents upon the Emperor and Empress 
when they are riding or walking. The proper way is to hand them to 
the porter of the palace, who has orders to lay them at once before His 
Majesty. This sort of notice has a good effect at a oistance. It is, of 
course, untrue, that many petitions are forced upon the Emperor during 
his promenades — ^not an instance has occurred for some months — but it 
is very well that the provinoiak shonld be made to suppose that the 
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Parisians are continiially imploriiig the assistance and invoking the 
protection of their gracious sovereign. It strengthens the ideas already 
entertained of his power, his solidity, his benevolence, and the affection 
of his subjects. People address petitions only to individuals who v^eld 
enormous influence, control tremendous interests, and overflow with 
the milk of human kindness. Of course, the country edition of the 
Patrie has an editorial suggested by the Moniteur's notice, enteiing into 
some statistical details upon the number of petitions presented and 
fiivorably acted uponl The government itself publishes an organ of the 
same sort called the Moniteur des Communes. This contains delight-' 
fiilly enthusiastic accounts of the state of the country, and the unani- 
mity of the inhabitants. It is sent by cart-loads to the prefects, 
who distribute and post it profusely. But it is rare that a copy of it is 
seen in Paris. The Imperial Printing-ofGlce does an immense quantity 
of secret service of this kind. 



CHAPTER XCVII. 



THE GUILLOTINE BILL-— INTENSE FRENCHINESS OF THE ITALIAN PRINCE 
BEFORE MENTIONED — A RAREE-OURANG-OUTANG. 

May 30th, 1853. 
The most important event since my last has been the distribution to 
the members of the Legislative Body, of the report of its committee 
upon the government's bill restoring the pain o death for political 
offences. Gueronniere was the reporter of the committee, and, as might 
have been expected from his well-known opinions on the subject, his 
report was against the adoption of the bill. This is the first time this 
man, who deserted all his previous principles to rally to Louis Napo- 
leon's standard, and to pick up such scraps of official patronage and 
favor as fell in his way, has remained faithful to a position that he 
had maintained before the coup-d'etat. This is the first time, too, that 
a committee has ventured seriously to oppose a government bill. It is 
true that the committee had public opinion on their side, but it is none 
the less true that their courage might have cost them dear, and that 
they deserve great credit for listening for once to their consciences. 
That you may see at a glance to what extent they modified the biU of 
the council of state, I give the principal features of the two : — 

Government 9 BiU, — ^Any attempt against the life or person of the 
Emperor is punished as parricide. . , ^ , ^, , , ,^ 
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Any attempt against the life or person of any member of the impet^ 
frmily is pimiahed 'with death. 

Any attempt at insiineetion, or to induce the people to arm theui- 
aelTes against the imperial authority, is pmiished with death. 

Beporting Committee^s BUI. — ^Any attempt against the Hfe or person 
of the Emperor is pimished as parricide. 

Any attempt upon the life of any member of the imperial family is 
pnnif^ed with death. 

Any attack npon the person of any member of the imperial fkaaij h 
punished by transportation to a fortified place. 

Any attempt at insnrrectiony or to induce the people to arm them- 
selves against the imperial authority, is punished by transportation to a 
fortified place. 

This sabstitntien of transportation for death will meet the approba- 
tion of the country generally, as capital punishment for political ofiEences 
was abolished, in 1848, to the entire satisfaction of the whole of France. 
.The bill thus modified has become a law, for the council of state accepted 
the revision of the committee, and the bill was, therefore, to aU intents 
and purposes, the goyemment's own; so that the deputies voted 
for it in entire safety. . M. Gueronnidre's rep<»rt is very long, and is 
principally historical I do not give the arguments it contains, for the 
impropriety of making insurrection a capital offence is a^arent to every 
one. It would amount in eome cases to extermination. Imagine an 
unsuccessful revolt in Paris, and the capture of a thousand mutineers 
behind a barricade ; the proposed law would demand the decapitation 
of a thousand heads. This was the Emperor's sanguinary project ; but 
he has been checked scdway by a very energetic expression of the public 
mind ; and the chamber, whi^, from time to time, becomes invested 
with really important fbnctions, has refused to sanction the commissioa 
of such a legislati've crime. 

The brother of the king of Sardinia is still in Paris. He has done 
his duty as a guest ; he has admixed the precision of the manceuvres at 
Yincennes ; he has expressed a high sense of the perfection of the dnU 
at Satory ; he has contemplated, with becoming emotion, the veteran 
remnants of the imperial army at the Invalides ; and has been struck 
with the prooesa <ji baking poroelain at Sevres. In fact, he has been 
delighted with everything ; and has been made to chant the praises of 
Erance, as the L<»d Mayor did two years ago, and Abd-el-Kader last 
autunm. He has be^i made to approve of the eoup-cFetat in the Patiie, 
bless the eourageoos initiative of the Emperor in the Pays^ hope for a 
prolongation of Louis Napoleon's role in the ConsHtutionnelf'vja!^ trust 
that the French appreciate their li^pvdness in the Moniiewr. 
A novel exhibition is announced as in ^ar&MsrsJm^ A raiee- 
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showmaii has an intelligent ourang, six feet high. He has been edu- 
cated as a domestic, or rather as a gargon de restaurant. For twenty* 
fiye &anc6, a gentleman may order an excellent dinner, and be waited 
npon by the ontang. A conftLsion of salt and sngar, one would think, 
wotdd be apt to result from the services of such an attendant ; and in 
the intervals of his duties, I should expect to see him vault over the 
table, for the purpose of showing his agility, or drink wine from the 
mouth of a bottle ; or perhaps sit in a constrained position, indicating 
acrobatic tendencies, upon the back of a chair, and make merry at my 
expense. In fact, at an exhibition of learned animals, I once saw a 
humorously-disposed monkey make all manner of fun of a gentleman 

' who had been recommended to his attentions. I believe that, towards 
the end of the repast, he poisoned him, iox I remember that the per- 
formance concluded with a funeral, and that the hearse tipped over on 
its way to the cemetery. All things considered, I do not think that I 
will dine at the twenly-five-franc dinner, nor be waited upon by the 
ourang. I will dine at Vachette's for seventy-five cents, and be served- 
by Adolphe, who likes American customers, because they give large 

2 our-boires* 



CHAPTER XCVIII. 



ULTIMATUM AND ANTE-PENULTIMATE— A FILLIGREE GOWN — ^TIN STA« 
TUAKY— FACT AND FICTION — ^LOUIS NAPOLEON AND THE FUGLEMAN. 

Jtme 6th, 1853. 
The Bourse, at this moment, is like a blacksmith's beUows. One day it 
draws a monstrous inhalation, and the next eadiausts itself of air. 
Monday it takes a full, healthy breath, and Tuesday it has the death- 
rattle in its throat ; Wednesday its lungs are again inflated, and Thurs- 
day they are Hke a pricked bladder. The prooess of distension ia 
r^iewed on Friday, to be followed i^ain, on Saturday, by another 
escape of the oxygen. The alternations of rise and &.11 ore as regular as 
the swing of a pendulum— only that there is much less tick about the 
concern. Capital is one of the elements, one of the component gases 
that form its breath of life. The Turkiah imbroglio has made many 
m^^'s Ibrtunes, has ruined many others, and has driven three speculators 
to suicide. An ultimatum to-day causes a panic among the inexperienced 
gamblers, who hasten to sell, even at a fearfbl loss. Some weather-worn 
capitalist buys in the depreciated scrip, and sells it Again, to-morrow, at 
two per eent. advasMei for in the meantime somegiii^^j^tii^gal about 
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- NesBelxode, or some retraction abcmt Mensdukoff, has restored a tem« 
ponry confidence to the market. This state of things, which is quite 
iinezampled, is wholly owing to the nndue importance attached to tJie 
asthmatic conghings of the electric telegraph, from day to day. 

The public cannot recover from the idea that the telegraph is an 
dfidal courier, and that when it speaks, it cfpeaks ex cathedra. The 
old signal telegraph was an organ of the government exclusiyely, and it 
has become a tradition, that when intelligence arriyes in advance of the 
mails, the government is responsible for its exactitude. The telegraph 
IS the Delphic Oracle, modeniized. Old Mr. Jeanbin, the sub-operator, 
18 the Pythoness restored, and his four-legged stool the nineteenth 
century's idea of a tripod. Our electric information is not a whit more 
reliable than your own^it is often a mere concentration of the gossip of 
some capital ; the epitome of the on dits of the day ; the expressed juice 
of some apple that never grew upon the tree of knowledge. The foolish 
people take all this to be as true as the Gospel according to John ; they 
stow it away among their archives, as an article of faith. 

It will* require perhaps a year to dispossess the Parisians of the idea 
that what has come over the wires is guaranteed by the government, 
and that Telegraph is another name for the Moniteur. But it is evident 
that despatches acquired under such auspices are entitled to a very 
meagre credence, and that they deserve rather to be received as sug- 
gestive avant couriers, than as declarative ipse dixits. Viewed in this 
light, an ultimatum may be nothing more than an ante-penultimate, and 
Nesselrode merely bad spelling for Narvaez or Nebuchadnezzar. The 
mishaps of the last week will perhaps teach us wisdom in this respect, 
and I trust to see no more would-be-financiers pin their fsuth and risk 
their earnings on an unconsidered telegraphic message from Trieste, 
or throw up their hands and cry that all is lost, because the Dihais 
has heard from its agent at Constantinople, and publishes something 
unintelligible about the Dardanelles, and an incoherent line or two 
touching the Divan, the Porte, the Harem, the Golden Horn, the 
Grand Vizier, the .Greek Church, or the Tomb of the Virgin. 

You may remember that the principal manufacturers of Nancy clubbed 
together some time ago, in order to present the Empress with the most 
magnificent embroidered dress that had ever been made. Twenty girls, 
the most skilled in their art, were set to work upon it early in ApriL 
It will not be fiinished before September, but is already prepared to 
receive visitors. The Archbishop of Nancy was introduced into its 
presence last week, and, according to the Courtier of that city, was quite 
overawed by so much magnificence. The journal adds that he spoke in 
terms of encouragement to the girls who were employed upon the chef- 
d*osuvre. What he found to say would bOpi^^g^iJ^^ imagine; to' 
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encourage persons working for six sons a day, and sure of mining their 
eyesight before they are of a marriageable age, wonld seem to be a hope- 
less task. To render intelligible to the poor creatures the reasons why 
there should be such a measureless distance between those who produce 
an embroidered gown and her who wears it, would be a poszler — even 
for a bishop. When finished, Her Majesty's toilet will have cost six 
months' labor of twenty persons— equal to ten years' labor of one per- 
son; a period which would twice exhaust the strongest constitution, 
and twice destroy the healthiest pair of eyes. I have always regarded 
embroidery as a slow poison, and as sure as it is slow. A girl who begins 
life as a ht'odeuaef is sure to sink into the washing and ironing line by 
the time she is twenty-five. Her eyes no longer permit her to thread 
a needle, and she must of necessity resort to some coarse work, where no 
nicety of eyesight, no cunning of finger, is required. She goes out to 
" days' work ;" she takes in stockings to dam ; — and she dies in the 
hospital. In her youth she embroidered on muslin, and helped make a 
gossamer gown for the Empress ! 

A publisher announces upon enormous pink show-bills the issue of a 
pictorial life of Louis Napoleon, to appear in twelve monthly numbers. 
The price of subscription — 60 francs — is high, but a plated bust of both 
the Emperor and the Empress is thrown in, as part of the bargain, to 
each of the first 10,000 purchasers. A block tin bust, silvered over by 
the galvanic process, is doubtless an irresistible inducement to that sort 
of person who would read Louis Napoleon's life. An admirer of that 
kind of literature would be sure to place a high value on tin statuary, 
just as he would be likely to wear glass diamonds on his fingers, and a 
bright yellow breast-pin in his cravat. I think the plated bust excel- 
lently calculated to work off the twelve monthly numbers; and the 
numbers equally well hit upon to clear the shelves of the plated busts. 
They are adapted to each other like poker and tongs. 

Madeleine Brohan, since her marriage, plays but seldom. On thoso 
occasions, M. Huchard, her husband, may be seen in a private box, level- 
ling glances of suppressed indignation at such unfortunate actors as may 
be compelled, by the necessities of their part, to address her in the accents 
of love. If I were M. Huchard, it seems to me that I should spend the 
evening in Madeleine's dressing-room, and make the most of such oppor- 
tonities as might be offered by a change of costume between the acts. 
Perhaps, however, the regulations of the theatre would not permit such 
an invasion ; if so, M. Huchard is perfectly right in sitting in a private 
box, and getting very angry with M. Delaunay or M. Leroux, when 
they seek private interviews with his wife, and endeavour to go down 
on their knees, and give way to passionate expansions and other exph- 
nve declarations. He will become so accustomed to this sort of thing, that 
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if it ever happens to liiai to Bar^riae a similar scoie ia a private apart-, 
menty ha will be oompletelj mollifiwl and disarmed at being told that 
they are lehearaiiig. By too constant contemplation of fiction, a man 
gets nnbent, and nnfit to grvgipLd mth the realities of life. 

Their M^esties Tisitedthe Comedie Frangaise on Friday nighty ander 
IhTorsble cimunstBiiees* They dined nith Jerome, at the Paiaia Boyal ; 
and as the finger-bowk irere bro^ht in, a wire communicating with 
the stage-manager^s box was palled, and their approach ttes annonneecL 
The Theatre Fian^ais is, as you know, a wing or oBfn&ioot <A the Palais 
BoyaL The imperial party crossed a terrace, asoe^ed a stfiur-case, and 
the five tiers of the most splendid dramatic estah)£diment in CShristen* 
dom were disclosed to their view. The Mbnitew says that the^r oitraaoe 
was saluted by loud and sympathetic aodamationa. The subject of the 
play is a popular tumult at Copenhagen, accompanied with the smashmg 
of window-glass and turbulent demonstrations in the streets. There 
were a good many opportunities for applaose in a Louis liapoleonic pciiit 
of view, for we have been delivered from street manifestations and parlia- 
mentary excesses by a certain " courageous initiativa^ that we all re- 
member ; none of these opportunities wore lost by the <daque. It was 
almost humiliating to see the select society undor the ehandelier seize 
upon the hits that could possibly be put to profit 'ftr their Emperor, and 
clap, and shout, and cry bravo, and go into approving ecstacies togethi^, 
while the rest of the house were distantly reserved. The fugleman and 
Louis Napoleon— one might have thou^t — ^were in league together, 
and actually the distance between them seemed, for a time, to dis- 
appear; not that the fugleman had been raised to Louis NapoLeoB'S 
level, but that Loids Napoleon had descended to hia^ 
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CHAPTER XCIX. 

A CHANCB BBNOONTRE— A MILITARY MAN AMID BABIES— THE BKD <XP 
THE IN3FERNAL MACHINB— INSTRUCTIONS TO GIRLS WHO DESIRE TO 
BE MARRIED. 




General Magnan. 

June 20th, 1853. 
I MET General Magnan walking yesterday in the Tnileries. He was in 
mourning) and bad his daughter on his arm. I was very much astonished 
at this rencontre. I could not have supposed that the military executant 
of the coup-d^itat had a daughter ; that he would care about walking in 
the umbrageous ooobiess of tiie garden of the palace ; or that he would 
put a weed upon his hat and assume the outward semblances of grief. I 
should have thought it more natural for a man like him to be visiting 
the Hotel Dieu, and gratifying his taste for blood by the sight of the 
surgery and otiier ghastly operations there; to call in at the Morgue, 
and look at the dead men waiting to be claimed ; to spend his mornings 
at MontfjEiucon, where broken4egged horses are taken to be killed ; or to 
jro to the burying-ground at Montmartre, and sniff the air over his 
victims on the Boulevard Poissonni^re. Digitized by ^OO^ie 
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It seemed to me strange that a man of blood should io trade himself 
among ladies and children » and babies in nurses' arms. It seemed pre- 
snmptoons that a man who had so recklessly and ruthlessly made otaers 
maarn^ should have the courage to ask for sympathy for a bereavement 
of his own. That he should walk in the shade of green trees witKliis 
daughter seemed stranger than alL He seemed gentle and kind, how- 
erer, and appeared to desire that the promenade should be agreeable 
to her, and that the fresh air should do her good. I did not notice that 
he had any implements of war about him ; neither dirk, nor belt, nor 
bludgeon. I doubt not that he is a yery good sort of man at home ; I 
once heard of a mock-auctioneer who was a most excellent husband and 
fitther. He spent his rascally earnings as ikough they had been honor- 
ably won. He laid them out in the necessaries of life, and somethnes 
in toys for his children. His wife did not know that he was a Peter 
Funk ; he had told her that he was a teller in a bank. 

So Magnan may be a terrible fellow on the Boulerard Poissonni^; 
and a mild, beneyolent gentleman, when he has put on his slippers, knd 
taken off his stars, and his ribbons and orders, and his foreign decorations,' 
which have been given him for the people he has killed. Unfortunatelj, 
he cannot conceal his. profession from his £unily if he would; the 
deoorations and the orders mark him as a man of blood. But the 
MmiteuTf when it speaks of him, calls him the "illustrious Magnah ;^ 
the Qmstttutionnel often writes of his " benevolent solicitude for the 
wel&re of his troops ;" the Pays and Patrie discover from day to day 
fresh subjects of admiration in his character, his genius, his achieve- 
ments, and his devotion to the Emperor. His hands have been long since 
washed of the blood which stained them, but it will for ever cling to 
his memory. * 

The two men who were arrested at Mfurseilles, after the escape of 
Gaillard, on the accusation of having been his accomplices in the 
Infernal Machine afiair, have just been set at liberty, after seven' 
months' confinement. The Chamber of Accusations has declared the, 
evidence totally insufficient to warrant their detention. But they 
had already been detained the best part of a year. But, in order that 
one man may be emperor, it is indispensable that many men be crusiied 
and trodden under foot. 

A small pamphlet, entitled <* Instructions to Girls who desire to be 
Married," has been for some weeks cried and sold upon the Boulevard, 
at one sou a copy. This pamphlet has been the subject of a trial be&ro 
the Correctional Tribunal, which has brought it into notice. There is 
nothing interesting in tiie trial, but the "instructions" are curious 
enough to furnish an extract. They are in the form of a catechism, 
proceeding by question and answer, thus :— ^g.^.^^^ by ^oogie 
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Question, What is the most necessary thing for grown-up girls ? 

Answer. Marriage. 

Q. At what age ought girls to be married? 

A. That depends upon whether they are handsome or not. 

Q, When should handsome girls be married ?, 

A. From sixteen to eighteen. 

Q. Why at that age? 

A. For fear that, if they wait, some damage may happen to their 
honor. 

Q. And when should plain girls be married ? 

A, Just as soon as a man asks them, so as not to lose the chance. 

Q. When a girl is asked in maniage, what must she say ? 

A. She must appear surprised, and reply, that she did not think a 
fellow so deserving would have thought of her* 

Q. During the marriage festivities, what must she do ? 

A. She must take care and not laugh, if any one says anything with 
a double sense, as people are yery apt to do on occasions of tiie sort. 

Then fdUows an "orison," to be repeated from time to time by girls 
who are tired of maidenhood : — 

" Lord, who formed Adam of earth, and gave him Eve for a com* 
panion, send me, if you please, a good husband to live with, that I may 
honor you, and have children who will bless you.'' 

After this comes a litany, to be said every day till the effect is pro- 
duced — as the physicians say of their prescription, " one teaspoon&I 
every hour, till the patient goes to sleep." 

Then comes a code of manners for the parents of a happy couple. 
This is as full as any one, who has gone through life aided by the coun- 
sels of the " Complete Letter- Writer," can desire. 

The father and mother of the bridegroom will say to the father and 
mother of the lady, after the usual bowing :— 

" We have learned, with a lively satisfaction, of the tenderness our 
boy feels for your daughter, and have come to ask her in marriage; If 
you consent, we shall be very well pleased." 
Then the old gentleman will reply : — 

" We are deeply sensible of the honor you do us ; we yield with un- 
hesitating cordiality. Be good enough to fix the day." 
" We could not liiink of it, sir : fix it yourself, I beg of you." 
And the code of manners, having brought the parties into this awk* 
ward predicament, deliberately leaves them there. A man who has 
lost all habits of self-reliance, from constant dependence upon the " Com- 
plete Letter-Writer," would find it difficult to get out of it, I fear. I 
trust that no matches will be broken off from imwillingness on both 
sides to appoint the happy day. You can gathepj^j^^^^g^c^imcns 
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lunritkHiit thispnq^hlet is add at the WMO B > b i e pejce aCanfl c<^i| 
bat yoa irill not nndentand how it should ever haye become the mSaS/tdk 
cf a lawHniit. But it is not importtai tibatyoashoiiM know. 



CHAPTER C. 



KO MOBE DELHtlUM WANTED— JEBOXB AND TO^ AERONAUT— A BO|Mf 
FOLBON— GOAT OV KAIL AND KDtXS-JttUlC 



Angost I8th, 

I HATS said but little upon the Tnrko-Riissian difficulties ; and onlj 
refer to the matter now^to express the hope that you will read the 
Hunons six-lined pangxaph in the Moniteur of yesterday annopncing 
tile sup po s ed end of the Imbsoglio, with all the emotions expected of an 
editor in sneh cueamstanoes. The piqpeis speak of the a&ir ae '^the 
I.AXB crisia." Let ua thank Qod fi>r that. The CftartVan* heads an 
exulting article thus : ^Let ns hug each other, and may that be I3ie end 
ef it!" The Pajf9 and Fatrie are as jubilant as would be proper fiir 
ewifldential journals to be. They daun all the merit of the Peace of 
1863 fbr Louis Napolean, though they had already commenced i&e 
daboiation of articles attributing to him all the merit of a righteous and 
JQstifiaUe war. The question now is, what is the Vienna note to which 
the Csar has adhered? Here lies the wbole interest of the treaty 
agieed to by the Four Powers. For the present, however, we are 
satisfied to know that the tUUmatttm uUimatissimorum has been accepte^f 
and that we shall hear no more of GortsohakoJOT and MentsdukofT, and 
ail the others that end in koff. 

M. de Pendgny has published a singular circular to the prefects. 
He says that he notioes that many Councils General, on assembling in 
their annual Fall meetings, are making preparations to issue con* 
gratulatory addresses to^e Emperor, in spite of his despatch of the 2ttll 
of July, forbidding any such manifestations. Kow, the duty of ConncQii 
Qenend, says M. de Peraigny, is not to draw up complimentary 
addresses, but to Tote the taxes, lay out roads, and appoint fairs and 
market-days. Ah I it was a very different thing, continues the SflGnister, 
when a great national interest was at stake, and France was called upon 
to fix its destinies, by loudly proclaiming its indination, by every Toic^ 
and in every fomu Then it would have been an exaggerated delicacj 
to fbrbid the Councils from shouting forth their ardent desires and 
burning love fer the Emperor's heir. But now that the admiraUB 
institutions that France has given herself, ha^^i gi^jsp^^^J^ftfiirregdar 
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trat of the Mrhole natkm, notMng can jiratEff the gcfrtanstcaefLt in aBtbori* 
fling the Councils General to quit the sphere in which the lam ei 183S 
confines them. The prefbets axe therefine mstrneted to mitiBiate to 
liiese Councils, that no more of theiy adcbresBes wfll be entertained ; at 
tlie same time that they wiU assure l&em e^ecy ehaace ^y can get^ 
tbat their deyotion and good wiH ve theroogMy appreciated in Paris^ 

Perhaps yon will hardly nnderstand this sodden distaste lor ccm^ 
gratnlation wfth which the £mperer is smitten, without some expkna* 
tion. TKe smaA oonntry Bodies made thmselyes so ridicnlotts on the 
last o^B^on wfcen addreoK^ were allowed to emanate frnn themr-the 
marriage of their Majesties — ^that it is thought that the peo^ have had 
quite enough of this sort of literature, and that thel« is no betieftt in 
oyerstocking the maritet The Maniteur published half ei them, the 
oppoedtion joumals copying them, as they would copy jokes j^rom the 
Charivari, The official paper forbore pulUishing the latter half, as they 
were found to do more harm than good. At the opening of the ooundl 
season, this year, M. de Persigny warned the prefects thd^ there need be 
no more of these felicitations, the law of 183S forbidding it. But &» 
councillors supposed this to be a- mere trick, to gire their addresses 
the appearance of being irrepressible, and of harring burst the bonds 
intended to confine them. The love of the people, and their attachment 
to the Constitution, wpuld be thus Tiokntly manifested. But this was 
not M. de Persignjis idea at all; he did not wish the addresses to be 
sent, and could not conceive how people could be so foolish as to write 
them. He thought dilBbrently last November, when he was stirring up 
delirium for the Empire, and when nothing was too foolish, or too 
inanely ecstatic to be spread at once befiire the world in the columns of 
the MoniUur. Country councUiors are permitted to assist in a great 
national movement, but when the great national movement is aceom- 
plished, country councillors must be kept in the background, with their 
wooden shoes, overalls, and coat collars high in the neck. ''Oh," says 
M. de Persigny, <' if there is anything I cannot tolerate, it is a peasant 
when he undertakes to felicitate the government." I fdUy share the 
minister's feelings, but cannot but recollect that he was not of the same 
mind last November. 

Jerome Bonaparte has at last had an opportunity of thrusting himself 
into the papers, which was not of his own seeking. The wind blew the 
last balloon towards his country seat in the neighborhood of S9eauz. 
The aeronaut was accompanied by a young woman, who was suspended 
outside of the car in a graceful attitude, representing the Daughter of the 
Air. After a while, she was, of course, taken in. The balloon descended 
in Jerome's park ; and "hardly had they touched the gnrand," — ^I« quote 

X2 
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th9 P a in § * *ihBR ihar Impexial HiglmesBeSy Jerome, anil &ls Ml,/ 
Napoleon, orriTed upon the spoty and welcomed them in the moit a&Bfo 
manner* They caused them to be serred with dinner, and on tltar 
departoxe^ presented the aeronaut with a mark of their inezhanstible 
fsnerosity." It must be humiliating to a man to be thus forced to accept 
a bovmtj that he does not want, and serve as a p^ upon which to hang 
the usnal quotum of stereotypic laudation of the imperial family's 
beneyolenoe. The aeronaut went up gracefully and majesticallj, but to 
otrndude by having to take a purse from Jerome, and reading about ;it.iB. 
the Fairi€f is to come down sneakingly and contemptib^. 

A mariwt-porter has been condemned to prison for a fortnight, for 
Qontemptoous language intended for the Emperor. This deluded indi- 
vjdnal was reading a paper, and he was heard to say to himself by a 
fireman, ''Napoleon 1st was all very well ; but this fellow^podh i pah! 
ugh I he's a ^anaiUe — ^he's a Bonapoleon I** (term of diigust ooix^aBed <^ 
Bonaparte and Napoleon ; beiog a compound word, it is of comnse all the 
more offiBnsiTe)^ The fireman went and told of the dissatisfied port«. 
"this is a striking feature of dissimilarity between ihejpompier of. France 
and the fireman of America. I doubt whether Mose, under the^caisQWA- 
atanoes, would have peached. At any rate, the culprit wss condsmnedi 
and the President of the Tribunal remarked to him, as he was taken^off: 
'*You are doubly to blame, Marvoine, for in your capacity as earner of 
fish and lobsters at the market, you had just sworn fidelity to the 
Emperor ! " This is on instructive remark on the part of the IVesident ; 
for I did not know that the oystermen had sworn allegiance. I knew 
that Philarete Chasles had, but not the oystermen ; oh no, not the 
oystermen. The conduct of Marvoine enlightens us on the results iiMy 
to flow from this universal administering of the oath* A man ooosents 
to swear, either to keep his place, or to obtain a place ; but lie goes 
straightway into a comer, where he thinks no one will hear him, and 
calls the Emperor a Bonapoleon ! 

It is noticed that the Emperor is much stouter than he was, and this 
increase of bulk is attributed, to a more voluminous coat of mail, I. saw 
a curious occurrence at the Theatre Fran9ais the other night. Their 
Majesties were present at the performance of Bertrand et lUton. 
During the second act, a heavy jack-knife fell from the foorth tier 
directly upon the kettle-drum, immediately xmder the im^^ierial box. 
The sound produced by the concussion Was exceedingly shsjp and 
explosive, and might easily have been taken for the discharge of a 
rather sli^htiy wadded fire-arm. The Emperor withdrew with a move- 
ment of extreme precipitation into his box, and for a moment or two 
was visibly moved. It was subsequently discovered that the djxjpping 
of the jack-knife was an accident, for its ow^e^p\^^^use-T^ie8ented 
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Umelf^t the orchestara to redaim it My neighbor insisted that it was 
donp on purpose, and that the kettle-dmm was aimed at, to startle titfs 
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iteBEB inuKnc sditobs— jasmin at 8t. cloud— grocers AM) 

A6TR0N0MY~TH£ TELEGRAPH IN ALGERIA. 

■■) 

August llth, 1863. 
A DECREE in the Mbniteur clinches the public conclusion that the im* 
liroglio is nnravelled. M. Drouyn de Lhuys, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
da raise^to the grade of Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor, for the 
eniihentiy successful manner in which he has conducted the diplomacy 
ot tis« country. The Presae remarks that ministers, like generals, are 
cmly rewarded at the termination of a battle, or the close of a campaign* 
There is no rank in the order higher than Grand Cross, except, of course, 
the rank of Grand Master, belonging of right to the ruler of the country. 
It is needless to add, that Louis Napoleon at present holds this position. 
So the Turkey question is buried; but there are people who believe 
in the < resurrection of the dead. And I have seen men that said 
that the famous note of Vienna would turn out a delusion. 

The Puyi and Patrie continue, nevertheless, to stamp with enthu- 
siasm at the masterly way in which Napoleon III. has cut this Gordian 
knot at Turko-Kussian entanglement. The Steele asks Gueronni^re, if 
he goes into such extacies over an achievement like this, what he could 
find to say if Louis Napoleon were to win the battle of Austerlitz ? The 
confidential editors do not understand the art of graduating their lan- 
guage, and reserving the acme of their frenzy for the apogee of their 
articled They begin at a pitch so high, that were it necessary to ascend 
still higher, they would have to scream. There is no such shading 
possible as a crescendo or a rinforzando, for all the brass, cat-gut, and sheep- 
skin were introduced at the out-set, rendering any more din at the^na^s 
quite out of the question. 

I should like to contemplate Cessna or Gueronni^re at work upon a 
Napoleonic editorial. A patriotic American engaged upon a fourth of 
July oration would not be an object half so tumultuously beset. The 
human brain constantiy kept in this tense state cannot be expected to 
resist such wear and tear ; and I should not be surprised to learn at any 
moment that C^na had &llen a victim to spontaneous combustion, that 
Granier de Cassagnac had exploded in his bed, and .th 
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wdM M» Ifalii ttfr, 4akkg fak I7M wiOi Mm. It xeeStj n a 
itMd«^tyi%uiBMB«fftfrBBaed«£tor. Oenenaiy, men iucte 
to go through a grediutl piooeBS of inflatioii, before attaining thttt sMo 
of mind whidi penniti any inspired effort Macbeth had to screw his 
ooorage to tiie sticking point, and the Foutk ^ J11I7 orator has to stir 
himself np yerj considerably, before rising to concert pitch. No matter 
what the inoentire appHed may be; whether a Tisit to Bunker Hill, or 
a glass of brandy and water. Some stirring medium is necessary. 
Wl^en the end is attained, this nnnsnal tensily is sufiGered to relax. . 7 

But what would you American editors think, were you conipelled to "- 
xemain in the exceptional states of exaltation into which you are 
peciodioBlly tfavowa P How long wonld you surviye, were you sentenced 
to maintain^ perennially^ the feyerish pidse consequent upon a PresidQi- 
tud efectaon ? Were you. oosidemmod to bear with you to the grave the 
horror and dismay that you feel for twenty-fours ajGter a draw-bridge 
aecideBt, or a boiler's collapse P Were you doomed to know no rest from. 
the indignation that seises you when the Prometheus is fired into ? And 
yety our Parisian journalists never descend from their pinnaeleu They get 
on the highest peg they can-find, and hang there. Cessna, one would 
imagine, drinks nothing but highly-chai^;ed fluids, furnished by a 
govecnment chemist. Qranier, we should sifipose, feeds on raw meat, 
and oocaaionally sharpens knives on rough boards, like Sbylock, for his 
speciality is blood, and a pound of flesh from somebody, no matter who. 
Gueronni^, it would seem, keeps his nerves in an everlasting tingle by 
means of a voltaic pile, with which he is in communication ; the legs 
of his stool being isolated by bits of glass, so that none of the precious 
influence escapes. He sometimes gets too highly impregnated* and 
then he produces articles which are ridiculed by the Ckarwari, and 
which cause people to say, " Here's that ass of a Gueronni^e gone mad 
again !" In short, the leading articles of the three patented editors are 
a mixture of flummeiy, fudge, and frenzy, such as the press of no enlight- 
ened country ever esdubited before, 

Xasmin, the barber-poet, having dined at St. Cloud, and having moved 
die audience to tears, profited by the impressicnL he had created, to ask 
leave for M; Baze, ex-questor, and, like himseU; a native of Agen, to 
return from exile. The chronide says that Louis Kapolean xmmedSateiy 
granted it without condition. The Patrie and Pays have profited by fhk 
pieee of imperial cl e m ency for another burst of rapture. To me, it is 
not an encouraging spedmen of our Emperor's justice. If M. Baase^s 
eAnce was so c^ht that a troubadixr may obtain his paidon between 
two stanzas, it ought not to have entailed upon him an eightem montfas 
VoseriptioB. If he deserved his eadle, I cannot see the justice of the 
SiBperodf s putting an end to k, with bo bett» proof of his mnp- 
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OBtt»ar«f 1dsxQ£nnatiinJ8nu% jtotiliM. Suck ftociet m tbaaetxe 
witod to ibe imddle ages, wliesL i)«r9ni» diieftaiiifly and kiags, wera the 
eBhr diflpenaocB of judiM and arbiten of &te* But it is a aony speo- 
tade to mtneas ia Eranoa, in tita nuMbaentii ^sotnzy— <thk gxaotiBg of 
pardooB after dmner, -wbeai a fiwife digestaon digp ofl o a te bland ooncea* 
flBona— this prodaiaatioii of amneatiea on 1nrt^daya» not becanae the 
cnlpriita have been fdoad iasicxien^ or ba^a aenwd out thair term, bat 
becanae of the reesirenoe of a bcro^ aamreEaaiy— tiiia aaibstitntion of 
^Hum fbr jnstioe, of chance or oafoioe for eoirnotiQn and the sight IL 
Baie baa been in eiile for a year and a balf^ and moce; bis OBtegenarian 
motW, after a long besitationf baa painfally trarolled the 900 mika 
that sepaiated ber from ber son ; bia funily have aaffeved mneb from 
absence, anxiety, and eren piiTation. His offenoe, on the 2nd of Becam* 
ber, wua that be waa not a friend to the usurper^ and looked upon tihe 
coup cPStat as ai^ act of perjury. What must be his feelmga ok learaing 
that, after baling been exSad thus najustly, be is smnmoned to Tetom, 
fbr no better reason than becaase the Emperor bad been aootfaed by a 
mxnnie-singer ! I cannot £nd that bis Majesty baa done .an3rthing more 
than tardily recognse the irzong inflicted on M. Baxe^ by tbns consent- 
ing to bis enlargement beoanse somebody bad been chanting Qaacon 
betwe^i the Charlotte Rnsse and the finger-bowls. 

But I have been throwing away my indignation ; Ibr M. Baae refoses 
to aocept the profieied gzaoe. He writes to the IndSpendenoe Belge^ 
ftOBX liege, to say that be has beard of the scene at St. Clond with/ 
extreme pain ; that be bad often toid Jaamin that bis solicitade in bis 
behalf, so fax from pleasing him, wounded him ; and that a disayowal 
of bis oflicionsness becomes necessary. He will not accept the end of 
bis proscription, when it oomes in a way which even distantly resembles 
a fiiYor, granted directly or indirectly to any one ; it must be given as 
a right and as a reparation, not as a grace. Brayo, M. Baze ! We 
expected nothing less from a man of beart and courage, such as you! 
Louis Napoleon has not had one single application for permission to 
return, since he issued proposals for contrition and promises of amend- 
ment ; and now that he has granted an unasked boon, he finds that his 
sturdy exile refases to accept it. Bravo, M. Baze ! 

The Miniffser of tiie Intedor has been interfering with a certain branch 
of <^ profits of the ftatemiiy ttf grocers. These gentlemen, althongb 
tbey do not possess a bookseUer^s Hcense, have long been in the habit of 
prnt^basing a.lina.naea^ — by wfaitoale, and jobbing them out to pedlarsi 
asid even selling tbem by.retaiL The govemmmt baa tolerated thia 
violation of the laws upon eolpcnrtage, as to almanacs. I mean '*abn8r. 
mes as is almanacs* — mere calendars of days and months, eclipses, and 
ga c n ae n ces of eomets. Ctf late, however, these unpretending eo]pmna 
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of flgUM ]ia;?8 Mqiored a deTelopi^ent and ttn eKtooi^ 
adii^y offloeigyoathe partof theiDiiugter* TbejeofPimxi Jmntjam 
xiptm aa U on oui y, veoeipts lor puddings and the relief of aeeiUiBt^tpeiQmgr 
Iwioni, and even oonim&nims and jettk They have beoona poaitm 
booki, and, of ooone^ cannot be aold by gnoen, who have no patent aa 
pmbliehen. Theralbre grocew irill no longer aell almanaca i people tliat 
idfadi to know when the son eets will no longer apply for infarmation at 
Hie counter whidi fiunishei them their molnMW. Ladies who desire to 
leain of the ftall moon, sraat ask elsewhere than at the shop whece they 
get their gxeen cheese. This action on the part of M^dePersign^eJIis 
had a tendency to conciliate astronomeis toward the goyemmeixL I 
think M, Arago would take the oath of allegiance to Loais Napoleoa 
BOW withoat a straggle. Qroeers, on the other hand, feel hurt ; but 
their unjustifiable assumption needed a rebuke. Starch and parallax 
atedifibrant things* 

The first electric telegraph in Algeria was inaugurated a fcnrtalglit 9go 
by the prefect of Qran, and General Daumas, the military head ci the 
colony. The first message was sent by an Arab, who acioed the pxice 
of a mare for sale at Mostagnem $ the seccmd was relatiye to the pmw 
chase of a basket of dates ; and the third was about a missjng pound of 
tobacco. The wary Bedouins supposed that the tel^raph waa a oob- 
trivancG lor surprising people's secrets, and purposely proposed <iiies* 
turns of Tory little significance, in order to.baffle the prefect The JSIpAo 
tPOran, which reports these details, mentions the laughable lact, that 
the Sheiks and prominent Bedouins that graced the occasion worn the 
orossof the Legiim of lienor. ^ 



CHAP-JER CII. 



THEIB MAJESTIES GO NORTH— -TUBXTLAB FASHI0N8~A GREAT FIBS IK 
PAWS, AND THE WAT IN WHICH IT WAS PUT OUT. 

September 29th, 1863* 
Their Majesties left St Cloud, with the usual flourisl^Jast Thunday, 
for the Northern Departments. The first day's journey revealed no new 
or striking fiict, unless it be the existence of a lady of honor of whom 
we had not heard before, Madame Lezay Magnesia, I think, and a 
singular proceeding on the part of the engine. I quote the Pays' report 
of this incident : — " At exactly a quarter past one o'clock, the loobmolife 
started from Clermont, dragging the train after it !" The Pa^aesoMi 
astonished that it did not leave the train behind. At Arras and sevmt 
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d<&€r ^towiiir, deputations of young girLii jdieaied la wliite, presented 
Mlt« Mijigsties with flowers. One of their number, elected by vote^ 
rlwited an original poem. I take it for granted that the young lady 
ttLus chosen by universal suflrage was a government candidate. Othei* 
Mse, we should feel compelled to deplore the imbecility of the prefect, 
isoA the inconceivable carelessness of the militaxy authorities. A Jiurri- 
.t^e tore down the streamers^ uprooted the flag-poles, and de&oed the 
banner at Dunkirk. The crowd of this ill-fiEited town obtained no sight 
df their Majesties' faces ; and in Cut the annual storm of the 21st of 
S^t^ber, or thereabouts, kept the august visitors within their carriage 
^ooTB, at very many points of palpitating interest At Arras, the guests 
tit the ball were either few or careless of creatur^ comforts, for seven 
baskets of sponge-cake, lobster-salad, ice-creams, lemonade, and sugar- 
]^lums, were taken off to the hospital to be divided among the sick and 
bed-ridden— \mwholesome food, one would suppose, for individuals labor- 
ii^ under many descriptions of complaints. At another town, where the 
mipper-table was neglected, the children of a ragged-school received 200 
cups of chocolate. It was served between the alphabet and twice one 
are two» Many little boys, applying the multiplication table to passing 
eirenmstaiices, doubtless said to themselves, twice one cup of chocolat j 
are two cups of chocolate. But I doubt whether this mathematical 
process succeeded in augmenting the supply. These are the only details 
of int^iest that I have been able to glean from five successive numbers of 
the Paps. 

We had hoped for some stirring episodes in this monotonous tour at 
the station of Boulogne. It was there that Louis Napoleon, General 
Montholon, and Persigny, entered France, in 1840, with a view to carry- 
ing it by assault, and re-establishing the Bonaparte dynasty. A tame 
eagle, trained to the feat, descended upon the pretender's head, and it 
was said, and is still believed, that a slice of raw meat upon Louis 
Napoleon's skull was the bait that attracted him there. The eagle was 
taken to the slaughter-house, and the invader was temporally confined 
in the Chateau de Boulogne, from which he was transferred to Ham. Had 
the sub-prefect re&ixed to this incident, he could not have failed to 
amuse immensely a nation of thirty-six million souls. But he was 
directed from JParis to keep clear of any such perilous allusion. 
Consequently "there was very little talking. The mayor did hardly 
more than present the Emperor with the keys of the town; the sub- 
prefect bowed low, the British Consul handed in the adhesion of the 
English residraits,and the Abb^ Somebody invoked the Divine blessing* 
Louis Napoleon pointed out to the Empress the grated window of 
Pwsigny's cell, and quoted a remark that Persigny made as he looked 
out of it in 1840. The Pays says that this remark is now historical. 

Digitized by V^jOO^ ItT 



3M 

^onSbt wheAet ear ^MOttidasti wwAi ewer ke dfafe to Ihprbsw iiO) 
agooiMd «n epoeh ^rittiMrt liimiig the Inm C^^ 

I bsve oAen v^fiMohed wfRif 'wiA m^iiBf^adt of iriiatQ«g)itt»te 
«Be of 1ii6 |iiiiin1inf1i 111(111111 of a Paiu oo rr efgoBdenfa iatiies. I Iwn 
norer y«t WRfctaa « Atftnoi ortkfe. i have nsfer yet fttt ditffe I ^nw 
JHted fer tiiat departawt of €ho oarfice. It ■wnwn to ne to^damMiAa 
fltook of inftnaatioii amd aofoinnnti that I da not pnawm I aotiea 
timt statelj AmeEiean jownak lun« odlnnnB detoted to f3u8 salgeo^ 
and I Buppooe iSbtff mast be xead, or that peopie imM not piaat Ihea* 
Hot to be bddnd any eBterprisiBg Kour Yodc estaUkhmei^ and a 
order to diftanee oo mp e tili op, I ha^e been looidng about for materially 
and gathoiog a ftmd of safcimatfton, which in due time idll bo lamthBd, 
<m jonr readoEa. I eommenee my eecks of fiMhion artielea irith an 
aoooont of two newgamenti, known ae ''PreveFi Umhrdk.Kjheaat^Mat^" 
and ''Prereni 8e1f-«xpanding Pettaooot.* 

In the proBpeet M anaomioing the asdsreOa gceat-eoat, M. 'PfmeL 
TemsAa wilh jnstioe, that the mnbr^a if at beet but a camhrooB nteaaiL 
It eeems to a certain degree to proteet tbe beacer fixna -tiie Eain« bat it 
18 apt to drip from the whalebooes upon his feet, to get^ntasi^ied yoA, 
other umbr^lae, to be borrowed and never retamed. The mnhr^ia 
great>-coat is intended to aepye as a great-eoat $si6, an umbrdlla a^ tibe 
same time. It is made of any impendoas nuvtenal, and has^ xauauiiig 
along the lower edge, an air-proof tube. Under the collar is a littia 
blow-hole oomrnxmicating with this tube. The weefeer ap]^ie8 hia mouth, 
to this hole, and with a Ibw Tigoroas eshalationSy he inflates it wilk aas. 
Ihe tube aoqinies Hw oonostency of a hooj^ the great^joat asnomestfae 
form of a* diving-beSlf and tiie drope idl a long way ontnie of tha 
wearer's feet 8ndi is Prevel's nmbieUa gveat-€oat» it has one h»* 
mense adTantage — ^bo one worid be Ifloely to borrow it. 

The Sd^«zpandiBg Pettiooat eonsists in ihs appUoatum of a maBut 
wind-pipe to the hem of a lady's prmcqial uader ^g a rme u t . Oae^ m tfaia 
way, says the inrentor, ataads out and takes up the room ofeixordiBacy 
petticoats, and thos arves wear end tear, and teoonoadseB washing. It ia 
true, that when a kd^ derires to get into a eauiage, ihe hoop wiH ba 
likely to sticac at the doer. To obviate this, die must, at the moauat of 
embarking, tern a little soiew, hidden in some fold of her diefls, and 
let out the air. The swollen folds at oBoe ooQapse, and diiink into mt 
extremely smal! eovmoss. As she alights from the vehidle, she a^ala 
applies her lips to the mouth-pieoe, inflates the tahe and distoads her 
skirts. This perpetual letting in and oat of air, oae would ^uak, wodd 
become monotoneas, net to say tedious, in time. It m possible that a ' 
flageolet might m sane way be adapted to the tube, so £bMt the wiad, m 
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oMttpia^, mig^ idikfle an ear. Or an maagoDuiit of veedtf idm^ 

pBOdaoemmelodjlilEetiiatof abamsl-orgftn, or perhaps «ftna JSgjiiii^ 
haip. No lady could allege, as an objection, her inability to play upon 
the flute. Hamlet settled the question long ago. Any one can cause 
a recorder to discourse most eloquent music, by just placing the fingers 
upon certain yents, and raising them from certain others. Ask Herr 
K.oenig if the whole art of the comet-^-piston does not He in the way 
he manages his fingers. I anticipate aa immediate success for the new 
petticoats. I need not say that the inyention has been patented. 

Such is my fashion article for this wodc When I get another equally 
good chance, I will give you a seeond. 

One of my colleagues has lately giyen aa account, in an American 
paper, of the S3rstem upon which the Paris firemen are organised. I 
thought, as 1 read it, that he had ^together overrated their efficiency. 
Ihey are rarely called upon to stay the progress of the devouring element 
anywhere but in the recesses and windings of a chimney ; and in these 
cases their mode of procedure is prompf; and effective. But if the fire 
once catches where there is any considerable quantity of inflammable 
material, all their efforts are powerless. The conflagration goes on till 
it bums itself out, or arrives at a stone wall. An instance in point 
occurred yesterday. A piano warehouse caught flre, just at daybreak, 
and the dried and seasoned woods that had been prepared for use, burned 
eagerly and propagated the disaster. It was such a fire as four American 
engines would have quenched in an hour's work, bat the aapeurs-pom- 
pierSf to Ihe number of some hundreds, woiked away at it till sundown, 
when it was finally got under. Tlie firemen wwe not enough by them- 
selves, so the by-stimders were pressed into the service. An English 
baronet was farced to stand in the chain and pass buckets. A gentle- 
man walking with his wife was snatched away from her, and incorpo- 
rated in another gang of the same sort. litde ragged boys were set to 
collect water from nmd-puddles and hand it in «mall palls to the chief 
engineer. 

It was really ludicrous to see these x>o>mpous pompiers, each (me with 
a gun slung over his idioulder, (^d none of them witii any better engine 
than a barrel mounted on wheels. There was no hose, and no means 
of forcing water through it if there had been. All the squirting power 
o^Paris is used up at the water-works of Versailles and tiie cascades of 
St. Cloud. But then the pompiers have rifles, and very bright helmets, and 
they are good gymnasts, and scale a house-side easily by means of a 
knotted rope made fiut roimd the chimney. They make an imposing 
appearance as they march, in groups of a dozen, to the theatres at night* 
fialL They are exceedingly efficient in chopping away the wood-work 
axonnd a stove-pipe, when it has just begun to blister ^itimibrown. 
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lliej iriald the farighteft of axes, and atop in the middle of some peril- 
ow edbieteineiit to make love to the diambermaid- They enjoy great 




Pompiir. 

fkyor with the people, who imagine them to be really the heroic. uijL 
valuable public servants that the correspcmdent, my colleague^ has 4e- 
Bcribed them. When one gets a smgoched face, or comee otherwise in 
contact with smutty substances, he is accompanied back to hii^ berrac^ 
by a crowd of boys and women, who deem that he has seen bard fie^yke, 
and feel an inward certainty that he will get a medal j&om the^^^limst^ 
of the Interior. The Paris firemen are very efficient as Iqng.fi^ there 
are no fires; their duty consists, in fact, rather in preventing .{bi^i 
checking conflagrations. Transported to New York with their |>resept 
ideas and equipments, they would be of no more avail than a chJUd who 
should attempt to quench the glow in a steamboat's farnace with the 
spray of a shattered soap-bi^bble. 
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CHAPTER cm. 

JSBOME BONAPABTE IS UNWELL— THE EMPEBOR QQES SHOOTING AX 

VERSAILLES— ▲ RIYEB CAPTAIN IS DECOBATED— THEATRICALS FROM 

ZULU. 

October 27th, 1853. 
Something is the matter with^ Jerome Bonaparte. He is.miderstood to 
be confined to his bed, and to be undergoing medical treatment. This 
indisposition of the Weiitphalian has been pressed into the service of 
imperial propagandism by the Patrie, Both the morning and evening 
editions of that jonmal publish little bulletins of the progress of the 
disease, with comments on the way in which the sufferer slept, data 
about bis pulse, the opinion of the physician, and the temperature of the 
sick-room —all of which is intended to produce an efifect at a distance. 
No one in Paris feels the least interest in the state of Jerome's health* 
but it is well that people in the country be led to suppose that we 
are deeply afflicted at his illness, and that we await the appearance ot 
the Patrie'i bulletins with agonized impatience. To feel an interest in 
Jerome is, indirectly, to sympathise witii all the other Bonapartes ; and 
the city that stands in tears around tbe bed of the imde, must naturally 
be supposed to be deeply interested in the nephew. The influence of 
these bulletins, that nobody reads, may thus really be wide-spread and 
lasting ; and in this way, too, Jerome may positively be of some use. It 
never was known before what end he was intended to serve. It is now 
clear that his department is to be sick, to pretend to be inquired for, to 
bave extras issued about him, so that Paris may appear to be very much 
concerned for him, and that La Province may share the sorrows of 
Paris. Jerome is the sick member of the government, and in his 
way contributes to the solidity of the existing rigime. He takes 
rhubarb in order to settle the Interior. The interest he feels in foreign 
affidrs is his disinclination to swaUow imported drugs. Jerome is imwell 
to order— he is bed-ridden by prescription, and will stay on his back 
just as long as this issuing of bulletins can be made to serve any possible 
purpose. Here is another paragraph, panting and piping-hot from the 
press: 

"His Imperial Highness, the late King Jerome, is a little better 
this evening. He got up this morning, worked a little with his secre- 
taries, and then went to bed again. 

"His state requires the greatest care." 

To-morrow we shall be told that the- Emperor has sent an aide-de- 
camp to inquire after the health of the illustrious inValMic The next 
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day, tlie Fairie will say that a register has heen opened at the Palais 
Boyal ibr the receptioii of the names of snoh ladies and gentlemen as 
eontinnallj throng the aooess^to a«are thsmseWes that his Highness is 
no worw; then the same anthority will assert that the neighhors have 
symd straw over tiie streeti^ by snbseriptxony in ordsr ta dmdtm Iter 
racket; and then the Pofw will become maudlin, and il> ftiapf wffl he 
diluted with unheeility; and in the meantime, it is to be hoped, Jerone 
will really get weQ, if he really was sick. 

After this ado over the fcther, it is aatoral thare shonid be aom^ 
excitement orer the son. Napoleon fionapaarta left Paris yesterday^ 
iueogmto, for Stnttgard. It may seem singular ,that ha abonld ^lit h^ 
parent at a moment tiriban periodical bulletins of bis health are deemcifi 
necessary to tranquilliae people who are utter atraagera to himj;..b«t 
these imperial people manage to get along with a leiy dim sense dL ttif 
oongruities of life. The King of Wirtemberg is Naj^kon Bonapart^S 
uncle, and lately expressed adesbre to see his nephew. Hence his journey 
to Stnttgard. He goes incqgmta^ to avoid the oongmtolationa of tha 
people, and the compliments ef the sbmU Grand Dukes of the Gcarman 
Principalities. 

We learn, from the Patrisj that liie Emperoc went shooting in IJbe 
Park of Versailles, the day before yesterdayr with four gentlexnen« The 
whole five brought down 252 head of game ; the Emperer'a share was 
117 f Every one Ihat reads this story, and beliflves it, will be another 
head of game. It is true, indeed, that his Majasly has published a work 
to Artillery, and that he has devised a peouiiGa! howitaer,. for use upon 
the Boulevard Poissonnidre i but all thia does not make him such a 
tremendous marksman aa the Patris would have us su^^pose. Perbsj^ 
bowever, Emperors shoot imder unusually favora^ auq^ioes. Perhi^ 
the partridges have taken the oath of fidelity, and did not try to get 
away. Perhaps the quails, who have handed in their adhesion, assembled 
in rows on branches, thus ofiering an admirable range for the imperial 
eye. Perhaps the blackbirds met in quantities of tw^ity-four at a time. 
in order to die together, and be bakad in a pie. Under such circum- 
stances, an Emperor would be inasasoaable if he did not do aa much 
execution as his whole saite pot together. The real iisct would seem to 
be, that men drive in the game with which the park is thickly stocked, 
and the sportsmen have nothing to do but to blaze away. Perhaps, too, 
the branches are spread with l^drlime— in which case, the quaiLa may 
certainly be said to have given in tbeir adhesion. If so, they will only 
resemble a large part of the nation who ha:ve been caught and bagged 
by Louis Napoleon. 

The Moniteur publishes a list of individuals docorated by Louis 
Napoleon during his tour to the North* One mayor is made commander, 
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fbe third grade in the ord^; six prefects, ete., are nada officers; sfld 
ftrtrjr-two-ifosetibizaiiraare made eheTaHers. Two of' thesv are gentlenMit 
who assuted m captioing Louis Napoleon at Be«k^ne, in. 1840* TIm^ 
Emperor said, in bestowing these rSbboia^ that hb liksd scddieis whQ» 
obeyed their snperiorB. The strpoxon who gaem tile coder which thess 
soldiers exeented were of conrse not decorated* Thitreis only room m 
this world for one incKvidnal who takes a ^^covrageoiBi inMative." 

The captain wbo Immg^t tibe screw-steamer Sble^ np the Seine, to 
^iris, and andiored her df the IiomTre, has also received a r3>bon fiom 
the hands of his Majesty. One wonld suppose a sailor to he ahore sneH 
things, and that the mind that is nsed to the grand effects wronght by 
burricanes, water-sponts, nndertows, and white-sqiialls, and is wont to 
place its reliance on such agencies as mainsails, sheet-anchors, belaying- 
pins, and marliog-spikes, would set but a yery slight value on a gew-gaw 
so useless as this red ribbon. We cannot account for his eager accept- 
ance of the decoration on the plea that he is a fresh-water sailor, and 
has rarely been out of sight of land, for the oldest salts in the navy are 
quite as susceptible of this sort of flattery as is this river <'cap'n* from 
Bordeaux. Our Ooptain Ingraham I take to be a man wbo wonld not 
particxdaiiy core about tucking the Emperor's fSbbon into his overcoat 
button-hole. 

Twelve Caffires from 2uhi hsremadetheir a^e«anx»]n aplay calkd 
" Scenes of Savage life, in two taMeaoz." Aa introdvBtory prologue 
was spoken by one of the aeto» attached to the theotne^ and the curtain 
tiien rising reyealed Um Caffies, in battle array, ready to march upon 
the foot-lights. They abandon them hostile intSBtlo&B^ however, and 
divert the audience by their pn^axations fbr gettiii^ supper* Thea 
fliere is an interlude in which an amorous gentleman asks the hand of a. 
female Caffire belonging to the troupe, in marriage. Bb sings a Zulu 
baUad, which appears to be well received by the lady. They the& 
deliberate on a scheme of invasion, and advance to combat. A frightM 
scene of warflEure ensues, mingled vnth shouts^ vdiistlingB, exorcisms,, 
r^adoons, grnnaoes, and shindies in couples. One of their fbndes would 
appear to be to make fieuses at tLe private boxes. I suppose this is owing 
to the &ct that these types of undisgtiised barbarism axe bound to 
cherish a lively hatred for those who claim to be the exponents of 
tile most advanced civilisation. If I understood the Zulu tongue, I 
would strive to undeceive the CafiGbes on this point. I would tell them 
tiiat the private boxes are the resort of those who go to the theatre less 
fbr the characters that the artists represent, than Ibr the artists them- 
selves ; they go to clap a danseuse, and to be seen to do it by the object 
of their applause ; they go to wink at the low comedian, and to nod to 
the first and second murderer behind the scenes $ they go to exhibit 
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irhite kid glovn, and to be noticed as having paid half a dollar more 
than anj one ebe. All thia I would tell the Gaflfrea, if I knew bow to 
talk Znln. Am the curtain HbU, on the first night, a gentleman was beaxd 
to remaric that be waa now reooncOed to the frock coat, to pantaloona, to 
■ospenders, to shirts, and even to stove-pipe hats. He had of late 
nounshed earnest prejudices against them, which, he was happy to say, 
bad Tanished at the sight of these African fashions, worn by natiye pro- 
fassors. Ue ooold now tolerate, the paletot, and even the eoaehmann, 
since he had seen the embroidered blanket, the worsted torbav, find the 
tattooed legs. 



CHAPTEJl CIV. 

ALL souls' DAT AT PERE LA CHAISE— THE EMPEROB'S FINGEB-POSTS — 
AN AMERICAN SLATE IN THE STBEETS AT HIDNIOHT. 

NoYember 3rd, 1863. 
Yesterdat was All Souls' Day— Za Fete dee Morts—vad it became 
every one's duty to visit Pere La Chaise. Having spent thre^ Wars 
there, under a warm Indian summer's sun, and having gathered one or 
two incidents worth a mention, let me briefly detail the appearance of 
the cemetery on the Holiday of the Dead. 

It is the custom in Catholic countries on this day, if on- no other in the 
year, to repair to the graves of departed friends, to remove the faded 
crowns and withered flowers — ^that were perhaps hung there a year 
before, and have done a twelvemonth's service — ^to light candles in the 
little chapels built over the tombs, to rub away the dust and cobwebs, and 
to read a fitting passage from the prayer-book. Between morning and 
night the scene undergoes a very noticeable change. The view becomes 
bright yellow with the crowns and garlands of artificial everlasting that 
are placed over the graves. The landscape is beautified with wreaths of 
dyed amaranth, and chaplets of fiowers, and perhaps it is the only day 
in the year when the breeze is laden with a genuine odor of nature. It 
would certainly seem as if a beholder ought to be touched by the con- 
templation of such a scene. But the French are such incorrigible lovers oi 
effect, that even in their burying-grounds they appear to be contriving 
shows and little two-penny sights. I know I am not the only one who 
is impressed by the idea that the ladies that ornament their fiixnily tombs, 
on All Souls' Day, are not purely influenced by afiection for the deed. 
To mention an instance. 

Not £Eir f A/in the grand entrance is a chapel-tomb made of sheet copper. 
It is perhaps four feet square, and the side upon the avenue is pure plate 
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g^ias9» protected hj a slight in»i trellis-work. Quite a crowd Was 
gathered hefbre it. It was literally shrouded in houquets of white and 
xed flowers. In the interior, which was furnished with extreme luziny, 
was a chandelier and two candelabra, hearing perhaps forty lighted 
candles. On the mantel-piece was a huge and solid sllyer cross. 
The curtains were made of bright sheet iren, drawn aside by polished 
steel loops. The floor was marble, laid in mosaic. On the outside of 
this barbaric temple sat its owner, a lady of perhaps forty years, reading. 
She looked vastly more like a woman tendiog wax-work, than a mother 
sitting by the grave of her child. I could not get over the impression 
that there was something to pay. Every <me stopped, looked, wondered, 
and went on. And all this was evidently one object of the " exposition.'' 

Nine-tenths of the persons engaged iu this way seemed to be actuated 
by a mingled sense of duty and a desire to attract a crowd* There 
seemed to be little pure emotion. If there had been, it would have been seen 
at i^efaue eommune, — ^the common trench, — where the poor are buried 
gratuitously and yet decently. It seemed to me that, as there is no 
posfiibiUty of display here, the bereft would be solely given up to quiet 
remembrance and dlent regret, which exclude outward show. But I 
found v^ few mourners there ; they had made haste to hang a crown or 
two, to unbed a plaster cast of little Samuel in the soil, and had gone up 
to the aristocratic quarter to see the spectacle. They had fled the humble 
Talley, and ascended the marbled peak, to admire the sculptured monu- 
mex^B wd the (ippper chapels. It was pretty certain that, in a country like 
France, the Living would take the holiday of the Dead, and make it into 
a^ holiday for themselves. 

The grand chapel of the cemetery presented a scene of unostentatious 
prpstratJLon before Qod. The chairs were filled with women (I saw but one 
man, out of a himdred persons), silently praying, or as silently weeping* 
There, at least, there was no striving for efiect. But it was marred by 
the extraordinary proceedings iu what is called the Candle Comer. 
There was an iron framework, supporting, perhaps, two hundred spikes; 
and i^n these spikes were burning as many long, thin taUow candles* 
The lower ends were made hollow, and fitted exactly on to the spikes* 
They were of various prices, according to the siee— two sous, four sous, and 
six sous. You buy a candle proportionate to your means, you dedicate it 
to some lost relative, you spike it, you cross yourself you pay your two 
sous, and you depart. You have, perhaps, redeemed a fitther from pur- 
gatory, or have, at any rate, hastened his release. As fast as a spike 
became ^ree, it was capped with another and another candle. The 
amount of burnt-offerings that thus ascended to heaven was really quite 
suggestive. I knew there had been a good deal of sinniug in France, 
but not so much as was indicated by so much expiation* During the 
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4ij two Imndred tbrasaad ponooftTiatedlbftilizeeoeiiieteiiMof Fazu. 
Ifas «f«mie« lettdnig to tlKH iran filled mft 00^ 
to xntHMt tho dMd: p B pp t t » dMH Bi> nittlTiiig honeo^ ddttiesy Chmtee 
UUiMds, OMmoniMMi «iid one or two £■(: hodiml TISiflfleier fitait 
^ hftTo bemntUa the flemetwriw, it hm, JhtkF^ desVwam oat- 
L ofa Toy SMfy clM»Qf ^rinn% at tfaaU 
IlieBmptKorhfts j«ii tdnn SDodiwiagcBi^aaiiutiat^ His par- 
powwMiiottoilaaglitariMDple on ttmBmtowd^lwttQkpireYeiittheiii 
ftom loaB|r^l>^^*^<7^ tho tooBt oj C an if i i g^ io^ .^^All.ti bM& fe^er-poata 
idndi stead at Ilia oosMfs ci roads idttskj knd^piBRQwn are ta lie 
painted red ; so tiuHtniMi a aaa iviM> camo^x^^^llpts mth. a gnidcK 
beszd of that fane^ he ia. as imU aUa ta t^ tlwr way to Cnropi^gnfi as 
tiKmgkheooiddspaU. I am astnaalMd afcjhatsriiwtistt of coJor made ly 
his Mqesty. Bed is. fl a ppo s od . to be xaaco laeBned to get people into 
traaUothantoeoctBeatatiMaa^cttftit; LoaP-nwiainbetrwhen ti^e boaia 
on tin mwDa weia ocdwad mut ta asa xsd. laaterna at nighty aa Ihe 
psafiBct ihoBght tfaasn iggsstwe dL j^nWiwinMBi and gore. I.aiB:^;lad 
diat the SmpMNir. haareaoPrwad^oailBS pnjodicsa against the oolor of 
roses and soDset. 

I was standiag, lata last araung, at the oonisr of & deseacted street, 
the fog abttost qasottfauig tita Hf^ of the latUBP^ wbm I was aceosted 
by a yoke tiiat spoke English: — 
*' Are 70B an Amerioaat sir P** 

My qaestioner was a negro hoy, . periiaps ei^^en^eaxa of age, 
tall, 8(HB0what eniaeiatedy jet bladiv and dressed, xa a.hlolBe or. sxaock* 
frock. 
<«Tes,Iaai. H^hattben?" 

<* I beg yoar paidMi, siri bat I ra» away fraol home^ sir, and I don't 
know what I'm goings to do» dear oil here. I am a slaye, sir, and some 
people UAd mo that it was better to starve than bo a slave, and I shipped 
fsr Marseilles, and I've come up here arfoot, and I haven't got a cent, 
and I don^ know wha<t Fm going to do, so &r q£^ sir. I wish you'd, 
give me a few coppers to get a nigl^'s lodging, sic." 

<^ Well, that's a pretty, aoeonnt to give.of yonnaK So yon ran. away. 
Did your master ever beat yon ?" 
<< No, sir, he didn't never beat me." 
"Well, what are yon going to do ?" 

'^1 am a-going to get down to Havre tho best way I can,.ax^ work 
my passage back to the States, sir."^ 
*' You were better off th^re than yon ara heco ?'' 
** Lord gracious, I should think I was!" 

'* Well, here, take that, and be careful with it, and another time, don't 
mmd what 'some people' teU you. Good bye," .^.^^.^^^oogie 
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'•'TBank yoxi, sir, rmvory siaekobHg^^d to yofo, sir ; if I ever get bacsk, 
ra stfty-back. Good%ei si»" 

And lie Immedrc^ iato^ tJie fog: In my muBings aa to the moral of 
this, I fbrgot tb adrhiitt how lie knewtliiA J was aa Americaa* 




AJPTEJl. CV. 



AN. TMPTftftTAT. VISIT- JPffcafF-XHE MODERN- MEOiEirAB«—inaE FINE AttTS 

Are conveeted. 
' ^ NoTcmber eth, 1853. 

A PAFES of a; N«rtii8BiLD^partment giTWi a very fiiimy accoimt of a visit 
pud by th»ir ME^esfties^tc^thft Eortcessi oil Ham, where Louis Napoleon 
speotsEc yean ifl dananeo vflse. As they crossed the drawbridge, says this 
joiHRoal, tii» fbatoBOi o£ the Emperor appeared much changed. His 
emotbn waa great... B» rdated to the Empress all the circumsl^ces of 
hivesrap&andffighA.. fi^afterwaada ascended to his old apartment, and 
when tl^yaEzived.'tib!ete^'tba< BmpisesB threw herself into his arms, and 
einbsaMdhim w[&a:teod«r«motaon. The bystanders weremnch impressed 
lyjrthis^sceoai. Th» Emfieaor w^cit out npon the terrace, and showed the 
EiqpfeflB?soniyfliai^Bi harhad fnanerly cnitlvated— perennials, evidently. 
ll^Ei^ress! piac4k|gpB> tmd^ distributed them with a mournful smile, 
H'^rcB^StkreyiBat'^m^tpt^^ and water probably--efter the 

nrazmernunmUypPREed-at Ham. Then came the mayor, and the civil 
aotlHHniiieBj andJ^&uljBiiAuip, and the ecclesiastical functionaries, and a 
crowd of little boys, at which their Majesties were much annoyed, as 
thay were tcav^Bttis^fneo^ti^. 

The' Italian Op«z» pontxrely opens on the 15th of November, with 
<^ lia Cen^ieiitola."' AU-the* seats are disposed of for the first night, and 
it is SBpposed thairthue.wfll be an imposing display of winter jBashions 
and sonmierBlundidBtai It ia to be a dressy season ; none but fne richest 
mataiols will ba^ateisaHxb for ball costumes, and certain unusual mag- 
mfioeDces are to be. leqinred of persons invited to court. This govern- 
ment mcd&es it- a puii^tO' encourage indebtedness to tailors and mantua- 
maJEers ; and by^the! tiB» Ihat Louis Ni^pleon is crowned, he will have 
become so> exaotsog tliBt;no one will be received at the Tuileries who can- 
noft'&lmwa&bidousbBdasK» against him at Dusautoy's. Nokdywillbe 
coDffldered fit oompeivfp for the Empress: whose gilt does not amount to 
poBXtrm crime. Everybody must be over head, and ears in debt and 
Tttlvet ; ovemm mth bankcoptoy and ppint-laoe. There is to be a new 
ftddon ofweariag ladies^ hair, too. The coiffenrs and permquiers of Faria 
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held a oomr the other night*— or, as we ahould call it, a caucua— to decide 
upon the mode finr the winter, 'fhey hit upon some style, I believe, and the 
approbation of the Empress is to be obtained, when it will be introduced 
to the pnUic There is one &yor I haye to ask of the barber who majr 
be sent as envoy to the Empress — ^namely, that he will not aak for per- 
mission for M. Base to retom from exile, as the immortal Jasmin did. 
Once is enough ; indeed, M. Base says it was once too much* 

I began to speak of the Italian opera. There are 100 painters, 
decorators, and upholsterers engaged upon ihe building inside and oat. 
Their Majesties pay 10,000 francs a season for their box— to which 
they have a right, indeed, without paying, as a quid pro quo finr the sub- 
vention of the state. But Lonis Napoleon seeks opportmiities to cajole 
the fine arts, for he has an inclination to be song, to be painted, and ix> 
be *' sculped." Fortaz\iately for him, and to their discredit, the fine arts 
are very easily bought. They must be on the side of the authoritlGS in 
monarchical countries, or they starve. The State has a score of gardens 
to onuunent with marble groups, and this is more than enough to per- 
suade all the sculptors over to the State's way of thinking. It has a 
dozen palaces, and a myriad of churches, all of which need allegorical 
figures, stained window-glasses, Descents from the CSross, Napoleon IIL's 
distributing the Eagles, and it is not the nature of paint or putfy to 
resist such seductions. A refractory operannnger, or an nnconverted 
dramatic artist, would speedily be wrought upon, conclusively, by Bome 
of the means the State can bring to bear. I do not mean to be very 
severe upon the fine arts for succumbing so readily to the gentle influences 
exerted upon them. But it is certainly reg^rettaUe that the government 
disposes of such an amount of patronage as to render them dependent^ 
timeHserving, and supplicatory. 

Louis Napdeon is nobody's Mecasnas for the mere pleasure of the thing. 
He expects to get it all back again in rhyme, in song, in chisel, or on 
canvas. The original Mecsenas could allow his pn>t§gg to sing of other 
aims thanjiiw own, of another man than himself MecsBnas II. must be the 
hero of all the .^Bbieids that he pays for — ^thus. " Arms and the Man I 
sing," whose courageous initiative has filled two hemispheres with his 
renown — who is the glorious continuer of a dynasty founded by his immortal 
unde — ^who has just graced his throne with the Pearl of Castile, Engenie 
de Gusman — Eugenie ! what a sweet name ! If snch is the wiPe, what wiU 
be the mother ! Their Majesties attended the Grand Opera last night : 
they were everywhoe received with marks of the most sympathetic 
respect. The l^peror, in his inexhaustible soEdtode fi>r everything 
and everybody, has just granted every Frenchman over age a pension of 
200 francs out of his private pmne. flis Migesty yesterday received a 
deputation of the miners of the Commune of lire-Damp, and listened 
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^rith intense benevolence to eyeryHung they said. As he was going back 
to St.* Cloud, he saw a chiffonnier. He stopped and gazed with a Hrely 
interest at the basket of refiise he had collected dniing his tramp. As he 
lefty he placed in the hand of the chiffonnier a parcel tied with pink 
string. The astonnded recipient opened it, and fi)nnd in it the ribbon 
of the Legion of Honor, and a patent appointing him rag-picker to his 
Migesty. The Emperor worshipped yiesterday in his private chapel; 
it was a touching sight to see him and the Empress joimng in the 
anthem," and so forth and so on, out of sight and hearing. 

In the mean time the real poets of France are either exiled or 
under a shade. Victor Hugo, who neither writes machine poetry, nor 
produces it to order, breathes a foreign air, and treads an island soil. 
Lamartine, of course, holds no intercourse with the present race of rulers, 
and prints no sonnets in their praise. Beranger lives in retirement and 
has hushed his muse. The great men refuse the oath, withdraw into 
obscpity, and deplore in silence the degradation of France. The little 
great men cluster round the inglorious conqueror, swear fealty and 
frenzy, receive title, place, ribbon, patent, and shout that the Golden 
Age has returned again, and announce a new Benaissance. Posterity 
will do them all equal justice — ^the great men that lived in isolation, and 
the little men that hurried into those great men's places, and thought, 
because they could fiU their shoesi that they could fill the measure of 
their renown, and grasp the volume of their glory. 



CHAPTER CVI. 



HOW TO BE A MONITEUH— THE ATENOEBS OF DEMOCRACY AT DIJON — 
A FRAKTIC EDITOB WBITES A TRAGEDY— HOBSE-FLESH TO BE EATEN 
AT VIENNA. 

Kovember 18th, 1863. 
The Assemhlee NatumaU^ knpwn to be the organ of the fusion as long 
as the fusion did not exist, seems to desire to be considered its Moniteur, 
now that the fiision is achieved. It has made manifest this desire by a 
judicious reserve, by remaining a long way behind the age, and by 
speaking, when it does speak, in the laconic style of an oraele* One 
week after the public was folly acquainted with the details of the meet- 
ing of the Count of Chambord and the Duke of Nemours, the Assemble 
announced the fieust and gave the date, in spaced type, and loftily ab- 
stained from remark. It pre&ced this allusion with the observation that 
its peculiar position constrains it to adopt a system of unutterable 
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gEBudenr and distant farerity. The puUie at onae sa^ys, What a qaas- 
taty this paper must know, it says so little ! fio the A^B^mkUe hw.he- 
eoBEie the MonUewr de Jafunon, for the reason that it nevsr.^^eaksjjf it. 
If joa want to be a Jfonttetir of aaythzag, afbor the Frendi Cushion, jon 
most take care and rarely comproBBiae yoossdf Abont it. J£.yovL teU^ 
you know, yon may be Tery instraotiTe and Yery intoresting;, but ysa 
will never be a Moniteur, It is said that Guetronai^, joint editeff^ 
the Oonstitutumnel and the Pays, is elaborating a IdUiBg article i^on 
the fosion. Gueronniere's editorials are always ajmoanoed beforehand, 
in order that the people may stand with their Tnantbft op^i. TVhan jtkej 
appear, they ML to create a sensation, ecnd 1ifeB.pap«KS<.of the next joom- 
ing say, maliciously, that it was a waste of tiiae to wait £or .Arthur. 
Being altc^ther a lyric politician, he wntas eoimms isa the JPays as £t 
he were inditing a libretto for a ballad opeB»^YeryhanBonious» flowing, 
gtaoefiil, balmy, but deficient in common sense. 

The trial at Dijon of a secret soeietjr, known mb the True Avengers jof 
Demoenu^, has resulted in some curious de^alspments. The sociefy 
consisted of ten members, whose duty it was to advanee the interests df 
the Democracy by all means possible and imposaihle. The. formula of 
initiation was at once sinister and grotesque. The candidate swore Jipon 
a poniard and upon a book called the People's <Gospel ; he then jrepeated. 
an oath over a death's head, and drank i»d wine oat of a skolL The 
object of the society, consisting, as I have saM, of ten men, was to ^t 
XK)s8e8sion of Dijon, sack it, and then march upon Paris, to OYertom 
Louis Napoleon. To farther this project, each member assumed a dis- 
tinctiya appellation— one was the Cheyalier of Christ, another the Che- 
Talier of Vengeance, another the Chevalier of Night, another the Che- 
Talier of Humanity. The President, aged twenty, a stem Democrat, 
added the partude of nobility, De, to his name. He required his com- 
panions to addesBS him as De Vender. Inasmuch as tiiis formidable 
society never accomplished anything, and as the greater portion of its 
members ware under age, the court let them, off with ^three and -two 
years' imprisonment, and five years' deprivation of civil rights. Even had 
they naver been arrested, nor tried, it is not IScely that the simpletons 
would -ever have done any harm ; but it is a stiiking ocnnmeatny on 
French ideas of Bepublicanism, that those yftto imagine themseLvee Be- 
publicans think it necessary to collect in grottos, jnun^l^b over dsatli's 
heads aadjKxniards, drink out of sktdls, and behave genesaliyas lf.ti»y 
ware going to evoke a devil or lay a sonmambulist. 

In the new play of "La Pierre de Touche,** an insoleirt and ^eowarffiy 
editor is represented as voriting with his sword and fighting inWi iiV jwi 
Am^d^e de C^slna, one of the Emperoi^s jcrbbers in ^» <!ongHkaiomiti, 
is said to be exactly fitted by the cap, though lie^hasimt seen m^fnt 
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it on. Apropos of Am^dee de C^slna : lie has judged prudent to with- 
. draw a tragedy of his make, entitled *^ Philippe Anguste/' from the 
"Porte St Martin, where it was in rehearsal. He had been given to 
understand that the papers representing all the shades of oppositian, 
whether Republican, Legitimist, Orleanist, or Fusionist, would vent upon 
TiL C§s6na's play all the pent up indignation of two years. M. Cessna 
has slandered, abused, insulted, mocked all the unconverted, in the 
columns of the imperial organs. He has tossed gibe and contumely 
right and left, and, with the generosity pecxiliar to his party, has 
trod the harder on people that were down, and railed the fiercer when 
their tongues were tied. If such a man finds the door shut upon him, 
he can but remember that he shut, latched, and locked it himself. 
Literature loses but little by the wise retirement of M. de C^s^na from 
the dramatic arena. I have read the dream, recitative, and tirade of 
''Philippe Auguste." A man that writes machine editorials and agonizes 
to order, could hardly be expected to write other than crank tragedies. 
The ibaan is blank verse. Very blank, indeed ! 

A man has been tried for abuse of the Emperor. I was astonished to 
-^Bd that what he said, upon his examination, was reported in fall in the 
papers. He expressed supreme disgust at the manner in whioh France 
was goveraed, and gave a somewhat stem opinion upon the character of 
his Migesty. I was surprised at this freedom of naiaAtive on the part of 
the editors. But I soon learned the secret. The criminal went on to 
deelflve that he had ao sympathy with hmdhxrds, and called upon all 
tenants to refuse to pay their rent. The -cnnning journalists — ^those of 
the Pa^», Patrie, etc. — ^thought this an excellent opportunity of exem- 
.plifying the fact that a man who thinks ill of Louis Napoleon must of 
'neoesnty he eithor a brigand or a fooL 

We get a singular piece of intelligence from Vienna. The municipal 
•g o v ernm ent there, on the recommendation of the Beard of Health, has 
anthorifledthesalfief horae-flesh in the biitcbBrs« stalls of the capital. A 
French, paper says, tbat, in the presmt soavciiy of provisions in Plaris,« 
flamilar step might be advantageously taken here. A coRespondent 
ought to know everything, nr at least to pretend to know eveiy^ 
thbg; but I am willing to acknowledge that this annoimcement 
has taken me by surprise. I was not prepared for it, aiid have never 
met with anythiu]^ in the course of my reading which enables 
me to give an opimon, or venture a suggestion, on so novel a topicr 
I know, indeed, that the poliee of this cify take .great care that 
no harse*fl«^ findits way into the consomptiai of the people ; but this 
ra;th0r militates against the supposition that the meat in question is eidisr 
healthy or nutritious. Sudi an initiatrve is, however, in keeping, oominjg^ 
from Austria. Francis Joseph can now take (me moie stepin the saMe 
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dinotion, and uihoriae oannibalifln. Himgaxiaiui and Loadiwd»> 
TenetiaDfl would, doabtleas, be oonBidered verf good eniang \j the 
admiien of Haynan and RadetakL In thfise hard times, the poor must 
he proiTided for. The introdnctian of theae cheap articlea of food into 
the people's hill of five, is an act of enlightened Austrian b^ieTdeiioe. 
Shees of oold missionary ha^e long fignred in the larders of the Fejee 
Talandew, and, irith a small advanoe in this land of civilisation, hot 
hannches of horse and Hungarian may yery soon smoke npon the board 
of the Austrian peasant. 



CHAPTER CVII. 

KEYIEW:* CHARACTER AND PROSPECTS OF THE EHPIRE. 

Pa&is, Januazy 5th, 1854. 
In entering upon a new year, I may be perhaps indulged in departing 
from my vocation as a chronicler of events, so &r as to caiA a rapid 
glance of retrospection, with a few indications which may ahed a lit^ 
light npon the future. Though I shall speak chiefly of France, it may 
be jiroper to make one or two preliminaiy remarks of a general nature. 

The morning of the year 1853 presented a very different aspect from 
its evening. Then nearly the whole world was at peace, and seemed to 
be enjoying a condition of general repose, attended by a slow but visible 
march of improvement. There was hardly a country in eitiier hemi- 
sphere which could not show -on last new year's day, some amelioration 
of its condition, moral and material, over the opening anniversary of 
1852. 

The condition of Europe was especially marked with tranquillity and 
prosperity. With the single exception of Austrian and Papal Italy, 
which had not recovered from the scars of 1848-9, there vras not a 
state, empire, or kingdom which was not in the enjoyment of peace, with 
a tendency, more or less active, to political and social improvement. 
Even beneath the rigors of despotism, and despite the vdshes and pur- 

• The preoeding letters comprise the period firom the first open moYement for 
the Empire to its establishment, and include all that the writer originally intended 
to embrace in this VQlume. Important events, howcTer, have recently taken 
plaee, and whieh may throw light upon the character and tendencies of <he ehkf 
aatora in the drama; the author is, therefore, induced to present -a few gjimpsus 
of these, in a concluding chapter, written and published at the date above affixfd 
to it. 
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poses of tyrannical goTamments, there was an irresistible drift of events, 
nifiing the standard of intelligence, increasing the rewards of labor, 
davating the hopes of the depressed, and softening the hearts of the 
masters and ministers of power. 

How di£ferent is the condition now ! Nearly half the world is in a 
state of actual or threatened war&re. From the Yellow Sea to the 
Baltic — an extent of 5,000 miles — (and, curionsly enough, occnpying the 
space coTered by the empire of Qenghis Khan, some six hundred years 
ago) — all is shaken by local insurrection or international warfare. It is 
not less curious that liiese agitations involye the oldest dynasties of Asia 
and the most iron despotisms of Europe — China, Persia, Turkey, and 
Bussia. Nor is the agitation confined to these countries. All Southern 
Europe sympathizes with its yibrations ; and eyen your hemisphere is 
agitated, in its commerce, at least, by these remote undulations fix>m 
the old world. 

It is an inference too obyious to need enforcement — that despotism, 
hallowed by time, sanctified by religion, and administered with a crush- 
ing energy of will, can neither protect itself from the underminiag 
influence of human progress, nor secure to its subjects the vaunted bless- 
ings of tranquillity. Agitation — ^the crime of republics^the horror of 
monarchies— seems not only to attack despotic governments, but its con- 
vulsions, when they come, are often of the most lasting and feital nature. 
More blood is shed in one battie between kings and their puppets than 
all that has flowed, necessarily and directly, &om the agitations of Social- 
ists, Democrats, and Bepublicans, of every name and degree, in both hemi- 
spheres, during the present century. More property is destroyed, more 
happiness sacrificed, more misery inflicted, by one squabble between two 
aspirants for that bauble called a crown, than by all the Eepublican 
uprisingB of 1848, throughout the whole of Europe. And yet, how do 
the Notabilities and Bespectabilities glorify and sanctify the first ! With 
what holy horror do they look upon the last ! 

The sources of these great movements which now shake and threaten 
the world are beyond our scrutiny. They often seem to begin in trifles, 
in the petty ambitions or the petty passions of individuals. These are, 
however, but instruments ; the true causes lie beyond, in the unfathom- 
able purposes of Providence. As the turning of a screw may light up 
a dty vdth gas, or leave it in a state of darkness, so a slight incident 
— a mere change of the weather — ^the blunder, or confusion, or obsti- 
nacy of an individual— may change the fortune of a kingdom. 

But I must descend &om these generalities to particulars. The War tn 
ib^ East is marked with anomalies. France, England, and other parts of 
Christendom, take part with the Turks against their Christian brother, 
the Csar. This is an odd choice of partners for wi^Ll^ prove a " Dance 
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of Death.** In other directioiiB, the combixiatiGiis are no leas singukr. 
England, the old ally of Enssia, and the jealous rival of France, in the 
days of the first Napoleon, is now leagned with Napoleon III., and eid^ 
by-side, these two powers are marshalling their forces far ho^yfities 
against Bnssis. 

It is not possible here to detail all the motives whieh enter into iJiese 
great movements. On the smr&ce we vee that Ilnssia,'in obedienoe to ^ 
tradition and a spirit whidi, in oor country, is called fnamf^st degtinyy 
desires the annexation of Tmkey. TTanee and Enghmd foresee iniids 
a distnrbance of the balance of Europe, axid a dangorous preponderance 
of the great northern despotism. Beneath tSiese general views, ihete 
are a multiplicity of interests, some national and «ome personal, but all 
more or less local and selfish. 

England, the great belligerent of former centuries, has given herself 
up to one idea — ^that of commerce. So thoroughly changed is herspizit, 
that she trembles at what would have been regarded as idle spectres 
in former times. The Preston strikes, ihe hereditary grumbling at tax- 
ation, the Hcense of the press, the restiveness of colonies — these, and 
things like these, inspire a nervous dread of e^rerj thing like change, 
and especially one which opens a door of such wide possibiHties as 
a European war. Thus she has played a weak and hesitating part 
in Eastern affiurs, and even now, while seeming cm the stage to be 
doubling up her fist to strike, is thought to be carrying on a by*play 
behind the curtain. It is a very connnon opinion here, that ^e is 
rather dragged into her present 'position by IPranee. 

In respect to Prance, I have only to spe^ of Xouis Napoleon. He 

has, so fi^ as regards the government, eomx^etety absorbed the eonntry 

in his personality. Nobody asks what Pranee wants. Nobody seems 

toimagine that Franeehassucha'&ingas a peeple. Scarcely was iiie 

nation more engulfed in the deep, dark bosom of tike great JfapoleoQ, 

than it is now in the more selfish and sullen breast of his s^uocessor. 

The aimy is his — the dnzrdi is 'fai^— the police is his — iSoB sword and 

the purse are his—the legions of paid spies and parasites of all names 

and degrees—senators, ministens. Judges, 'prefects, mayoEs, -diplcfmatB— 

each and all are his. Even&neis his. Fnmee is blotted out &am the 

memory of man. All over the world, it is asked— not "what Eranoe 

thinks — ^but what does Xouis NopdleoBi 1hnB&? ffis lips are 'watched like 

those of an oracle. His brief sefftenoes are i»iught np and i^legiaplied 

over Eurqpe like the decrees df £ate. The Xcmdnn 7¥iim9— Ihe thnndeiMr 

itsdf— is bat too happy v^ien it canamionnee totiie wodd, byihe grace of 

its Paris canrespondent, something that the Jupiter of the TuUeries has 

spoken. The Moniteur — ^flie anrAd Monitmr^JAfW l^^i^oleon in pdiijb— 

makes all Europe bow do wnl)e£nreit» well-leaded ^^Pl^nci^^lpaiagnijpllik 
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This is all true — ^as a spectacle to the eye. But does it rest on a solid 
basis? Is Louis Napoleon's system one that can endnreP Willitbide 
the day of trial ? Will it stand through protraxjted peace ^nd suocessfoHy 
resist the excitements and fluctuatians of "war P 

No man here ventures to answer these queationB affirmatively. Even 
theNapoleonists admit that his system must fell -wiien Louis Napoleon 
dies. Jerome, the legal successor, is imbecile, and is despised. His son, 
Napoleon, is a man of very moderate capacity, vrhose chief merit lies in his 
striking personal resemblance to his famous uncle. INone of the otber 
Bonapartes have the slightest promise, or the Blightest chance of filling 
the blank whidi is sure to come -when Louis Napoleon yields the sceptre 

whether it be -tranquilly in the course of nature, or'ijy violence in "die 

course of revolution. AU, then, rests upon a sii^le life, and one not only 
liable to the common vicissitudes of humanity, but exposed every day 
and hour to the blade and the bullet of the assassin. The coup cTStat 
not only shed the blood of some hundreds of innocent men upon the 
Boulevards; it imprisoned, witliout trial— and in many cases witiiout 
pretence — some forty thousand persons in different parts of France. It 
sent other thousands to remote, hopeless, and deadly exile. It still 
excludes some of the ablest and best men di the kingdom from their 
country. It drove from Prance the master ispirits of the nation— it 
carried poverty and destitution and blasted kopes into tdie homes of 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of dBxmilies. It did still more — it 
annihilated the Bepublic, and disappointed the expectations of nulHons. 
It crushed institutions consecrated by the vote of ihe people— it scattered 
an assembly which had committed no crime, but to exercise powers — 
unwisely it may be, but not criminally^coriBeEred rxpan. it by the law; 
and finally it set before ^he world an example of perjury without 
parallel in the history of mankind. 

And yet, thus fex, Louis Napoleon has succeeded. The nation has 
submitted, and apparently— *iiot really and understandinglly — sanctioned 
his proceedings. Tie •has gained strength and confidence with the 
advance of time, both at home and abroad. He has the reputation of 
'being a man of extzaordinaay talent He is often spoken of as pos- 
sessing an iron toUl, and this is used as inviting reliance upon hiT^, 
Tie has had ihe eztnoovdinary skill and good fortune to obtain the 
confidence of England, and to bring about amicable relations with that 
cofimtry, thus opening a^nsw era in liistoiy. The industrial interests of 
ihe country are fiourisfaing. its recent e^gencies, owing to ihe failure 
of tiifi orops, have "been met, at least partially, by energetic means of 
nipply and relief. 

In respect to the p r e s sing question of iSie day—- the "War in the East — 
he has pursued a course which has satisfied pul)lio opinion. He has the 
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cndit of kading England, and thus fltands at the head of the great 
anti-Rnaai^ sentunent in Europe. He has not only satiafied hia im- 
""^'•»^ partiwna, hat haa for the present ailenced, if he has not ooo- 
tented, the opposite factions of Legitimacj and Bepublicanism. 

All thia IS nndeniable. Yet there are some shades to he added to the 
sunny piotore. Louis Napoleon is not loved as a man ; few persons 
' apeak of him with interest or affection. I have neyer, except from his 
offidala and dependanta, heard one word of what maj be cdied loyaUy 
exp re ss e d toward him. I have never heard any one impute to him other 
than selfish motives. He is considered a man to whom years of exile 
have imparted a mminating habit of mind, and a practice of keeping 
hia plana and purposes under the lock and key of his own heart. He 
is, or affects to be, impassible. '* The worlds** says he, << hehnps to the 
lymphaUee" — a remark which shows more individuality of character 
than knowledge of history. He is supposed to imitate the great 
Napoleon only as a means of steadying his position. No idea of 
pa^otism ia conceived to animate hikn. Philanthropy, truth, virtue, 
would be objects of ridicule in his presence. <'He gives us trade 
and commerce," say the shopkeepers. " He keeps up the dividends," 
say the stock-brokm. <* He raises the rents," say the proprietons. <' He 
pays us well," says the army. '*He promotes the church," say the priests. 
'< He gives us woik," say the joumeymtn. 

But is the whole life and history of a great nation written in these 
propositions P Is genius dead in France? Is the spirit of enlargement, 
of inquiry, of improvement, of progress, annihilated ? Are great and 
generous minds content with thus living in a species of interment, 
without liberty to speak, to write, to breathe what is in them? Will 
Prance — ^not wanting in self-appreciation — submit to a government which 
is vindicated on the express grounds that the people are vain, Mvnlous, 
corrupt, and fit only to be slaves P 

There are men here^thousands — I may almost say millions — who 
think these things. If they do not speak tiiem, it is only thaf the time 
has not come. Occasionally in the ear of confidence they whisper their 
thoughts. With what huzniliation do they look upon the submission iji 
France to the present government ! With what loathing and contempt 
do they speak of such doings as these at Compi^gne, which call us bade 
to the middle ages, and of the imperial farces at the Tuileries ! 

I am aware that the opinion is common that nothing but dei^tiani 
can govern the French people. This idea is general, even in the United 
States. Very able men — ^the ablest in France, according to my opinion 
— ^think otherwise. They maintain that the principle of Monarchy is 
dead m France. This has been, say they, abundantly proved in 1793, 
in 1815, in 1830, in 1848. Every return of monarchy has been ere 



TBICOLO&ED SKETCHES ITS TABIS, 365 

loiog followed by reyoltitioii. Witli monarchy, if history teaches trath, 
periodical reyolntioii is inevitable. Is it not better to give snch a people 
a Bepnblio which famishes safety-Tttlves to this spirit of change, and by 
permitting the perpetual revolntion of the ballot-box, will prevent the 
necessity of revolntions of the barricades? ^ 

If all this be true, what a weight of responsibility rests upon him who^ 
destroyed a Republic successfully begun, only to brnld up a fabric destined 
ere long to fall and crush the nation again beneath the rains of anarchy. 

If Louis Napoleon had been a truly great man — great of soul as well 
as of intellect— his course would have been to haye sustained the Re^ 
public to which he had sworn allegiance. What immortal glory would 
he have won, had he devoted himself, and with success, to this object! 
And what should have prevented success? I know the vulgar reply — 
that the coup ePetat was forced upon him by the plots of the Assembly; 
that it had become only a question whether he or they should usurp the 
government. But where is the proof of this? It was at the dead of night, 
on the 1st and 9nd of December, that the police broke like burglars into 
the apartments of the leading members, seizing their papers, arresting 
their persons, and hunting them to prison. If there wercf plots, surely 
their papers would prove it. It was most essential to Louis Napo- 
leon's cause to make it appear that he acted in self-defence, and that his 
violence was justified by the treason of those against whom it was 
exercised. That he has never adduced the evidence, is an exculpation of 
the Assembly, which must for ever foreclose all pretence that the coup 
cPitat was a measure of necessity, dictated or excused by the plots of that 
body. 

But even supposing that despotusm alone can govern France, is the 
present form that which is best suited to its condition ? The idea prevails 
very extensively, that Napoleonism is the true system for this country ; 
that the energy of its centralisation, its martial aptitudes, its gaudy 
pageantry, its pretentious nationality, are suited to the genius of the 
people ; and that, moreover, it has the irresistible prestige of the great 
Napoleon's name and &me. 

All this certainly proceeds from a very superficial view of events. 
Did Louis Napoleon obtain his present position by appealing to the name 
of Napoleon I. ? Certainly not. He gained power first, by making the 
people believe that he^was a Republican— -a better Republican than 
Cavaignac or Lamartine. It was this that gave him over five millions 
of votes and made him President— and that, too, when assemblage, dis- 
cussion, and the press were free. Every vote he has since received has 
been obtained when all these privileges had perished, and when the army, 
tibe priesthood, the magistracy, the poHoe, and the ballot-box, were but 
hif tools and instruments. Digitized by v^oogitr 
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And tfaaiy.Jflt w Uobat the other sispfr by whidL.be meimtBd t& the. 
empEB. T]ie«»|i<rflta^.baitie]iieatberod,.i«at «fnicX; u» ^Ae^suHM^ o;f 
^ JKipti&lie lavi GiiMMrMtf iS^«^. Nota wocd of.ifaa£iDsraB.^w«B. 
yethnathed. AndJiew iraa tha wib^. aB pr oaehed ? .Thfrreadia^mUL 
find the Bfaay in the ctitomclefl LhayeLTeeeided* It iwa»lq[ pwngtitirtiTte, 
the whole Tnarhinery. oithe-goTennnenttathe Taannfafrtmge,a£ a. baie 
kail ignflBuniflaagP BtMaiei that, the.pfpcyie flpontaTiemwly - bniat fbrtkiEu 
a genfnl anrlawatann Hot the. Brnjare.. With^neady lite wdioleu active^ 
pMsa of the eomUi ' y bound, to prodaim thiaaa-aaoLema &et;'wath. half- 
ar«illiim of floHdien to echo it ; witk thsnaanda of. degendcait pp^fecta. 
and mayon and hnndreda of thonganda of. pyud. gpndaBmfvy ii^ies» and., 
polioa to awear to it» and eren. ta mgaast oeaxaxst. those who denied 
it-4t ia still notonona that Ihe dpcJafation oL the. Empire^ iaall ita 
atages, was lecemd- with, chilling coldness xa. at leaatwath. bat a^tole* 



Now, doea IhiSror any pest of thia»..gato jcova that the Eni^Qixe waa 
ciheiiBhed in the baaztaof the EranoL people ?. If sodLwens ti^ fsust, why. 
did Lonia Napoleon dioose to win hia ws^ b^ avowiBg RepiiMiffanimrr? 
Why did he^eTen^sa late as the oot^ d^itai, he^ the Eqwiblio. befese 
the p^M>pVfr, n^d sadaloDsly ^ihiyM b inuiflf ftwiny «^^ ^"n s TO idifffp of -unpeEtaL 
tendeneieaP 

And agaiziy the Napoleonio: empire. waa-asseeiated^witli^waj:;. war and 
glory were its essential ekmentsy yet LoaisNapoleon was.foanDedi*-4»&ie 
he dared to dedare his intention of xestodng it— ta take^ out of the 
fbtue empixe this oenizal sfpring^ this vital element, by theupointed and 
epigrammatio dedaiation that his Empire was Pecuie,* 

These brief hints seemsnfSeient tashow that Lonia Napoleon, had no 
belief in the adaptatjon of the empire to the genins, conditioxv or. taste 
of the French nation. It was a mngnifinent pedestaL for bis ambition^ 
and that was its recommendation to hinu The ftands, perjuries, and cons- 
jnrations by which he eToked it, are sufficient proof of his ooovictian 
that the Bepnblic was stronger in the opiniona and feelings^ of France 
than the Empire; but as that did not offer perpetniiy or palaces, he 
chose to strike a blow for the latter. 

In this he has been thna^ fetr snccessM. For the present he is 
tolerated, and, to some, extent, approred. K a faaas. vote were^ takeai to^ 
day, I cannot doubt that a large msj.oxity of the notion,, choosing, between 

* And how has he kept his word ? Within, a little oTer a year after he gave 
this pledge of i>eace, we see him; engaged in a war which spreads his axmies 
and nayies from the Black Sea to the Baltic. At the present mo»«Eit; a e em diag 
to ihe declaration of a le ad ii ig m emtoer of the BritiUb; pazUaanaair^he has. lou hie 
pokier four Enropeen capilalEh-Faris, B^nae, Athens^ aadtCoastenAfaiej^i (Junn 
1, 1854.) . .x.^.,,.^ 

^ Digitized by V^OOyitr 
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tibe auarchj wMck would be certain to fellow his removal, and. the con- 
tinuance of his power, wonld sanction the latter.. Thousands — nn'llian^ 
-wonld do this — ^hating the man^ and. deq)isin§^ the means by which 
he acquiredhis dmninioa.. Thonaanda who are at heart Bepublicans, 
and. who will act agreeably to their principles when the time comes — 
in the absence of present preparatLo^ifor a. change — wonld vote &r the 
endnrasce of one. whom they consider, a. peijnrad nsnrper, bnt who, for the 
present,, savea their comitry from the miaeriea of nngrepared reyolntion. . 

There is, then, doing all juaticet to Lonia N^leon^ a gnlf beneath his 
feet, into which, jooner or later, he most plnnge. His system win go 
with him. France will again haye to struggle through the fiery ordeal 
of roYidntion. Will not then tha Bepiiblicaiw^ despoiled of the rights 
which the Eepnblic. gave them, seek xevenge ? As the coup tTStat waa 
achieyed in the name of j^atogexty and sanctioned by property, will not 
property have to pay a heayy reckoning to those whose hopes were 
destroyed, and whosafortimeswecB annihilated for its sake and in its 
name? 

Neyertheleait all.ia now smooth on the surface. Louis Napoleon is 
pesfectiy aware that he standa npon.tfaa crater of a yolcano. He has 
bean only one year an £m{ierox. Tha orown is not yet upon his 
head. Ills HEe is one of constant restlessnesa . AH his policy is directed 
to the establiahment of . hifl' throna and the consecration of his person. 
No one can tell to what courses he may be led, either 1^ liie neces»ties 
of his position, or the vaultings of his ambition. The Eastern war, now 
threatening to involye all Europe, was of his beginning ; for it must 
not be forgotten that it was his minister at Constantinople, Layalette, 
who, in strict obedience to orders, sought to compel the Sultan to grant 
the Latin Christians certain privileges at the ''Holy Places." This 
brought Menschikoff in a flurry to Constantinople, and produced the 
subsequent complications.* If France and England are successfdl in the 
war against Russia, what will Louis Napoleon do with his army and his 

* Louis Napoleon has earnestly wished to get the Pope here, to pour the oil 
upon his head at his coronation. Hence he has kept his army at Borne to support 
his Holiness ; hence he has, in every way, flattered the church. Hence he was 
desirous of getting the title of " Protector of the Holy Places" — and for this 
object sent instructions to the Marquis de Lavalette, at Constantinople. When 
the Emperor found that he had waked up the northern bear, the marquis was 
recalled, and, though he had fulfilled his mission to the letter, he was disgraced, 
as having showed an excess of zeal. To pacify him, however, he was elevated to 
the Senate. The war against Kussia serves Louis Napoleon in several ways : it 
grati^es his army; it promises to punish Russia for the events of 1812, and 
Nicholas for not recei-nng Louis Napoleon into the brotherhood of sovereigns; 
and, finally, it flatters the Pope, and the Catholics generally, by a thrust at the 
great Head of the hated Greek Church, thus increasing his popularity with them. 
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Heeif fliulied with yictoiy, heated mth ambition, intoxicated by success? 
What, indeed, in soch a state of things may he not be tempted to do? 

And besides, fiur as the outside seems, there are great poverty and 
wretchedness all oyer the country, even in Paris, owing to the scarcity 
of Ibod and the high price of proTisions. The immense and inconsiderate 
demolitian of Paris has made tlHements scarce and dear, so that 
thousands find shelter with difficulty. There are probably hundreds of 
thousands in Paris Hying upon bread alone, and in miserable dwellings, 
absolutely without fuel, and that, too, during a winter of almost unex- 
ampled sererity. It is obvious that, under such circumstances, a spark 
may readily kindle into a conflagration. 

Still I must repeat that the great mass of the people see none of these 
things. The Govemment press here is like a coiffeur. As he dresses 
each morning the heads of the ladies according to the fisushion, so the 
newspapers ooiff the public mind to order. Li all things the Parisians 
are epicureans. '' Let us live while we live," say they. So New Year's 
day has passed off gaily. The usual quantity of sweetmeats has been 
given and eaten. The booths along the Boulevard have sold nearly their 
usual quantity of Strennes, The fkroe of court mantles and trains finr 
one single reception at the Tuileries, wheedled three millions of francs 
out of tile ladies, and paid them into the tails of the chuckling shop- 
keepers. The new play has succeeded. The theatres are ML 'Five 
fSwifmrtmt 
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and 



the illustrator, and the printer.**— (r<o6a 



The Best Collection of Anecdotes erer 
made. 

Bailway Aneedote Book (The nias- 
trated) for the Reading of Railway Pas- 
sengers. 2,000 Anecdotes. 160 pp., demy 
8to, new wrappar, price la 



aOLD BT ALL BOOKSELLKBS ; AND AT THE RAILWAY STATIONS.- 



^.^•^i 



Digitized by V^Otj|W^'^ 



y Google 





' 'i 
i 

\ 

} 
i 

ii 


THE NB^ 

RBP 

TUsbookis 
tmk 


r YORK PUBUC 
BRBNGB DBPART& 


: LIBRARr 

IBNT 

Btanoos to bo 
\Mng 




ander no oirenfli 
Bn from the Build 
































































































































fern «j« 







: ; »-■..-. ; ; 



(i-P;;: 




